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Keeping A Balance
latre and | just returned home trom the
last of three scheduled trips. One that
I was particularly honored 1o be a par

AMO Archery Trade Show in

Louisville, Kentucky. Ar the 25th Anniversary of the Archery Hall of Fame

of was the

Induction Ceremony there, [ was pleased 1o see Gary Morris, a versatile musi-
cian and fellow traditional bowhunter. Gary entertained the crowd with songs
and stories that appeal to the best in us all, instead of the worst,

Four men were indocted into the Archery Hall of Fame: Jim Doughenty,
James L. Easton, Frank Scott, and Bob Kelly. At the ceremony, Jim Dougherty
spoke of his love for his family and his desire for unity among all bowhunters, and
James L. Easton emphasized our duty to bring young people into archery. Frank
Scott s well-deserving of the honor since he planted some positively powertul
seeds within our sport and oversaw the growth. Bob Kelly, now deceased, used his
tremendous organizational skills combined with his great love for people to pro-
mote urchery.

I think these men inducted into the Hall of Fame probably epitomize an
important balance. | have been a hunter all my life and | am still leaming that
balance 1s as necessary in hunting as it 1s in every other aspect of our lives.

Speaking of halance, too much of a goad thing, whether it be good food or
too much gear in your backpack, is as detrimental as the lack of proper nourish-
ment or gear. Hunters must be equipped and prepared, however, some of us may
want to outfit ourselves a little more or a little less than others. So, we bring to
you a different kind of equipment issuc. Some of it may not be for you, but take «
look. It is always nice o know what's out there. For example, m the office we are
all particularly fond of the ea of the camo recliner,

We have given you some articles in this issue thar, we hope, offer vou mfor-
mation as well as enjoyment. Let us know what you think. Keep those surveys

coming. And, by the way, | really enjoy receiving the ones sealed with duct tape,

’
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Award-winning and  widely |'u|‘|hhcd outdoor  writer/
photographer Paul Brown
knows wildlite photography.
A ook ar s porttolio cer-
tainly shows “he's been there,
done that” We recommend
his advice haghly to all of our
Longbows and Recurves snap-

shooters.

| We are especially pleased 1o
have on our pages the byline
ol Charles Alsheimer, o lead-

hunter of white-tatled deer in
North Amenca. Pursumg the
whitetnil has resulted in his

wticles and photographs appearing o nearly every major
outdoor publication in America.

_ —————_
Pt @ —
M Ilb
—LONGBOW (0. = =
“Greatest Name In Traditional

o ey

“See our products at a
dealer close to you, be
a part of the Hill legacy.
by making your next
purchase a Jerry Hill
product. Custom hand
made, high performance,
and soid at affordable
prices.”

Traditional Archery
Is Our Specialty.

515 McGowan Road » Wilsonwille, AL 35186
Phone 205 669- 6134 Fax 205-669-0270

Bob [
Linksvaver has not only bl | <
take-down recurves

Haling from  1hinois,

twenty
and several hundred selt bows
aver the vears, but he also has
raught a class tor five vears on
buikling wood self bows.

With over forty years of hunting experience, Midwesterner
Don Gasaway specializes in writing about bowhanting-relat-
ed subjects. In this issue, Don writes of competitive 3-1D
shooting and what it takes 1o get there.

Something extra special 15 brought to A Parting Shot in this
issuce with Bob Butz's experiences m Jimson Hollow. A pro-
fessional outdoor writer and editor in Michigan, Bob goes
bevond the typical hunt article to give readers pause for
thought.

In this special equipment issue, Robert A, Holmes, DVM,
Ph.D), shares his extensive knowledge of GPS's from work at
Louistana State University. When he’s not acting in an oth-
cial capacity there, he counts as among his activities the
duties of secretarv/ireasurer and newsletter editor for the

Louistana Teaditional Bowmen.

Taking a look at equipment that certainly 1s not high-tech,
Krista Holbrook shows thar simplicity & sometimes best.
Krista resicdes in Panama City, Florida.

author of our fiction,

Sam Coaltrain Walker, “The Other

Side of the Fence,” 15 the pseudonym tor a well-known tradt-

tional archer/writer. '

LONGBOWS & RECURVES'™
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Having and Getting

| picked up vour premicre issue from o
newsstand here in Toronto. [t proved
to he o welcome retum not only to
traditional archery but raditional
journalism.

I enjoy your emphasis on the expe-
rience of this sport, rather than the
“having and getting.” | hope you main-
tain that vision and that over the
coming years you will be able to resist
the common trend where your advertis-
ers dnve you to being yet another
cquipment catalogue. The  struggle
(thar your competitors each seem 1o
have lost, after a time) is to remember
that your true constituency is your read-
ership, the bowhunters, and not the
equipment manufacturers; that reader-
ship brings in advertisers rather than
VISt VErsiL

You deserve the thanks and admi-
ration of the bowhunting community
for pulling together the team of profes-
sional  archers who staff  your
departments and contributed to your
first issue. Archery traditions are main-
tained and nurtured by rich experiences
and insights of these people who have
been fortunate 1o make archery such a
large part of their lives. This 1s compa-
ny which Fred Bear would, | think,
have been pleased to keep....

Yonrs truly,
Jan Waldin

No More Borrowin’

Your magazine s one of the few that
covers what the traditional archer s
and should be with just enough how-

to's to make Longbows & Recurves o
very enjoyable magazine. ..

Your magazine covers every aspect
of traditional archery with very infor-
mative articles for all peoples interested
in this wonderful sport, from youngsters
starting out to the old-pros. Hey, I'm a
voung 46 myself!

I've got vour volume number one,
and [ intend on keepin® all your issues, |
keep telling my hunting buddies [that
i} you want to read my mags, that's OK
but no more borrowin™. ..

Well folks, keep up the grear work
and good luck this year 97, Thanks

Jagamnm for a great mags azme!

Kevin O'Kearney
Biddeford, ME

Nothing Wasted

Whar a trear! While searching a down-
rown magazine store for somerhing
pertaining to my newly rekindled inrer-
est in archery, I found the second issue
of your new magazine. It really sansfied
a need for current information for a tra-
ditional shooter who's interested
more that just hunting. | see great
potential here. | enjoved every article,
and especially the ones on shooting
technique by Bob Wesley. My subscrip-
tion 1s on its way and so is your survey,

You said in your questionnaire to
shoot straight with anv comments, so
here goes:

I enjoyed very much the feature
about the JAKES program and also the
one about being responsible hunters
staving within the limits of our abilities
to ensure a humane harvest. T was,

therefore, a little puzzled by the feature
called “Splish Splash,” where “the sign
of a good day is when the back, arms,
and hands are sore from so much shoot-
ing, fighting, and retrieving fish.” If |
read the story correctly, a great many
fish can be killed in a day on the warer,
but there is no mention of what hap-
pens to these fish ar dav’s end other
than a cursory two lines at the very end
of the piece. Even this seems like a “too
lirtle, too late™ afterthought. So please,
ina future tssue, tell us “the whole ather
story” and that these fish were not wast-
ed for someone's targer practice
amusement....

David Leschinsky
State College, PA

LER: You are absolutely right, While the
two lines at the end stated that these fish
can be appreciated as good table fare when
prepared properly, we could have added
that if not used for that purpose, the fish
would be wsed as hait or fertilizer

Québec Promotes
Traditional

| am a tradinonal archer and bunter
and a reader of Longbows and Recurves
since it came out not long ago, and |
hope it will be around for a whale....
There wasn't much being done tor
traditional archery here in Quebec
until myvself and a few tnends got
together and founded the AATQ
which is French for the Québe
Association of Traditional Archers.
The AATQ is doing fine going on
its fourth year of existence and growing

LonGeows & RECURVES™
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vear by vear. In comparison with you
Amernicans, we are not [large], but we
are doing our best to promote tradition:
al archery. We hold indoorfoutdoor
shoots vear around (mimimum of once
every month) in different parts of the
province because our members come
from all over the Province of Quéhec,
some from Ontano, the United States,
France, Englind, and other Canadian
Provinees. So tar as | know, the mwo
strongest concentrations of traditional
archers are in Québee and Ontario,
Every vear in August we hald a large
gathering of traditonal archers we call
*The Rende: Vous.” It 1s a family oni-
ented event with camping on the site
and archery events of all kinds thar last
tour Jdavs. There s a lor of soculizing
and fun to be had by all, We have crafts
people and archery vendors and manu
facturers to supply and offer services
and repairs on the spot...

| hope this bit of information
about our Québec Association has
helped others find their way to the

rraditional side of archery and 1 suggest
1o evervone interested in the tield o
read your magazine. ...

Michel Judien
Quéhec, Canada

What We're Hearing:

[You have a] good cross section of
departments, | like the overall impres-
SN one gets from 'll(‘ magazinge as a
whole. A plus s that bowhunting and
archery are tun, from 3-D to gophers to
moose or whatever!

Brad Kehler
Winkler, Manitoha, Canada

Started thirty vears ago with a fifty pound
Bear Grizzley, "Graduared" to compound.
Last vear purchased six Pearson and Bear
recurves. The last purchase, o Bear
Grizzley, 30 pound. Full cirele!

L.A. Fellkdm
Afum, NY

Enjoying the magazine. Stop giving
space to readers bickering with others;
1's tuel o anni's. .

Brad Skadmane
Corbm, KY

[Departments] are great. Wild Game
Recipes are the best. A Parting Shot
sums up the magazine. ...

Andrew Knapp
Missouda, MT '

DYNASTY
Custom
Bows

IHE ULTIMATE TRADITIONAL BOWS!
Quality handoralied ane prece and takedow m
that are gensinely beautifol, smonth, faa and

dependable with sopenoe performancs
It's tme for amew DYNASTY

Free Brochuns DYNASTY CUSTOM BOWS
738 Magple St
Colon, MI 49030
(616) 432-3712

| Why Not Make Your Own Bow?

WITH MATERIALS AND PROCEDURES FOR LAMINATING AND SHAPING
TRADITIONAL BOWS — AND ALL AT A VERY LOW PRICE

Oftering Bow Kits and Laminations for Building
Recurve, Take-Down Recurve, Long Bows and Youth Bows

o Foly Mustytee tastrachors Wioe Prods & nstructons
ydeas Recarwe Tabe Doun Mecarse 4 Long Sow

o Bow Lamieapons - Maple Corefler - Saper Actor Tipes &
Paraie’s 0 Naturdd Brown, Gray & Green Atn Camo. Red
Eim. Osage. Rinch Walnu! & Bamboo

o Rivery Lamwnated Slocks o Nt Broon, Geay 8 Goeen
v C § Actent St

o Lamirating Prasy K0y

o Epowy Gluas - Epanversamia, Cita Geigy 8 Sepoth-Or

 PheacseMicarda in CoRrs

 Mose Oty Mchery Premium Port Orford Cedar Shans

o 800 Accessons. Glass Sty & Supptes

SEND $3 FOR CATALOG

BINGHAM PROJECTS, INC, Simce 1955

Serving the internationg Commmniies for Over 30 Years
1350 Hnckiey Dive. Dept LR Ogden Unah 84301 2275
(8075 395- 3470 » 24-Hour FAX (8013 335-3471

OISTHIBUTON OF
(COMODN PLASTICS 1NC
L _mooucrs |

COD ORDERS
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GREG KEBERLEIN
631 Snowmass Court, Dept. LR
Gaylord, MI 49735
(517) 939-8015
E-Mail GTKEBERLEIN@JUNO.COM

Longhow * Recurve ® Primitive
‘Conte sboot une of the best with some of the best

Call or Write for Information

John Heod * Robin Hood Archery Range
2918 Cade Clrcle, Elherton, GA 30634 ard o

(706) 283-4878
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LOCY‘JSQT';SW Soutbeastern Traditional ‘A LEGACY OF PERFECTION"™
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the limest i traditional

~

s Gaet

CUSTOM BOWS

s Fast One Flece

Take Downs

¢ Becutiful Target Bows
s Smooth Long Bows

s Customized Grips

archery, nothing says

# herter than SKY

Ordes disect if no
dedler in your aree

For catalog vontact

The Wblsperzfn‘ Pines
Archery Camp

: Experieme the Maguc

- Alvely twn dayworkshop d
. 19 enhance yatic enjoyment of i
. Honak ar(h-.--,-.
a Scenic Southern seting
4 Qr‘f}or'»-: NE professonal iNstruchior
sxs by a farty vear veteran on a privare
. Y Irmang

NG, les
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cn)‘.-x e vl,-_ 1o critiaue
» Learn to make those shots fix

stands, to win at
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e
» Pres
m tree

-0 shoots, and 1o make

Far o free brachure, contact

Bob Wesley
348 Holliday Drive * Poplarville, MS 39470
Phone (601} 795-8727

B0b Wesey has beer iy areheny fon ovor l\ry yoars. Heass fiéd s

dent ol 1he Missssippt AICHED]L ASSEEAa TES S/l DO the Baseg of

GIFeCcrs for e MESSES OO BOAhareers Assatstion - ol miany stale Diies

w0 e 1982 HAKE B WO Arcneny-Chamionsnip, He edaes pes

SOrdal Irstrartant fram M Howiwd M Baba was I et s me
MBSl Bovwrwnters Hall-of-Faie I 1989,

For frochiure Send $1.00 with SASE
SKY ARCHERY €O lnes
Ben Graham 11810 Nanveal Badge Bowt SRR
9631 Vineyard Road. Dept. LR Bedicca MO 63044 . 8 y
Mt. Ploasant, NC 28124 S AR ¢ .
. A
“ (704) 4362509 T— Faouo METILEN0  On tha Imternet at: ware Soatyunseyg. ne!

Free Book ...

7315 N. San Anna Drive
Tucson, AZ 85704 USA
Phone (520)742-5846
Fax (520)742-0027

TS —=
ARCHER,

For a limited time
Professional
Archery Techniques
By Kirk Ethridge
with New Subscription

In the USA:
1 Year $19.50

Fromnssional 2 Years $32.50
ARCHERY 3 Years $45.00
Frounipue In Canada & Mexico:

By 1 Year $25.00
FORMER ll-'()k'lll € jiAnee A
BCinx Bt All other countries:
1 Year $35.00

Payment enclosed $ or

Please charge $ to my O Visa
Card Number
Expiration Date

Q Mastercard

Name o o
Address

City __Sate______ Zip

Phone Fax o
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Iming a Traditional Way

(Howard Hill killed over 100 wild bvar
and many Jangerous African animals
with a hobby of harting back).

In my
correct stance as part of correct shoot-

oward Hill selected the rarget,

a clump of grass on a wooded

hillside across 0 hollow some-
where between thiny-five and forty
He his
sroothly as i in thythm with o musical
beat, came to anchor, and released. The
Arrow ~[\\l acronss the llu"( w and hit
the clod dead center. He stepped aside
making room for me. | came to tull

yards. casually  drew bow

draw, anchoring my best and released
my arrow knowing that the keen eyes of
Howard FOIl were on me. To my
absolute delighe the arrow hit the clod
next to Howard's.

“Huhh," Howard grunted with the
bt of 2 sle,

“What-cha mean by that gunt!?
Don’t va think thar wis a good arrow”™
| responded.

Howard in a kind voice replied,
“Bob, you could hir a big boar if he
wirs close, moving slowly, and was
lm I.h],\hlc."

last column | discussed

ing form. Now | would like to discuss
the second part, aim. Rather than pure
instinctive aim, Indirect Instinctive
Amming s a structured form of insting-
nve mming which adds 1w the
taditional archers” feel, the power of
his consciouns calculations. It must be
arooved-in so thar i is just as foid and
fast as any other form of mstinctive
atming. Indirect Instinctive Aiming i
based upon three husic fundamentals
which you should follow;

(1) Pick a specific primary spot
which you wish to hit and never take
your eye off of this spot during your shot
exceution. (2) With your secondary or
penpheral vision, leam o place the
point of your arcow, while at full draw,
on a seconxdary aiming

Needless to Sy l|ll:
wind was removed from
my sails. Later on, |
came to understand thun
shooting purely insting-
tively or by feel was not
the method of aiming
that  Howard  Hill
believed . | am the first
to admir thar it is a lor of

[Howard] had
looked me
straight in the
eyes and
predicted, “Bob,
one of these days
having a grooved-
in pattern to your
aiming could save

spot a measured distance
your  primary
amming spot. (3) Through
regular practice groove in
steps (1) and (2) above
until you can do it with
very  lirtle
effort.

This sounds difficult
when vou fisst hear it

trom

conscious

tun anddl can be ven Leaming to swim was
4 ”

effective at close your life. difficalt  also in  the

distances if one 15 not beginning. Once  you

pressured, spastic. or scared. It vour life
is on the line, however, perhaps a struc-

tred method should be consklered.

8

caught on 1o certain basics of form and
movement and leamed to relax during
the process, however, you discovered

that you could swim without thinking
about it

Several years later | found Howard
was right about Indirect Aiming. He
had looked me straight in the eves and
predicted, “Bob, one of these days
having a grooved-in pattern to your
aiming could save vour life.”

I was hunting a very large boar in
the Pearl River Swamp with my triend,
Ben Wheat, who raised hog dogs and
literally lived for chis sport. Ben had
named  this particular boar  "Old
Tusker,” as it had a bad habit of cutting
his dogs up on a regular basis. About
thirty minutes after daylight Ben's dog,
Wheeler, barked and we ran through
the swamp as fast as we could, since we
knew this was when Tusker did his work
on the hounds, As we arrived ar the
wcene, we were dismaved 1o see that
Tusker had alrcady cut Sing across the
throat and had stuck Wheeler in the
side exposing a loop of intestine.

Tusker had positioned himself in a
ten foor dish surrounded by thick vines
and brush with his back to a Large gum
tree. “Slow him down Bob! Put an
arrow in him! He's killin® my dogs!™

| moved to the right and to the left
but couldn't see a clear shor to the
chest. * L can't find a hole, Ben!”

“Forger the damn hole Bob! Shoot
the bastard, he's killin' my dogs!™

I quickly drew the seventy-four
pound bamboo longhow and sent un
cighty pound spined compressed cedar
hattleshaft on ats way. It hir Tusker in
the right hip and penetrated at least ten
inches. Tusker ler out an uncomfortable

SUMMER 1997
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grunt and backed tighter against the
trunk of the gum. Without thinking it
out, | crawled through a vine thicket
and rwisted around trying to get in posi-
tion for a kill shot, Suddenly | found
myself on my knees, surrounded by
thick vines, and face to face with
Tusker with only thirty feet between us,
Tusker was tully tocused on me, hackles
standing  up and  tusks  clacking
together.

A calm came over me and it
seemed as if all noise gave way to

has a specific facial structure and prefer-
ence for anchor, this will create
differences.

What is the difference berween
Point of Aim and Indirect Instincrive
Aiming! In using Point of Aim the
archer places the ponr of his arrow on
a predetermined pome with his direct
With indirect  mstncrive

aiming, indirect or penpheral vision

VISION.

must be used. Remember, you never
take your primary vision or focus from
the exact point you wish ta hit when

stlence as | looked Tusker
in the eyes. | clearly
remember recalling
Howard Hill's words, that
a  structured
instinctive aiming coukd
save my life, | raised my

torm  of

Tusker was fully
focused on me,
hackles standing
up and tusks
clacking together.

using indirect aming.
Keep in mind that
the distance from an
white-tailed
deer’s the
ground is abour twenty-

average
heart o

four mches or two feet.

bow and picked a small
spot on Tusker's chest, and as | came to
full deaw | placed the point of my arrow
on a spot haltway between Tusker and
myself. When 1 felt the barb of the
broadhead touch my bowhand index
finger, | released.

The battleshaft sank up 1o the
feathers in Tusker’s chest. He seemed to
deflate like a balloon, sinking to his
knees. He then gor up and turned 1o his
lett, walked three or four yards, and fell
dead. [t was then that | noticed thar the
muscles of my chest were quivering and
that my mouth was dry. | shur my eyes
and gave a silent praver of thanks, first
to God and then to Howard.

Could 1 have made this same shot
shooting instinctively without applying
indirect aiming! Probably not. Most of
us when nervous will place the pomnr of
our arrow on the animal itself and
always shoort high.

Keep clearly in mmd rhat every
archer is different when learning his
indirect  aiming chart at  varying
distances. Ar twenty vards | have to
hold wich the point of my arrow three
teet helow the point | wish to hit. Most
archers will only have to hold rwo feet.
The that determines  this
distance is the measured distance
berween the archer’s shooting eve and
his point of anchor. Since cach person

factor

The average archer will
find thar he will only have to hold the
point of his arrow on the footline of the

deer 1o establish the vertical heighe of

the arc of his arrow. This has to be
derermined by each archer. For medium
sized game, when you have only eight
to ten inches from the ground o the
heart or chest area, you have to hald in
front of the ammmal on the ground,
sometimes as much as eight vards tor a
wwenty vard shot. Here again, this has
10 be worked out and grooved-in until
it can he done with mmimal conscious
thought.

To conclude the story of Ol
Tusker, we carried Sing and Wheeler to
the vet. Sing was given a vitamin K drip
but had lost wo much blood. We lost
her. Wheeler underwent surgery and
was saved. Tusker had 1o be pulled out
of the swamp with a horse and weighed
close to four hundred pounds.

In my next article [ will discuss the
third part of my subject of understand-
ing correct traditional shooting form:
shot execution and the nature and role
of the pertect practice session. [ hope it
will develop continuity berween form,
aiming, and shot execurion.

Until then, may the music of the
bowstring and the melody of the flight
of the gray goose calm vour spint and
hring happiness to your soul. &

ng the

Traditional and

Primitive Archer
since 1984

Welchman Longbows g
Mahaska Custorn Bows
Blue Ridge Archery
Hollenbeck Archery
Robertson Stykbow
Howard Hill Archery
Medicine Stick Selfbows

Custom Cedar Arrows
and Accessones

INSTRIBLITOR OF
Rose City Archery
Port Orford
Cedar Shafts

A

SN

106 Fordway Ext. Dept. LR
Derry, NH 03038

(603) 434-0569
\ ~

King of the Mountain’

Bighorn Bowhunting Company
Omnitherm' * Proline Outfitters™

“You've Never Been This Comfortable Before"
100% Virgin Wool Camouflage
Machine Washable  Lifetime Warranty

Custom fit to you
Retains heat in the cold « Quiet » Durable

Comtortable as day warms
Keeps you warm in wet weather

Shirt » Jackets » Coats

Caps = Pants = Vests « Bibs = Gloves
Belts « Suspenders » Packs

Don’t You Deserve the Best?!

Send $3.00 tor your new King of the
Mountain/Bighorn Catalog
Gale Wisdom
2633 State Hwy. D« Dept. LR
Jackson, MO 63755 « (800} 903-5468
(573) 243-3059 « fax; (573) 243-0354
e-mail: flintchip@myp.net
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REVIEW & bonfrenco
The Target of 3-D is to Have Fun!

gor a call recently from a reader

Arkansas who s 0 member of the

Teaditional Bowhunters of  Arkansas
(TBA), tefling me that the TBA had recem-
W adopred something cilled the “Texas
Rule,” which will st a stricter detiminon on
what constitutes o longhow as far as 3.1 com-
petition is converned. Apparently, the TBA
feels that hybrid lonshows have an unfar
advantage n 3D toumaments if they com-
pere m the same class with tiadimonal longbows

A hybrid bow is one which borrows elements of bath the
recurve and the longbow. Usually it will have a recurve-style
riser and seright hmbs, It may be a tike-down model or a one
plece,

The caller shoots o hybrid how and wanted 10 know how
other oranizations classifiead hvbrd bows, such as the Bob Lee
Take-down Longhow, the Acadian Woods Tree Stick, amd the
Navafo Longhow. He was concerned that he may dove sever-
al hundeed miles to amend a shoot only 1o discover thar his
hybrid bow 1s hunned from competition.

To learn more sabont thas, Tealled Joe Clark, secretary-trea-
surct of the TBA, Joe told me that yes, TBA had adopred the
so-cilled “Texas Rule,” 4 name coming from the specifications
that the Texas State Longbow Assocition uses to describye 1
longbow. Acconding to Joe, the restrictions adopted by TBA
tor longbows are as followss 1. No weighted nser: 2. No center
shot; 3. No pistol gnp: 4. When braced, string cannot touch
the limbs except at nocks; 5. When brced, the bow should
form a contmuoons arc; 6. At three inches above the shelf, the
bow cannot be more than one and one-eighth inches thick
measured trom belly o buck; 7. At six inches below the shelf
the bow cannot be more than one and one-half inches thick
measurcd from belly o back.

Joe went o to explam that this rule will apply at the TBA
Spring and Fall tourmaments, Most importantly, he reported
that hybnd bows are sull allowed in the tournaments, but they
will compete in the recurve class mstead of with the longhows.
Joe did inchicate, however, thar there might be further discus-
awon among the members, and there might be chinees on the
wiry. He assures me that all flyers public cing shoots will explain
what s allowed and m what category hybrids must compete.

Since both Arkansas archers referred 1o the “Texas Rule.”
| Jecikded 1o check across the Sabine River and we what those
Texans were up o,

10 SUMMER 1997

I got in touch with my friend Paul
Sparks, who s not only a fine archer, but a
bowyer as well.

Paul said thar the “Texas Rule” referred
to by the TBA was adopred several years ago
by the Texas State Longhow Association and
applies 1o thae group’s annual shoot i b
Worth  which 15 for  longhows  only.
According ro Panl, the iden of the tonma.
ment is to preserve and promote the madi-
uonal lnghow, hence, the strict mterpretation. He says that
anyone interested knows well ahead of time what is allowed
and not allowed. Paul, who truly loves the sport of archery,
lamented thar more rules become necessary when people ermo-
neosly believe that the purpose of attending a tournament is
to win a mophy and forger that the idea is 1o have fun and
enjoy the company of other archers.

How are other radinonal organizations handling the
hvbrid bow issue!

Troy Laurent, president of the Lousana Traditional
Bowmen (LTB), says that at ther annual shoor held the Lt
weekend of April, hybnd bows shoor with the longbows, Troy
indicares that if the LTB receives numerous complaines about
this sitwation, they might consder adding a separate class just
tor hybrigs. “Bur where will this stop”™ he asks, “Will we have
1o make separate classifications for Dacron and Fast Flight
string, Jifferent categones for tabs, gloves, and bare fingers™

After | left Troy shaking his head, | checked with Russell
Hines of the Pulaski Bowhunters, sponsors of the Kentucky
Klassic every April in Somerset, Kentucky. Russell smd the
they have three basic how classes: pamitive, longbow,
recurye. “We try not to get too technical”, says Russell. “[ts for
tun. If a shooter says ir's a longbow and it fooks reasonably like
a longbow, we'll call it a longhow.”

The few hybeid bows that | have had the opportunity to
handle have been sweet shooters and would make excellent
hunting bows. As they become more popular, we will see more
of them at 3-D toumaments. Will they be considered long-
hows, recurves, placed in u categary of their own, or mayhe
banned from compenirion altogether! Only time will tell. But
I suspect thar, like them or not, hvbnds are here 1o stay. %

Editor's Notwe: At press time this rde way m effect, but TBA indi
cated theve wondd be fiother discusaoms among the membership on
the vule

LONGBOWS & RECURVES™
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ROGUE /e make our own

RIVER TAPERED & HAND SPINED

ARCHERY W12,

WORLD FAMOUS AT g

FIRE KILLED OLD e |
GROWTH PORT )?

ORFORD CEDAR. F%

88A

PRONGHORN |
» CUSTOM BOows

Lorasows - RECURVES
HERB MELAND-BOWYER

2491 WEST 4250 STREET * Casrer, WY 82604 ’
(307) 234-1824 (EVENINGS)

Longlows & Recurses™ makes @ great gift! ]]

Carries on...

ARCHERY " Rome of the
Dan
_ et i

TRADITIONS [

~ Quality custom equipment
= Fast delivery

~ The bow that won the world
longbow championship

B —— = S

R [
f \ ! -
‘ Canebrahe
Gno Piece Recurve
Superceder Arrows:
A. N For the Archer who shoots wooden arrows
| we sell Superceder arrows by the dozen. We
i; &f sell as shalts or we can custaom make
- % your Superceders 1o your specifications
‘2 r Send $2.00 1wday for vur New Color
}xpanded Catalog featuring accessanes and
supphies for the Traditional Ascher. Also lealuring
the Dan Quillian Bows
=Visit our shop and indoor range
G { Archery Traditions
Beechwood Shopping Center
Pairiot MMLX.\) 196 Alps Road, Athens, GA 30606

Tase-Down Recwve

{706 ) 543-1853

Custom Codar Arrows & Accessories,
Over 100 Custom Bows In Stock at All Times.

6th Annual

MID-ATLANTIC TRADITIONAL CLASSIC

May 16, 17, 18
1997

Presented by

Traditional Archery &
Muzzieloading Supply Post
Largest & Bost Stocked | TRADITIONAL BOWHUNTERS
Store in New England of MARYLAND
Custom-Made Longbows, Recurves, Aﬂd

BALTIMORE BOWMEN

Exit 31 Off Rle. 495, 11 Miles Wast On

(508) 433-9458 « Fed. Lic. #05976
] Rio. 110 - Look For Tha Log Cabin

Anfique, Reproduction & Custom
Muzzisloading Firearms,
Largest Selaction of Custom Made
Muzzieioading Rilles in New England. S00 Shooters Last Year 40 3-D Targets Traditional Dealers
Barrels for T.C. Hawken & Fenegade. .
HanderaNed Authenlic Accoulrements, Free Camping Coon-Shoot Fniday Night Daily Seminars
i Mbmw:: an !n.l\(l)::'E": olan d'smp- Motels Nearby Bring Your flu-flus Food Avaiable
| M~ ety Information’ Butch Kane (410) 4447993 @ Dealers: Bill Skinner (410) 795-4761
BI Pepperall, Massachusatis 01463 Located East of Balumore. MD  Take [-95 to 1-695 Exit 31B Harford Road

2
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Services Include:
Longbows ® Knives
Hollowtail Arrows

Matlock
Bows

PO. Box 215 Chama

NM 87520 o (305) 7569176
Bill Matlock, Bowyer

Valerie ‘\Lulnck, I'Im'l("u‘r

Consistent Cuestom Quality! (Bogyers Keeper)

GREEN
ARCHERY

313 TREXLER AVE. KUTZTOWN, PA 19530
Primitive Supplies + Custom Cedar Arrows
(610) 683-7961

Send $2.00 for catalog, refundable with order

Only the BEST Products and Services

Rob Kindrick, Bowyer
Call to discuss bow optlions.
— ~
MasterCard and Visa Accepted
Write or call for a free brochure.

7455 Old Moon Road
Columbus, GA 31909

(706) 596-1988

Flint Chip Archery

2633 St. Hwy. D, Dept. LR
Jackson, MO 63755

Full line Traditional Archery
Supplier
We stock lots of books and videos!
Many Famous brands of Bows

A Full Time Family Business

800-903-5468

send 31 for catalog & gt cernficate
www howining aet ¢ madl! flinschip@ mvpnnet

S EZE=

573-243-3059
FAX 573-243-01354

rom Tallahatchie Woodworks
Toll-free Order Line (800) 260-3344

*Barrel tapered for performance!

Order by arrow length: 26-28"; 28-30"; or 30-32"

SUPERCEDER Arrow Shafts

*Shafts hand spined & weight matched in the factory
*Each shaft branded with deflection for cock feather location

*Each dozen sealed in a poly bag to protect from moisture

Help line (601) 837-9906 Fax (601) 837-9246

'SUPERCEDER Spine Chart for 28" Arrows

Bow Draw Selt Straght RellexDeflex Dacron Recurve; | Recurve
Weight Longbows | Narrew-hmb Wide-imo or Reflex/Defiex | Bows with

SEE NOTE Laminated Longbows Longbows vath | Fast-flight

Longbows | Dacron String | Fast-flight String String

" Pounds | Spine class | Spine class | Spine ciass | Spine class | Spine class )

35-40 620 520 440 405 375 To order, simply call our toll-free
()-45 57 405 5 » o " .

prec B M- o . 3 o order line with your credit card in
50-55 480 405 350 330 310 hand, or use the spine chart to find
e | g 1 29 319 - spine and length, and send this info
6570 375 330 290 275 260 and $39.95 plus $4.00 shipping and
70:75 350 310 275 260 245 i .
75-80 330 290 260 245 230 handling 1o: .
80-85 310 275 245 230 . I Tallahatchie Woodworks, Inc.
85-90 290 260 230 : .
a0-85 | 275 245  NOTE For accows lenger than 287, add 5# to actual draw weight P O. Box 118
95-100 260 230 tor each inch ower 28° For shoner arrows, subtract 54 per nch R'D|GY. MS 38663

SIMPLY THE BEST WOOD SHAFTS AVAILABLE! V/SAMastercard-Discover-Amencan Express-COD

12 SUMMER

1997 LonGeows & RECURVES™



Longbows & Recurves Summer 1997

15 of 76

fter having several pages for
recipes last issue, I have had to
give the space to other articles
this issue. | am including, however, a
recipe from our friend Judy Baker at the
University of Mississippi. Judy sent her
father’s deer tenderloin or steak recipe.
I have rabbir recipes from Nancy and
Sam Fadala's cookbook, The Complete
Guide to Game Care and Cookery, and a
deer fondue from one of our readers. |
hope you find these delicious. Please
serd recipes vou would like for our
readers to trv. Thanks for your support.
— Claire

RABBIT SAUTE

Sevve over a bed of vice and garnish with
fresh parsley for a splash of color.

3 toblespoons olive oil

2 rabbits, cut into serving pieces
4 cloves garlic, minced

2 large onions, minced

1 cup white wine

2 1b-ounce cans tomato sauce
1 teaspoon thyme

4 bay leaves

1 teaspoon sweet basil, rubbed
1 teaspoon dry parsley

1 can black olives

Heat olive oil in large skiller and
brown rabbit, garlic and onions.
Remove rabbit and drain on paper
towel. Pour in wine and bring to a boil.
Add tomato sauce, thyme, bay leaves,
sweet basil and parsley, Stir well; return
rabbit to skiller. Cover and simmer 30
minutes. Add olives and simmer 10
additional minutes. Servings: 6

REC ES by Claire W. Stanley

e
DEER TENDERLOIN

OR STEAK

Fry i flour, sale, and pepper.

Drain grease.

Put in crock pot.

Mix /2 can water with one can mush-
room or cream ot chicken soup. Pour
over meat.

Layer meat and soup.

Robert Jackseom
Oxford, Mississippr

DEER FONDUE

1 pound loin chunks, bite size
peanut oil
favorite marinade
1/4 cup ketchup
1 teaspoon Worcestershire sauce
1 teaspoon horseradish

Cut up the deer lom into bite size
chunks. Soak in your favorite marinade
overnight. Drain and fry in peanut oil.
Make the dippimg sauce by combining
ketchup, Worcestershire sauce and
horseradish. Serve with baked potato
and tossed salad.

Debbie Charein

Gooduview, Viremia

"
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RABBIT BRAISED

IN WINE

Serve wath a side of fettuceine, garlic bread
and a fresh salad.

2 rabbits, cut into serving pieces
Salt and pepper
Flour
2 rablespoons olive oil
2 onions, sliced
2 cloves garlic, minced
6 carrots, peeled and sliced
1 pound fresh mushrooms, sliced
2 tablespoons. fresh parsley,
minced
1/4 teaspoon thyme
1 /2 teaspoon oregano, rubbed
4 bay leoves

2 cups dry white wine

Prehear oven to 350°. Salt and pepper
rabbit and coar with flour. Place ail,
onions, garlic, carrots and mushrooms
in large casserole dish. Place rabbit on
top of vegetables. Sprinkle with pars-
ley, thyme and oregano. Add bay leaves
and wine. Cover and bake | hour or
until rabbit is tender. Remove bay
leaves before serving. Servings: 6-8 M

We would love to hear from you.
If you would like to submit a
recipe, please send it to:
Claive W. Stanley, LONGBOWS &
RECURVES'™, 1828 Proper
Street, Corinth, MS 38834

LoNGBOWS & RECURVES™

SUMMER 1997

13



Longbows & Recurves Summer 1997

]
|

l }ull I ine lrudmonal / Full Time m. Bow | Carry '
: > 2 w huppen 10 spv Bob. Wialey: tallng 1o
Call or N'I'l’('jl"' ('(”UIU‘Q [..]l it Walk, dhm'e think Tee o fuss valking oo

= himselt. Thar s by bow, Longho & Recimva™
| SALYER TRADITIONAL ENT. | ks that o ok AL RS 4 \

2 p : ¢ tradinona! bowhunter begine 1o dhank of b
90 Leroy Street, Box 173, Buckeye Lake, Ohio 43008 o wi '
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|

LORRAINE SALYER. OWNER (614) 929-4451 | rame— aod how it wis chiosens: The Baw | Carry .

Dealer Inguiries Welcome s warting to hear trom you

You want the best! YOU WANT PORT ORFORD CEDAR SHAFTS!
Doesn’t your dealer have Port Orford Cedar arrow shafis?

Don't aceept substitutes or excuses! Tell your dealer to eall ust
We are ROSE CITY ARCHERY.

the only manufacturer of Port Orford Cedar shalts

We've been i the arrow business since 1952, and have tested other woods «~ Fir, Pine, Maple, Spruce, other cedars . We found
that none of them measure up to the pecformance and dependability of our exclusive PORT OREORD CEDAR © Golden Years Archers
Howard 1L Ben Pearson and Fred Bear chose Port Orford Cedar arrow shafts for consistent accuracy, © Our top guality, hand

selected shalts are available in your particular arrow length, (n 57167, 117327 & 23/64° diameter-in any quantity you wish (o buy

Accept no less than the best! » Demand arrow shalts made from PORT ORFORD CEDAR.
BREPSE. €'Y ABRRCREIBIERY VOIE (541) 572 640K = FAX (541) 472 8906

Dealer calls are welcome
Call any of our deslers and order your supply of PORT ORFORD CEDAR arvow shafis
Swtler \nhrn Sagjttarivs Archery Scrvsuming Eagle, lnc Red Feather Dink’s Feather Shop
W sT INIS T ST 0 (N A T L2 3 8552 A LUIME R T )

Clusstain \nkn Nirk Archery Go. Silver Arrow Archery Kustom King Arrows Sthl's Archery

{08 11 NG4S 154 OB A5 0¥H C209) 70 ) OO S i

Buther's Traditional Bowhunting l'mlur‘n Quudity (r.{ml \mnmuud \Iliul \rdm T&Me Traditional Archery
=i NS 17 ¢
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Moartin Archen Nnm Pmk“\ Inc. (dun \tdk-r\. Inc. jl\l l'mﬁnuld- Frontier Archeny
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g Mississippi Traditional Archery Association presents Traditional Archerys g
“sLofton Classic & U.S. Championships

May 3-4, 1997 i1 Grenada, Mississippi on beautiful Grenada Lake

I()V(-BU\\ & RECURVE ONLY (No Sights)

iy © Koo W o Alumoean Arrows A Six trophies in cach class
I'WO RANGLES - 1y MoK w Targeis Ba Rargy o 3
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Classic Highlights:

A Free Cook-out & Archery Shoot rda gt

Y ( hooe his NOTt o Corenad '
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—
A Cookout & Entertainment aturday Mgl
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Featuring tha vous Kattawur Nrother Mike &3 lerny \.t.‘. A
| o146 VIAT L g . 55
. ' i R B onth 1o N
ALL DEALERS ARE WELCOME MO 1 j Jocheon

Don't miss the largese all-traditional archery event ever hosted in Mississippi!

For event details, contact:

Terey NMaorga (S L] . Ll . sy Kaltawa

For lodging/dining/shopping detalls, contact: G" enaﬂa
GRENADA TOURISM COMMISSION

PO Box IR2S e 3. Missessipgn 902
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'§ ome traditional archers huve nor only had the good fortune to
43 grow up with the sport of traditional archery, but 1o also have
met some of the greats in the sport, Jerry Dishion, of Cogville,

Oregom, 1s one of the formunare. Growing up in wutherm California, he
" participated in Howard Hill's school demonstrations; then in the 1960
he met Bob and lim Stotler, who along with one other brother, Wayne,

worked with Howard Hill

—— — ~ —

16

Presently Jerry Dishion is involved
full-time In Imdnmn.cl archery as
owner of Stotler Archery in Coquille,
Oregon and as one of the owners of
Rose City Archery in Myrtle Point

Longbows and Recurves takes ths
opportunity 1o ask Mr. Dishion, as a
businessman  involved in  archery
equipment and as a dedicated tradi-
tional archer, for some nsights into the
past and future of maditional archery.

L&R: You have had occasion to
know some of the prominent names in
traditional archery. Can you remi-
nisce for awhile?

Dishion: “In 1967 | met Bob and
Jim Stotler on a fishing tnp to
Wyoming and later began to visit them
at their home in Dayton, Nevada, We
hunted and fished all over together tor
vears, and then one evening Bob told
me of working for a guy named Howard
Hill in southermn California, how he
and Jim, their brothers Wayne and
Harry, all worked for and hunted with
“old” Howard.

I was enthralled by the stories. |
had lived in southern California at the
same time and had not only been fortu
nate to have met Mr. Hill, but was
taught to shoot a bow by him also.

Mr. Hill came to the school where
I went and held classes for all of the
kids who were interested in archery, He
came every couple of months and | was
ways out there in front wanting to
leam.

1 also saw Mr. Hill at the Saturday
aftermoon marinees at  the  local
theaters, He would be up on the stage
demonstrating his phenomenal  skill
with the bow and arrow, nicocheting
iwrows into the bull's eve, breaking
balloons, and shooting cigarettes out ot
his assistant's mouth

There wasn't [relevision like now)
and 1o sell your products and yourselt
the only way was to do personal appear

Aances.

L&R: What influence does the
charismatic image of the great
Howard Hill still have on traditional
archery today more than twenty years
after his death?

LONGBOWS & RECURVES'™
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Some of the gang. (Standing, left to right) Carl Mikule, Wayne Stotler.

Seated (left to right) Kay Norton, Howard Hill, Howard Bigelow, Calvin C. Hill.

Dishion: “"Howard Hill was the
finest shat with the bow and arrow of
anyone ever. | personally have seen him
shoot dimes out of the air at twenty
yards and never miss a shot, and he did
it with grace and style. There was no
brageing out of Mr. Hill, ever, that |
have heard. He was always humble of
his accomplishments, he loved kids and
was a superh rale model for them, and
he was a gentleman.

Today people rarely see anvone of
this caliber and when thev do, that
person becomes an icon. Toumaments all
over the world are put on in Hill's honor,
his memorabilia is priceless, and o ger
anyone to part with something that he

owned or made is nexe to impossible.

LONGBOWS & RECURVES™

The Stotler tamily, even after thirty
years of day-to-day association, will stll
tell vou thae Mr. Hill was the finest man
they ever knew, the most fun o he
with, the best woodsman, and the finest
camp cook that ever lived. Now, when
you are m assaciation with anvone for
thirty years vou get to see all of their
faults and as far as | have heard Mr. Hill
didn’t have many.

Howard Hill ser the standand for
archers throughout the world, an wcon
for them to try and emulate, a goal 1o
achieve, In my opinion, his accom-
plishments will never he duplicated;
however, the opportunity is there and
that is something we all need [so we

can] push ourselves a little harder”

L&R: What do you think of the
bow and arrow business today as
compared to what you have learned
about archery in the 1940s?

Dishion: “In the forties | was only a
puppy, but | have been fortunare
enough to hear, via the Stotlers, pretty
much how it was. Archery was an
avacation, not just a sport; it became
for thase dedicared [ro it] a way of life.
Archers made most of their own equip-
ment, made their own arrows, cut their
own feathers, made their own
bowserings. Bow shops were few and far
*‘(’l\\t'l'“‘

Archery

event and archers dressed to the

tournaments  were  an

“nines.” Howard Hill wore whire slacks,

SUMMER 1997
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The

and if they wore

a white slnll. .mJ \lu'\\ shoes
I.hhcn wore dresses
slacks, they were dress slacks, The spec-
tators were dressed in suits and nies; an
wchery toumament was seriows busi-
ness. In southem California, you were
likely to see Errol Flynn, Guy Madison,
Rory Calhoun, Basil Rarhbone, Gary
Cooper, Ronald Reagan, and many
more.

There were only a few bowmakers
around. Howard Hill, of course, and
Fred Bear and Ben Pearson were proba-
hly the best known. Today it seems as
"\I'U_‘_'h cvenone s "l.lk"l‘,: }\ Ws, SOMee
archers make their own arrows, a few
cut their own feathers but practically
no one makes their own simings. The
lifestyle s faster paced and most folks
firxl it casier to purchase the items they
use rather than make them themselves.

| quess to answer your Jquostion, in
the forties, archers purchased the mare-
rials to make their equipment, and
today they purchase the equipment
made up.”

L&R: Longbows & Recurves
presents different viewpoints on tradi-
tional equipment. Why is it your
opinion that Port Orford cedar is the
premier arrow shaft material over all
other woods and materials!

Dishion: “Pore Ortord cedar has all
of the superior properties thav it takes
tor the perfect arrow shaft. Physical
weight to spine weight ratio to get the
maximum performance, the recovery
that straghtens out the shaft after
release, the physical strength of the
wood for longevity, the strghtness and
beauty of the grain, Plus they smell
great..

Port Ortord cedar has stood the test
of time; 1t is cured by "Mother Nature’
through vears of drying naturally in the
forest, through wind and ram and fires,
a slow process, but it tempers the wood
in a way that no artificial means can.
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Port Ortord cedar 1s pretty much
impervious to the elements, Bugs do
m .4ll.t\L i, and 1t can soak mna Inu.l
bog tor hundreds of years with no
eftect on the quality, All other wods
have 1o artificially be cured in some
way before they can be made mto

wooden dowels because if they were
left in the forest as long as Port Orford
cedar, they would be dust..

L&R: You have been around
traditional archery since a boy grow-
ing up. Can you share any advice?!

Dishion: “Keep the faith. Support

the groups and politicians that favor our
way of life. Support the magazines tha
tell the truth about the way thing:
are... et an t‘V.llllplc for the youth and
get them involved in archery as they are

the future. Have fun!”
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Building a
Sapling D Bow

Eighteen “"Easy” Steps to Satisfy Your Dream
by Bob Linksvayer

Bob and Ten Linksvayer start with an ebm sapling and end with a finished bow,

Phatogrophs by Bob Linksvoyer, Illustrations by Clifton Comelius.
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he 1) bow, so called because when strung i looks like
the letrer D from a side view, is one of the simplest
bows o build and shoor,

The sapling bow, because of its high arched back is not
as efficient as a bow from a stave taken trom a tree, but the
whvantages are avinlabiliny and ease of working. In addition,
a whole tree does not have 1o be sacriticed in order to do a
first expenment. Following 1 a step-by-step 1o build a
wooden bow tor & young person interested m archery, a
friend, a spouse, even yourselt, Take your time during each
step, especially during the critical tillering process, Have fun

Getting Started
The sapling D bow warks in the handle, meaning that th
handle along with the rest of the bow bends. When the bow
15 at tull draw it forms a semicircle, thus tllering 15 shightly
different than for o tigid handled bow. As a simple explana-
1wn, H”\'Im: s llu Process of removing \\n\hl from lln |\|]\
of the bow so that the limb tapers are thinnest at the limb rip
and thickest near the handle. Thus o triangolar shape s
noted if the bow s held showing a side view

As a general rule of thumb, the limb tip s one half the
thickness of the handle for a D bow, This gradual tapering
allows the limb ro bend evenly along s entire length, except
tor the last tour 1o six inches ar the limb tps, which remain
relatively straghe, which allows the string to stay on the bow
(Figure 1).

Tools Needed

Tools used to cut Tools used to build
do\.am the tree and the bow:
split the stave: hond e
Steel Hond Tools: flint oxe
e drowknife
metol wedge ffint odze
sledge hamme jock plone
hond axe or wood chisel fiint scraper o flokes
Prmitive fosp
ffint or stone nxe fumiture scroper
ontler fine or wood measuring tope
werge folding ruler
wood mafle! culiper
six inch rufer
Tools used to seal tiller board
the ends: llening string frstmele
white glue or paint height sting
grease of fot hand sow or power sow
(oping Sow
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Read ALL steps before cutting down the sapling.

A note on bow length 15 in order at this time. Longer
bows are more tonmving to shoot than are shorter bows
Longer bows also produce less tinger pinch because the angle
of the string at full draw is closer to ninety degrees, and it is
easier to develop a higher powered bow becatse there is maor
mass under less stress than a shorter bow. Typically the draw
lengeh for a self bow s equal to half the nock to nock length
of the how

The most common self bow woods are hickory, elm, ash
white vak, red oak, black walnur, black locust, and osage
Black locust and osage are listed last becanse they require the
sapwordd 1o be removed which s not a feat the first time
bowver should dattempt, It 1s oo casy 1o violate the hirst
growth ring which for a self bow s the back of the bow, The
bows shown in progress are hickory and elm. Hickory splirs
nicely, elm does not
Step 1: Cutting the Sapling
Choose a sapling two and one half to three and one half
inches in dismerer at the base, Cut 1t down and cut oft
section that is npul to your height. The rest of the s‘q‘hnr
can be wsed 1o make a kid's bow or walking stick. Coat the
ends of the stave with white glue or water hased paint 1
retard air checking, Since the stave is sealed up, 1t does not
have 1o be processed immediately. Enjoy the rest of vour da
in the woods
Step 2: Splitting the Stave
Look for imperfections in the round stave, Knots should not
be in line with the edee of the bow.

Split the sapling in half lengthwise starting at the center
usimg a wouodd chisel or hand axe for th«‘ white woods \\hki
include walnut. The exception is elm which will require one
half the stave to be chopped away with the hand axe. The
stave should be split almost perfectly in half with the appli
cation of additional \\u];\- il \h,mn-_' the crack up ared
down the stave, It the first atterupr does not work, cur dowr
1 shightly larger sapling and try again,

Step 3: Removing Bark

Secure the stave in a vise on the workbench and support the
other end of the stuve ar the same height. Use a drawknife t
remove the outer bark. Make sure thar vou do not cut int
the inner bark.

Then, very carctully remove the inner bark starting with
the drawknife held with the bevel down so the drawknife
does not cut into the first growth ring. Finish removing the
inner bark by holding the drawknife in o vertical position
with the bevel away from you and scraping the last bit of hard
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FiG. 2 Reducing Sides of Stave

A father and daughter splitting off the excess
material from the stave.

Tim Linksvayer using drawknife on hickory stave.

Splitting hickory sapling with a steel wedge on chopping block. )
) of the rop end on the bottom end.
off. It may be necessary to allow the remaining bark 1o dny Find the exact center of the stave and take width

before finishing. measurements on the top halt of the stave at one foor inter-

Step 4: Squaring UP Sides vals. Match this taper on the botrom half of the stave.

Exact measurements to baild the bow cannot be given

(Figure 2). Square up the sides of the stave using a jackplane because of the differences in individual saplings. See Table |

illuserated in Fisure 2. Beoin by ; o ,
as illustrated in Figure 2. Begin by squaring up the sides of the on page 25 for finished dimensions. For now, keep the stave

top end (smaller end) of the stave first, then march the taper wide as possible, (Figure 3).
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FiGa % Remnoving wonle wood frov Pelly & Stave large erd

Step 5: Beginning the Bow
Using o caliper, measure the thickness of the stave ar s
exact center and also ar the smaller end. Record these
measurements. The measurement at the small end should be
approximately one half that of the center. Both ends <hould
e llu' same thh kl\nx and width

Bring the line around on both sides of the stave for aboat
an inch, Using o chalk line or strght adge, strike a line
going up each side from the line that was just drinwn on the
end 1o the edge of the bow two and one halt inches from the
center line of the belly. (Figure 4).

Step 6: Reducing the Stave

(Figure 3). Support the Large end of the stave on a chopping
Block (stump) at o convenient heighr. Using a very shamp
hand axe begin removing the shaded area in Figure 5. The
sharp axe will remove Jots of wood fast in pracriced hands,
but speed of removal 15 not as mportant as accumcy and
<atety, It 1s eastest tor thas author to start at the birge end and
work up to the middle of the stave. Get as close as possible

Tim Linksvayer using a juck plane to vemove
wood from belly of sapling.

to the line without cutting through the line. Both ends of the
stave shoukd match in taper from a top and side view, The
stave may begm 1o warp toward the bark side as wood s
removed. Don't panic, Thas is a nanural occurrence and will
not ruin the stave; m fact, it s desirable and will add power
tor the finished bow. This warping is called retlex

Step 7: Drying the Stave

Some form of drying spparatus must be used to reduce the
mosture content of the stave Jdown o .l]‘]‘l'\lNllll-ll('l\ nmne
In his book, The Bent Suck, Paul Comstock
described o very simple drving oven. Another altermative i

percemt

to use 4 hot car on o warm day to bake oft the mosture
\\"('l::l\ the stave on o ;\usl.ll or other precision sc »!ll or use
moisture meter betore imnserting into the oven. Remove the
bow and weigh it every twenty-four hours, When the weighs
stabilizes, the stave hus reached approximately nine percent
which may take several days, depending on the arca of the
country i which you hve.

Step 8: The Beginning of Tillering

Secure the bow stave in the vice ar ns center on the work
bench and elevate the other end at approximately the sam
level with the belly tacing up. (Figure 6). The 1ool to be used
\\l” 'JL\ ot IV“ \\1!\’. !‘\” \\h L1 b ICL('“ ot \\l” '\ i
controlled amounts, Use the jackplane to start removing
wood st irong at the 1op ot the stave working up toward the

7T Apgroximagie Fiare Argle

G

Fia, 0 Thiering Doard Loyet
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center. Repeat the procedure for the other limb. Hold the
plane as illustrared in Figure 7 so that the blade encounters
the limb at an angle.

Only trial and error will give vou the best angle of
attack. Push down in the center of the limb that is supporred
at its end to see if the limb can be bent. (Figure 7).

Step 9: Bow Tillering Chart

(Figure 8). Draw a side view of the bow on a picce of paper
as illustrared in Figure 8. Set up pencil lines across the hack
of the bow and down the sides as indicated. The one-half
mark represents half the distance from the center of the stave
to the nocks and so on. Label one side of the stave A and B.

Using a caliper, take measurements ar each one of the
designated points. Record the measurements as reading
number 1.

Resume taking wood off with the jackplane. Check for
bend in the limbs and rake a second reading, recording it as
reading number 2. Remove wood where necessary ro balance
out readings,

Step 10: Floor Tillering

When the first sign of bending occurs, match up the reading
tor hoth limbs and remove the stave from the vice. Place one
limb on a non-slip surface, grasp the center of the bow with
your dominant hand, and place the other hand at the top of
the stave. Pull the handle roward you and watch the botrom
limb to check the amount of bend. What is needed is
approximately four inches of deflection in both limbs for the
next step.

If necessary return the stave to the vice and take off
additional wood from both limbs, keeping measurements the
same until four inches of deflection is achieved.

Step 11: Building a Tillering Board
and String

(Figure 9). Tillering board: Use a 2" x 2" x 48" if supported
ina vice. Use a 2" x 2" x your heighr if a floor support is used.

Tillering string: Use a stout, braided string, one and one
third the length of the stave. Tie a loop at each end of the
string.

Lay out the tillering board as illustrated n Figure 10.
File or rasp a slight depression at the top of the tillering
board to hold the bow. Measure down ten inches and scribe
a line. Continue scribing lines every two inches. Using a
hand saw or power saw make a one-half inch cur ar each of
the lines. Make a second cur to widen the slot. Slant the
second cut of the underside to allow the string to slide in the
slot, (Figure 10).

Step 12: Cutting the Nocks

Slightly round the ends of bath limbs as in Figure 11. Cut in
side nocks one inch from the limb tip using a rat tail file.

FiG. I Nocks

FiG. 2

An alternative nock is the pin nock which is easier o
make tor the first time bowyer. Use a coping saw to make the
side cut and a chisel to split off the waste. (Figure 11).

Step 13: Real Tillering

Mount the tillering board in the bench vice vertically with
the top of the tllering board slightly above the top of your
head. Place the tillering string on the bow and mount the
bow in the saddle of the tillering board belly side down. Hold
the bow i place with your non-dommant hand and pull
down on the string with your dominant hand and slip the
string into a notch that exerts only maderate pressure on the
how limbs. (Figure 12).

The idea is to put only moderate pressure on the how
limbs to induce a slight bend. It is too early in the tillering
process ta put the bow under too much stress without caus-
ing permanent damage. Slide the six inch ruler along the
belly ro check the bend of the limbs. Any bending will allow
hight o show between the ruler and the belly of the bow. If
the limbs show no bend, take the bow off the tiller board,
take the string off and mount in the vice at the center of the
how and support the limb tip. Make sure that the measuring
lines are scribed on both sides of the bow. Take a very sharp
drawknife, and holding it vertically with the bevel away from
you and starting from the center of the bow, pull the
drawknite roward you all the way to the himb rip. The
drawkmife is being used much like a fumiture scraper with
handles on it. With practice, fluffy curls of wood can be
taken off the belly with this method. Less wood is taken off
than with the jack plane bur much more conrral is gained in
the tillering process. Take approximately twenty strokes off
each limb, taking full sweeps of the limb each rime.

(Figure 13). Remount the bow on the tillering board and
use the magic six inch ruler to check the limbs for bend. It
will probably be necessary to advance the string down one or
two notches. Since the wood has been taken off the belly of
the bow, it should show more willingness to bend. Continue
to take off more wood, rake measurements to keep rthe limbs
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Figure 13. Checking for bend with a six inch ruler.

balanced, checking often on the tllering board. 1 bows
should be tillered <o the limbs describe a semi-circle ar full
drww. Contimue to wse the ruler to check for even bend,
marking any areas with a pencil thar do nor bend evenly, Do
not under any circomstances remove wood from just one
spot. This could canse a sicklen bend called a hinge. A limb
with o hinge can be saved by removing wood on either side
of the hinge. Wood will also have 1o be taken oft the other
limb to match it up with the weaker limb, This will drasn
cally reduce the power of the bow, but will save the bow from
the scrap pile.

Step 14: Determining the
Fistmele Height

Fistmele  used 1o define the distance from the belly of the
bow 1o the string when the bow is stung

To determine if the bow s bending enough 1o put on a
bowstring, mount the bow on the tiller board with tillering
string, Cot a thin string to twosthids the nock 1o nock
length of the bow. Tie a loop in one end of the strimg and rie
a large rubber bund on the other end. Pur the string loop
through the tiller string loop and on the bow nock. Do the
same thing with the rubber bund. Memsure the distance from
the belly of the bow o the strerched streing. The fistmele
heght should be six to seven inches for this rvpe of bow

When tistmele heighe s achieved, the bow s ready tor o
real string.

The string should be three inches less in length than the
nock 1o nock lengrh of the bow 1o achieve proper fistmele
l)\'lulll

Making a string is another story. While it seems a shame
to put a man-made fiber string on such a primitive bow
design, until you do some reading and experimenting with
natural fibers, stick with B-5¢ Dacron. The author uses both
man-made and natural fibers for string marerals. String
making references are included in the reading st ar the end
of this article.
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Beaw string made from raw flax.

Step 15: Breaking in the Bow

String the bow by grasping the center of the bow in the
dommant hand and pulling roward you, The lower limb rests
against the instep, Using the non-dominant hand, bend the
upper himb away from the body while pushing the bowstring
loop mto the notch

Break the bow in by pulling the stning back ane-fourth
of the way 25 tmes, one-halt 25 times, three-fourths 23
times, and full draw 25 times. Full deaw is to the comer of the
mouth, The breaking in has stretched the back fibers and
compressed the belly fibers.

Never allow the bow to be drawn back any more thar
your draw length. If inyone else wants to deaw your bow
make sure that one of your arrows is on the string.

Step 16: Determining Draw Length
Draw length s needed in onder to determine arrow length
The armow length should be vour draw length plus one and
one hall inches. Thes Lu"‘\ broadheads ar a l\'\{\‘([d".\
distance from the knuckles. The spine weight of the arrows
shoukd be approximately ten pounds under the dry weight of
the bow so thar the arrow hends around the bow as it
released. (Primitive arrow makimg s a whole other story.)

Take o vardsuck and place it ar the base of your neck
Extend both arms out along the vardstick. Take a reading a2
the tip of your fingers. This will be vour draw length for a self
"l W,

Step 17: Getting an Estimate of the
Bow’s Draw Weight

The tirst bow may not be o hunting weight bow, but buildin
it successtully hﬂnp about satstaction and |\'rl\‘||\~ the Jnm
tor build a bow out of a regular stave. (Again, that is anothes
story.)
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To check draw weight, use the tillering board and a
bathroom scale. The tller board is held vertically on the
scale, Place the string of the strung bow in the saddle ar the
top of the riller board and pull down on the how handle,
Mark off your draw length on the opposite side of the tiller
board. Pull the front of the bow down to this mark and read
the scale. It is a good idea to have a friend hold the top of the
tiller board in position to steady it and take a reading off the
scale because at this point, you will be sweating bullets.

(Figure 14).

¢
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Step 18: Finishing the Bow

Finishing the bow consists of final sanding, applying a finish

to seal i, and applying a handle wrap.

Reading List

The Bent Stick, Paul Comstock. (Bow Construction).

The Traditional Bowyers Bible, Volume 2. (Building Strings).

Instinctive Shooting, G. Fred Asbell. (Shooting the Bow).

Editor’s Note: If you follow the inseructions and build a sapling D
bow, let us know the results, Send a photograph. We want o
know how your bow came our. Questons can be forwarded to the

author through L&R.

= l)’.l
= Q.
b

Table 1

(measurements for bows pictured)
WOOD LENGTH
Hickory 62"

70"

57"

58"

WEIGHT

20# @ 28"
45% @ 28"
30# @ 26"
46# @ 28"

Black Locust
Red Oak*®
Osage

*Backed with Raw flax fibers

P

HANDLE
1" x 5/8"
1-1/2" x 5/8"

1-5/16" x 1/2"

1-1/2" x 1/2"

LoNGBOws & RECURVES™
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Quiver with two strung bows, black locust and hickory,

MID-LIMB
7/8" x 5/16"
1-1/8" x 1/2"
1.5/16" x 3/8"
1-1/2" x 3/8"

NOCK

3/4" x 1/4"
3/4" x 5/16"
3/4" x 5/16"
1-1/4" x 1/4"

1997
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LEGENDARY X SCOTTISH 2 BOWYER

........

Richard Galloway
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ith the death of Richard Galloway in July,
1995, the present genevation lost an extraor-
dinary man in the field of archery.

Galloway learned his bowmaking skills from a master
bowyer who was the last in a series of unbroken apprentice-
ships going back over three hundred years. Galloway applied
his knowledge, his inquiring mind, and practical skills to the
nprovement of bow performance through design and exper-
imentation. Moreover, he fostered understanding of historic
archery practice and practical knowledge of the capabilities
of bows from ancient history by recreating weapons of antig-
uity trom all over the world.

Sadly, there 1s no single comprehensive collection in
existence today o record his achievements for the archen
world for although he made many expermmental and historic
hows, Galloway was a generous man who gave most of these
away to friends, archers, and fellow bowmakers. Plans are
underway, however, for a biography by Galloway’s friends,
Jim Wigzins and Tony Roe.

Galloway was bom in Carnoustie, on the cast
P const of Scotland, near Dundee, around 1914, The
| OXACT vear seems to be a matter of debar S s dre some
other facts of his life. Born to a family of skilled
“ironmastens” who are said to have builr the firse
car in Scotland, by the time Galloway was thir-
teen, his interest in bows was alrexdyv firmly
entrenched. At that time he spent all of his free time at
the workshop of Hewitt's, a local firm which contin-
ved 1o make the sporting longbow aloneside its
main product of golf clubs,

[t was at Hewirt's thar the voung Galloway learmed
about bows and their making under the guidance of
master bowver Mr. Burnett, who was in his eighnies at
the time. The bowyer commanded great respect in the
community and was alwavs referred to as “Mr. Burnert”
since using his firsst name was considered too familiar.
One ot Galloway’s pupils, Chris Bovion, tells of
Galloway’s frequent recollection of being exhorted by his
father to *Tip your hat to the bowyer, Richie® whenever they
passed him on the street,

Galloway conrinued this respect for the historic profes-
sion of “bowyer” by maintaining fiercely that only those
correctly indenrured and trained, and so ennirled to sell
traclitional woad bows to the general populace, could
ever adopt the title. Galloway himself, however, never
admitted o completing a formal apprenticeship, for he was
interested in the wider field of arms and armor, and studied
this largely unresearched subject at the rthree main Art

L .l‘“k'L:l"' in Scotland.
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Never a dedicared rarger archer or hunter since he was
more tnterested in the history of the how and its technical
performance, Galloway would re-create hows ro rest their
shooting characteristics and efficiency, largely by flight
shooting to test their range and hitting power. Nevertheless,
he could shoot well enough to give frequent shooting
demonstrations. For example, one anecdote provided by
friends of Galloway tells of an incident resulting in the only
known example of an aircraft being grounded with & how
and arrow. When ordered by an officer (albeit somewhat
misguided) o shoor the RAF insignia (a red, white, and blue
mull.|c“ on the lll.\('l.l!_’\‘ ol a p.lrL‘cJ amncratt at a ~]1m>lln'_;
demonstration ar a Roval Air Force station, Galloway had to
obey. The result was an aircraft pur out of commission for
repairs as the arrow was right on targer.

hile a rear gunner in Lancaster bombers during

World War I, Galloway still found a place for the

old weapons in modern warfare. Should he crash,
he ensured that he had the means of self-defense beside him
in the the rear gunner's rarret—a ninety pound draw weight
latar bow and arrows, made by himself and based on a
rwelfth century desien

Scotlano

2 4
4 Py ;
¢ Carnoustie -

-
of
°|
N

Silhouette illustrations by Martin L. Hewley
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Galloway's  somewhat
theatric vesture of liter-
ally  dropping  three
Hitler's
bunker on one night-

ATrOwWsS on

time  bombing mission
aver Berlin also repre-
sented his admiration of
the ancient method of warfare. Later Galloway set three
arrows against a night sky as the logo for his
Galloway Archery Products. (Ironically, in
1937 before hostlities had  begun,
Galloway constructed a hunting how
for Hermann Goerring, one of
Hitler's right-hand men.)

Through the years, Galloway ganed expertise in
howmaking and shooting and became an acknowledged
expert, particularly in the re-creation of histonc artifacts. He
became a specialist in the use of fiberglass, a skill he devel-
oped making casts and replicas of old, fragile armor from
European museums. During the 1940s, in parallel with
bowmakers in the United States, he expenimented with this
material, progressing from woven fiberglass reinforced resins
ro uni-directional reinforcement, stretching the fibers on an
iron bedstead contraption and casting the laminate on sheets
of glass, When cut free, the laminate curled with pretension,
thus adding to its performance; however, after many experi-
ments with fiberglass, he became adamant that it did lirtle to
improve the performance of well-made straight-limbed bows
although it did improve their reliability. The result was that
he restricted its use to recurved bows,

Thus. Galloway is acknowledged as the initial producer
of the first recurved fiberglass compaosite bows in Britan at
his Galloway Archery Products founded in 1948,

ther projects included acting as consultant to

Slazenger and designing bows for Jacques, inc luding

the popular “Black Mamba,” a long, sently recurved
flathow. with the riser cut to allow for both lefr and right
handed shooting. Most of his designs, however, went tor
export to the United States and the European continent. For
example, some went to Greenhorn Archery in Belgium,
although when the bows were modified by other hands,
Galloway insisted that his name be removed because, sources
say, he maintained some of the “improvements” made the
l"( WS llnl'(‘ll.lhlc.

Galloway Archery Products was founded in 1948, and
Galloway took on various apprentices as needed to fulfill the
srowing number of bow orders from his well-respected busi-
ness. Apprentices included George Bimie, who later took
over the company. After a complicated business hustory,
Galloway Archery Products ultimately became Border
Archery, one of the top producers of recurves and American
Jongbows in Britain today. Sources give other well-known
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names as Galloway apprentices, but these are unsubstant
ated and are being researched.

In the 1970s Galloway fostered a serious pracrical inter
est in the capabilities of bows of the past after being|
introduced 10 a young builder of great strength, Joh
Noonan, whom he trained i the use of heavy draw weigh
bows. At this time Galloway founded a group of youns
archers called the “Clothyarders,” who tested many of his re
creations, some well over 100 pound draw weight and draw
to thirty-two inches or more (unheard of at the time).

iend and pupil, Tony Roe, recounts the time when the

Clothvarders were using re-creations of medieval w

bows at a Jocal target round. Twa club member
approached Galloway and began to comment on tl
unorthodox techniques. One suggested that as coach fro
the Grand National Archery Soctety (Britains governing
tareet body), he could suggest improvements. Gallowa
patiently listened and then “pretending not to understand
some small derail, handed [the coach] a bow, an inoftensiy
looking thing, and asked him o demonstrate,” said Roe. The
coach nocked an arrow and stood in the approved targe
manner, starting to draw.

“He got to about six inches and his eves popped out
his head.” Roe recounts. “Dick took back the bow and gav
it to John Noonan, who effortlessly drew it back to thirt
mwo inches and shot a fair distance. “What weight is that
gasped Coach. ‘About 140 pounds,’ said Richard.” Atte
that, as Roe tells ir, “we never received any more coaching

Archers interested in making bows were offered souns
advice and guidance, but Galloway always left them a litt
tor discaver for themselves. Since he had developed his ows
skills by practice and application, he believed this was tf
only way for a pupil to progress. Generous with his time an
knowledge and infinitely patient with those who woul
listen and learn, friends recount, Galloway did have b
limits and his dry sense of humor could take over. O
inquirer persistently and repeatedly questioned  him
minute detail about gluing techniques until Galloway gre
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exasperated and sent a two-part adhesive, complere with
instructions, Upon the expected complaine that it failed
dismally, Galloway replied: “Who would attempt to make @
glue from milk and honey!”

alloway’s dedication 1o archery made a colorful

career for him and a fascinating life to hear about

today. Working intermittently throughout his life as
a consultant 1o film and television companies, he struggled
to introduce accuracy into the visions of the Hollywood film-
makers at a rime when the historical film was extremely
popular. His work on epics such as “The Prince of Foxes™ in
1949, “The Black Rose” in 1950, and Orson Welle's “Chimes
at Midnight™ in 1967, however, are uncredited. Even so, the
authenticity and style of the hattle scenes in the laver,
including a brilliant sequence of the archers at Azincourt
{(medieval Agincourt), are reckoned by many critics to be
among the hest on film. One of Galloway’s methods was ©
re-create armor and weapons in fiberglass which was barely
distinguishable from the historical “real thing.”

Galloway's friends tell the story they say was recounted
by Jack Flinton, now deceased. Flinton, another grand old
man of archery worked in Hollywood and filled in for
Galloway while he travelled on horseback across the Atlas
Mountains to recruit several hundred Berber horsemen to
play Mongolian cavalry in “The Black Rose.” Galloway, after
teaching these men to shoot in the traditional Arab fashion
which is thumb and forefinger on string, apparently allowed
colleagues to believe tor some years that these impressive
archery skills were an instinctive race memory.

Said to be an extraordinarily brave man, Galloway was
the only white man allowed in the Berber villages at that
time. Even so, a resentful village elder shat at him because he

disliked the fact that Galloway was
taking voung men from the village,
Galloway kept the musket ball, flat-
tened when it hit a rock, as a souvenir,
according to Tony Roe.

Much like his American counterpart, Howard Hill,
whom Galloway met in Hollywood and for whom he is
said to have made a bow, according to friends inter-
viewed, Galloway was an athlete in other areas besides
archery, Galloway recounted the story to friends of rent-
ing a flat in London with Erroll Flynn. The two men's
saber practice before breakfast up and down the stair-
case resulted in damage which somewhat distressed 8. -
the property owner. 2 I

Although Galloway's bowmaking was initally b 225,
rooted in history, it is paradoxical that he was before his |
time. The recent growth of interest in traditional bows
in the archery world has come too late to benefit 0 1}'
firsthand from his extensive knowledge. This gener- &
ation can benefit, however, from his bow £\ )

[ ——

-4

designs, the instruction and knowledge imparted to his
“_ pupils, and the memones of his good friends.

\'\ Editn's Note: Achievements and contmbutions of

; ;? Scortish bowver Richard Galloway for the maost part

0 were not recorded when he was alive, so mformation

. must come from friends, business associates, and

. acquameances. This material was provided 10

- Longbows and Recurves by Hilary Greenland, an

 English bowmaker and flewher, after her interviews

/ with Chris Boyton, Tony Roe, James "Ollic”
Holywood, Martin Hincheliffe, and Jim Wiggmns.

’
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by Krista Holbrook

[——‘
|
!

ell, i looked like anather attempt at spring clean-

ing had pone amuss. Instead of ruthlessly

dispensing with accumulated clutrer, which had

been my intent, it seemed that 1 had once again
simply unearthed buried treasures, As my hushand, Sterling,
helped examine the booty, my “give away box™ diminished
before my very eyes.

Since Sterling and | make bows and arrows and assorted
archery tackle for our own use, we just never know what
might come in handv. [ knew | had better save those bags of
old rurkey feathers, all scraps of brain-tanned hide, and any
of the wood or cane shoots that just seemed 1o accumulare
everywhere, It was ohvious most were nor straight enough to
have a prayer of becoming an arrow shaft, bur mavbe they
wonhd be useful for a new “lazy back rest™ somedav. It is amaz-
ing that before | was a hunter, 1 had thought all of these
treasures were simply old rubbish and junk.

Another thing | have leamed over the years is to not
dispose of archery related magazines or reading materal.
They frequently come in handy, like when we pot a heck of
a deal on o Wyoming mule deer hune ar the Professional
Bowhunrers Sociery banquet. As soon as we arrived home,
Srerling unearthed literally dozens of articles and storics
relating 1o the area which we would be vasiting, Prior to
departure, we knew all about climate, topography, laws, and
various hunting technigues tor the area. So, disposimg of
reading material is just not done.

At rhis pont, now mcluded in my “give away box™ were

\

mastly 3 few worn out and broken tools and some odd cloth-
ing. Surely this was junk which | could dispense of withour
guilt. With that in mind, 1 pulled some old pants from the
hox and held them up for inspection. Although | could nor

remember ever having seen them before, they were obvi-
ously quite worn and were covered with little patches.

“Oh man! Where did vou find my old “archery pants?”
Sterling asked. “Your archery pants,” | replied with a laugh
“They look like old worn our hunting pants to me. Look ar
all of the patches.”

Snarching the lightweight, baggy pants and shipping
them on over the pants he was wearing, Sterling grabbed o
shorter flat bow and stood at a resting stance, slipping the
lower limb tip into one of the patches. The patches, as 1t
wirned our, were not patches at all, but einy hirtle pockers
designed to support and protect the lower tip ot a bow limb
Years ago when almost evervone shor a recurve, Sterling
explained, he and his onginal archery pals all had “archeny
pants.” immuediarely could see the porenrial for the pockers
on the pants.

The patch, just above the knee, would be o good hunt-
ing bow rest while standing on the ground or ina tree stand.
The 1dea of the pocker i< ro provide a comfortable bow rest

which would also mmimize movement when gomy trom rest
to full deaw. The one near the ankle was to rest the bow in
the same position while sitting in a tree stand or on stool. For
example, the tree stand thar | ouse has an expanded
aluminum base which is lighrweight but hard on a bow tip.
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Sterling Holbrook

wears his

revivet

“archery pants.”

My bow tip had shpped oft of my boor rop once, striking the
aluninum and making a loud noise. I was sure it had spooked
game for miles around.

Yes, | conceded, the Yarchery pants” were a great idea.
Whar puzzled me was thar | have never seen the addition of
|‘.\l("l ;‘nkkch on any of the ~|‘in;||t\' bowhunter ¢ !u(l]m;:
these davs. Then it dawned on me. These were pre-
compound and were made for the tip of a recurve bow.

The pants are Vietnam-cra tiger stripe cotton, very
tough, but lightweight and quict. These particular pants
served double dury, Srerling said. During colder hunting
season, they were an outer cover offering protection for more
expensive wool pants. Earlier in the season, with a pair of
suspenders and T-shirt, they made cool, lightweight pants for
the wiarm southern weather.

Digging through the box again, |
retrieved a pair of discards that | y
thought | might alter ro make
myselt o pair of “archery pants.”

Mo
q:’ T\f ,‘
{ . o? J

v g /_,\ : “; - ~...‘\\
' ‘\'?H S {‘&‘ e

Looking ar the few remaining items, [ was <till rempted 1

make a oken trip to the thritt shop, but then again, some of
that stuff might come in handy, so | returned it to the closet.
Meanwhile, T kept an eye out for some patch material for my
pants,

While Sterling's pants had pockets sewn tor a heavier
recurve, they sull are a great benefit with o lighter strmght
limb bow: | found that the pocket should not be sewn flar ro
the material, and the location of the patch on the pants will
depend on the length of the bow. The bottom shoald be
double-stitched espec I.I”\ for recurves, as that is where most
of the strain takes place. Marterial which has a waterproot
membrane like Goretex should not be sewn through,
however, or leaks will be created around the stirching

The surprise comes with how pleasant and ette
tive something so simple can be, but sn't thae
whar traditional archery s all abour?
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sing grunt tubes and other calls o communicare

with whitetails can be challenging, exciting, and

productive. Next to my bow, a good grunt tube is my
most valuable piece of equipment when hunting whitetails,

When | first began using communication with deer, [ did
so with only antlers. Though there were successes, it wasn't
until | began using a grunt wbe, alone and in conjunction
with the antlers, that my success ar lunng deer increased
significantly. During the last ten years | have discovered that
using a call will cause deer to be more responsive than
anything clse. For this reason, my grunt tube goes with me
whether | am hunting with a bow, gun, or camera, Regardless
of where | hunt in North America, [Hind that for every buck
| rattle in, ten o fifteen will come to grunting and bleating.

Wherther a novice or seasoned veteran, you don't need
to know how 1o make every vocalization of a whitetail ro be
successtul, [ urge hunrers to keep calling simple by mastering
two or three different sounds. By sticking to the grunt, doe
bleat, and on rare occasion the fawn bleat (a distress call) a
hunter can cover all the bases in pursuit of whitetail bucks,

For the maost part, whitetail bucks make two kinds of
grunts, contented and rutting. The contented grunts are hriet
and calm and made by both bucks and does 1o keep track of
each other. On the other hand, rurting grunts can be
frequent, drawn our, and sometmes loud, especially when
made by bucks in pursuit of an estrous doe.

When using a grunt
tube to simulate a buck’s
gurtural  grunt, hunters
should call softly ar fisst, It
1s my experience that thisis
the most critical aspect of

grunting  for  whatetails.

While deer are verv vocal creatures, most of their grunting
is not very loud. The only time | blow loudly on a grunt tube
is after | have called a buck and he gives no indication of
hearing me.

“I urge hunters to keep calling
simple by mastering two or
three different sounds.”

by Charles J. Alsheim

Deer calls are easy to use, and very litte pracrice

required, By listening to a skilled caller, a novice can go in
the woods and make realistic deer sounds, The key is
I\nn\\ \\'h(-n O use o ~[\cclfl( L‘J”. hc It grunt or Mc\n.

One example of how | have successtully used a grum
rube is with my 1991 New York bow buck. The day was n
great from a weather standpoint. It dawned warm, damp, ar
windless. Inspite of these conditions | headed for my favoris
hemlock tree stand hoping for the best. Trying not to spo
any deer, | slowly picked my way ro the tree which wa
locared in the thickest part of the bedding area. | covered tf
tive hundred yards to the tree flawlessly, bur in the predaw
darkness spooked a deer when I was halfway up the tree.

Not knowing what it was, | readied myself for a long <2
About a half hour after legal light, | heard a lone gurour
erunt in the gully below me. | couldn’t see o thing throug
the thick undergrowth, but | knew a buck was someplac
below. | brought my grunt tube to my lips and softly grunte
twice. Within a mmute | could see the wide racked buch
cormng toward me sttt legeed with hair on end and cars
pulled back, In one motion [ drew my bow, aimed, and shos
The big eight pointer never knew what hit him. Withour the
grunt rube | never \\nnH have had a « hance Al him.

It used to be that | would never use a deer call unless
| saw a deer first, This 1s no Jonger the case. Often when
still-hunting | will come across a location that looks righs
for deer. When this happens | w
find a spot that gives me good cover
get ready, then give off two to fous
short grunts or doe blears, If there
no response, [ will wait a few minutes
hefore calling again, It | am using the
buck grunt, during the secon
sequence | will often give off two or three drawn out grunts
which sound like a buck's ageressive grunt ro try and ger
buck to respond. On several occasions during the last tw
years this rechnique has offered opportunities to take
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Longbow hunter grunting for whitetails.
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When using a grunt tube to simulate a buck's guttural grimt, hunters should call softly at firse:

bucks as they came to the sound of the grunting and doe
hlearing.

An excellent time to use a grunt tube when rree stand
hunting is when a buck walks through the woods our of
range. When this takes place. | begin by grunting softly on
the tube to try and ger the buck stopped. It he doesn't stop, |
grunt louder. Onee stopped, the buck will invariably look
around o locate the sound. Then [ grunt again, just loud
enough for him to hear the grunt, It he begins walking
toward me, 1 don’t grunt again unless he hangs up or changes
direction, This rechnigque can often put i buck within fifreen
yards of your location.

The doe Bleat is not as effective as the buck grune, but 1
have had a lot of suceess with it over the years. This call
works well during the rur, and 1 like 1o use it most when I'm
on stand and the action is slow. Usially [ will give out a series
of three doe blears then wait about halt an hour to repeat the
sequence, IEa buck is within earshot and interested, the

34 SUMMER

sound of my doe blear will often cause him to come looking
I view it as a real buck attractant during the rur when bucis
are looking for any available doe they can find. | also use the
1’.!" \\'hcl‘\ hlll\llnf_' over a alt'u\\‘ 1O ger a |‘m'k‘~ arrention,

The fawn bleat s a distress call and Lseldom use it duning
hunting season because it indicates stress and danger. | use 4
extensively, however, when photographing does and fawng
during the summer months. There is no better way 1o get 8
doe's or tawn'’s attention; | have called fawns 2 number 4
times within fifteen vards using this call.

Selecting a good grunt tube is nor thar easy. For the moss
part tubes are sold in plastic packaging making it impossibls
to try them in advance. It is vital thar the hunter knows whas
a given brand sounds like before buying it

A hunter must know whether a given brand of tube cand
be blown loudly and still sound realistic. Many brands on the
market sound like duck calls when volume is required. I
important that the tube requires litle effort 1o Blow sine
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hunting in cold weather does strange things
to a hunter’s lips. If a tube requires much
effort to blow, the results can be discourag-
ing. So, it a tube takes more effort to hlow
than it rakes to fog a windowpane, don't
buy . Finally, from a practicality stand-
point vou might consider an adjustable tube
which allows you 1o make both the doe
bleat and buck grunts with one call.

rartling, no aspect of
deer hunning is more
than
ratthing i a buck.
Once you have done
it, you will be
hooked  for  life.
During the last six vears while hunting in

challenging

vartous parts ot North America, | have
rattled in over a hundred bucks.

[tis my experience that the prime time
to rattle whitetatls is during the two week
period prior to the peak of the rue. Also, if
the buck to doe ratio is no more than three
to four does for every antlered huck,
rartling will work. The lower the rato the
better the response because of preater
competition tor breedable does.

When rattling, [ do it in a sequence
mvolving three steps. Because few fights |
have seen lasted more than five minutes, |
first rattle tor about a minute and a half,
pause for about thirty seconds, then rattle

for a munute and a halt, pause for tharty seconds, and finally
conclude the sequence by rattding for another minute and a
half. When finished, | quietly lay the antlers on the gronnd
or hang them up. During the sequence | incorporate a series
of grunts 1o add realism to the process. When bucks fight
there s o ot of grunting and on occasion bawling emanates
from the fray.

| hewin rthe sequence by merely tickling the tines together
tor several seconds, then really ger into 1 by rarthing loudly and
ageressively, the louder the berter. 1 rattle loudly and ageres-
sively because the best tighrs T have witnessed were very noisy.
Starting the rattling sequence with the tine tickling results
from my desire 1o set up in thick cover, Because of
this ser up [ st softly so as not to spook any
nearby deer before my rattling gets louder.

Personally | prefer a natural set of 120-
130 class antlers for rattling. The key is
thar they not be weather checked, other-

than rattling, no aspect of deer
hunting is more challenging than
rattling in a buck.”

wise they will sound punky. Soaking them for abour two
hours each year in a hucket of water will keep their rone
accurate, Though | prefer natural antlers 1 have rattled bucks
in with synthetic antlers. My major gnpe with synthenics s
that they are not heavy enough 1o project the amount of
sound thar | want. In 1993 | ook my rattling in another
direction by rattling in and killing a 160+ gross whiretail in
Saskatchewan with a Lohman rattle box. So, the key is not
necessarily what you use 1o rattle, but whae it sounds like.

Though [ have Though 1 have
found calling whire- “ K3 : killed  bucks  while
tails to he more Th”ugh I hav‘ found Cau‘ng ratthng from both the
successtul — rhan u}hi[etajls to be more SuCCCSSﬁd ground  and  tree

stands, rattling trom
the ground where |
can make more natural
sounds, like breaking
branches and rusthing
leaves, has been more
successtul.
Untortunately, it is more difficult to get a shot from ground
level, particularly with a bow, unless someone else is doing the
rartling. Consequently, teaming up with another hunter can
be a very successtul way ro get a buck close,

When using the team concepr, | like to have a person
rattling close to the shooter, and no more than twenty-five
vards away. The reason for this is that bucks will often circle
the rartling sound, trving to get downwind. It the raceler is
too far trom the shooter, seldom does a shot present irself.

A common happening when rattling is to have a buck
stop just out of range, Actually all he is doing s being
cautious and rrving 1o figure out where the fight s, When
this happens, rely on the grime tube o bring the buck in
close. Usually one or two sotr grunts will coax ham close
enough for a shot. As mentioned previously, the key 1s to
blow on the tube as sottly as possible while stll making sure
he hears the erunt.

Generally the first and last two hours of the day are the
best times to rattle; however, don't rule our midday. 1f there
15 a full moon during late November, rattling during lunch
tme can be very productive since there s usually steady
whitetail movement during this moon phase. Cool, overcast,
windless days during early November are hest.

When calling atter the rut or during the post-rut, |
use the grunt tube the same way as during the rue. If ] use

ratthing antlers ar all, | use them spar-

o ingly. Instead of rattling in loud
o oo sequences |ojust tickle them rtogether to

simulate sparring bucks.

Calling whitetails with grunt rubes
and antler ratthing works, These are pieces
of equipment you detinieely should learn
L0 Mmaster.
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By the Editors of Longbows & Recurves

his can be considered our “gadget” issue.

As indicated by the volume of new

product press releases we receive, the market

: for the traditionalist is growing as fast as the

N <R ' B sport. Including everything from arrows and

| | ¥ bows to recliners and tree stands, new prod-

| ® ucts are introduced to the market everyday.

" Some we find to be improvements and some

raise a red flag to “let the buyer beware.”
Some even give us a chuckle.

Sometimes, however, we question why
information on a particular product was sent
to Longbows & Recurves, a traditional maga-
zine, which, in turn, leads us to question
what is traditional and what is not. What
about high tech fabrics? What about GPS
devices? What about synthetic calls?

Anyway, the expanding market is
providing some interesting new products.
We include some of these new products,
some old stand-bys that have proven their
worth, and some which are just fun. We
hope you enjoy reading Longbows &

Recurves equipment issue.

ho

t Feinr b CoRas
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Compact Trail Saw

- .

Bracklynn Products, Inc. of
Tuscaloosa, Alabama is marker-
ing a new folding trail saw for
both camp and home. Accond-
ing to Bracklynn, this saw is
different from other models
because of the unique position-
ing of the razor sharp reeth,
Standard

teeth so the cut is wider than the

saws feature offset
blade 1o eliminate binding: the

Bracklynn  folding trail  saw
features a tapered blade which
climinates binding and allows
the teeth o he ]‘l;u el in direct
line with no offset for a thinner,
Faster cut,

The saw features straight
reeth ~h;lr]‘<'lu\| on both sides so

the saw cuts on both pushing

misting eftecr,
offering  complete
ol

placement on boot

control scent

pads, over scrapes,

and around hunt-

ing stands. One blast of the Buck | TML Associates

Staop scent pump  applicator
equals one drop of liguid.

The new applicator is sold

| separately for hunters wanting to | Hands Free

conduct scent experimentations
and should be available ar most

sporting oods dealers.

Buck Stop Lire Company, Inc.
3600 Grow Road, N\,

PO, Box 636

Stantem, MI 48855-0636
517-762-5091

Realtree Camou-
flage Furniture

Ihis was something thar caught
our collective eye: camouflage
furniture, including

I weseat, \|x'(‘ T
I

rockerfrecliner, single chair, and | stand for hands free use and a
ottoman made by Bassett Fumni- | new lens which projects more

ture Company with Realtree
L.unuuﬂ;lgc.

a sofa, | which swings open ta four stand-
sofa, | alone positions to provide a

| conventional flashhghts.

flage. Bassert hand-crafts
cach of these items, and

all carry a three vear
limited
workmanship.

\\'.ll'l’.ll\(‘]' on

Spartanburg, SC
864-583-2678

Flashlight

High-Gain 150, a new advanced
technology flashlight recently

was selected as one of the best
new products at a recent show in
Chicago. It has a rarcher-grip

light mto the beam than other

and  pulling  strokes
which decreases sawing
time by

some  sixty

percent and makes 1t
easier and safer to start a
cut. This is especially
useful for the tree stand
hunter who may have to

extend to cur a branch.

Bracklynn Products, Inc
4400 Stillmam Bhud.
Swate ©

Tscaloosa, AL 35401
205-345-2697

] Measuring 6 3/4 inches
in length by 1 3/4 inches
wide, its compactness belies
the bright heam which has a

projects one-tourth mile.

‘ This  flashlight s
certainly something a hunter
can live withour, but if you

like gadgets, this may be a
20 ad one.
Diamond Light Industries, Inc.
3191-A Aaport Loop Drive
Costa Mesa, CA 92626

1 BOC-504-4448

Buck Stop

Spray Pump
A new spray pump applicaror
allows a hunter to et the mast

According 1o

information, each of the new

compeny

preces 1s constructed of soft 100
percent cotton brushed denim

' . fabric and is available in the new
from his scents by causing a fine ‘ Realtree X-tra Brown camou- | Qutdoors which features more

Turkey Vest

The gobbler hunters mighr like

this new vest from Haas
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There are a lota
pockets and compartments
m this belr, and a told out
leg apron L’cq‘s irems at
easy reach once vou sit
down. Also included is the
padded one inch foam scat
in the rear.

Haas Owedonrs, Inc.

| PO, Box 757

West Pomr, MS 39773
601 -494-85858

The Twister

pockets and compartments than

any vest on the market. In addi-
tion, 1t 1s sard to be hghweight
and cool.

Officially called  the
Twenty-Pocket  Super  Elite
Turkey Vest, the upper half is
made with mesh. Ir also features

8 afully ined game bag, adjustable

waist  tasteners,  fully  lined
appered pockets, and a drop
down one inch foam seat with a
zipper.

Haas Outdixns, Inc
P.O. Box 757

West Pome, MS 39773
601 -494-9959

Turkey Belt

Turkey hunters preferring turkey
belts might like this. Haas
Qurdoors says the bele came
abour as a result of suggestions
and requests from some of the
best wrkey  hunters in the
nation.

Seat

We haven't tried this ver, bt
company information makes it
sound worth a trv. The nylon
ball bearings in an cight inch
high swivel seat are said 10 tum |
as slowly or as quickly as the situ-
lation calls for withour the

normal rusthing of fabric, leaves,
and so forth.
The Twister weights seven

pounds, has a round sear size of

two inches by twelve inches
comes with a carrying strap. [t
available in either Mossy Qs
Advantage camo patterns,

APl Onedowrs, Inc.
602 Kimbrough Drive
Taltulah, LA 71282
S00-225-4846

Windfloaters

If vou have an extra pocker, +
might  want o

carry a lirtle pack-
age of fifty fibers
which will help
you know the
wind  pattern.
Windtloaters are natural fibs
which are feather-light so tf

float along with wind curren
following every updraft or dows
dratt. By releasing two or three

the Windfloaters, the hunter ¢ 1
establish an invisible line 4

where his scent 1s bemg carned
Ihey might just become nin
tant lirtde friends.

APl Outdoors, Inc,
602 Kimbrowgh Drive
Tallidah, LA 71282
S00-228-4846

Rocky Mountain
Titanium 100
Broadhead

Barrie  Archery  Broadhead

recently announced its titanieg
head, offering a stronger fermud
than  aluminum  (10X) o
lighter than steel (about half th
weight), This s a moduls
broadhead, not a rraditiond
model. However, thousands

longbow and recurve shoorers &
use modular beads, somerima
on aluminum or carbon arrows
and sometimes with adapters .
wooden arrows. The new T
nium 130 would be especially

home with carbons, | thind
because of the light weight

TLONGBOWS & RECURVES'
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the head. Strength is a leading
feature of this head, with its one-

picce  body,  ferrule  and
cut-on-tmpact  tip, which s
machined from solid titanium,

The vented blades run .Q30-
inches thick and the three-blade
design gives a 1 1/8-inch curting

diamerer.

Barric Archery
P.O). Box 452
Waseca, MN 56093

507-835-35859

— Sam Fadala

L

Arch Darts

Pro-Release, Inc. has a new

target face tor game-plaving wirh | photographers

the bow. It's a takeoff on the dart
hoard game, and it provides a
| large number of challenges for
competition with vourself or for
several bowshooters. The rarget
is usetul tor archers of all ages,
and certainly works with trali-
It with
instructions and rules for playing

tional  bows. comes
different archery games,

| Pro-Release, Inc.
33551 Giftos
Clinton Tounship, MI 48035
810-792-1410

Sam Fadala
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| come in handv back ar the truck
‘

ARCH DARTS =2==3> | Single Use

new Vivitar Hawkeve Series, a
waterproof camera with Advan-
tage camoutlage. More than one
camera has been left out in the
woods which we've had to go

back for after a rain, © we can
attest to the fact thar a warer-

The Multi-Tool

The multi-tool may be the ulti-
mate in gadeers for the hunter.
The Schrade Tough Tool has
implements  and

proof teature is important,
It's focus-free, of course, and

pre-loaded  with  a

comes
twenty-four exposure roll. It is
nwenty-one 7

l cased in a waterproof plastic
HLigTe

functions IS compact,
measuring 4 34 inches folded
and weighing eight ounces.

This

which can be opened and closed

housing and 1s submersible, the
company promises, 1o a depth of

ten feet,

is a “can-da” ool

Vivitar

1280 Rancho Ci mejo Bi nievard
P.O. Box 2359, Depr. P
Newbury Park, CA 91320
8C5-498-7008

with one hand, and is comfort-
able to hold. You mght not
want to carry 1t when you're
hunting, but it certainly can

with functions thar include
regular amd needlenose plier,
Vise, Wire CuUrter, can opener,
awl, scraping blade, wood fire,

and so on,

Impenal Schrade Corp.
2.7

Y Y "33
800-272-7233

Camera
One and
Recurves's tavorite wildlife

ot

Longhows
th\t'\ not

recommend disposable

but

can come in handy and gives |

cameras, realizes they
a couple of shooting tips.
(See this issue’s “Smile and !
Say  Cheese"” by Paul 3 3;
Brown.) i

So, it you do opr for the BOWhunhng
Apparel

Woolrich, a company we have

%),

single use camera, we like the

outfitted our families with for
years, is focusing on bowhunters
in 1ts new hunring apparel line.
It might be worth your time to
imvestigate the new bowhunting

/ tocus which offers utility wear
p -

SUMMER 1997

that is touted to be lighrweicht, |
funcrional through a full range '
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of motion, w ith J('\lun features
attuned 1o drawing and cleanly
shooting a bow. Thev're also
concentrating on options  for
layering for all-seasons hunting

comfort

We think they are doing
their and
\h\'\kln‘_:

he MewWy rk unn“

recommenc their

camo  patterns i insulated

chamois cloth |.|\k('l~. unlined

jackets, shirts, unlity pants, and

both long and short sleeve tee

shirts. If vou can't find these in
vour local store, vou might try
calling for a catalog and ordering

information.

[ Wonlrich
B00-995-1299

' Outdoor Cooking

|f\~ our kids say, "Coool!™ It
smokes, 1t fries, it gnlls, and it
bakes. This backpacking stove is

l 300

Q0N stainless steel, folds less

| than one inch l|\l\k. and l-um\

charcoal, wood, stermo, and

STILL GOING...

n Sam Fadala

Grizzly Broadheads
The

long history of success among

Grizzly broadhead has a

bowhunters who prefer tradi-
tional tackle. In 100, 125, or
160 grain weights, with o 190

-

grain model for truly heavy

bows as well, the Grizzly boasts

excellent flicht and strength

the Grizzly penetrate well, and
are especially effective when
they hit bone, such as a rib on
entry or exit. These heads do

not windplane. The notion that
I il sohd one-prece hroadheads

windplane is generally stared by
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K)hv.‘-pu'\ ¢ solid broadheads like |

SUMMER

vIII\l 1S NOW representing tf

‘ hunting and fishing skills of the

' Eastern  Woodland  Nat
American. Paluh says in |

brochure: | fascinated

Native Tl

hunting was an art mativated |

these hunlcl\

survival. 1u l\' .1HL' to hur
successtully, the hunters neede

y endurance and patience alo
| butine, Two  sizes, twelve

and ‘

with a steady band, a sharp cye
a swift foor and a strong an
skills enabled them

"

' L‘li_:hl\ on Ill\ll\'-
These
! Pyvomud Outdinn Cooking Systems
3292 South Highuway 97
Rexdmomd, OR 97756
541-548-1041

survive in i harsh land
of the forty-fe

Limited Edition Prins
published by Jack Palub Art

I“\

Some

'StateoftheArf

[ We can't show you an example

were \n-;\nl‘ll\hvd wite
other organizations, includir
Minnesota Deer Hunrer Assoc
ation and the Pennsylvan
\“}mrtcr of the Natonal WX
Turkey Federation

since it wouldn't do justice, but
.\\c admire the prints of Jack

| PJIII'L We saw l|1(' prnts i a

local shop of the wife of a tellow

’.‘AL P.:.'uh Ares lm
2569 Old Wattshurg Road
W aterfe wd, 'A 16441

‘ (814) 796-4400

bow cl\!hml.nL m-l WU CnCour-
age vou to check them out if you
have never seen them

| Paluh has for fifteen years

|-;um entrated on woodlands an

4

forty mile per hour “breezes” huxd | |

| people who have not tried
them. | have shot Grizzly broad-

[ heads purposely on windy days

o sce whar effect thinty and

on them. Naturally, the entire

arrow can be expected 10 move

i | Abel Mfz. Co., Inc

| 6915 1 ae R
but  windplaning s another | ('_ l '\m'h,’rm(,“‘“' Road
Farrfield, IN 46126

317-835-2406

lnn line a bit in a strong winc

matter, and these heads don't
{(when mounted on properly
‘spun'\i arrows of the correct

weight for the bow.) Grizzly | W'S MAX

broadheads cin be sharpened

Every  extended bowhuntu

with a Grizzly File, avalable |
from  Butler's  Traditional
Bowhunting Supplies (307-789
4982), or with the Triangl

| Broadhead Hone, available

camp should have a hand ax
[ Properly used, it performs mar
impartant jobs, such as chog
ping big wood into little wo
for the campfire, pounding ter
from the same source pes with the off-end, or halvir
' H l.n"_'r CATCINS, S h AS 0 nux
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or elk. A hand axe is also useful
in making what used ro be called
a lifesaving storm-worthy “roma-
hawk shelter,”  which a
latticework  of cut-off limhs
covered with a tarp or inter-
twined leafy branches. A hasty

15

ground blind can also be built
with a hand axe,

The oldtimers who used
hand axes far more than we do
today would marve!l ar the o
Gerber maddels, Thev're both
built with foreed steel birs and
Lexan handles. They are guaran-
lw.\i for life. The No. 05906

Camp Axe s larger for two-
handed use, while the No. 05900
Sport Axe 1s more compact, The
mass of either is in the head,
where it belongs. Both chop a
hefty branch in two, so safe use is
imperative, which means chop-
ping on your knees with the
hand axe well in front, This
prevents it from arcing down-
ward into vour leg on a missed
swing. Instead, the blade bires
down into the earth, Carry the
axe in s safery shiekd or at least
with its Cordura cover in place.

Thv Sport  Axe
I 1/2-pounds, The Camp Axe
weighs 2 173-pounds. The first is
17 1/2-inches long. The second
is 13 7/8-inches long. Both sell
tor under seventy-five dollars, a

They are

weighs

lifetime  invesrment.
made m Finland.

Fiskars, Inc

P.O. Box 23088

Portland, OR 97281-3088
503-639-6161

Nature’s Fire
Adventurous bowhunters like to
hit the backerails, often camping
nightfall  finds

where them.

' Backpack hunters also have an

edge because they live with their
game tor a while, but they can
get into a few scrapes with the

LONGBOWS & RECURVEST™

wearther. Wherever a sudden
severe storm can hit, | recom-

mend carrving a light shelter,
like one of the Peak | mountain
tents, plus a lightweighe sleeping
bag, and firestarter of some kind.
Narture's Fire currently comes in
'hrk'k' SIZCS. ﬂl(‘ f( WI-OUNCEe S12e 1S
called Camp Firestarter, and it
will generate sufficient hear 10

ignite even damp wood. In one

L'L'll)( mstration, lh(.‘ tour-¢ unee

size started a fire at an elevation
of six thousand feet at thirry
below zero in a thirty mile per
hour wind, Nature’s Fire is all

natural,
and n
the larger
S1IZ¢s Can

l‘(' ll\(‘\l
fl W Cix IL' -

Tllc'

sixteen-

o
ing.

ouncer

bums for
forty-five minutes. It also comes

in what the company calls

“different flavors” of charcoal
starters, such as Cajun Spice,
Black Walnut, and Mesquire, for
grilling purposes. Bowhunters
will find several uses for this
| unigue proxduct,

Nature's Fre, Inc.
P.0). Box 356
Ellsworth, MN 56129
800-491-3473

'The Cat Quiver

Rancho Safari’s Car Quiver has
been around a while, and that's
]l\:c;mw it works, It's a unique

way to carry arrows on your back
while keeping the fletching dry,
even in a rainstorm, which is
very important to traditional
howbenders who have feathers
on their arrows. A hood protects
the flerching, The arrows ride
flerching-up with the broad-
heads safely pushed into a foam
hase. There is a meral guard on
the bottom of the Car Quiver to
protect the archer {or anyone
else) from the shamp broadheads.
The quiver rides in the center of
the back. Bur there’s more.
There are several models. The
Cat Quiver 1 is the most basic,
with only small storage area,
Car Quiver Il has

more storage, and the |1l more |
yet. And so forth. The upper-
end madels are essentially back
quivers with built-in daypacks.
The one I own has a good-sized
pack sufficient o hold enough
gear for a full day’s hunting. 1
little auxiliary
pouch for archery essenrials to

while the

]\;l\’c .ldd(‘tl

leave room for food, extra cloth-
ing, and outdoor gear in the
pack. The Car Quiver holds at
dozen hunting arrows
| with broadheads attached.

Ic:lsl

’ Rancho Safan

| PO. Box 691
Ramoma, CA 920635
} 619-789-2094 %

I
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unting creates lifelong memories and whar better way to
capture these cherished moments than with pictures.
Whether it is composed of scenes around camp, or of hunt-
ing huddies, or of a trophy buck, photography is the means
of preserving the moment.

As a professional wildlite and nature phorographer, 1 am
asked this question most often by hunrers: “What equipment
do I'need to ger good pictures while [ am hunting?” | answer
that question with two of my own. First, what subjects do
vou want to photograph? Subject marter greatly influences
equipment selection. Will you be shooting camp scenes or a
trophy animal from a successtul hunt or will you be adven-
turing out to capture wildlite on film!?

The second question | ask is: “How much are you will-
ing to spend on equipment ?” Wildlife photography can be an
expensive hobby, but never has the expression “you ger what
you pay for” been more appropriate. The more serious you
become the more you will need to spend.

You should make your brand decision based on vour
evaluarion of quality, convenience, price, and features you
teel will suir your photography needs, But for outdoors use,
select equipment that is rugged enough 1o take a litdle
punishment.

For some pomnters to ger good hunt and  wildlife
photographs, we will start with equipment and then discuss
composition. Knowing the hasics of composition will help
with any photograph, from that taken with a disposable, to
the “pomnt and shoot,” to the quality camera.

Camera Body

Let's start with the camera badv. The body is the basic
“bramns” of a photography system but in my opinion the least
important.  Too many photographers put the majority of
their budger into the camera body and not enough into
lenses. Given a choice, always spend more on i lens and less
on a body. Of course, if money is no object, purchase the best
of both.,

One feature to look for when purchasing a body is one
that has manual exposure controls or an override feature of
automatic controls. This will give you full control of expo-
sure and allow you 10 be more creative. When shooting
outdoors, you will find your camera meter often gives false
readings thereby over or underexposing film. The result is
pictures that are either too dark or too light or washed out.

Wl by Paul Brown

Photogrophs by Poul Brown
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That's not 1o say, however, that fully automatic cametas  sales personnel are quite willing to show you the basic ops

e all bad. Fully automatic cameras will generally produce  ations of vour new camera

] (about eighty percent of the time) properly exposed photos
l Ihe “point and shoot" cameras can get the job done, Their Camera Lenses
(& short coming is in their focusing. They simply do not have hoosing the right lens or lenses can be tough; it depends
! the capacity to focus sharply on close shots. But they are  YOUr subject marrer. For shooting success .-t_"hu-f shots
| compact, fairly rugged, and very inexpensive when compared photographing around camp, a nomal, 50 mm lens
t6s other 38 mim camers svstems preferred. For wildlife yvou will need o longer lens such a
' If you do want 1o prixluce some quality photographs, | 0 mm
| recommend buying equipment from a camera store that | advise starting with a 300 mm 14 Jens. Lenses of .'!' ‘
. employs a knowledgeable sales staff. Iv is worth the lintle  Speathicanions are generally lightweighe, sharp and aftordat
| \ extra you lnluiﬂ pay 1o gan vitluable [‘u»\im! mformatkm The 300 is very versatile. Ths fo al b ll;?'t is long enough ¢
that will help you make a wise purchasing decision. Most large mammals as well as nesting binds
|
| Recommended beginning camera j For all-purposc and gencral | Add later when you become seri-
| 1 system for bird and mammal ' photography: | ous and want to make a good
, photography: & citheni kods | investment:
| o camera hody with clear matte ® 50mm lens | /% motoe drive for camera body
focusing screen [ ® 80-200 zoom lens |* "_:“mj T body
l * 300 f 4 telephoto lens * stundy tripod | ¢ 400 mm £3.5 lens
| o sturdy tripod (Gitzo or Bogen | » flash unit |
[} brand)
| 1
| | 4 77T SUMMER 1997 T LONGBOWS & RECURVES
Lay
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You often hear photographers alluding o a len’s “speed.”
The speed of a lens refers to the maximum aperture, or f-stop
of the lens. For example, an 4 lens & “faster” than an 5.6
and an 2.8 3 “faster” than an 4, The wider f-stops, or
smaller number, let in more light and are thereby considerad
“faster.” The faster lenses are also considered 1o be “sharper”
ar ones that vield crisp, well focused mmages.

Avoid buying a marror lens. They are simply 100 slow
and vield out-of focus highlights which show up as doughnur
shaped rings on the photograph.

Teleconverters (most of which are 2x or doublers) are
generally not worth considering. Yes, they double your lens'
length, but they also cut the light pasing through the lens,
Focusing is difficule and there i o major loss of sharpness, To
me a telocanverter is not an oprion.

Your can invest hundreds of dollars m camera bodies and
lenses and it will all go for nuught i you stop there, A gond
sturdy tripod may very well he the single most valuable piece
of equipment in an entire photography system. | have bought
more cheap, uscless tripods than 1 care o admit. By all means
start out with o good one. A hundred dollars buys a quality
tripad. Eight hundred buys the best. Gitzo and Bogen brands
are excellent products,

Type of Film
There are o many films available nowadays that it can be
confusing. | recommend shooting stide film, Colors are much
richer and overall sharpress s supenior. If you want prints
they can be made casily from slides; however, slides are diffi-
cult 10 create from prints. The stower the film speed the
berter,

| rately recommend any film (prine or slide) taster than
1SO or ASA 100, (200, 402, ete. would be faster.) With good
camera equipment 100 speed s fast enough. The slower the
film speed, the sharper, more gram-free the resulting pictures
anslor enlasgements will be.

1 shoot primarily Fujichrome Provia 100 shide film. L also
like Fupis Velvia 50 slide film. Fuji's Sensin 1004 less expen-
sive yer excellent film. Kodak's Kodachrome 64 is also i solid
choice. If vou do opt for prints, select a 100 spead film from
cither Kodak or Fuji’s wide varery of print films.

Regardless of the film you choose, select the one that is
best for vou and stick with it. Don't constantly change film
speds and brands. Leam the tilm's charactens-
tics and prictice by shooring loes of film.

Whether vou choose an expensive
system or a simple disposable camera of
somewhere i between, the key is knowing

your equipment. Read the owner’s manual before you begin
shooting. If vou want to become serious about photography,
read everything yvou can on the subject. Take a course and
practice by shooting as often as possible.

All Important Composition

When composing o photograph there are two primary
considerations: how much of the subject should you inchade
and where within the frame should it be placed. In general,
I like tor shoot right or close up to my main subject. Many less
experienced photographers tey to mclude everything, Move
closer o your subject,

Placement of your subject 1s vital to the effectiveness of
your photograph. A lot of photographers make the mistake
of always placing the subject in the center of the frame, a
bull's eye composition, although this is not an sronclad rule.
A photograph i often more interesting and powerful when
the main subject is placed along an imaginary third line
within the frame. Divide the frame into thirds both horizon-
wally and vertically like a ncktacktoe grid. The four points
created where these lines cross are considered “power
points.” Place your primary subject or points of interest on or
close to these points

Shoot your pictures both horizontally and verrically. You
will be surprised ar the difference in your compositions,
Vertical shots of a hunter with his trophy are often more
interesting than honzontals,

Mast of us who hunt have the opportunity to shoot
“success shots,” *hero shots,” or “happy hunter with trophy”
photos. Call them what you like, but they are a big part of
helping us remember our hunt. How many pictures have you
seen of o deer with his tongue hanging out, laying in a pool
of blood in the back of a uck? Or a nice buck hanging from
a meat pole with Bood everywhere! Success photos can be
done much more tastefully. The fiest thing 1 do when 1 kill
Jeer is stuff the tongue m and tie a ribbon or string around
the mouth. When | start photographing the deer and the
hunter | make sure there is no blood on the animal or the
ground surrounding the deer.

| shoot the picture in a natural setting, not in the bed of
a truck, on a four-wheeler, or i a drveway. It possible, |
pharograph the animal and hunter where the hunt occurred;

it will mean more to the hunter as time passes.

Never be caught saying, “If only | had &
camera,” or let the memories fade with
1 each season. Sharpen your broadheuds, wax
your string, and pack your camo, but don't
forget vour camera 1o capture the moment,

LONGBOWS & RECURVES™
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Shoo
At the To

by Don Gasaway

oung Tom Frye was delighted when his grandfather first made him :

bow. Today, over fifty years later, Frye still enjoys a love affair with

traditional archery. Like a growing number of traditional archers, a love

of shooting brings him often to the 3-D target range.

There 15 no
1 ”".‘u\ ||” y l‘
shooter, For exam
ple, Frye is @
retired  constru
hon peranon
SUPCTVISOT who
NOW  OPCres  an
archeny tackle
Tom Frve shop. He and his

wite spend much
of the months of Februany 1o Seprember
traveling across the country @
1996 the

mpeting
Fryes,

\n-,'uum (R \\.‘||

N TOHMAMents; in
trom Lovertsvalle
teen thowsand plus miles on then
\Lfl'\ I

Frve, however, is an llustration ol
the requirements of competitive shoot

X range, he s

me. On the 3-D tarect
composed. He is astudy in how to shoor
instinctively; he s Lomj letely tocused

At the tinals ot the North

Amencm Bowhunters i Oklahoma

n the target

Crry last August, the pressure was on

him as Shooter of the Year to win the

toumament. Yet to observe Tom m

46

iction, he looked s comtortable as he

Is Wwn ...-T,l

would shooting in

3-D Competing
In North  Amencan

competition

Bowhunters
\I\l '\}‘n.’ sPUOS O
row ot o 3-D animnal tareet over an
unmensared distmee, Eighty percent of
the targets are placed between twenty
mad torty-five vands distant from the
st I'M‘ ”l\'
percent are greater than fortyfive vards

?M.ml

Y

shooting renuinine 26

“\. \\|||,]|||:< ‘v.vlh o 1!'.1! Tom cin II
FAareet 1s msed by the archers to rernev
their  arrows The winding g‘.d"v
prevents anvone from pacing oft the
distance trom the shooting stake to
the rareet. Nao rang HZ).IH'; device of
iy kind can be in the possession of
my of the competitors, They can use
rarget |‘lll

’A‘)ll‘!

binoculars 10 observe the

Cshimatg Y}N .!h? iy

Each

Fargets i dav in the two day event

maust
swlves ircher shoots it twenty
lotal scores tor both days Jeterming

l’n winngr

SUMMER 1997

In 31 shooting, the tangets are
loam  constructum ul.i come In t
sh e of vanous anmmads that a hune
might encounter in the held, A k
SO l||nl will score nzgl'x' points ko

unge ’ L1 markayd on ¢ 'LL'I:_I.Y
d

pomnts are scored tor o heart shot and
wdditional smaller ring at the bortom
'i}k !n T ArCs SOores twelve ponts.
MOSE rpRets The sConng 2onges are o
vistble without the use of binoculars

It was different in the 1950 whe
Frve began shooning i National Fie
Archery Assocranion tourmaments: tl
targets were paper amwd simialar to trad
vional nfle ramvets. The course consise
of twentyv-cight tarpets, however, th
were spread our through wooded are

much the same as todavs 34D rinees

A Traditional
Competitor

As Frye competad more, his interes
expanded. He had used the comper
tion to practice for the hunting season
but gradually he evolved into primaril

o 3D anpettor

LonGows & RECURVES!
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Now Frye competes in  the
American  Shooters  Association,
National Field Archery Association,
and North American  Bowhunters
.’\lll\nlluh

these sanctioning bodies are  not

sponsored  tournaments.

connected, they do schedule their
contests so that archers can compere in
all of them without conflict, Because of

...fast flight strings not
only increase arrow
speed eight to ten feet
per second, but they
also provide stability
because of the lack of

string oscillation.

LONGBOWS & RECURVES™

the locations of the contests being scat-
tered across the country, however,
considerable travel is necessary o
compete m all of them.

Because he shoorts rradiional, Frye
labors in the seeming anonymiry that
does not plague the professional archers
in the open classes. He also does nor
have the sponsorship money thar they
attract, Tom is self sponsored which
means he must compete with a hmited
budget,

Not having sponsors does have its
advantages nonetheless. Frye is free o
chaose his own tackle and is not tied o
a specific manufacturer’s products. He
chooses what works for him and does
not have to make a sponsor’s equipment
adapr to his style of shooting.

Frye’s 3-D Equipment
Frye has chosen a recurve bow made by
Del Eatmon of Tukwila, Washington
and recognized for s .\[\'c\l. smooth-
ness, and stability, It is a sixey-six inch
bow with an handle made of bubinga
and rosewood laminates, The limbs are
red elm under clear fiberglass. The bow
is desioned for use with fast flight strings
and for shooting off the shelf rest.

These fast flight strings not only
increase arrow speed eghr to ten feet
per second, but they also provide stabil-
ity because of the lack of string
oscillation. Frye wams that traditional
archers need 1o have the right tips on
their bow for the non-strerch string like
the fast flight

Frye's how is forty-four pound pull
at hus twenty-eight inch draw. The sight
window is off set 150 1o . 200 \l(“‘_{r('t‘.\ S0
that the tip of the arrow shatt is 1/8 to
316 ourside the bowstring, That s,
when the string is correctly centered 1o
the bow limbs. This enables the finger
shooting archer to shoot a wide range of
arrows with different spine. He shoots
with a rah.

Carbon arrows are hus choice. He
uses Easton ACC in the 328 size. His
fletchings are spinwing vanes because
of their stahility and forgiving nature.

SUMMER 1997

Thart fact is important when one shoots
off a shelf rest, he says.

Wirh a new bow, Frye begins
tuning by checking the nller to make
sure it 1s exactly the same on both
limbs. He also makes sure the thar the

It is vital to practice
seffing up an anchor
point and not getting

misled into  snap

shooting.

weight is correct for him. Then it s
time to consider the arrows. The arrow
must be spined exactly 1o the bow.
“That means that | can shoor a bare
shatt twenry to thirty vards and it will
fly as true as if it was fletched,” said
Frye. “If vou can get an arrow that is
spined properly, it will do that.” Once
an archer can get an arrow to ty that
way, adding a flerching will only help,
he added.

Shooting Style

Frye's shooting style is rextbook instine-
tive shooting. He shoots from the most
comtortable stance he is able o find,
which is often difficult because of the
uneven nature of the ground. He will
focus, draw, and hold. “There can be no
snap shooting,” he asserts. You want 1o
\hl‘('t llk(‘ VOuE WY )lll\l a l.t"nl‘(\llnll I‘\‘\V:
draw, anchor, aim, and have a smooth
release.”

Frye maintains that most tradi-
tional shooters who are inclined to snap
shoot can in no way be competitive and
accurate enough for the target range or
hunting. “When you snap shoot, you
don’t pet the same draw length every
nime and the arrows are going o be
high, low, left or right,” he said. Also,
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Shooter of the Year, Tom Frye rests between sessions of the
North American Bowhunters Finals in Oklahoma City.
Bowhunter and target archer, Frye expounds upen his shoot-
ing and hunting philosophy for Longbows & Recurves™.
In addition to winning many mdivadual toremaments, Tom Frye won the 1996
National Title in the traditional diasion from the Nanonal Field Archery
Assodiation. He also was the American Shooters Association Shooter of the Year
m 1993, 1994, and 1995 and named 1996 Shooter of the Year by
the Cabela’s-sponsoved Sporesman’s Quest Neovth American Bowhunters
In 1978 Frve ook the World Record Mosentam Canbon acconding to The
Pope & Young Club Bowhunting Big Game Records of North Amenica. In addi
tion to the carthou, he has taken moose, bear, boay, and mountain lion, as well
as over |50 deer. Hioumg trophies, as well as those ¢amied on the target vange,

Phatograph by Don Gasewny

|

adom the Frye residence m Vimania. J

SUMMER 1997

Frye asserts that it is vital o pracrice
setting up an anchor point and not
getting misled into snap shooung.

He uses a high anchor and split
finger hold. The important factor «
him s that the nock rest in the same
place each time he draws the bow. "l see
a lot of traditional shooters who don't
get within an inch of their face before
letning loose of the stnng”, said Frye. He
mantains that is a reflex condition
built up by shooting the wrong way
The brain is telling the shooter “it's
close and looking right and the fingers
automartically let (LN

3-D Practice

When it comes to practice time,
Frye follows a specific philosophy. He
shoots daily. He does not, however,
shoot a specitic number of arrows or for
any length of time. His shooting time s
“It 1
am shooting well,” said Frye, "I don't

according to how he 1s shooting

shoot much.” Practice for this archer is
limited to comrecting problems

“Much more important to me,” he
maintains, “is the physical conditioning
and weight traming." He walks over
courses he has marked in the country-
side around his home. He desenbed the
area as very hilly. 1 walk cight miles
three times per week,” stated Frye. In
addition, he works our with weights to
build “You

strength,” said Frye. “Building the upper

~lh'n',_‘lh. IR‘L‘\! total
body and gaming more endurince by
walking means you won't wear our.”

While there may not be a “typical”
3.1 competitor, and Frye may differ
with his equipment, style, and practice
trom another, there is one thing which
Frye and other competitors will always
share. That commonality is the love of
shooting.

LONGBOWS & RECURVES™
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1e True Worth of
il Friend

by Sam Fadala
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6 ow much did you say that costs?” Thars
a question a number of professional
bowyers get these days when they talk price

with a potential customer. Six hundred dollars

for a handmade longbow or recurve is not that
unusual, with three hundred to four hundred
dollars considered the low end for a custom

traditional composite bow.

Why do these things cost so much? This article will
address thar very question. You will see what goes into the
price of a custom composite bow built by a pro.

First, there are operational expenses to consider—
known as overhead. Although it may not take as much «
nn a custom bowmaking operation as orther enrerprises
overhead does exist, including a shop, tools, materials, let-
terhead, telephone and FAX, computers, and much more
There is “tribure” to pay, 1o, not only the usual income tax,
but manutacturing levies as well. And, don't forget advertis-
ing. You cannot sell something people don't know you have
Then labor. Making something by hand, even with the hely
of considerable machinery, takes nime.

If this sounds like justification for the price of a good
custom bow so far, it is. It doesn't, however, mean that every
handmade bow is worth the price. It boils down to work-
manship and performance. Bowyers who charge heavily
better have a product that shows impeccable hand skill and

PRECEEDING PAGE:

Bowyer Herb Meland of Pronghorn Custom Bows marks the cut
off point on the limbs— where the limbs will be cut to in length

THIS PAGE:

i

et

- . Meland removes o limb from its form. It's easy to see why a bow
S ooty : Feassess may be called “individually made” rather than custom. If it were
- truly custom, a new form would be necessary every time to
make the bow truly unique. The form holds limbs perfectly
aligned and in place during gluing. This is @ master form. The
bottom of the form is the exact shape of the proposed bow limb.

Fisestvd s v aa i

Bowyer grinds excess glue from the sides of the unfinished limb.

This is a riser block. Meland has just removed excess glue from
it after gluing the glass reinforcing strip through its center

FACING PAGE:

Meland checks to see that the riser block is perfectly shaped,
making certain that everything is in line so that the bolts holding
limbs to riser will fit right, as well as the alignment pins,
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pood performance in two ways: arrow speed and shooring
charactersstics. One isn't much good without the other. &
tast how w H}\ bothersome k\‘nll O poar balance, or o that
simply doesn't “shoot sweet”™ 15 not worth the money The
evene s L‘\,lu”\ e .\HJ h.uhl\-'lm' Is Nicy, "u! ln\l.!\'\ tra
ditional archer demands the performance which moden
bows can deliver.

So what goes into making a work of ant that handles
ereat and shoots a fast arrow? Design comes first. A bowyer
has to have a desien of merir, not just for “cool™ looks, bur
for top performance. Some bowyers don't possess the
knowledge or imagmation to design a truly great bow
Tl)l‘\ l'”‘\l" I|\.)l\t O 'l‘l.![ \IH\‘\H.I lm'L ';IMJ or -'\m"
well, or they clone a competitor's model. One case ot
piracy which can be related is when a bowyer received an
order, filled it, but then also later received the bow b wck
for a refund, The buyer said it didn't meet his expecta-
tions. Shortly thereafter, that “customer” had his owr

llhh'\" tor sale, an almost exact < m f the bow l\\ had

returned for a retund

A custom bow also means "made for an individual.”
rlu' customer cannot expect o bowyer to \hll\'_‘\‘ |xa~
whole design to meet one archer’s demands, bur there are
quite a number of bow appointments that can he person
Jll.(\i .\1-'~l bowyers !‘:\‘.( more "ZI.HI one Ilh‘\’t]. tor
example, so that is the starting point. Which model does
the customer want! A iul‘.'_'l’w'\\_ P TeCurve, ane-piece
takedown! Whar physical length!? What draw wereht
Right hand, left hand, special grip (low wrist or high)
What limb material? What handle material? Which over-
lavs? How about riser lamination oprions! Exori¢ wood!
Plain wood! Then there are performance enhancing
OPHons, stk h as lamination materials. Some bowvers ofter
bamboo, yvew, red elm, or other woods not simply for the

sake of appearance, but also because different woods

THIS PAGE

Melond uses a patiern sander fo perfect the surfaces of the niser
that the limbs will attach to

A riser is studied for one of Meland's Pronghorn Three-Piece
Tokedown Longbows. This riser is ready for finishing

Here, the riser of a Pronghorn Three-Piece Takedown Longbow is
matched up with its limbs. If it's @ custom bow, that maich befter
be close to perfect. Anything less is the mark of an amateur

PHOTOS, FACING PAGE

Part of the custom process is o choice of specific touches, ke this
copperhead snakeskin limb backing for natural camouflage
The end result of truly custom work looks custom mode. The one
on the left is impregnated (with epoxy) French walnut, while the
one on the right is impregnated curly maple
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Ten Tips on Buying a Custom Bow
1. If a newcomer to traditional archery, consider
starting out with a used custom bow at a moderate
price that will fit your general needs or a standard “fac-
tory” how. It takes a while to decide whar you really
want ot need, plus requirements and desires change.
After you know just what you want in a longbow or
recurve, then place an order for that truly special
custom bow.

2. Remember that a custom bow is not a panacea. It
will not make up for lack of pracrice.

3. Think of a custom bow as “individually made,”
rather than made just for vou. Yes, it is made for you,
but the bowyer cannot afford to set up all new imple-
ments just to make your “one of a kind" how.

4, Buy from a bowyer who is known for the specific
model you are interested in. Clones might be as good
as originals, but the original comes with its own
eamned reputation.

5. It has been said many times, but it is worth
repeating: don't overbow yourself. Pick a draw weight
you can shoot comtortably. Bows m the tifty-five to
sixty-five pound draw weight class can shoot an arrow
through the breadth of a bull elk.

6. A fast arrow is fine, but speed eamed at the sake
of overall performance isn't worth the trade. Think
stability, durability, balance, and general “feel” of a
bow, not just how fast an arrow it shoots: These things
medn consistent performance. :

7. When you are sure what you want, go for it. Don't
let other archers rell you what you should have. Some
of the finest shooting in the world is accomplished
with bows that definitely ire not suitable for the
“average” bowhunrer.

8. Consider arrow choice as second only to bow
choice. The finest custom bow m the world will not
eroup poorly matched arrows. Remember that spine
charts are only a starting point. Individual hows
handle arrows individually. For example, one fifty-five
pound bow may shoot a seventy pound spine arrow
great, while another may shoot a fifty-five pound spine
arrow best,

9. 1o cho wing arrows, don't shy away from modern
materials thar work well in your specific bow. Today's
cathon is only vesterday’s glass taken to a higher level,
and the cheapest way to obtain a perfectly marched set
of arrows is with aluminum shafts. But don't forger,
too, that todav’s best wooden arrows are absolutely
excellent.

10. Don't be afraid of Fast Flight string. It is only
the equivalent of yesterday's linen.
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respond differently to compression, energy storage, and
energy release.

It is beginning to look a little more complicated than
whittling on a chunk of wood until it turms into a bow, isn't
it! Materials are selected and laminations are ground with
extremely close tolerances, m thousandths of an inch
SOme cases, to L‘L]ll‘ll the core '\I\‘n.\n\ necessary for the spe-
cific draw weight the customer ordered. All marerials, by the
way, must be compatible, It is a matter of marching limbs 10
riser and riser to limbs, In making limbs, specific adhesives of
the finest quality must be used with accurate pressure, heat,
and timing for proper bonding, The limbs have to cure for a
specific periad as well, cooling, usually overnight, while still
under pressure.

Many detmls must be attended ro, such as laying the
how out accurately, roughing it out, gluing tip overlays prop-
erly, cutting string grooves precisely, aligning tips, tillering
the bow so that it draws properly without one limb fighting
the orher, bur working as a single unit. The limbs must be
worked during the tllering process to ensure the right draw
weight, the one ordered by the customer. Here, there must
be some slack allowed. If a sixty pound bow was ordered and
you got a titty-eight pound bow, vou would not complain. Or
for that matter a sixey-two pound pull. The bowyer needs
some leeway so he can work with the limbs. Other details
include final shaping, careful wood filler application before
sanding, a rremendous amount of sanding so thar the bow
looks truly finished when it is finished, and a super final
hm\h o HUI\‘ \(‘.|| rhc bow agamst lhc r[\‘nl('n(\ |)\'rh.||"\ |
leather handle will be added. Or snakeskin on the limbs. Or
infays. Or a number of other minute features.

In sumimary, the next time you see a truly fine custom
bow and the price tag is large enough to choke a horse, stop
and think it over. What are you paving for? You
are paying for a custom product with a lot
of handwork involved in irs manufacture,
not to mention hundreds of hours ar the
shooting range where a bowver studies his
products over and over to improve upon
them. You are mvesting in many vears of
faithful service as well, for a well-con-
structed custom bow will last a lifetime
Looking at it this way, the price of the fine
custom  composite  longhow or recurve,
which will become your friend, won't be such
an important gquestion.

Plenty of handwork
goes into making the
custom bow.

Here, Arvid
Donielson of
Black Swan
Archery, Inc.
checks glignment
by eye. This
lakes know-how,
experience,

and talent,

Danielson
removes overt
excess glue from
a recurve bow

Certainly, the
modern bowyer
uses machinery
to speed up the

bowmaking
process, and in
some ways, to
moke a more
perfect product
But even when
machines are
used, honds-on
work 15 the rule.

54 SUMMER
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BOW CARE
BASICS.......

57 of 76

For the best shooting performance, care of the string is as important as care of the bow. Don Francois, left, and Tim Mudlins.

fter reading countless brochures, talking to other archers and trying
every bow that you could get your hands on, you have finally
made a decision. You have handed over a chunk of your semi-
dlsposable income for a quality, traditional bow.

J
v
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Despite their apparent simplicity,
traditional bows require at least a mini-
mal amount of care. Neglect and
carclessness could reduce vour bow to
stick of wood good only for use in your
garden as a romato stuke.

So what should you do to take care
of a waditional bow! Lomghows &
Recuoves asked just that guestion ©
several bowyers and this s what they
told us.

erry Hill of Jerry Hill Longhow
Company, Wilsonville, Alabama,
said when stringing your bow it is

is¢ o use a  bowstringer. “A
bowstringer will prevent limb twisting,”
Hill explamed. Also, it 15 a safer
method for the archer, Hill said thar if
you are familiar with the step-through
or the push-pull methods of stringing a
how, either s suitable for stringing a

such as hyvbrids and recurves should be
strung using a bowstringer.

Hill suggested common sense: a
bow should not be strung or shor if it is
still hot from being transported in an
automobile or from being left in direct
sunlight on i hot day.

Tim Mullins of Acadian Wood
Bows, Shdell, Lowsiana, echoed Hill's
waming. “I've seen a bow that had been
lett in the sun all day at a 3-D shoor
come apart when it was pulled.”
Mullins underscored the advice that a
bow should never be left in a closed car
on a hot day, Tim put it this way: “Heat
is the number one enemy of a lami-
nated bow.”

Bowyer Craig Ekin of Howard Hill
Archery, Hamilton, Montana, agreed,
but reminds us not to let our guard
down when the weather tums chilly

close to heaters,” he said, or the res
may be the same as leawving them in
hot Car.

Hear and cold aside, while it
seem  obvious,  Jim  Yarbrough
Benchmark Archery in West Blockte
Alabama reminds us not to accidentally
string our longhows backwards, "I've
scen it happen,” he savs, “and it can
really mess up o bow.”

hese experts agreed that it e
I important to maintain the finish
on your bow, which is there to
protect the wood. It your bow has a
sealer or urethane finish, there is very
little maintenance needed. The finish
should be inspected  periadically,
however, and any nicks or cracks should
be repaired to keep out moisture.

Nicks and deep scratches in the

finish should be repaired by spraying

longhow. However, bows with flat limbs

cither. “Bows should not be placed oo the

area with a coat of clear

Sage Advice for Maintaining Your Equipment

by Bob Wesley

n archer can become very attached to his archery

A-qmpmem, especially when that special bow makes

a kill under conditions less than favorable or when

under duress. For example, the traditionalist often names a

favorite bow. Howard Hill had bows named White Eagle,
Gran-Pa, and Gram-Ma.

How should this cherished archery equipment be main-
tuined so it can be kept a long time? There are some special
do's and don’ts that should be observed. A few of the follow-
ing should be on your lisc:

1. Always use a bowstringer 1o string your bow. This
avoids limh twist.

2. Maintain the proper brace height on your bow.

3. Never place your bow (especially stamg) near a
source of excess heat, like hung over a fireplace or placed on
the top of a car in the sun.

4. Avoud “dry finng” the bow or drawing and releasing
i bow without an arrow on the string.

5. Always travel with your bow in a bow case. Use a
hard bow case when traveling a distance.

6. Unstring your bow, even if on a shorr break as at a
tounament and hang it on a bow hanger. A stranger may
choose 1o draw your bow and dry fire or overdraw it if left
strung.

Love Me Tender

7. Keep your bow tuned with proper brace height and
nock point placement. Make sure your nocks do noe fit too
tightly on the string.

8. Replace bowstrings when wear or fraving becomes
evident.

9. Prevent sand or dirt from getting into bowstring tip
grooves which shorten the life of the bowstring. A rubber
tip sleeve 1s available to protect the lower limb and keep
it clean.

10. Balance the weight of your bowstring (number of
strands) with the draw weight of your bow and type of bow
(this will be recommended by your bowyer). A recommen-
dation is to use twelve strands on a recurve of a draw weight
of forty-five to fifty-five pounds of the dacron type material
and fourteen to sixteen strands on a longbow of fifty-five to
sixty-five pounds. This may vary shightly with other string
materials, The purpose of the string is to transfer the bow
enengy 1o the arrow in the most proficient manner.

What about vour arrows? A good set of wooden armows
make up i treasure to be cherished with pride.

Always store your arrows vertically in a rack, Keep
them cleaned. A good polish with wax from time 1oy time
does no harm, If an arrow strikes a tree, rock, or other hard
surface, examine it carefully for cracks. By tapping an arrow
against the side of the bow, a slight vibration can generally
be felt if there is a crack or interal crystallization due 1o
an impact with a hard surface, Use waterproofing on feath-
ers 1o preserve them. After a year of hand use, feathers
generally should be removed from a ser of arrows and

56 SUMMER
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polyurethane, suggested Jim Kenny,
owner of Archery Traditions, Athens,
Georgia, the source for Dan Quillian
hows. A spray can of polyurethane
available at most hardware or paint
stores will work.

Jim Yarbrough of
Archery tells us that his bows leave the
shop with a heavy duty finish, but any
finish will become scratched and worn
with use, He suggests a quality wood

Benchmark

wax such as Johnson's floor wax to keep
moisture away from the bow wood. He
also suggests thar the archer inspect the
string of the bow for relltale sigms of
wear. “Uneven wear around the ends of
your string may be an indication of
rrouble with the bow's nock grooves,”
says Yarbrough.

If you have an all wood bow that
does not come with a urethane finish,

Idaho, recommended that the natural
oil finish he replenished every six
months by applving animal or mineral
oil to the wood. If you live or hunt in an
extremely dry or extremely  damp
climate, he suggested that vour bow be
oiled more often, Heath menuioned Tru-
Qil as a good product for this purpose.
ceording to Heath, wood that
becomes oo dry will adversely
ffect the performance of the
bow. Likewise, if bow wood becomes too
wet, “string follow” may result. Heath
suggested that it the wood of your bow
gets wet, unstring the bow and allow it ro
thoroughly drv. Both Jerry Hill and
Vince Guidroz of Guidroz Bows, Kenner,
Louisiana, recommended using a bow tip
protector as an aid in preventing mois-
ture fram getting past the bow’s finish.

Ekin, Mullins, and

(‘-uiJru:

the brace height, especially on a recurve.
A brace height that 15 too low will cause
undue pressure on the tips of the limbs,
Guidroz snd that shooting a bow with a
brace height that is too low is almost as
bad as dry firing. Ekin recommended
that the brace hcluh( be checked occa-
swonally as the bow string will stretch
over time resulting in a gradual lowering
of the height. Contacr the bowyer or
distributor if you do not know the
correct brace height range for your bow.

After you have taken care o use
proper stringing technigue, protected
your bow from the elements, and
checked vour brace heght, don't just
throw your bow in the closet when vou
are finished shooting. Every one of the
experts said that improperly storing
how could result in its being ruined, or
at least could negatively affect irs

Hari Heath of Heathen Arms, Santa, mentioned the importance of checking  performance.
replaced. Use arrows adequarely spined Threatening ~ black  clouds

tor your bow weight. A rule of thumb
may be 1o generally use arrows spined
up to ten pounds heavier than the bow
weight, Have your nocks set on your
shaftsso that the grain line of the wood
faces into the side of the bow. Always
replace nocks if there is even the
remote possibility that the nock has
been damaged.

In an old pawn shop in Miami
Beach, Florida, a Peacemaker .45
caliber Colr pistol was spotted. An old
saying written in the top of the box
read: “Trear me kindly and I will treat
those who would be your enemies
poorly.” Perhaps a bit of this spirit can
be captured in taking care of your
archery equipment by changing it
somewhat to read: “Treat me kindly and
1 will repay your thoughtfulness with
quality performance.”

An mteresting case in point about
caring for archery equipment is related
in history books. In the year 1346 near
Crecy-en-Ponthieu, some twelve thou-

sand English archers were deployed under Edward 111 and -~ symbolize the countless hours of enjoyment you have expe-

hovered above and then exploded
into: rain. The English and Welsh
longbowmen unstrung their bows,
coiled the strings, and placed them
under their helmets to keep them dry.
When the skies cleared and the
battle ensued, the longbowmen
released their arrows with such accu-
racy and swiftness that following the
first phase of combat some fifteen
hundred French knights were slain.

Modern  howstring  materials
would have made it through a ramn-
storm  without  affecting  bow
performance, and perhaps the linen
strings of this period also would have.
However, the action by the longhow-
men to protect their bows indicated
that they took care of their equip-
ment and realized that their lives
depended upon its perdformance.

It 1s important to take care of
your equipment to maximize enjoy-
ment of this wonderful sport. Over
the years, your equipment will

were facing some thirty-six thousand Frenchmen under nienced in the field hunting, roving, or tournament
shooting with treasured friends.

Philip VL.

LONGBOWS & RECURVES™
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All the bowvers agreed thar a bow
should be unstrung when stored. They
did differ on whar length of time consti-
tuted “storage.”

rang Ekin agreed that it is a good
idea to unstring a bow when not
using it, but added that if there

is some reason to leave it strung, no

problem. Hart Hearh said a bow should
be unstrung at the end of the shooring
day. Tim Mullins said char one particu-
lar bow of his needs to be unstrung only
it he won't be shooting it for a month or
more. Jerry Hill said thar bows should
be stored unstrung as much for personal
safety as for the longeviry of the bow.

Stoving your bow properly strung (top) and unstrung (bottom).
Facing page: Tim Mudlins in his workshop,

60 of 76
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Three methods of storage
acceptable 1o these experts: 1. Lay ¢
bow on a flat surface, 2. Hang the
horizontally supported at two points
the limbs which are heyvond the fa
out of the riser, 3. Hang the he
vertically from one limb. Of course
vour bow's storage area should
protected from excessive heat an
moisture.

hese men agreed that vou shouls

never store your bow by progs

ping it against somerthing wits
all of the weight resting on one tip.

Jerry Hill made a final suggestion
“Keep your bow string well waxed wirh
beeswax, and wax the eve of the strins
as well as the body.” Hill promised thas
this will add to the life of vour bow =
well as the life of your how string.

There you have it. With care, 2
quality bow will last a long time
Follow the suggestions of these bowyers
and years from now you will be shoor-
ing vour bow stead of rying romat
plants to it

1997
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GEOGRAPHIC POS

AVE

“ :
. .Hnd 'l meer you back
\ lu'lc at kl.lfk."

“You'll meer me back here at
dark? You're not coming with
me™ 1 asked Joe, my nephew-

\J\

|

in-law.

“No, I have to go back to
work. Do you see this old
logging road!™ Joe pointed ro a
barely perceprible break in the
underbrush. “Follow it south-

east for a half a mile. When it

ends, keep poing southeast
the for
another half mile. It will open
the

l]m»ugll woods

into a pasture. Cross
pasture and you will run into
Lost River. Follow the nver
around a couple of bends and

vou will come to a soybean field,

Anywhere along in there shoukd

' be pood.”

\ / Joe had mvited me to come
‘ / bowhunting on the family farm in
1

. /

S0,
Thanksgiving holiday my wife and |

southern Indiana. aver
headed out from Louisiana to visie rela-
tives and et in some deer hunting, As
4 this is the family farm, Joe has an inti-
mate knowledee of the terran. While 1
have a general idea of the lay of the

land, | have never actually had ro navi-

Approved

by Robert A. Holmes
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gate the area alone especially in rthe
fading lichr of evening.

I found the area that Joe described
All along the Lost River there are strips
of unrilled land thirty to titty vards widk
between the banks of the river and the
various pastures and tilled fields. Joe
said that the best place to put up the
tree stand would be in this stmp of
woods next to the bean field. | gor the
stand set up abour three o'clock in the
afternoon knowing rhat | would have
only a couple of hours o hunt. Based
on the time it took to et hcrt. | calcu-
lated that if 1 left about five o'clock, |
back
rendezvous point before toral dark.
I\Il in the stand tor two hours without

could get to the designated

sceing anvthing, Just as | was ready to
come Jdown out of the tree stand, four
does came over a little rise where the
bean field drops off to the river bank.
They had not seen me, bur they were
oo far for a reasonable shot. | waited as
they approached. Then, just as | was
ready ro start my draw, four shots rang
out from across the river, The shots
were obviously a long way off, but they
were enough to get the does” attention.
While they must have realized the shots
were not intended for them, they were

CAaubious ene ln;_'l\ to retreat back to the

LonGBOwSs & RECURVES™
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I'he opening screen for the GPS
shows the positions of evailuble
satellites. The position uf cach
satellite is calewlated, so the
initial bar locating the satellite is
open, and when a signal is actu-
ally received the bar turns black,

ST L&

GPS 45 X1

When three satellites have been
fixed, a position, altitude and, if
moving, direction and speed ure

caleulated.
-~

hxi
)

Phatographs by Robert A. Holmes

After your location is locked in,
the GPS then starts to plot your
movements. The screen can be
scaled from (L1 miles to 80 miles.
The screen may be updated up to
forer o five times every minute
depending om hone mamy satellites
yore are locked tnom,
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rise, again putting them ot of my range.
The does milled around the edee of the bean
field while deciding whether to try to come
back down to the river. After a few minutes,
they decided o find another location 1o get
a drink.
B\‘ this tme, | had cur significantly into
my torty-five munute time period | had
given Ill\'.\('h [0 ger out of th‘ \swn’n betore
dark. | hurriedly took down the tree stand
and started to retrace my tracks. | worked my
way up the river unnl [ came to the pasture
and gor across it before total dark. 1 was snll
faced with a half mile of thick woods o get
back ro the trail and Joe's truck, Now, it was
rotally dark.

Because | had taken waypoinr readings
of key points along the joumey with my
geographic system  (GPS)
receiver, | felt no anxiety, | pressed the
GOTO button and set it for “Joe’s rruck.”
After a few seconds, an arrow appeared

posIronIng

pomnting me in the direction of the truck, In
addition, the GPS calculared thar | was less
than a half mile from the truck and thar if |
kept up my current rate of walking | would
arrive at the muck in twenty minutes. At
that point, | wasn't worried about nime, just
the direcrion to go. As | weaved my way
around trees, briar p;ll(hc\. and other
obstructions, the GPS would dutitully recal-
culate my course every thirty seconds and
pive me another arrow direction to follow.
As Lapproached, Joe saw my flashlight, so he
turned on the lights of the ruck. The GPS
had directed me back within fifry feer of the
truck.

Joe had heard of GPS's but had nor
actually seen one funcnon. | showed him
how | had taken readings of key points and
how the GPS had actually plotted the course
tha | had raken and gotten me back. Joe was
impressed that all that mformation could
come our of a box that could be hand held.

The next day was Thanksgiving, so we
had tamily functions to attend. Dinner was
over abour six o'clock and as family
members sertled into different after-dinner
activities, Joe said, “Let’s go coon hunting!
And, by the way, bring vour GPS,”

This time we didn't stay on the family

farm, but rather wenr a few miles north of

Joe's. When we tumed out the dogs, Joe
advised, “Take a reading with your GPS. |

got lost out here once chasing the dogs.”
The dogs got on a coon right away, so we
commenced to chase dogs and coons all
around the woods unil three o'clock in the
morning. All the while, my GPS was faith-
tully tracking our path. Needless to say,
when | looked ar the routes we had taken
chasing coons, 1t looked like a bunch of
chicken scratches on the display. As with
the deer hunt, however, | knew | could have
pressed the GOTO button at any time and
found our way back to the truck.

We did nor ger lost, and we did not
really have ro wse the GPS o find our way
back to the truck, bur we did find some other
uses for the GPS. In addition to being a good
hunter, Joe is a real outdoosman and natu-
alist. As we made our way through the
woods, he would point cut different features.
At one point he sail, “Mark this place. |
tound some ginseng roots here last year and
I had forgotren where this place was.” By the
nime the night was over, | had marked mush-
room areas, natural cave openings, and other
points of interest.

Hnw do they work, and why all this inter-

est in GPS’S? The NAVSTAR satellite
system nitially was developed by the
Department of Defense for obvious military
uses. Among other uses, this is how missiles
can be so accurately guided. The GPS
receiver works hy picking up weak radio
waves that are transmitted by a matrix of
twenty-four satellites orbiting eleven thou-
sand miles above the earth. At any given
tine i the United States, there are ar least
six 10 eighr sarellites overhead from which a
person’s recetver can pick up signals. As
these satellites are at a known location at
any given time (they have their own atomic
clocks and computers to calculate their loca-
tion), informarion sent to an individual's
GPS is gathered and a position and alnrude
caleulared. Essencially, chis is a very sophisti-
cated triangulation merthod. A satellite
sends a signal approximately every thirty
seconds ndicanng its position.

Omne of the first questions usually asked
about the GPS is: “How accurate is it!”
Accuracy 1s controlled by the Department of
Defense (DOD), burt is also dependent on
the quality of the receiver being used and
atmospheric  conditions.  Satellites  and
receivers have the capability of calculating
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the position of an object within one
millimeter of its actual location, The DOD
purposely ads m o caleulared error called
selective avanlability when the rndio signal is
transmitted. Selective availability prevents
terronst groups or other military powers from
wing the precision our own system his
agninst ourselves, In reality, this gives most
hand held GPS an accuracy of plus or
minus thirty meters most of the time. At this
time, there s considerable pressure on the
XOD o availakiliry
becise the commercial uses for GPS)
ourweigh any real threats of war,
Anulhcr questton is about the reason for
the newly found populanity of the GPS.

The price of the electronics in a GPS

remove  selective

The GOTO und Distance func-
tioms let you plot conursex either
from where yom ure to @ marked

wanpomt, or from one weevpoint to

another ay in this screen, recetver his dropped greatly in the last year

or two due 1o enormous commercial uses, o
a GPS that s adequate for hunting or

outdoors e can be purchased in a pnce
range of 3130 10 $300 from chiun stores,
sporting goods stores, or mail onder cataloes.

Features common to most hand held

GPSS are the abilines o mark o location (o

wavpoint ), display a course or route trv-

Bl "2 G

elled, caleulute the distance, direction, and
speed travelled, estimate the rime of armival
given current speed, and calculate altinude,
In addirron, if the longitude and latitude of o
location are known, these ¢m be
entered manually into the GPS as o
waypomt without actually being ar

thar location. This gives the abil-

ity o plan i route ahead of tme,

Mot GPS'S can store from 200 1o

In this screen, your present boca-
tiom 1o @ marked wavpoint s
determined, In this case u
“roadmap” wetually shows you

which direction to head, as if you

were on a street or highuway, If 250 w \

: c AYPOINES momemony.
your dont't like the highway anal- . 2 ‘
oy, the sereen van be switched so At the low end of the price |

runge, the functions of GPS's are
almost the same between madels and

a compass and arronw shows you
which direction o proceed.
| :
| During wmer fourniey, up to 250 : ’
lamddmarks on waypoints may be
set. These points can then be
dovenlodded o a computer and
mapping program to actually
see yomr locutions. On this
hane, 1 marked key kendmarks
un | proceeded. During ny
retwrm to the truck in total
darkness, 1 set the GOTO

,‘}l'.l’n“ ants lll.l’

functoon back to the starting
point and follinced the
rocdmags, &
| ’ *
| o

11 iy A= 5]

'F; r.:.od

:9! SEbraneen

brands, with the only differences being the
way data are displayed and the ergonomics of
the box. GPS’ on the upper end of the price
range adkd fearures such as external antennas
and the ability to intedace with computers
I just bought a program for thimyvnine
dollars that lets me download the waypoints
and then antomatically marks them on map
which can ke displayed or printed. If a
poetable PC is connected 1o a GPS, it can
plot out o real nme map thae changes as the
Per=On moves.,

All rruc’
Cermamly, there are some duadvantages to
GPSS. GPS rechnology was developed

sound o gooxd 1o be

"\J"\l\ for sarcrant -“IJ mManne navesaitun
where these craft are primarily in open areas;
therefore, some of the problems with GPSY
for huntens are trees, foliage, and termin,
The mdio signals sent by sarellives are weak,
sr a beavy mree cover can block signals,
making it impossible for a location 1o be
calculated. This would ako apply 1o loca-
nons i valleys where the radio sigmals could
be Blocked. Also, as with any other elec-
tronic device, battenies go dead (the usual
life s fifteen to tweney hours), and there are
cyuipment fatlures,

Some people just do not like them. |
have heard of several instances where fishing
guides will nor ler customers use o GPS for
tear thar they will mark the routes and loca-
tions of thetr favorite fishing locations

A GPS used within its limitanons can

be a wseful and fun piece of equipment.

Sull the need continues for a

regular compass, familuariny

with an area by consulting

;. maps  beforchand, and, o
COURsSe, COMIMON sense.
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Solid Hickory Bows. From $25C. For

complete offer send $1 Cash to: Chff
Rhaodes. 7514 Kisco Drive, Faverteville, ‘

NC 283031937,

Bows with experience. Bear, Wing,
Ben Pearson, Shakespeare and others.
Send long SASE for list. Ken Efaw, Box
89, R.D. =1, Waynesburg, PA, 15370,

Port Orford Cedar Shafts (Parallel or
Tapered). Arrow-bulding and String-
making supplies. SASE:  Stahl’s
Archery, 22523 SR 613W, Oakwood,
OH 45873.

Fishin' & Huntin® CARTOONS by
R. Stubler, Autographed copies of book
are available from the author for $4.95
plus $L.50  shipping.  Send  to:
Cartoonist, Richard  Stubler, 211
Minnesota Woads Lane, Orlando, FL
325824,

Louisiana  tradirional Bowmen
announce the Annual Sterling Harrell
3-D Tournament, April 26th and 27th,
1997, Contacr: Troy |. Laurent (504)
(94-2223.

PEREGRINE ARROWS, 4 CANA- | Traditional

|

shoaoting

Sore joints and muscles spoiling your
Try  the  ancient
Australian  wonder,  Emu  Oil!
Penerrates. Soothes. $10.00 + $3.00
P&H. H.D. Martin, Martin  Bird
Ranch, 2305 Hwy. 247, Tuscumbia, AL
33674.

tun!

Wanted. Hoyt recurve bows. 3-picce
take-downs  only. Call  1-800-300-
6320~Tone 138.

International  Archery Equipment.
Beautiful full-color Caralogue. Send
$4.00 check o David Gray ar Krackow
Company, R.D. T Beechwood Road,

| New Wilmington, PA 16142, or call in
Cvour MasterCandVisa to 412-946-58332.

OL'e Buff Archery, Custom Quivers,
Endorsed by Bob Wesley, 1982-World
Longhow  Champ, books,  Arrow-
smithing Primitive 1o Traditional,
Osage Stanic Recurve, 3790 Pecan
Drive, St. George, KS 66335, 913-494-
2797, Bamboo Shafts.

7th Annual Lofton Classic and LS.
Championships, May 3-4, 1997 in
Grenada, MS presented by Mississippi
Archery

Association,

DIAN source of Premium Port Odord | Longbow and recurve only. See ad on

Cedar shafts. Stock lots or Marched

sers. Spc’ul;lli:lnﬂ N CUstonm arrows,

beautitully crested and tletched. Brad

Kehler, 153 9th  St, Winkler,

Manitoba, CANADA. ReW-1W53

F m il ]‘Il’l’ﬂ\\@\\("‘* net phone 204-
3-9088 fax 204-325-7328

Wanted. Buy, Sell, or Trade. Longhows
and Recurve bows, Call 1-800-800-
6320~Tone 138,

page 14 for more details.

Call 1-800-
373-2571.

Lo
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N.W. ONTARIO BLACK BEAR HUNTS
Spvigy & Falk 97
Munt bear ver 800 3G Miad+ All Dvor actve
Baty. Over A5% « sgnhlings & 75B0% 1 Mocerm
Leeg o ot BOW/MLDRS
o £xs T Dear ) Twall ! Goouse
SECOND TO NOWETHENE and'ar CHRAIS LAVDE
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G 1B00-757-2241 - (8O7) 227-2073
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TURNING TO TRADITIONAL

Terry L. Anderson of Houghton Lake, Michigan wrore some
uplifing correspondence abour making the change from
shooring a compound to hunting with a recurve and shoot-
ing instinctively. After hours of preparation for the fall hunt,
Terry found himself on the moming hunt missing a “little
forkhormn buck ambling through my shooting lane at fifteen
vards,”

“The deer even had the audacity 1o only run a few leaps
and stop behind a cedar tree, looking back ar my ground
blind 10 see where the strange noise had come from,” Terry
wrote. The evening hunrt, however, had a different ourcome
for this post-compound shoorer.

Settling into a stand on the edge of some thumb popple
surrounded by mature oaks, Terry speat the fisst two hours
watching the squirrels gather their acorns, Then the first of
two deer popped out into plain view. Terry wrote: “A spike,
followed by a slightly Farger five-point were teeding upwind
from my stand. The only question would be whether they
would feed on by me, or move over into my shooting lane.
After about fifteen minutes, the larger buck moved into
range. .. | waited for an opportunity. | could feel the tension
return to my bow anm as 1 waited for the chance o redeem
myselt, Finally, the buck stepped our from behind the oak
hush and presented a shot. In one fluid mation, 1 drew back
and refeased the feathered shafr ar the deer, In an instant, the
buck whirled and leaped straight away from me. The arrow
had completely penetrated all the way to the fletchings.”

“This deer will always be special o me,” Terry contin-
ued. “The countless hours of practice making the change
from shooting a compound bow with sights to hunting with
a recurve and shooting instincrively had paid off for me.”

ALASKAN MAIL

Mail from Harold White of Canbou Creek Archery in
Yalmer, Alaska always leaves the Langbows & Reciorves staff a
lirele green with envy. His last package included o handful of
photographs taken near his home and a nice letter.

Harold wrote that when he can't hunt because of the
weather, “Then your magazine looks real good. A warm cup
of coftee, an easy chair, what a perfect time to reflect on last
vear’s hunting trips and plan for nexe vears.”

Harold alse wrote of some of his negative experiences
with anti-hunting groups, “I've lived in Alaska thirty-five

Harold White of Carvibou Creek Archery in Palmer, Alaska.

years. ['ve seen the wilds, I've lived and still live in the bush
as much as possible. If bowhunting is to stay alive, everyone
must do his or her part and speak up! Support your groups,”
he emphasized.

GOING HOME

“Sometimes | think that we as traditional archers are trying
to go home again, back to vesteryear when as a youngster we
roamed forest and field with whatever green stick we could
bend and put a picce of trot line cord on to make a bow, and
any green stick that we could notch on one end and sharpen
on the other end with a one bladed pocker knife thar just
happened to have only half a blade and that's the reason your
grandfather gave it to you in the first place.”

So Paul Sparks of Nacogdoches, Texas wrore 1o
Lemgbows & Recurves recently. We wanted to share his bit of
philosophy with our readers since we enjoyed it so much. He
went on to say:

“Whar memory could be fonder than warching an
arrow with chicken feather flerching tly through the air and
knowing that it must have gone farther than any other
arrow that has ever been shot and that if anly Howard Hill
and Ben Pearson, your heroes from the hunting magazines,
could have seen it, they would be begging you to go on their
next adventure with them. What woald we give to go back
to this day ™
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REALLY GREAT PEOPLE [

Omne grear thing about working on Longbows and Recurves is that we get to hear
from some really great people. Connie Peveto s one. Connie, a new tradirional
bow enthusiast from down Texas way, has sent some interesting poems based on
her new love for archery in addition o some excellent story ideas that we will
probably be sharing with vou soon. “The Moments,” ends quite appropriarely, so
we would like ro share it now. “So quiet, so still/The time has arrived/Bow drawn,
point, pull/The animal survived/Bur it’s the challenge of the hunt, not the kill.”
l me the Field is your chance to sharé o favorire bowhunting anecdore, a

personal insight into bowhunting, an interesting photograph or wharever
else strikes vou our in the field.

Longhows & Recerves will pay ten dollars for published anecdotes andfor
phatagraphs. Send to: From the Field, Longbows & Recurves, 1828 Proper
Street, Corinth, Mississippi 38834.

Happy huning and stay in touch!

THE SNAKE
by Kenneth ]. Hancock

My favorite hunting bow is called “The Snake.” | knew there was something spe-
cial abour this bow the first time | brought it ro full draw. The bow was made by
good friend and bowyer Gary Holmes and 1s the sweetest shooting combination
of osage and bamboo | have ever held in my hands. But, what really makes this

bow special is that it was a gift of love frum my wife on our first anniversary, She
Vestern diamondback rartlesnake skin
betore she presented it 1o
me; hence the bow's name.

That was two and one-
half years ago. | have been
tortunate to harvest a few
critters with “The Snake."
Enclosed is a photo of the

secretly had Gary back the bow with W

most memorable o date, a
four-hormn ram. A very spe-
cial animal taken with nl
very special bow, How does

a man thank the woman
he laves for such a wonder-
ful gift?

= 1
NEW! Custom recurves by Bob Lee & Dale Stahl
Custom long bows by Dade Stah)
and Susy. Archery

J & M Traditions

R.D. #2, Box 413 « Sunbury. PA 17801
(717) 286-7887

Al Traditional Supplies. Recurves, Long Baws
New & Used, Flemish Strings, Custom Arrows
Aluminum or Cedar

Golden Bear Bow Pal.

@he Briginal Patented Bowstringer

Your customers want

Fackansce
Seavwrn) , The Original
The Finest
_/ J The Safest
\I Bowstringer on the Marke!

GOIDEN@BEAR

3031 East Avenue R-12 /o F. Don Linde
Palmdale, CA 93550 Pn: B05-947.0239%

'( ACADIAN WOODS BOWS, INC. N

“Traditional Archery's Best Kept Secret!”

If vour idea of o true custom RECURVE
or LONGBOW includes unsurpassed
performance, durability, pointability,

craftsmanship, balance, natural beauty,
and individually created to fit your
needs, Acadian Woads his a bow for
vou. Five models available. Call or write
tor new brochure

BOWYER - TIM MULLINS

61410 Salmen Ave.
Slidell, LA 70460

(504) 643-3229

— Britis.h Columbia —,
Wilderness

Hunt Black Bear, Grizzly,
Moaose, Caribou, Goat & Wolf

“Fantastic Rainbow Fishing"
Fly in only by float plane.

Jim lvanitz
Whitesail Guides and Outfitters
Wayco Aviation
10778 Russell Road
Winfield, British Columbia V4V 1W6
Ph. 250-766-3901

As featured on The North Am. Sportsman
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[ ISTINGS

Please send Longbows & Recurves™ vour updated local
and state club information to include in our next issuc.

ALABAMA
Alabarma Society of Traditional Bovemen.
John Kimbrell, 334-361-8261

Montgormery Bowhunters Club, Bill Powell,
PO. Box 1367, Montgomery, AL, 36102,

334-277-7592

Trachitional and Primitive Archers of
Alabama, Troy D. Breeding, 981 Union
Road, Somerville, AL 35670, 205-778-
8871

ALASKA

Alaska Bowhunters Association, Libby
Ludvick, P.O. Box 935, Homer, AK
99603-0935, 907-235-5602

Traditional Archers of Alaska, Mike

Stevens, 19927 Kalka Circle, Eagle River,

AK 99577, 907-694-7923

ARKANSAS

Traditional Bowhuniters of Arkansas, Joe
Clark, PO. Box 1517, Little Rock, AR
72203-1517, 501-834-8883

Ozark Traditional Bowhunters, John Wolf,
4322 Beaver Lane, Fayetteville, AR
72704-5535, 501-575-0784

Bowfishers of Arkansas. James Howey,
18210 Thomas Trall, Little Rock, AR
72206, 501-565-9656

Bowtishing Association of America, Danny
Nichols, 619 Elk Court, Monticello. AR
71655, 501-367-2554

ARIZONA

Traditional Archers of Arizona, Ed Gullish,
6109 26th Street, Rio Linda. CA 95673,
602-842-3572

Archers Who Care. Jim Schultz, 16144 E.
Palisades Bivd., Fountain Hills, AZ
85268, 602-837-3119

CALIFORNIA

Junior Bowhunter Program, National Field
Archery Association, Esther Rodighero,
31407 Outer 1-10, Redlands, CA 92373,
909-794-2133

Longbow Hunters International, Mel
Toponce, 1953 Countrywood Court,
Walnut Creek, CA 94598-1015, 510-
938-2721

St. Sebastian s Renaissance Guild, Travis
Fletcher, 2200 Carbine Court, Elverta, CA
95626, 916-991-7905

Traditional Archers of California, Robert
Lawson, 6109 26th Street, Rio Linda.
CA 95673-4608. 916-991-5350

National Field Archery Association, 3175
Racine Drive, Riverside, CA 92503, 909-
794-2133

CANADA

Traditional Bovehunters of British
Columbia, Jim Ivanitz, 10778 Russell
Road, Winfield, British Columbia,
Canada, V4V 1W6, 604-766-3901

Willov: Ridge Traditional Bowhunters, Jeff
Barker, 2823 Howell Drive E_, Regina,
SK, Canada S4N 6G1, 306-789-8859

Traditional Bowhunters of Manitoba, Inc.,
Ron Missyabit, 338 Victor Street,
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3G 1P6,
204-772-8585

Traditional Bowhunters of New Brunswick,
Gregg J. Doucette, 130 Biggs Street,
Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada
E3B 6J6, 506-455-2247. 506 451-9520

Traditional Archers Association of Nova
Scotia, Bermard A. Clancey, 22
Cheswood Drive, Dartmouth, Nova
Scotia, Canada B2V 2E1

I'Association des Archers Traditionnels du
Quebec, C.P. 2025, Ste-Gertrude, Ville
de Bécancour, Québec, Canada GOS 280

COLORADO

Colorado Traditional Archer’s Society, P.O.
Box 4262, Grand Junction, CO 81502-
4262, 970-242-4725

National Archery Association of the U.S.,
Robert C. Balink, One Olympic Plaza,
Colorado Springs, CO 80909, 719-578-
4576

National Bowhunter Education Foundation
249-B East 29th Street #503, Loveland,
CO 80538, 970-635-1994, e-mail
nbef@frii.com

DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA

Congressional Sportsmen’s Foundation,
G.J. Thomas Sadler, Jr.. 1730 K Street,
NW, Suite 1300, Washington. DC
20006, 202-785-9153

ENGLAND

Society for the Promotion of Traditional
Archery, Hillary Greenland, 14 Upton
Road, Southville, Bnstol, England BS3
1LP 44-117-963-4197

FLORIDA

Fred Bear Sports Club, Frank Scott, 4600
S.W. 415t Bivd., Gainesville, FL 32608,
352-376-2411

Traditional Bowhunters of Florida, Ron
Weatherman, 21936 Freeman Drive,
Umatilla, FL 32784, 352-669-5636

A

€

RIBTEK

Horne's Hardwo
&F Laminations

Wide selection of handle woods. Over 15 species of
laminations in stock. These

under glass, and ground for highest performance capability.

“Satisfaction Guaranteed!”

O(/\'

woods are cut for their beauty

Hunter Distributing Horne’s Hardwoods & Laminations
The strongest 1232 Redman Mark Horne
broadheads on St Louis, MO 63138 728 Regency Drive
the planet! 314-355-8829 Hurst, TX 76054
Shop (817) 433-5906
Office (817 428-8236
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GEORGIA

Traditional Bowhunters of Georgia, Joey
Buchanan. 4476 Debracy Piace, Tucker,
GA 30084 770-270-3424

North Georgia Traditional Bowhunters,
Mickey Witson, PO. Box 3148,
Gainesville, GA 30503, 770-536-9700

Kennesaw Archery Club, P.O. Box 1751,
Kennesaw. GA 30144, 770-345-2170

Rocky Comfort Bowhunters, 926
Peachiree Street, Louisville. GA 30434,
912-625-7514

Thomson Field Archers, P.O.Box 1803,
Thomson, GA 30824, 706-595-7322

Gwinnett Archery Association, P.Q. Box
870926, Stone Mountain, GA 30650,
770-513-3646

Ogeechee Bowmen. 113 Suncrest Bivd.,
Savannah, GA 31410, 912-925-8214

Hard Labor Creek Bowhunters, 160 N.
Main Street, Madison, GA 30606. 706-
342-4864

Okefenokee Bowmen, P.O Box 1874,
Waycross, GA 31501, 912-449-6370

IOWA

lowa Traditional Bowhunters, Gene Winter,
1216 Rainbow Drive, Waterloo, |A
50701, 319-234-0292

IDAHO

Idaho Traditional Bowhunters, Doug
Chase, 4507 N. Anchor Way, Boise, ID
83703-3168, 208-336-6761

ILLINOIS

HWinois Traditionalists, Jeff Carr, Box 166,
Hildago, IL 62432-0166, 618-793-2005

Southern Iflinois Traditional Bowhunters,
Larry Hughes, 174 Rock Springs Road,
Makonda. IL 62958, 618-529-2818

INDIANA

Indiana Longbow Association, Robert
Schumake, Box 33. Fairland, IN 46126
9803, 317-835-7239

Indiana Traditional Bowhunters
Assaciation, 0. J. Cornett, 2810 N, Siab,
Austin, IN 47102, 812-752-6264

KANSAS

Kansas Traditional Archers Association,
Kip Hoffman, 9812 Hwy. K177, Alta
Vista, KS 66834, 913-499-6328

KENTUCKY

Bearhill Traditional Archers, Howard L
Rogers, General Delivery, Hazel, KY
420)49-9999, 502-492-8505

LOUISIANA

Bayou State Bowhunters Association,
Russell Lantier. HC18, Box 71H, Homer,
LA 71040, 318-927-3915

Louisiana Traditional Bowmen, Troy
Laurent. PO. Drawer 160, Morganza, LA
70759, 504-694-2223

Many Archery Club, Bud Frey, 1104 Maple
Avenue, Many, LA, 71449, 318-256-
5769

MAINE
Traditional Bowhunters of Maine, Jeff

Anderson, RR 1, Box 98, North Berwick,

ME 03906

MARYLAND

Traditional Bowhunters of Maryland, Bill
Hassenmayer, 28650 Mt. Vernon Road,
Princess Anne. MD 21853, 410-651-
2259

MASSACHUSETTS

St. Sebastian Archery Society. Tom
McDonald, 124 Lake Street, East
Weymouth, MA 02189, 617-335-3424,
617-335-1769

MICHIGAN

Superioriand Traditional Bowhunters,
Steve Turay, PO. Box 26, Marquette, Ml
49855

Christian Bowhunters of America, Dave
Roose, 3460 W. 13th Street, Cadillac,
MI 49601, 616-775-7744

MINNESOTA

American Archery Councif. James Shubert,

205 Pleasant Avenue, Park Rapids, MN
56470, 218-732-7747

Pope and Young Club, Glenn E. Hisey, PO.
Box 548, Chatfield, MN 55923, 507-
867-4144

MISSOURI

Flatrock Traditional. Ben Gueulette, 3244
W. Lombard. Springtield, MO 65802,
417-865-5275

MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi Bowhunters Association, Max
Thomas, PO. Box 16913, Hattiesburg,
MS 39404-6915

Mississippi Traditional Archers
Association, Jerry Kattawar, 36 Abide
Drive, Greenville, MS 38701, 601-226-
4831

MONTANA

Traditional Bowhunters of Montana, Cris
Fannelli, 1215 Pineview, Missoula, MT
59802-3240, 406-728-6058

Professional Bowhunters Society, Jim
Chinn, 210 Green Acres, Butte, MT
59701, 406-494-4889

NEBRASKA

Nebraska Traditional Archers, Keith
Southworth, PO. Box 5, Plattsmouth,
NE 68048, 402-339-1130, e-mail.
nebraska traditional archers@juno.com

NEVADA

Nevada Traditional Archers, Nitch Sowl,
4486 Center Dnive, Carson City, NV
89701-6711, 702-885-9584

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Club Pond Archers, Bob Perry, P.O. Box
179, New Durham. NH 03855-0179.
603-859-4261

LONGBOWS & RECURVES™

NEW JERSEY

United Sportsmans Association of North
America, Skip Myers, No. 1 Oak Avenue,
Sewell. NJ 08080, 609-358-4891

Traditional Bowhunters of New Jersey,
Joel Riotto, 1020 Teaneck Road,
Teaneck, NJ 07666, 210-833-0600

NEW YORK

Traditional Archers of Southern New York,
Bob Granatg, 1 Garmany Place,
Yonkers, NY 10710, 914-961-7390

NORTH CAROLINA

Carolina Traditional Archers, Dave Foulk,
Route #1, Box 57-A, Spruce Pine, NC
28777. 704-765-1701

Piedmont Traditional Archery Club, Don
Ward, 1626 Trollingwood Road,
Mebane, NC 27302, 919-563-2682

NORTH DAKOTA

Bowhunters of America, Elbert Hartwig,
PO Box 1702, Bismarck, ND 58502.
701-255-1631

OHIO

Ohio Society of Traditional Archers. Hoot
Gibson, 614-468-3422

International Bowhunting Organization,
3409 Liberty Avenue. Suite 201, PO,
Box 398, Vermilion, OH 44089, 216-
967-2137

OKLAHOMA

Green Country Traditional Archers. Don
Scott, Rt. 2, Box 1-3, Claremore, 0K
74017, 918-342-0081

Oklahoma Longbowmen, Grayson D.
Garlett, Rt. 2, Box 134, Calumet, OK
73014 ;

Traditional Bowhunters of Oklahoma, Tony
Giordans, 11917 E. 27th Street. Tulsa,
0K 74129 918-665-8789

OREGON

Traditional Archers of Oregon, Tim
Hughes, 14225 Fanto Creek Court,
Tigard, OR 97224, 503-620-8407

Lost Art Bowhunters. Al Kimery, 42626
SE Klinesmith Road, Sandy. OR.
97055-9608. 503-637-3144

Saddie Mountain Traditional Archers, Bob
Bingham, R1. 1. Box 6418, Astoria, OR
97103-9801, 503-325-9566

PENNSYLVANIA

Clay Lick Bowhunters, Hocking Hills
Bowhunters, Meeker Conservation Club.
and Sugar Creek Archers, Hoot Gibson,
614-468-3422

Pennwoods Traditional Bowhunters, Mike
Antonace, 362 Bagdad Road,
Leechburgh, PA 15656, 412-845-7674

Seneca Tri-State Traditional Archers, Bill
Sisler, 314 Hainer Road, Amity, PA
15311, 412-883-2520

Club Listings continued on page 68
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TEXAS

Traditional Bowhunters of Texas, Bobby
Buff, PO. Box 1248, Sabinal, TX 78881, |
210-988-2237

UTAH

Professional Archers Association, Cindy
Rhode, 26 Lakeview Drive, Stansbury
Park, UT 84074-9668, 801-882-3817

Utah Wood Bow Club, Dan Perry, Salem
UT 84653-0479, 801-423-2354

VIRGINIA

Traditional Bowhunters of Virginia, Bob
Seltzer, 7588 Woodstown Drive
Springfield, VA 22153-3528, '
703-644-9708

Virginia Tradibonal Bowhunters
Assaciation, Steve Wooten, 9700 N
Wagstaff Circle, Richmond. VA 23236, I
804-674-0150

WASHINGTON

Traditional Bowhunters of Washington,
Jerry Krauth, 326 DeKay Road
Hogquiam, WA, 985509303, 360-532- '
6901

The HOWARD HILL
LONGBOW Legend
Lives On!!
CONGRATULATIONS on yvour
9-point buck. Andy!

“I'mowriting 10wl vou how
pleased | am with my new Howard
Hill writes  Andy
l Cappone of New Kensington, PA
“The bow is beautiful and it han-
dles and shoots as good as it looks
Siveen days after | received my
bow | harvested this 9-pomnt buck
with my “big 57! 've looked at, handled, and shot a lot of different longbows try

ing 1o make up my minkd on what 1T wanted to buy. U'm glad 1 decided on a Howard
Hill longbow. It's everything | expected and more!™

longbow,”

It’s a good feeling to know that the longbow 1 hold in my hand is what Howard
Hill considered to be the best design and made of the best matenal. That's sure good
enough for me!”

Request your FREE BROCHURE featuring Howard Hill loaghows and tradition
al archery equipment by calling 406-363-1 359 or write

:_ HOWARD HILL ARCHERY
 Howard Hill Archery

248 Canyon Creek Road
Hamilton, MT 59840

MasterCard. Visa &
Disconver Card Orders Accepied

SUN DOG
ARCHERY

Steve McGee
Bowyer
1871 W. Chablis .

85746
520-573-1734
fax -741-1361

/Bcnchmark—\
— Archery -

Custom crafted bows of exotic hardwoods.
Longbows, flatbows or one plece and take down recurves.

< -

Carbon or clear glass limb choices, custom riser designs.

wWe've Got

* Parallel or Tapered Cedar Shafts
(Diameters available: W16", 11327, 21/647)
¢ Easton Aluminum Shafts
{Gamegetter, XX-7%, & Classics )
Custom Arrow Building Supplies
Broadheads & Field Points
Dacron / Nylon / Fast Flight
Popular Archery Books & Videos
Martin Recurves & Longbows
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Cedar Shaits Sor Vou.

Port Orford

CALL TODAY

| STARLC'S
ARCHERY

253 MW,
Oakwood, OM 45873

Send SASL or
Ph(as) 5942109
o {819 072

Dealer Inqueries
Now Available TrueFlight Feathers Welcomn

SUMMER

The Longbow Company

Benchmark Archery

The Longbow Company
Rt. 2. Box 545-B
West Blocton, Alabama 35184
Phone: 205-938-9225

Fax: 205-938-7508

Jim Yarbrough

T LONGBOWS & RECURVES™
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G

ig Jim was a bowhunter of heart, conscience, and honesty, He was also a Jonah and a kluts.
The lanky Boston transplant to Arizona was known best by the latter traits. To find a parch

of cholla jumping cactus, tum Jim loose, listen for a scream, and there was the plant.

Tweezers were standard equipment for desert hunting with six-foot, six-inch Jim, who set his jaw,
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squinted his blue eyes, and tumed his face so he couldn’t
see the spines as they were plucked from his anatomy.

“lim,” | said one day, “we're going hog hunting. You
want to come along!” Sure he did. | had ro ask the good-
hearted fellow, It was the right thing to do. Bur | was
worried. The third bowhunter in our group was
Clarence, who had a grudge against his mother and
father for naming him Clarence. Clarence didn't cut
people much slack. But he knew a peach of a spot for
wild pigs.

ig Jim sat in the middle of the pickup truck seat,

because Clarence said there were seven gates to

ypen enroute to our hunting camp, and [ knew Jim

would borch four of them, giving Clarence some-
thing to gripe about. Jim's long legs got in the way of the
stick shift every time Clarence grabbed a gear, and
Clarence didn't like it, but he said so only with wordless
scowls. Thirty-some miles of boiling dust later we
reached Clarence’s secret hunting grounds near the Old
Mexico border.

At the campsite, Jim shid out of my side of the

pickup truck, scurrying around to Clarence's door. Fora®

minute | thought he was going to help Clarence down.
Thankfully, he didn't. “What can | do?” Jim asked, g
wanting to be helpful.

“You can walk up the canyon a little ways where
vou'll find a big dead oak tree. Break up some firewood and
haul it in. We'll get the camp ready.” Jim did a heck of a job
on the firewood. | was relieved. But unfortunately, the tent
wasn't up yet and the tall man came over to give a hand, only
it turned out to be a foor, right through the sidewall of
Clarence’s favorite canvas home-away-from-home. *Why in
hell are you wearing those damn cowboy boots in the first
place?” Clarence growled.

| wondered the same thing when the sharp heel of the
cowboy boot punched a ragged hole in the tent. | looked Jim
in the eye. | could tell by his face that he had cowboy boots
on because he forgor his hiking boots,

The next day we struck out with first morning enthusi-
asm. “There's plenty of hogs in this place,” Clarence
instructed, “but you've got to walk for 'em.” As ir tumed out,
we didn't have to walk very far to see the first one. A sounder
of bristly hides fed in the second draw from camp. | wanted
Big Jim to have first crack, because [ liked him, but also to
get him finished before something bad happened. We stalked
with the wind in our faces, just the two of us. Clarence stayed
back to watch where the herd went after Big Jim got his boar.

Jim’s first arrow flew so high that it stuck twelve feer off
the ground in the only saguaro cactus on the hill. The hogs
didn’t budge. Maybe Jim would calm down and ger a good
shot off, but suddenly he 1ok on a fir of sneezing. The wild
pigs bolted in every direction.

But Clarence certainly did have a a hot spot for hogs.

We ran into a couple more herds around noon. By then Jim

was limping. “1t’s nor the boots so much,” he confessed with
a grimace. “1t’s that they're not my boots.” He had grabbed
his hrother’s by mistake. They were two sizes too small,

Things got serious by afterncon. “Do you want to head
for camp?” | asked. Jim said he could stick it our, but he was
hobbling painfully. | tied a loop of rope around my waist and
he pulled on it to help him up the hills. o spite of every-
thing, opportunities came our way until Jim’s arrows ran out,
He had lost all two dozen from his back quiver, having
picked up, resharpened, and fired half of them twice or more
each, and yer not a hog hair had been touched.
s the sun nudged roward the horizon, another chance
came our way. A lone bore stood stupor-like a hundred
vards off. | knew we could ger close, and we did. “You
take this arrow,” | said, handing him one out of my back
quiver, “and concentrate this time. Just pretend you're shoot-
ing at a hunk of wood.” Jim did. He hir a hunk of ironwood
lying at the feet of the boar. The arrow shattered like a glass
rod. Jim looked at me apologetically, bat | just thumped his
back twice and said, "Don’t worry abour it. We'll find
another hog." That’s when Jim tripped. But he came out all
right. His bow broke his fall as it spanned two big rocks in the
draw, Jim coming down right in the middle of it. I set my bow
down carefully, and well away from Jim. ®I think this bow is
history,” | said. Jim had a look of terror on his face.

| knew whar he was going to say before he said ir. “[t’s

|
|
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not my bow,™ he muttered. 1 just knew it. A chill shook
my body.

“It’s nos Clarence’s i 11" [ asked. No, thank goodness, it
only belonged o his neighbor, who got it from his father,
who had bought it when he was a kid and had given it to his
son to give to a grandson some day.

“I wanted 1o take extra good care of that bow,” Jim said
sadly. I tned to cheer him up, but what can you say about a
one-piece recurve bow that has sidldenly become two pieces?
| uttered something about mayhe getting it glued back
together. At least his neighbor could hang it on the wall as a
keepsake. The bow had cerrainly launched its last arrow.

| was selfish on the last opportunity of the day. Jim was
a fine archer when he was shooting at a straw bale, but the
hogs had him “buffaloed.” When | ran across one lone boar
starkling off to the side of the trail only twenty-five paces
away, | let fly a sharp-headed shaft and the hog was mine. Jim
was happy for me, slapping my shoulder. “Well, at least we'll
have one pig hanging in camp tonight,” he smiled.

larence was in camp when Jim and | arrived with my

boar. Another wild pig hung in a rtree. 1 offered to cook

up some grub by myself, but Jim wanted to help and

that’s how the bean pot ended up in the fire. The coffee
went over later, sending a smoke signal to the heavens and
putting Clarence to bed early,

Jim didn't get a boar unil the aftemoon of the third day.
[t was his last chance. | had given him all of my arrows, and
he was carrying my bow as well. But the tall man was reduced
to walking on tiptoes. A confused boar wandered by ren yards
in front of Jim's nose. The myopic pig stopped in its tracks and
the sore-footed hunter cur loose with a long string of cuss
words first, and then every arrow out of his back quiver, the
last one centering the hog’s chest for a picture-perfect harvest.,
At last. Jim let our a *“Wha-hoo!" and we headed for camp
with his prize. Clarence was Jim-shy by now.

He treated the tall man like a leper. Burt it didn’t do any
good. It was partly Clarence’s faulr for leaving it there, but in
an attempt 1o break off a particularly fire-worthy branch
from the tree thar canopied our camp, Jim kicked Clarence’s
bow that was resting against the trunk of the same tree. It
flew through the air like a football headed for three points,
landing on the only big rock in the campsite. “It's not
broken,” Jim said as he rushed up to Clarence holding the
how in hoth hands like a haby.

“No, | can see that,” Clarence ground the words :\ % ;

through clenched teeth. “Its only got a big dent in (©

the riser.” YI.}
By now, Clarence was ready for a taste of revenge

for the tent, the beans, the coffee, the bow, and a long

list of trespasses on his person. “Ill tell you whar, Jim," he  '#°

said softly. “I'd like to make vou a litele bet. I'll bet
you a big steak dinner that when we go our
of here in the morning you can't open and

close all seven fence gates without screwing something up.”
Jim’s pride forced him to accept the wager,

We wrapped camp up by ten in the moming. On the
way out, Jim carefully opened the first gate, working the wire
loop free of the post and slowly lifting the garte aside.
Everything went smoothly.

im stood there smiling as we drove through the gate.

Clarence stopped the pickup truck on the other side of

the fence to wait for Jim. The tall man had made his first

gare. Almost. Clarence didn't see the big twist. But | did.
Jim had urned the post over. Now bottom was top and top
was bottom. | didn't point this out to Clarence and Jim never
knew it.

Big Jim made the next five fences withour a hitch.

He now stood at gate number seven. He was going to
win the het. He carefully lifted the loop off the gate,
pulling the wire barrier aside so we could drive through.
Clarence stopped the truck and got out. Jim moved the
gate into position, forced the post into place and slipped
the wire loop over pretty as you please. He had done it. He
had won the bet.

Almost,

Big Jim stood smiling proudly and with a sweeping how,
hat in hand, he savored his “victory.”

“Uh, Jim," Clarence began. “Isn't there just one little
thing wrong™ Jim looked around. He couldn’t see any prob-
lem. Clarence walked up to the gate and looked at the big
man standing on the other side. “Don't you think maybe you
ought to be on this side of the gate™ For the first time in four
days, a big smile spread over Clarence's face, )

Jim sighed, pushed against the gate post, lifted the loop,
and walked through to our side of the fence. He reached in
his back pocket for his wallet, probably surprised to find it
was still there. He thumbed through the greenbacks to see if
he had enough money 1o buy Clarence his big steak dinner,

got in the middle of the seat as a buffer hetween Big Jim

and Clarence as we started off on the last long stretch of

dirt road leading to the highway. Chug, chug, cough,

cough, sputter, sputter. Clarence’s pickup truck had the
hiccoughs. Clarence cranked the wheel hard, bringing the
vehicle to a halt at the side of the dirt artery.

We all had ideas about what was wrong, from vapor lock
to bad gasoline. But it was Big Jim who came up with the

answer. “Hey, Clarence,” he began, “you did

A remember to fill your truck with gasoline
, before we left town, didn't you?" Clarence
o\ © ot a real dumb look on his face.
LAY Jim took the lead as we hiked toward the
L. highway. His feet didn’t hurt anymore. His step
I

was light and livelv. I snatched a glance at his
face. The big man was smiling,
Clarence trailed way behind.
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SUMMER

1997 71



Longbows & Recurves Summer 1997

74 of 76

A PARTING
OT

Remembering What 1
Learned From the Owls!

by Bob Butz

own in Jimson Hollow there are mbbits in every rangle

of briars and under every pile of brush. The hest nme

1o go there, 1Hound, is in October after a good night of
rain; the ground is wer then and good tor stalking.

The best thing to do is find a deer trail— they are not
hard to find— and follow it down into the hollow. You will
probably have to ger down on your hands and knees in some
places, and in others you will be down on your belly. When
you come upon any place that looks big enough to hide a
rabbit, stop and look real close. Look for thar litdle ruft of
whire that is the rabbit’s tail, or that soft gray line that is the
curve of the rabbit’s back. Maybe you will see his eye; that is
what I always see first. The rest of him will appear like some
kind of magc.,

You have to be patient to hunt rabbits in Jimson Hollow.
If you don't have parience you will probably walk past every
rabbit, And if you think yvou can go in there wirh a dog and
a shotgun and come out with i limit of rabbits, well, you
wouldn't be the first 1o try. Dogs get lost in Jimson Hollow;
the brush swallows them up.

If you don't have patience, all is not lost. You can leamn
patience by watching the owls. Learn to see like the owls
and you will find the sitting rabbits, not just in Jimson
Hollow, but anywhere. Once you learn what the owls have

to teach you, you will leave the gun under the bed and hunt
the rabbirs in Jimson Haollow with a bow.

The eye is the best thing to aim for on a sitting rabbit.
Once you find i, look for something inside, like that riny
speck of light, When you find that, concentrate on it until
there 1s nothing else in the world; if you think abour pulling
the string to your face, or how the bow feels in your hand,
you have probably missed the rabbir even before the release.
If you don't think about any of it, like the sound of owl wings
cutting through the air, your arrow will slip through the hole
i the brush and find the sparkle of the rabbir’s eve.

After you have slipped the arrow back into your quiver,
find your knife and take the rabbit to the nearest stump or
fallen log. Pull some of the white belly-fur from the rabbit
and place it close beside. Now make a long slit where the fur
wsed to be and take out whart's inside. Set this atop the fur. It
1s something for the owls.

Pur the rabhit into your jacker, or tie it 1o your belt with
a strip of leather. If vou are like me, you probably won't see
any more rabbits after the fist. Usually, 'm walking too fast
after that. | like the way the rabhir feels hanging there on
my belt. The way it bumps agamst my leg with every foot-
step is something like a heartheat. It's a subtle thing and a
pleasant thing and it carries me the rest of the way through
Jimson Hollow.

Whstration by Claie W Stanlay
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NATIONAL WILD
TURKEY FEDERATION

6 issues of the award-winning Turkey
Call magazine, 4 issues of
The Caller newspaper when vou join the
National Wild Turkey Federation today.
Send your $25 membership today and
receive our NWTF decal. 6 issues of
America’s Number One turkey hunters’
magazine, 4 issues of the newspaper
filled with state and local chapter news
and a section for JAKES, At the same
time, vou'll be supporting the vital
research and management efforts
of the nonprofit
National Wild Turkey Federation

[ Full Voting Member $25
[J Sponsor Member $200
[_] Payment Enclosed
Charge my

] MasterCard

(] visA

Card # .

Exp. Date

Signature {if charge)

PLEASE PRINT

Name

Address

City
State Zip

Phone #

Make checks payable to:
National Wild Turkey Federation
P.O. Box 530

Edgefield, South Carolina 29824
Telephone: 803-637-3106

Annual membership in the NWTF is $25.
of which $10 is for subscnptions to
Turkey Call. and The Caller. Single copy
pnce for esther publication s $3.50. Dues
in excess of $10, and all contnbuticns
are deemed to have been made fo a
qualifying S01 (c) {3) organization and
may be deductible on your tax returns

OPTIONS and
MORE options!

Hyper Buck & Doe

Model No. 718)
e I NEW for
s[nhale/Exhake operation /9 7
sExpandable grunt tube for
different tanes
*Hands-free option
oFully adjustable to prodie
ten ditferent calls with dual
reed assembly from throaty buck
grunts to loye-sack doe hleats
sProdduce buck and doe sonunds
at the same time withoot
stopping to readjust

Sugy. Net 313 %

For the Woods!”

ahile, visit our
VI Rights Roserved

See e Full lisse of 4y
wih sie sl https/sww peimes.com or call (681 1306 | 288,

FOCUS ON
HUNTING

From Stalking to the
Feast that follows—

Biggie’s Back NGBOWS
Longbows at Agincourt ECURVES
Bob Wesley, Don Francois, Sam Fadala

Your Own From the Field
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The Hit N Run, Eirst Strilce,
Get: um While Thcy ke KHot,

climbing Treestand

If vou have ever wasted time Iugging your
"dreamstand that came eith a big price tag and u '
promise of doing evervthing, deep into the woods, only
to find it had more clicker huttons, serews.
wdjusters, braces, slides, ratchets and gadgets
than « rocket scientist could figure out in the
deavlight...much less in the dark.

is the treestand for you!

The Grand Slam Climber is the most compact package of
silent. solid, no-nonsense treestand pc.rfnrm.mw you ever
dreamed possible! 1t installs on any tree from 6-24 inches
in scconds with the simple removal and reinsertion of
two Quik Clip pins. The patented Power-gripping
chains take vou silently and safely to your preferred
hunting height, Settle into the Grand Slam
ADJUSTABLE SEAT to enjoy the convenienee
of bheing able to coneentrate on making a
suecessful  shot.  Sit in comfort and
confidence in the Grand Slam knowing that
whenever the shot comes, you are in control,
The Grand Slam comes complete
with « stabilizser/leceling strap.
Backpacking straps and safery helt.

/
Watch 5 of =an
baseballs top pro's,

; For Your FREE Video and our 28 page Color Catalog,
along with other well-known send $4.95 for Shipping and handling to:
outdoor personalities, on 10 P.O. Box 1432, Tallulah, LA 71282
exciting hunts. This video or call toll free: 1-800-228-4846 in LA 318-574-4903
includes valuable safety and
hunting techniques that every.
e hunter should know.
4 ' :
| , !
o 4% 8| Order your free copy today! Now see our complete product line
<. . el send §4.95 for shippwg8 handing on the Internet!
= hitp://www.APloutdoors.com
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