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Our Readers Matter

ur readers mean everything to us at Lomghows & Rectrves™, so our goal is

to wo beyond the ordinary in meeting vour needs and expectations with
cach issue. We want to consistently create a high quality magazine that
provides information and brings enjoyment for traditional archery.

In meeting the needs of our readers, teedback is important because this mag-
azine, like life irself, is not static; it's a living, changing, ongoing joumey. The
responses 10 our survey provide some very useful information. Ler me share some-
thing of what we found from our premiere ssue's survey.

One seventh of our respondents use compound bows as well as traditional
cquipment. Hopefully, more and more folks will realize the beauty of maditional
archery. The opposite sex ook third place as the preferred quarry to hunt, behind
deer and rturkev. Apart from live game, our readers are mostly pursuing clothing,
arrows, and archery rackle. One third of our respondents purchased a bow within
the last six months, while one quarter of the respondents own an ATV.

As far as editonal content goes, our readers want “how-to” articles as well as
true hunting stories and feature articles the most. Tips from top shooters like Bob
Wesley in his department, “From the Whisperin® Pines,” scored well,

| want to especially thank the readers who participated in our survey. Some
of you provided some amusing comments which scored with us and made being
inside instead of outside shooting bearable,

Speaking of scoring, the turkey on the cover is like the one that Mate Schuster
did not score on, as he deseribes in bus article, “Turkey Troubles,” on page 32.
I think you will have as much fun reading it as Matt had experiencing ir.

No doubt, the kids that participated in JAKES weekend, sponsored by the
Nanonal Wild Turkey Federation, will have better tortune than Mate did. See
page 25 for an article/picrorial about a worthy endeavor that introduces some rer-
rific kids to turkey hunting and archery. The combination of kids and archery is
something we all nead to be thinking about. As Joey Buchanan points out, we are
not only reaching, but learming as well.

Remember, we are interested in news from all parts of the country so please
send some good information trom the North and the West,

Enjov the magazine and pass it along to a friend.

Michael K. Stanley
Publisher/Editor-In-Chiet

LonGBows & RECURVES™
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TRADITIONAL BOWHUNTING AT ITS BEST

Volume 2, Issue 1

BUNNIES AND BOWS

While hig game may be the bowhunter’s main
pursuit, it does not have to be the only one
by Tony Kinton

19
COASTAL RABBIT QUICKDRAW

This traditional archer gives an arrow by arrow
report of a day spent rabbit hunting. by Lee Foote

22
SPLISH SPLASH, | WAS TAKING A...

For an instant you may not be sure if you missed or if you scored a hir, That s

sart of the fun of bowfishing. by Keith de Noble
I g o

25
“JAKES” AND
OPENING DAY

An exceptional reason has to present
itself to interfere with opening day of deer
season. These bowhunters found the
exceprional at JAKES. by Joey Buchanan

t
. 30
§ OF WHITETAILS, BOWS, AND RESPONSIBILITY

The bowhunter and his equipment must be up to the task of humane harvest,

by Mark Livingston

\
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When gobblers show up, real wrkey troubles Publisher’s Letter
begin, by Matt Schuszer Write On Target

From the Whisperin® Pines
38 Southern Review
A LEARNING DAY Wild Game Recipes
Bowhunring fiction, based on father and son Club Listings
experiences in the woods. by John Sloan Clussifieds

From the Field
40 A Parting Shot

HOWARD HILL'S YOUNGER DAYS

Howard Hill may have been like any other mischievous young boy growing up
in Alabama, A family remembrance shows, bowever, that even then his special
qualities made him a stand-out, by Jerry Hill

as /
Rx FOR TREE STAND SAFETY /

A nuts and bolt approach 1o treestand safery offers aood .' L
advice o the howhunter. by Robert H. (Bo) Perr |

48 A _.‘j 2
BINOS FOR P ‘\f‘_.S,- -
BOWHUNTERS

The Equipment Editor gives audance on buying and
using binoculars when bowhunting, by Sam Fadala

54
TRADITIONAL SOLUTIONS

Arrows grouping to the side of vour intended mark? You
may have dominant aiming eve problems. Here are some
solutions. by Bob Wesley

56
ELK HUNTING THE ROCKIES FROM THE SOUTH

Nothing can give the tingle of a real life encounter with an elk. A Southern boy
tells how it can
be accomplished
pamlessly. by
Wawne “Bigme”
Hoffman

Pholorosh by Pinv Phosagray
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Thank You

Most archerybowhunting  magazines
concern themselves with compound
bows, radical cams, overdraws, and car-
hon arrows. There are exceptions. ... but
for traditional enthusiasts, there s
never enough “readitional” information
available! ... T was browsing in a book-
in San Anronio, Texas, and
stumbled onto your premiere issue!
Whar a delight!

the purchase, completed the question-

store
1 immediarely made
nairefsurvey in hopes of winning a
t-shirt, and immediately subseribed to
your publication. In my rush, | failed to
include this lerter of thank you.

There are probably as many reasons
for  bowhunting as  there are
bowhunters. However, there is some-
thing abour traditional archery and
traditional archers that seems to bring a
deeper, more personal involvement in
the arr....

Ownership and appreciation of tra-
ditional  equipment is not  only
extremely satisfying, but indeed thera-
peutic! [ truly teel that I have acquired

“prescription” of your publication
rather than a “subscription”
magazine! It is my hope you will pro-
vide more information and stories on
such grears as Howard Hill {great story
in the premiere issue), Fred Bear,
Saxton Pope and Art Young, and others
who have paved the way for the rest of
us. Additionally, 1 hope vou will also fill
your pages with the most minute details
of their equipment, and help us all
make contact with the tradirional heros
of the present and future— G. Fred
Ashill, Earl Hoyt, Bob Lee, Dan

O your

el 35

‘e
.

Quillian, Sam Fadala, Keith Chastain,
el et eI

Congrarulations on what will no
doubt be a source of great enjoyment for
those of us not so obsessed with cams,
cables, and carbon!...

Gil Lindsey
New Braunfels, Texas

In the News
Sunday  October 10, 1996—
Anchorage Daily News Reports Mike
Stanley introduces a new traditional
magazine.

My feelings raced wildly and dnift
back in time.,

MM

A young lad of eight years, influ-
enced by my father and uncle to shoor
a bow. Little known then that a small
fad of middle Michigan would love

archery for the rest of time.

1 can't remember where my tirst
bow went, perhaps lost in a forgotten
closer, to be found later by someone
unknown. | would hope (that other
people) enjoy archery as much as 1 do. |
look at archery as (giving) 1o others my
joy of the traditional archery tield.
When | see new hooks and magazines
this mikes me feel there is someone
with the same feelings. | welcome your
new magazine and have told many
friends...

i AR i

4
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[ hope ond pray your adventures are
plenty, your arrows are straght. .

Harodd White
almer, Alaska

Let Me See Eyelashes

[ was happy to see your magazine i an
[linois gas station on the way back 1o
Wisconsin trom an lowas whitetal bunt
ing weekend, Please sien me up. I've
hunted with a recurve or longhow for
the last ten years and subsenbe 1o one
traditional and two “string gun” maga-
snes. We  really another
traditional point of view becase | don't
consider the modem archery arms race
really archery, Who wants to shoot an
animal at fifty 1o sixty yands? Give me o
ten vard shot where | can see eyelsshes,

To unswer your Reader Survey: |
only hunt with a meaditional bow, in fact
hunting with something other than
archery equipment is called shopping,
My interests in hunting do include the
opposite sex, bur I've found ou thar tor

nccd

some strange reason the relationships
end in Seprember and begin in January.
Do we (humans) ruel...

Yes, | confess | have bought hunt-
ing equipment in the last six months
(hours). | think | avemage one bow
every six months, two in the last six. |
don't plan to purchase anvthing in the
next six, but T know thar will change
(since) I'm going o Africa. ...

My shire size is barge and P ber aes
hard to get 2 magazine off the ground.
Sign me up for three years. Best of luck.

Todd M. Ssania
New Berlin, W

God Bless!

Think first, then 2o ahead.
God bless!

Kenny Jones

Harishurg, [limors

LER: Dary Crockert once sad, "1 leave
this nde for others when I'm dead, Be

always sure yo're right— then go ahead.”
|

Thank vou for the vemmder

Congratulations
Congratulations on vour magazine! |
wish vou well.

It's goodd 1o open up and see faces
such as Howard Hill, Paul Brunner, and
all the high-tech add-ons.
Thar's what brought me to the recurve;

nor see

it's so simple and natural.
Thanks for a grear magazine.

Brent Parrack
Shetbyulle, Tennessee

Kudos

I'm just gerting back into traditional
archery from compounds, I've been
shooting since | was five, but getting
back imro the rechnical selection of tra-
ditional is o Lirtle overwhelming.
Thank God for your magazine!

Robert Jmm.'
Reno, Nevada

*Barrel tapered for performance!

rom Tallahatchie Woodworks

Toll-free Order Line (800) 260-3344
*Shafts hand spined & weight matched in the factory
*Each shaft branded with deflection for cock feather location

*Each dozen sealed in a poly bag to protect from moisture
Order by arrow length: 26-28"; 28-30"; or 30-32"

SUPERCEDER Spine Chart for 28" Arrows

“J.J Draw | T 31!3’0" ' RefiexDatiex | Dacron A Recarve. | Recutve
Weight Longbows | Narrow-imb | Wide-limb or Reflex/Defiex | Bows with
SEENOTE Laminated Longbows Longbows with | Fast-fiight 3
Longhows ch'ov‘ String hsl-?_u_u?ﬁ String Shmg 5 . e Ak ot ot i AN
Pounds | Spme s 255 | Spine chiss Spwne class Spine cizss Spice class |
35.4) 620 I 520 | 440 405 375 To order, simply call our toll-free
40-45 570 480 405 37 350 : : ;
43-50 520 440 ‘ 375 ' 350 330 ‘ order line with yourACtedn card in
50-55 43 405 350 330 ‘ 319 hand, or use the spine chart to find
i o l e e ' e e spine and length, and send this info
85-70 375 330 l 260 275 260 ' and $39.95 plus $4.00 shipping and
7075 350 310 275 280 245 ;
2.0 % 200 ks o ‘ s | handling to:
30-8% 310 278 245 | 230 ; Tallahatchie Woodworks, Inc
25-90 290 \ 260 230 . . ' O. Box 1
90-95 ‘ 27% 245  NOTE: For nrrows langer than 28 40U 5 10 0003l G ueght ‘ P O. Box 118
5100 | 260 230 tar each ey guer 28° For shorar arows. sublract 52 per ingh | Rlp'ey' MS 38663
e —————————
SIMPLY THE BEST WOOD SHAFTS AVAILABLE! ] ViSAMastercard-Discover-Amarcan Express-COD

SUPERCEDER Arrow Shafts

Help line (601) 837-9906 Fax (601) 837-9246
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And More Kudos RlBTEK
A nice magazine. | found the articles
interesting... | would like 2 one year
subscription.... I've shot taditional for S ¥
ten to fifteen vears. | am now friends é N
{
X ¥

with five to cight men who saw how
much fun it was and now they shoot

traditional as well as compound, and Hunter Distributing

they enjov rraditional more, Jhe slue?g::‘ % st Lw:szam";‘;;
the planet! ; 314-355-8829
Thomas F. Harvisom
Ltica, New York
Read the Whole Thing
Enjoved vour magazine and read the Steve McGee
\\-llmlu rhuln;;' in one I\-\ g:)inu. Got c\;w SUN DOG 19718%‘( i
ed enough to start looking tor another Tucson, AZ
FECUTVE.... ARCHERY  #s7s
520-573-1734
fax -741-1361

Hamiltem “Hambone" Mathis

Mavo, Flimda Custom crafted bows of exotic hardwoods.
Longbows, flatbows or one piece and lake down recurves.

- .
-

Carbon or clear glass limb choices, custom riser designs.

wSeAINI9Y g smoqbuo]
0} mou aqusqng

| The; Wrispen‘in’ Plfnes‘ |
Archery Camp

Experience the Magic
A lvely two dey wotkshop desigred
to enhange vour enjoyment of tradi

nondl archery

“Greatest Name In Traditional
Archery”

o Scene Sauthern sething

Distributed
throughout

, the world
A ' “See our products at a

Ve veteran an a prvate
3102 range; form, aimmg. ieaming
the perfect prachce ses

""J_'.' ™\

® Learn 10 make tnest

stands, @ win at 3-0 shoots, and to make

dealer close to you, be

a part of the Hiil legacy.
by making your next
purchase a Jerry Hill
product. Custom hand
made, high performance,

and sold at affordable

348 Holliday Drive = Poplarville, MS 39470 | ' & prices.”

moving shots

For a ree brochure, contact

Bob Wesley

Phone (601) 795-8727

Traditional Archery
\ Bot Wesiey has beer i Sechery foraved fary, edn  He 5 o Jonmier, popse ’s our speCIa’ty.
|

aent of the Missission! Ao tiery AsSOuEILN T3 serviad.an thit Board of

directon. for e Msssspes Baahunters Asocebon, Yokl fney state ibes 515 McGowan Road » Wilsonville, AL 35186

1nd the 1982 Howsad HIl World Zychet o o
wonial irstructon from M Howwers el Bob ey figuetea e the ‘ : Phone 205-669-6134 = Fax 205’669'0270

MESSOP: Bowtingers bl of Fame 10 11989
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Hunting with his homemade glass recurve, Joey
Buchanan heads out often for the swamps of south
Georgia, Joey is president of the Traditional Bowhunters
of Georgia, a member of the Professional Bowhunters
Society, and life member of the National Wild Turkey
Federation,

A nanve Louisianan, Lee
Foote has been bowhunting
for small game since child-
hood and says he “thrives on
the poetry of an arrow in
flighr.”  Lee credits  the
groundwork of his rabbir hunt s, &

article to hunting and writing colleagues Eric Seeger and
Steve Elisworth.

Tony Kinton is nor only a
veteran bowhunter, having
hunted extensively in four-
teen states and three Canadi-
an Provinces, but a veteran of
more than twenty years as an
outdoor writer. We are sure
that, if he is not already, he will become a favorite writer of
our readers.

Evervene who knows or has
heard of Wayne “Biggie”
Hoffman also knows of s
reputation as a bowhunring
advocate par excellence. He
is currently serving as council
member of the Professional
Bowhunters Sociery. His elk hunting article will certainly
inspire vou to call vour travel agenr right now.

An avid outdoorsman, Donald L. Patterson has been
involved in bowhunting for over twelve years, A published

Mark Livingston takes responsible hunting seriously; as
examples, he became the first centified bowhunter education
instructor by the state of Mississippy, he is current legislative
charrman and editor of Mississippi Bowhunter, and is a regu-
lar member of the Protessional Bowhunters Society. His arti-
cle in this issue on responsible huntng gives us pause for
thought.

H. Keith de Noble is o free-
lance writer and photograph-
er who has published archery,
bowhunting, and bowfishing
articles in numerous puklica-
tions. With fellow bowfishers
he was instrumental in forma-
ton of The Bowfishers of

Arkansas and in early organization of the Bowfishers of
America.

Matt Schuster is not onlyv an
active outdoor writer, but also
editor of the Traditional
Bowhunters of Georgia maga-
zine and member of The Pro-
fessional Bowhunters Sociery.
Besides thar, he 15 an inde-
pendent manufacturer's rep in the sporting goods industry.

Professional archer Jerry Hill
had the good fortune to he
barn great nephew of archery-
great Howard Hill. Jerry's
annual Howard Hill World
Longbow and Recurve Cham-
pionship has been held each

spring for sixteen years in
Wilsonville, Alabama.

author from Mussissippi, this is his first article for Longbows r- YCONTR]BUTORS DEPARTMENTS
and Recurves. We know you will appreciate his special 257 Mef’Sérgmt.‘-» Don Francois
nsight into bowhunting. Piiacle Photbgr&phf ' Boky Wesley:

* Sreven Donaldson - Siun Fadala
An orthodonrist in northeast Mississippi, Dr. Robert H. [175 Richard Stubler- :
(Bo) Perry is a lifelong hunter. In recent years, he has ! ]cft(lums
become involved in hunter education instruction. JiEaissisatrinasecs

John Sloan

LoNGBOWS & RECURVES™ SPRING 1997 7
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orrect shooting form is essential

tor the development of your hull

porential as a tradivional archer.
o konow that vou've done your home-
work, put i your practice, and have a
system of shootimg securately with con-
sistency gives o special feeling of imner
gratification, especially when sitting up
IN a swaving tree at o freezing tempera-
ture tor several hours and then seeing o
magnificent  buck  suddenly  appear
below you.

Understanding correct tradhitional
hooting form 15 necessary in achieving
correct form. This can be divided into
three parts: correct stance, am, arxl
proper shot execunion, While it is per-
haps academic to suggest thar good
physical conditioning and a desire o
practice on o regular basis comple-
ments the process, | think it bears
repeating.

asked bom whar
was all about. “Bob,
draw  your  bow,”
Wally replied, “Now,
l\mk at vour bow
hand.”™  And  sure
enoughy, in becoming
tense | had allowed
hand 1o
move shightly coumrer-clockwise on the
handle and had too much bend in the
back part of my wrst. This coused
torgue n the bow and upon release the
arrow lett the bow with too much par-
allax, resulting in nght and left inaccu-
racy. “Wally, why didn't you point this
out back when you fiest noticed 1™ 1
asked him, “Bob, that's the reason for
the smile,” he rephed.

The bow hand should be placed
with a Jow wrist with the back flar part
of the wnst almost tlat, As a check, the
center of the

m\ h w

Correct stance may be divided
into proper bow hand placement,
the bow arm elbow, the bow ann
shoulder, feet, hip and head pos-
ture, anchor, the hold, string finger
placement, and the follow -through.

Bow hand placement i essen-
tal o mimimize bow torque, 1o
allow maximum power 1o be trans-
mitted back mto the bow arm, and
thus to permit steadiness m uming.
Several vears ago as my good triemd
Wally Renner from Kentucky and |
were shooting a scored round on

“Myrs. Howard Hill

once pointed out  the
that my main form
area to be improved

more bend in my

large knuckle
at the base of
thumb
shoukd be just
one-cighth of
an mch from a
upon was a bit  line  drawn
down the cen-
ter of the bow
to the nght if
you are right-
handed  and
vour left hand

bow arm and a
slightly lower
bow shoulder.”

my 3-D tadivional range, he was
ahead just o few points. It seemed tha
the harder | would try 10 gain points,
the more he would move ahead. Finally,
atter the last carget had been shot and
the scores added, we tound he had won.
| noticed a big smule on his tace and

s your how
hand. When teaching this, | make a
hoear mark on this knuckle and also
one on the bow and ask the shooter 1o
keep these two marks in hine, This min-
imizes bow torque and keeps the pont
inside the bow hand where contact s

made with the bow in
direct alignment with
the bones of the bow
arm. All of this permits
a steadher bow hold.

The bow arm
elbow should be very
slightly bent and with
the tront of the elbow
in a lateral rather than upwards post-
non. In my opinion, this promotes
steadiness by allowmng the power w
flow more evenly back mro the bow
shoulder.

A down and back-in-the-socket
bow shoulder absorbs the power uni-
formly and consistently. It tends o ward
oft fatigue by Aalln\\mg A greater
involvement of the muscles of the back.
Mrs, Howard Hill once pointed out
thar my main form arca to be improved
upon was a bit more bend i my how
arm and a slightly lower bow shoulder.

The archer’s teet should be some-
what parallel 1o the tanger with the fox
closest to the tanget tumed o few
degrees i the direction of the target
and supporting about 60 percent of the
beady’s weight. The hips should be par-
allel o the ground. The archer’s head
should lean slightly to allow the dom-
nant or shooting eve o posiion Jirectly
over the drawn arrow, To check to be
certain that the bow shoulder 15 ade-
quately down and back, have someone
mesure the distance trom the lateral
part of the biceps of the bow arm across
to the drawn arrow. This distance
should be from tour to five and one-half
inches, depending upon the build of the
archer. Less than this indicates that the
bow arm is not scated far enough back
into the shoulder socket.

R
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Anchor should be
undorm and consistent. It
should be a specific spot
that the archer can find
withour conscious effort.
Usually the middle finger
finds an upper jaw tooth
or some bone reference
which will teel comfort-

able. It should locate the

“At full draw it
is essential to
learn to shift the
holding weight
into the back
muscles.”

arrow with a2 mimimum
of lateral oscillation. It
the archer has shifred
this power into his back,
upon release his anchor
hand will remain on his
tace or move shightly
backwards towards the
ear. The bow arm will
move slightly to the left

arrow directly under the
dominant shooting eve. Both eves
should remain open when shooting.
You might try coming to full draw
(without releasing) while looking into a
mirror to assure that the arrow is full
length under the center of the pupil of
the shooting eye.

At tull draw it is essential ro learmn to
shift the halding weight into the back
muscles. This allows a minimum of ten-
sion in the draw arm and the anchor
hand. This comes from effort, practice,
and parience. You can actually teel a
shght separation of the bones of the
hand as the tension drains from it. This

allows a cnisp, smooth release of the

/Bcnchmark
“— Archery

i .

(it the archer is holding

i with his left arm).
Such action is evident if you
observe the follow-through of Howard
Hill with slow motion film or video. For

example, warch “Points on Arrows." |
once observed this same follow-through
when shooting with two-time Olympic
gold medal winner Daryl Pace ar
Merarie, Lowsiana. This hold, using
primarily the back muscles, will mini-
mize anchor hand rension and also pre-
vent nock pinching, which rends o put
a bend in the arrow ar full draw. Some
archers require a spacer in their tab or
glove ta minimize this because they
have not leamed to hold with their

back muscles. This hold also tends 1o
prevent the “is™ or a panic release
which can make shooting less than
pleasant,

Remember thar correct, grooved-in
stance s essential prior to beginning
the proper aiming process. Without
consistent shooting, aiming is impossi-
ble. 1 suggest that the correcr funda-
mentals of stance be mastered ar a
distance of no more that fifteen vards
before you begin to work on aimme.

I have covered only correct stance
in this column; 1 will cover aim and
proper shot execution in future issues.
Until then | extend to vou my best
wishes tor many hours of enjoyment
with your bow traditional stvle, May
vour heart alwavs quicken to the music
of the bowstring and the flicht of the

Ty COUSE.

*L&R: Compentive archers know the
“is™ as a shootmg phobia thar affects the
archer’s am. Instead of focusing on the pri-
mary wrget, the shooter focuses on spots
around the prirary target.

Christian Bowhunters

Exalting Christ
as Creator!

Savior!
Lord!

The Longbow Companp

Benchmark Archery

For membership information or to
Inquire aboul spirtual motters, write

CBA

3460 W. 13th St.
Cadillac, Ml 49601

of America

k o/ S www goshen nel/cboa

The Longbow Company

Rt. 2. Box 545-B

Genesis 1:1 * John 3:16 * Matthew 5:16

West Blocton, Alabama 35184
Phone: 205-938-9225
Fax: 205-938-7508

Jim Yarbrough

Rob Kindrick, Bowyer
Call to discuss bow options.

P
—

——
MasterCard and Visa Accepted

7455 Old Moon Road

Columbus, GA 31909 (706) 596-1988
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REVIEW by Don Francois
Exercising Our Bow Arms

he cold winter months seem 1o he endless, but before

we know i, spring will be here and we'll be thinking

about exercising our bow arms at a 3D tournament.
A good place to start is Alabama.

For the past six vears the Alabama Society of
Traditional Bowmen (ASTB) has sponsored the Children's
Hospital Shoot, With the generous help of participants and
vendors, ASTB has donared over twelve thousand dollars to
the Children’s Hospital of Alabama. All proceeds trom the
hoot are used by the hospital for research expenses and lab
cyuipment.

The Chikdren’s Hospital Shoot s trditional only, and
bowmen may pay a per round fee or choose a weekend or
family plan. Trophies are awanded in Men, Women, Junior,
Youth, and Cub classes. All Cubs receive a pamicpanon
award. The toumey s set up in two, fifteen-round courses
with at least one moving target on each course. There are
also novelty shoots and plenty of vendors, After the Saturday
evening harbeque, there is a “trade blanket™ where bowmen
may harter and trade tor archery items with one another.

The 1997 Children's Hospital Shoot will be held the last
weckend of April i Tannchill Seate Park near Bessemer,
Alabama. Primitive camping 1 avaitlable as well as hook-ups
for motor homes.

For more information, contact John Kimbrell, President,
ASTH, P O, Box 1070 Columbiana, AL, 35051.

I spoke 10 Rick Fowler, Secretary of the Kentucky
Traditional Bowhunters Association (KTBA), and he
excited about the outlook for Kentucky's deer and turkey sea-
sons. Rick saed that good management programs have great
Iy increased the quality of the deer herd over the last few
veass, and he believes Kentucky will soon be putting some of
those bluegrass bucks in the
record books,

Kl'l"ll\ ‘\\
have something else to smile
ahout. The wildlite
Jdepartment has been engaged

is an bowhunrers

state

in a turkey restocking pro

wram tor rwenty years and 1s seeing great success. Last season

wass the first time that every county in the state was open for
turkey hunting

The KTBA s alsor proud of their involvement in getting

an extended fall, archerv-only season for turkey, What started

TN ~ SPRING 1997

out as o month-long spe-
cial seasom  has  been
extended over the years
until now when Kentucky
have  three
months in the fall 1o go
after the big birds
In the
news/bad news depart-

\ﬂl'llt'h

gowd

ment, | found both in an
article out of Mississippi by Bobby Cleveland, Outdoor
Editor for the Jackson Clanion-Ledger. According 1o his arti-
cle, surveys taken by the Mississippi Department of Wikdlite,
Fisheries, and Parks show the number of hunters 0 the
Magnolia State is generally declining with the biggest drops
foundd in the ranks of small game hunters. The number of
rabbit, squirrel, and riccoon hunters has decreased by half
ance 1985, The number of deer hunters (all methods) has
decreased by about 11 percent in the same penad

The drop in the number of Mississippt hunters reflects a
national trend. The article noted the expense of licenses,
equipment, and hunting leases as contributing facton but also
noted the increase in the number of single parent househokds,

What is the good news in all of this! According 1o the
survey, the number of bowhunters for deer has increased by
34 percent in ten yeans! More people are finding out what we
already know: bowhunting places more emphasis on the
hunt as opposed 1o the kill, and long seasons mean prepara-
tions aren't made all vear tor only a few weeks of hunting
apportunity. Hunting with a bow also opens up a lot more
habitat thar might be off Timits to a firearm hunter.

The sobering fact remains, however, that the population
of the United States is increasing, ver fewer and fewer peo-
ple are taking up hunting as o form of recreanon. Game man-
agers have done a wonderful job in the past few decades, and
populations of game species are thnving i mest areas, even
to the point of overpopulation in some cases, Still, emotion
Aism and anthropomorphism (attributing human quahties
to animals) continue to influence some people more than
tacts and reality.

Where does this leave us, the Bowhunters of the last
decade of the twentieth century!

It leaves us with an obligation 1o spread the word that
responsible hunting is an environmentally safe, acceprable,
and humane method of game management. We won't do

LonGBOws & RECURVES™
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any good by gettng up on a stump and arguing with the
anti'’s. We won't ever change their minds. Instead, we need
to be examples to others of what a responsible hunter real-
ly represents,

The maditional bowhunters of Alabama are doing just
that with their Childrens Hospital Shoot, Many communi-
ties have a program where hunters donate wikl game 1o fead
the hungrv, It a community doesn't, why shoukdn’e hunters
start one ! Clubs should particapare in o Hunting and Fishing
Dy on a state level o help more people leamn the jovs of tra-
ditional archery.

Probably the best thing any of us can do to preserve our
hunting heritage i to take the rime 1o introdice a voungster
to archery and hunting. Most youngsters are brimming with
curiosity and need only an ineroduction 1o bows and arrows
to plant whar may grow mnto a litchonyg interest. If they don't
hear an mrelligent discussion of the role hunting plays in
game management from one ot us, who will they hear it

Even it the young charge does not become a
h whunter, the exposure to hunting and the outdooss will at
lewst show him or her that narure’s course 15 not set by some
executive at the Disney studios. Whether they hunt or not,
one day these young people wall vote

Theadore Roasevelr sard, “In o civilized, cultivared coun-
try, wild animals only contnne to exist at all when preserved
by sporzsmen.” Perhaps we cannot change our “civilized, cul-
tivated country,” but we can help create more sportsmen,

NEW! Custom rocurses by Bob Lee & Dale Stabd

Cuntounny loag bows by Diade Stahi
and Susag. Arehery

J & M Traditions

——————
i " | WAy ouT
|
~RITVBLER -

)/

The HOWARD HILL

LONGBOW Legend
Lives On!!

R.D. #2. Box 413 » Sunbury, PA 17501
(717)286-T887

AN Traditinal Supplies, Rocurves, Long Bows

New & Used, Flemish Strings, (ustom Arrows
Aursioem or Cedar

r( ACADIAN WOODS BOWS, INC. )
Traditional Archery's Best Kept Secret!”

Iy our wdea of a true custom RECURVE
or LONGBOW includes unsarpassed
performance, durabslity, pointabiluy
rattsnanship, balance, natural beauty

and individually created to fit vour
needs. Acadion Woods has o bow for
you. Fove models avaitlable, Call or write

for new hrochure

BOWYER — TIM MULLINS
61410 Salmen Ave.
Slidell, LA 70460
(504) 643-3229

CONGRATULATIONS on your
9 point buck. Andy!

"'meownitng 1o el you how
pleased Tam with my new Howard
Hill  Jongbow.”  writes  Andy
Cappone of New Kensington, PA
“The bow as beautilul and it han-
les and shoots as good as it looks
Sixteen days after | received my
how | harvested this 9-point bock
with my “hig 57! Pyve looked ar, handled. und shot a Jot of ditferent longbows try-
g o make up my mind on what | wanted o buy, 'm glad | decided on a Howard
Hill longbow, [t°s everything | expected and more™

“Is @ gosxd feehing 10 know that the longbow | hold i my hand i what Howurd
Hill consadened 1o be the best design and made of the best material, Thit's sure good
enough for me!™

Reguest your FREE BROCHURE featuring Howard Hill longbows and tradition
al wrchery equipment by calling 406-363-1359 or write

HOWARD HILL ARCHERY

ﬂowﬂrd }Iil/ ;‘r(h‘,y 248 Canyon (:rcck‘ Road

Hamilton, MT 39840

\_0__./ MasterCard. Visa &

Discover Card Orders Accepted

LoNGBOWS & RECUR TS
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he Wild Gamwe Recipe fosss
Department was well ¥
received acoonding

yYour f\’\'\ mse MIEVEYS.. -
Thank you! In this ssue, Tam forwarding on o Foed Venison
W Cayun Venson reape from Hamilton Mathis in
Flotida, . o special treat for those of vou who enpoy somse
spice m your foods. | have also come across some grnd cook-
y books specitically for wild game. The rabbit recipes come
A\ from Sam and Nancy Fadala’s cookbook, The Complese
\ Guide w0 Game Care and Cookery— and it s complete—
\ trom the skinoing and preserving to the cooking, it is all
m this book. The turkey recipes come from The
— Natonal Wikl Turkey Faderation’s new cookbook Wikt
About Terkey, My thard findd, another complete cook-
book, 18 The Compleze Venssem Cooldyok by Harold W
Webster, Jr. published by Quail Ridge Press. | hope
you enjoy the following recipes and find them a
lirrle bt our of the ordinary. ..

“CROCK POT RABBIT

Thes dish is at its best served over nice usth
o fresh groen sakad.

2 rabbits, cut into serving pieces
1 cup celery, shced

1 cup carrots, peeled ond sliced
1 onion, chopped

1 con water chestnuts. sliced

2 cups fresh mushrooms, shiced
3 cups chicken broth

Salt and pepper

2 tablespoons cornslarch

1/ cup sherry

Place all igmedients except comstarch
and sherry in crock pot and cook on
low tor 6 hours. Remove rabbit from
pot. Ina separate bowl, combine sherry
and comstarch. Pour into croxk pot
thicken the sauce. Retumn rabbar to the
crock por and mix. Servings: 6-8

D I ——— _———

e wonld low to hear from you. If you would like to submit a recipe, please send it to:
Umu- W. Stanley, LONGBOWS & RECURVES™, 1828 Proper Street, Corinth, MS 38834-5134

e ——————————————————————————— — —
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R S e
MARINATED WILD
TURKEY ROLLS

1 (5-pound) wild turkey breast,
deboned
12 ounces commercial ltalian
dressing
12 strips thickly sliced bocon

Cur breast mear along the grain into
long, thin 14anch-thick  strps.
Submerge strips in dressing, cover, and
marinate m the refrigerator for 3 to 6
hours. Drain. Wrap cach meat strip in
hacon, roll into a pinwheel, and secure
with a toothpick. Place in a large non-
stick skillet, and cook over very low
hear for about an hour. The trkey roll
is done before bacon browns. Yield: 6
SCIVings.

Gary L. Crafton
Coffeenlle, MS

e —T—————
CAJUN VENISON

In a large baking pan, shice a whole
sweet oniton, bell pepper, mushrooms
and lay approximately 6 strips of bacon
on top. Scason shoulders with salt,
pepper, Cavanders, rad pepper or cajun
seasoning and P]}Il(‘ shoulders on wop.
Repeat the process on top of the shoul-
ders, e, bacon, mushrooms, hell
pepper, onions and bake ar 300 degrees
for 5 hours. Make sure you cover ir all
with aluminum foil. Remove foil and
hones and add more red pepper,
if desired, and a
Worcestershire sauce.

Hamiltom “Hambone” Mathis
.\11.(}“. F!.

FRIED VENISON
WITH PARMESAN
CHEESE

Marinate ¥4 inch thick backstrap in a
mixture of eggs and soy sauce for 2 to 3
hours, or longer it desired, Season with
favonite seasoning. Place meat in paper
bag containing 1/2 flour and 1/2
Parmesan cheese. Fry.

tew dashes of

WILD TURKEY
GUMBO

1 cup flour
1 cup olive ol
4 quarts turkey broth
1 /2 bunch green onions, chopped
| lorge red or yellow bell pepper,
diced
1 stalk celery, diced
1 1/2 cloves garlic, minced
2 1/2 teaspoons pepper
3/4 teaspoon cayenne pepper
2 1/2 teaspoons paprika
2 1/2 teaspoons salt
3/4 teaspoon chili powder
| bay leaf
8 cups cubed turkey breast
I/2 pound smoked deer or pork
sausage, cubed

Make roux by blending flour and oil in
a heavy saucepan over medium heat,
stirnng constantly for 30 1o 45 minutes
until chocolate in color. Do not leave
unartended or it will burn, Set aside to
cool. Remove excess oil from top, and
reserve. Gradually add roux to broth;
bring to a slow boil. In oil reserved
from roux, sauté vegetables uneil
tender. Add seasomings, turkey cubes,
and vegetables into boiling broth.
Brown deer or pork sausage in skillet.
Drain. Add to soup pot and cook 1
hour. Serve over steamed rice. Yield: 16
(12-0unce) servings,

Date Bounds
Lufkin, TX

TIPS FOR DEEP-
FRYING A TURKEY

Always make sure the turkey is thawed
completely. Clean rurkey in the same
manner you would for roasting. Do not
stuff the turkey when deep frying.
Either mject rurkey witch liquid season-
ing or rub dry seasonimges inside and oue.
Some examples include;

hot pepper sauce

black pepper

llalian dressing

Cajun seasonings

poprika
Hamiltem “"Hambone” Mathis
.M(l_\‘n, FL.
LonGBOws & RECURVES™ SPRING 1997

To determine how much ol to use,
first fill the por with water and lower
the turkey into it (water should cover
turkey without spilling over; adjust
water level accordingly. Remove the
turkey and nore how much water is in
pot (or measure it). Discard water and
fill pot with oil. Hear oil (to at least
310 degrees) betore adding turkey. A
heavy wire coat hanger hooked to the
band securing the drumsticks is a
handy tool for lowenng and raising
the turkey. Be caretul during either
procedure.

Cooking time table:

Skinless turkey—3 minutes per pound.
Turkey with skin-3 /2 minutes per
pound. Ler turkey set for 20 to 30 min-
utes hefore carving,

Jamie Adams
Bushnell, FL.

T e—
RABBIT FRICASSEE

Serve wath a carvot or sweet potato dish
and a heavy, thick-crusted bread.

2 cups red wine
2 tablespoons lemon juice
2 boy leaves
| teaspoon thyme

1/4 teaspoon marjorom
Salt ond pepper
| teaspoon garlic powder
2 rabbits, cut into serving pieces
2 tablespoons olive oil
1 onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, minced
2 tablespoons cornstarch

Mix wine, lemon juice, bay leaves,
thyme, marjoram, salt, pepper and
varlic powder to make a marinade.
Place rabbit in large baking dish and
pour marinade over rabbit. Cover and
refrigerate overnight. Remove rabbir
from marinade when ready to caok and
dry well. Strain marninade and save.
Heat ol in a large skillet. Sauré onions
and garlic. Add rabbit and brown. Add
comstarch to mannade and pour over
rabbit. Cover and simmer 141 12 hours
or until render. Servings: 6-X,
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ER!ED VENISON
FLANK STEAK,
ONION AND BELL
PEPPER SANDWICHES

3 cups dry red wine
3 cups Vidalio onions, chopped
2 ' /4 cups reriycki sauce
3/4 cup olive ail
8 large garlic cloves, chopped
1 1oblespoon plus 1 1/2 teo-
spoons dry mustard
1 1ablespoon plus | /2 teo-
spoons ground ginger
4 1/2 pounds venison flank or brisket
steoks
6 large bell peppers (red, yollow
and/or green| cut into 3/4"
wide strips
3 large red onions, cut ' /2" thick
iy

Grilled French Bread Rolls

Combme it 7 mgredients in o large
bowl. Divide steaks, bell peppers and
red omons among Lirge shallow pans.
Pour munnade over. Tum o cout.
Cover and refrerate 3 o0 6 hours,
Heat barbecue enill 1o ligh heat. Deun
steaks and vegetables, Gnll steaks o
Jeared degree of doneness, Slice steaks
thinly across the gran. Amange steaks
and vegetables on lange platter, Serve
with enlled rolls. Allow diners 1o
asemble  mdividual  sandwiches.
Serves 12,

~TTTRTT
WITH VENISON
SAUSAGE

1/ cup red wine

' /2 teaspoon solt

1 /4 weaspoon black pepper

1/4 waspoon dried rosemary,
crumbled

| /4 reaspoon dried oregono,
crumbled

4

1 /4 teaspoon dried bosil, crumbled
1 1/3 cup olive oil
' /4 cup Parmesan cheese
12 ocunces ziti posto
2 pounds Gorlic Venison Sousage
thinly sliced and fried
| pound zucchini, thinly sliced
4 medwm lomatoes, cut in wedges
| medium green bell pepper,
coarsely chopped
1 cup fresh parsley, chopped
3 ounces pimento, chopped
Parmesan cheese

Combine wine, salt, pepper and herbs
in small bowl, Whisk m ol i slow
steady streum unul well Blended, Mix
in LA cup Parmesan, Set dressing aside.
Caook zutt 1y 4 10 6 quearts botling water
until qust fiem bur tender 1o the bite,
about 7 minutes. Drnn and rinse under
cold water unnd coul. Dramn again.
Combme an and remaming imgredi-
ents, except Parmesan, i lirge bowl.
Add half of dressing and toss. Add as
much of the remaming dressing s nec-
esary  to coat salid  thoroughly,
Sprinkle with addwional Parmesan o
desired and serve. Serves 610 8

" GARLIC VENLSON
SAUSAGE

1 small white onion, quortered

2 pounds boneless venison
3/4 pound pork fat

4 cloves gorhc, minced

2 teaspoon salt

1 teaspoon black pepper

1 teaspoon soge
1/2 teaspoon thyme
! /4 reaspoon ground nutmeg
1/4 seaspoon ground ginger
' /2 weaspoon ground allspice

Cirmd onson with course disc into Linge
bosl. Add mest, t, and seasonings,
Toss until well comted. Grind with
coutrse dise and stult o casings or

1997

shape into parties. Cook o frecse.
Makes 2 172 pounds.

“WOODARD'S WILD

TURKEY FRY

3 toblespoons liquid onion

| /4 botle liquid crob boil

/4 (160unce) bottle holian dressing
2 ‘ablespoons cayenne pepper
1 [12 pound] wild turkey
Sait 1o taste
Peanut oil

Crab boil pocket

Mix finst 4 ngredients. Store in retnig-
erator for up o 4 hours. The mighe
betore cooking the wrkey, remove
mblets, and coar with salt, of desirad
Inject prepured mixture o thaghs,
drumsticks, wings, back, and breasts.
Massage cach injection point site in
onder to spread seaoning throughou
boxdy, Wire Jegs together, Wrap in plas-
tic wrap and store in refnigerator
overnaght, Heat od o 30 deprees
Add erab botl packet 1o rurkey caviry
Submerge turkey in mil, remove from
cooker and deamn well Yield: 12 w0 14
SCTVINgs.

James and Kathran Wonadand
Jacksmalle, TX

#

x4
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and Bows

big swamp rabbir, well i front of tiny
hounds, cased from behind an aging oak.
The distance was forty vards, and the tra-
ditional bowhunter kept repeating, “Pick
a spot. Concentrate. Full draw. Smooth release.”
At fifteen steps the rabbit stopped and the proce-
dure thar the hunter had been rehearsing in his
head came into play. The target was there when
the artow arrived. The hunter was resplendent,
satisfied. He hoisted his prize and moved toward
the others of his party.

While this may sound a little incredible 1o
some hunters, the possibility of hunting small
aame, rabbits in this case, with traditional archery
gear s well in order. Consider: The primary tar-
petfs) of bowhunters 1s big game, Although many
areas have a solid season that allows the hunter
countless days afield, compared to small game
such seasons pale. Big game hunting is usually
measured in days or weeks, but the small game
potential stretches into months.

Apart from days the season is open, opportu-
nity must be factored into the equation. Even the
most fortunate of deer hunters will likely count
his offered shots per year on one hand. Not so
with rabbits and the like. There may he more
shooting in one moming of rabbit hunting than
there is in an entire vear of chasing whitetails,
mule deer, elk, or bears. If actual shooting, the
chance to perfect skills under field conditions, is
important to the archer, small game wins handi-
Iv. Also, such actvity fits perfectly into the
scheme of the instincrive art of bowhunting with
traditional equipment.

If rabbits are the game you scek, there are
some aspects of the pursuit to remember. Rabbits,
when jumped from their forms, run a tight hetle
circle and retum to or very near the spot from

Traditional archery gear is move than suitable for
small game such as rabbits.

Phatogrophs by Tony Kinton.

by Tony Kinton

which they started. This s due n part 1o their
propensity of holding close 10 home. Rabbits
know the surroundings of their area quite well,
and they are more than reluctant to leave, even
when being chased. So, if the hunter determines
where the rabbit came from, a shot can be pracn-
cally assured by staying ar that spot.

Any sort of elevation can be a boost: downed
trees, stumps, a mound of dirt. Such stations will
permit seeing into undergrowth, and since the
rabbit is virtually silent in his travels and since he
will likely be far ahead of the hounds, any advan-
tage in sight is a definite plus for the hunter. Oncee
the chase is on, move to an elevared spot that
overlooks the probable route if possible. Stay alert.
Scan the cover. A rabbir wall be along presently!

The procedure just outlined 1s based on the
accompaniment of hound music. And while this
is the most productive — and some would argue
the mast enjoyable = approach to rabbit hunt-
ing, it is not the only way., Rabbits can he
bumped from cover by a walking hunter which
may offer a quick shot. Another tactic sans bea-
gles 15 to position standers/shooters and employ
a “driver” to walk the cover toward rhose wat-
ing. This individual will need to kick abow
extensively to move a bunny, but it certainly can
he xlnnc with a measure of success. |u~l ]‘('\‘.IIN
a pack of hounds is not present is little reason t
avoid rahbit hunting,

Equipping for rabbits is similar to equipping
for any other game animal, but there are some
pieces of the gear that will need to be changed
Since most hunters will be hesitant to purchase
bow specifically for rabbit hunting, the same one
used for deer is fine. If the hunter chooses to rig
out for small game, a light-draw bow of forty
pounds or so is ideal. Such a unit is easily draw
and held if the need arises, and it packs more thar
enough power for rabbits. The biggest adapranor
comes not in the bow, but the arrows thrown by
that bow.

|
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The sound of the hownds is music to the ears of many vabbit hunters.

Rabbir hunting does not require broadheads. In fact,
these could be a drwback, for they are casily embedded n
tree trunks and stumps, of they can too \|ul(‘\|\‘ sCoot up
under debris and be lost. The cost andlor labor required o
procure a set of broadhead-tipped arrows prohibits foolish
foss, As o u'\uh. these are best reserved for l‘lu)_'t'r animals,

Rabbits and other small game can be bageed with little
fuss; thus, a blunt arrow works well. Rubber blunts are fine,
wnd so are arrows with o ¢ .wlmiuc Case uhlvd over the end,
Those wire-armed bird points will dispatch a rabbir. But, the
very best choce is the Judo pont. This ng wall smack any
sall game animal with authority, and it is practically
impossible to lose. The springy fingers of Judos grab onto
leaves and grass and quickly upset the arrow, stopping it in
shorr order.

Another arrow adaptation the archer might consider s
the tlu-Nlu. This 1s nothing more than untrimmed or spiraled
feathers in place of the trditional flerching, and it serves 10
slow the arrow after a burst of speed. The system s seldom
any hindrance because most shots are a close range,
ind the arrow retains plenty of zip for such
work, The flu-tlu also can reduce arrow Toss,

Quivers are o matter of personal taste, b

20 of 68

and one serves about as well is another. Remember, thoush
that rabbits often inhabit heavy cover. If o given guiver is
prone to snagging or f the arrows in it are posinoned so that
they hang brush and brars, vou could be in for some unneed
ed frustration. Select o quiver that s compact and one thar
handles easily. The bow quiver must get serious considera-
fion hl"l

The same that was sand of quivers can be said of the
hunters atrive. Clothing that tears readily or thar prohibies
the hunter from moving into the thickest of cover 1s a poor
choice. Pick something like heavv-weave cotton or other
*brush” fabnics. I you head toward the lowlands, rubber
boots are a must. Should vou be hunting duning a firearms
sweason for deer or with fellow hunters who are using shot
guns, # hunter-ornge vest is certamly in order.

Rablit hunting with traditional archery gear is not
something that s seen evervday or everywhere, and as o
result vour, it you elect to try i, will kely be in the minoniny
Still i s something that shouldn’t be dismissad, if for no

other reason than to see the expressions on the faces of
. fellow hunters. Don't, however, forget the pr

mary reason behind the pastime: [ s plan
and simple fun

LonGaows & Recusves™
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was skeptical from the start. | believed that killing a rabbit with
a longhow and a wooden arrow was possible but certainly seemed

unlikely. However, | could never pass up a chance to spend a
bright. winter day with: two good fiends and their four-legeed, Purina-fed
family members. One friend, Eric Seeger, had a new Howard Hill longbow
that he was itching o try out. The other, Steve Ellsworth, was shooring the
same old fifty pound Bear Super Kodiak recurve {eighteen vears of steady
use!). | carried a feathery light Monurch longbow.

Fhree amigos, from left, Steve Ellsworth, Lee Foote,
and Eric Seeger ufter « big day in the “rabbitat.”

21 of 68



Longbows & Recurves - Spring 1997

22 of 68

y purist partners were disdaintul

of me: | also had o shoteun in

the truck, We had practiced our
mstincnive shoonng on rollmg targets, hand-thrown
milk jues, and even some flying discs, and we knew
that the shots could be made f we had Faich. Sull,
the thought of shooting rabbits, something the size of
a thermos bottle darting through the bnsh, seemed
daunting,

Meat alone was not the motivanion in this rabbit
hunt. Steve had managed 1o kill a five-point apple
ted Pennsvlivanmia whitetaal earlier in the vear. Erg
and | had hunted hard with our longbows and finally
decided they called them longbows because of the
long hours required berween kills. We both went soft
and switched to fircarms ar the season’s end when
Eric took a beautiful cight-point Catahoula Parish
whitetatl and | setrled for a pair of scom-tat does

The end of January in Lousiana means that rb-
|‘|l. \\'\k\-l( X k. .Ill.l l'h l.m- SDOWROOS SCASsON are ('lt'
only seasons avail Ol"t‘ 1O us. l_n\ll\l.ln.l 1S fortunarte 1o
have a rabbit scason almost five months long, and
ricetield rabbirs are plentiful, We had permission 1o
hunt on a tarm belonging to Enic’s Cajun girlfriend,
Helen. The farm s several miles from Guevdan,
Louistana known as the duck and goose capital of
Lowstana. The extensive nice prainie hosts tens o
thousands of geese, and we were never out of sight of
flocks, skeins. vees, and arcling towers of them
Fields were distractingly full of geese

Lulwr m llu' sOAasON we ,Lk’ hunlnl LOCSC sover-
al tmes (shotguns fellas, shotguns!) with some suc-

cess. Because retneving geese i a dry fiekd s the

casiest work a Labrador retriever will ever have, my

/ nful. We came 1o realize thar ncetields with nearby weedy and
l\\cl\\ yoar .!“ lab was with us only our of }ul\n We \hu(, - CCMTED TN et S s y o

\\.\\l\ over nukl '\ -\l l‘.lN‘ll h.t"ll.:r, what Steve alls "r.a?
Scoop marked the fall of the karge teathery bird, then made h g !

bitar.,” Rabbits thrve in the briars and shrubs and feed on the
v twenty-five-second retmeve. He would get maybe, oh..

three minutes of work per hunt. As a consolation prize, on p.chlu'\ of uncut rice .mJ late winter greenery sprouting in

the unplowed fickd marmins. After the nce has been harvest
the way out of the ficld after goose hunting, [ sent him quar Sl e & x 2 >

ed and a hard freeze has removed leaves and most grasses, the
tering for rals, quail, or whatever might flush.

rubbits are, of necessity, concentrated m the remaining cover
It was then thar we realized we had stumbled across the

Steve is the expert on rabbits, We met vears ago whils
great riceaeld mbbit haven. Scoop keyed in on rabbies with

working on advimced degrees in Wildlite Management at
an k'mlnm.usm s

: Lowmsiana State University where part
ally  reserved  tor '

chasing nutna, those “R(lbbit huntinﬂ IS qllitc difft‘rcm ob hix seveach was fvestigacieng cabbi

habitat. He has been a committed
hirtle  rodents  we

know s well.  from the long motionless and cold v man and rabbit huncer ever

) since. We have chased rabbits, and
Somehow it seemed

to cmy for the  hours in a stand hunting deer.”  ometimes beagles, all over the pine

woods of central Lowuisiana, the bot
shooters — though.,

Lllllc ~l‘l“ Wads 1w

essary to tumble one rabbir after another. The heavy poose

tomlands of the Archatalaya Basin, the
barrier sslands and live cak slunds along the coast, woodions
along the Mississippt River, and now the rice tields of the

loads, straghr-away shots, and scant cover made for a series of

Cajun rice prairie. Some beagles are prone to chase deet
skiller shots. But we all love to cat rabbits and they were plen- ) ' " ' E
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and 1t s an adviantage of the rice areas thar there are few
Jeer. Rice country has its own distractions, however, in the
form of raccoons, nutria, and skunks, what a beagler would
call running “trash.” But mostly the nice country is burgeon-
ing with bunnies.

The tacnics of rabbir hunting are similar for bow or gun.
The hunters and dogs walk through rabbit cover where they
may flush rabbits or, more likely, cause them o move a short
distance ahead to betrer cover. Though unseen by hunters,
the movement lays down o fresh rail for the beagles.
Instinctively driven to trail and bark, the beagles take up the
rrack, somerimes surprisingly far behind the rabbit. Rabbits
usually seem almost nonchalant abour the slow moving and
mouthy dogs. [t is not uncommaon to see rabbits sitting still
and pivoring their cars as they rrack the dog's progress, creep-
ing along a trail, or loping between patches of cover,

The bowhunter's tactic is to sit still and quiet near the
place where the rabbic was first jumped. In an almost magi-
cal way the rabhits almaost always circle and pass within teer
of their original escape trail. Steve tells me that
there 1s some relationship between the home
range size of the rabbit and this circut it runs
ahead of the dogs, In rice country the “circle”
may actually be a long rectangle up and down
rach side of a levee or canal. Rabbits do not
seem 1o recognize a motiomless human tigure as
a threar, and it is not uncommon to have them pass within
inches of the hunters teet.

f Steve is the expert, Enic is the faichtul and con-

fident thar our bows are both adequare and

appropriate for rabbits. As luck would have i, in
the first five minutes of hunting this day, the dogs pushed a
rabbit in a complete circle and Enc made a shor that
knocked four hairs off of a sneaking cottontail. Wiser, slight-
ly bruised, and safe, the rabbit swam a canal and threw the
pack off its trail. Confidence replaced incredulity afrer we
had all inspected the arrow, the tutt of hair, and offered some
comments about Eric being under-bowed and lacking
prowess. The dogs were really getting tuned up, and we start-
ed seeing rabbits streak past or sneaking between clumps of
prass fairly regularly,

There are two species of rabbits in Louisiana. There is
the Eastern Cortontail (Sylvalagus floridanus) which s the
smallish rabbit that is well known from the western plains
to the Atlantic Ocean, and overlapping the southern part
of this range 15 the darker and larger swamp rabbir
(Sylvalagus aquaticus) or “cane-cutter,” so named because
of their abundance in southern canebreaks. Swamp rabbues

“...weedy and woody cover
make good rabbit habitat,
what Steve calls ‘rabbitat.’”

crous bag limie of cight rabbits per day can gamer a skilled
hunter twenty-tive 1o thirry pounds of tender lapin.
Cortontail and swamp rabbits occur throughout Louisiani;
koth are delicious in the pan and almost no hunter whether
winged, furred, or in blaze orange makes much of a distine-
tion. Steve'’s dogs ran both well, no discnimination there.
abbit hunting 15 quite different from the
long motionless and cold hours in a stand
hunring deer. Dogs are snuffling and
barking, and strings twanging. Jokes are told, disparaging
remarks are made after cach missed shot, and even one futile
volley of arrows may be loosed at a low and foolish snow-
goose. But surprise of surprises, every now and then we actu-
ally connecr and bag a rabbir!

We each killed one rabbit this winter day and rough cal-
culations were that we each took fifteen or so shots that
afternoon. One of the more memorable shots was a ¢lean
miss when a smallish rabbir streaked acrass an open plowed
ficld to skirt around the hunters on the levee. We all
attempred the twen-
ty yard shot; howev-
e, no

arow came
within fifteen feet of
carching up with
the  rmbbit  we
dubbed “Evercady.”
1 also made what may be the most memorable shot of my
life on this day. Ina thick briar patch we flushed a woodcock
that only flew about forty yards before dropping into a weedy
fencerow. Just for fun, Eric and | decided ro stalk him. While
Eric was at full draw, my arcow pimned the bird to the ground.
[ don't know who was more surprised, me, Eric, or the bird.
By midafrernoon the dogs, hunters, and rabbirs were piv-
ing it evervthing we had. We had selected and pracriced with
our meager stick and string weapons, put in the miles of
walking and months of dog training, had applicd our under-
standing of rabbat populations, and now we were immersed
in the bunt. The rabbits had the homecourt advantage. I
scores must be kept, the rabbits would have won 43 to 3.
This day was not about scores or body counts though,
rather it was one of those srraight-up doses of hunring in
that we were trying as hard as we could o kill rabits with-
in the pre-set limitations of our gear and skill. No prey selec-
tion necessary, no shots too far, or too close, no too small, no
throw him hack. We were hunting as if the evening meal
depended on our success, and whar did we end up with: nred
legs, some shared humor, lighter quivers, and enough rabbit
_sauce piguante to feed our families for a

are the largest cottontail species in the world, <5 " single day if we used lots of rice. Bur, that
and large individuals grow to five pounds. <€:f, o =~ one magical day of rabbit hunting captured
People accustomed to Texas whitetails =, T T the purest essence of why we return to the fiekd
would think them a large target! The gen- Y .,_; 6 with hows and arrows each season.
oy, ﬂ'.--’/{ e N
Y|
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“Splish-
Splash

[ Was Taking a...

by Keith de Noble

& 59
\,_\,‘j\'

. -—-’-/
h-yes, sprng is coming. All the plants, grasses, and trees are -///

rencwing themselves; turmed on by the warming of a spring sun %

and nights not 8o cold to send hunters scurrying for a place by the fire.
Ay the davs and tights get warmer so does the water. Fish come out of a sluggish
nap of inactivity and another season fooms over the calendar. As the water warms
with the advance of spring and reaches certain remperatures, a flurry of activity can
e seen in most waters, be it rivers, lakes, sloughs, ponds, streams, or bayous, Fish start
| spawning, specifically rough fish.

“Whar has that got to do with Tongbow and recurve toters? It means making some

minor equipment changes, then going sometvhere to get wet— to go bowfishing.
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Many years ago a friend and | endured a cool lare spring
morning to get in some crappie fishing on a local ke, The
water level was a littde higher than normal with it Lapping
back in the brush and grasses of flat areas along the edges. We
were annoyed by splishing and splashing coming from the
shallow arcas. Finally, curiosity led us 1o check it out.

Sculling carctully mto the flooded brush we experienced
a wondrous sight. Carp... everywhere carp were swimming
this wav and that, big ones and little ones, rolling, flouncing,
and chasing, sometimes through water so shallow their backs
would be sticking out, Our presence hardly disturbed their
activity, and the boat wis bumped and rocked by several
Large tish. To my partner, o neophyte bowhunrer, the specta-
cle we saw held lietle promise of excitement. To me, who hid
bowhunted for & whopping three vears and only dabbled in
howfishing below a spillway of a small lake, this melee held
promise of some great times.

Since that day, unless work or business inter-
tered, my bowhunting scason has never endad.
Only the target has changed, 1 love bowhunting
for deer. Deer hunting is an acrivity of patience,
better described as an inactivity of patience. In
contrast s bowfishing. A sport of hagh activary,
bowtishing otfers a grear variery of targets and fast
action. Its a sport of shimy, smelly clothes, sore
feet, and aching shoulder, arm and back muscles.
I have been on and in the water for ten or more
hours at a time. But it's worth it

L am going to ask the reader to use his imagination for a
moment. Imagine you are in a flonded tlat as | descnbed ear-
lier. Your favorite recutve or longhow 1s- comforrably
pcnd\cd in your hand. To that trusty bow is artached a

- howd wﬂwﬂ'ﬂ\amng line tied 10 an
M w

e

undredt potinds and bas
mu. You luols MMW‘J hanges in big ives T.

hours with lietle time of inactivity except to move to another
spot for clearer water andd less spooky fish. This is real excit-
ing stuff. Anyway, it beats spring cleaning.

Carp are not the only rough fish avalable to bowtishers,
however. Depending on state regulations, several other
species may be listed as potential targers, such as buffalo,
white amur, drum, grinnel, shad, telapia.

When spring comes around, the more numerous targets
are spawning carpand gar, with buffalo m certam waters
Carp and gar are present in all kinds of water, be it moving
or not, clear or dingy. Gar have been around since prehistoric
times; it has been said the st fish o die in polluted water
will be the gar. Spotted and short nose zar are the light-
weights of this ancient fish, They are often found in shallows,
feedimg on smaller fish and spawn i shallow vegetated arcas
with a soft bottom.

“Suddenls, activity explodes, For
only an instant vou are hot sure lf
you missed and spooked the fish,
or if vou scoredamt”

The longnose gar is the light heavvweight often called
fish gar, They are tound spawning i shallow water and fead
m many different areas: The longnose can grow to well over
fifty pounds. The king of this gar is the alligator gar which
can grow to Wetqhﬁ approaching o possibly exceeding three
a mouth full of sharp. teub;ﬁjﬂi
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over sixty pounds, and a few are recorded over ¢ whity
pounds, The amur has not been introduced n all
states or waters but is a worthy target where they cin
l'\ h'llll.‘ 1 '\L\L' \\'nu' Y-'q\uL WS are ot seen In I.cl:\
«whools since they tend to spread out in vegetated
Argas

Buffalo fish come in different sub-species which
CTOW TO VAIYINg SZes, SOME grow 1o Over SINIV OoF sey
enty pounds and all are powerful, quick swimmers
When buffalo are located, a larger school is usually seen
than with the other three fish mentioned above

Bowtishing s one of those versatile sports that can
be enjoved any time of day or night depending on your
local regulations. Most times during the vear a bow
fisher will see far more fish at nicht than in the day
During the spawn, however, activity may not get really
heated up until Later in the moming after the sun warms
tlu water. Once the water temperarure s sunt |H\.
spawning will continue until conditions change, or the
tish have ﬂn]‘lx".\\‘ the Process.

In recent years, specially rigeed boats have been
used by both recreational and competinve bowtishers
Bowfishing from a boat is not necessary, but ic will ger
the bowfisher to more water than what would nor
mally be available 1o someone on toot. On the other
foot (pun intended), there are many places a boat
cannot 1o

Boats can be negved many ways for both day and
night bowfishing, but tor the occasional bowtisher |
sugeest keeping it simple and light The same goes tor
the bow setup. Through the vears | have wsed all tvpes of

bows while hunting fish. My preterence tor lichtness in hand

“The sign of a good day is when

the back, arms, and hands are
sore from so much shooting,

fighting, and retrieving fish.”

and quick, smooth shooting reaction is o recurve in the forny
to fifty pound draw range. A longbow s just as much fun but
is more cumbersome when wading in brushy shallows, but it
\!- s llllk( a betrer \\Jdll\,: \Ukk I]Lm 4 recunve | n|~!.|” \
set of No-Glovs on the string because it is

simpler and faster than using a b or

archer’s glove

2 i ' SPRING

Flinging arvows at rough fish is great fun.

Maost occasional bowhishers use a wrap reel, one wher
vou manually wrap the line back on after every shot. | real
like “lock and load” shootng, however, and prefer larg
capacity, closed face SpPIn-Cist teels. They retrnieve the lin
1 ruM'l\ fast yet aill allow the bowtisher to h.m.l haul and
fight a big fish

}'nr Vears .lH | llw\l wWas shagging fl:u ‘.nll'. (ln Il\lkaln
tion of Fast Flight which comes in rwo hundred and fo
hundred pound test. This line is very slick, coils and unco
with lirtle memory and, of course, 1s very strong. [t can ea
ily cur skin, so a pair of light leather glove s advised,

l[ .|.n-~l\'( !.ukr nnhh tancy caquipment o go ’\»\\rh
ing: what it does take is a hittle desire and annicipanion 1
some fast action, A little scouting and learmning about tl
fish in an area can lead 1o o grear time this spring flingin
WTOWS at r.-ar_'la fish. The signy of 3 gax J dav ts when 1
back, arms, and hands are sore from so much shooting
fighring, ind retrieving fish. These fish can even be appred
ciated as good table tare when prepared properly. But,

is a whole other stony
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| Photographs thes poge and preceding page, by Mike Kenney

issing opening day of the 1996 Georgia deer season

was absolutely the farthest thing on my mind of

things 1o do tor the third weekend of September
With the opportunity to put o real bow in the eager hands of
tour hundred kids, however, my plans changed

As president of the Teaditional Bowhunters of Georgia,
I had been looking for a worthy endeavor to get our club
involved in. When Mike Kenney of Archery Traditions in
Athens, Georgia called and asked for my help in a program
to infroduce archery to young people, | recognized the
opportunity. Missing opening day tor the first time in fifteen
vears became somewhat less important

[he event was the Aiken, South Caroling National
Wild Turkey Federation Chaprer's 1996 JAKES Day on
September 21, 1996, The youth program put on by the
National Wikl Turkey Federation (NWTF) is appropriately
called “JAKES" which stands for Juniors Acquiring
Knowledge, Ethics, and Sportsmanship. Sponsorship is from
country music legend Porter Wagoner and Johnny Morris of
Bass P'ro Shops.

Aiken’s JAKES Day, a myriad of outdoor learning acriv-
IIes for W\ utl.. turned out to be much more than just a day
of teaching for the six hard-core traditionalists from
(e W who .I'.:r('(\l o ('Illl‘.nL on I'l\‘ mission; 1t was a day
of Ic.umn: L))

We learmed quickly that kids love archery, Our archery
station was one of the ten designared stops tor the four bun
.lrul kids and their parents ((‘]l veah, 1 forgot to mention
over three hundred parents were exposed 1o traditional
archery that day also.) Our station wis divided into three
sub-stations: a reenactment from the 1600s to the 19005, a
maodern station, and a shooting station

Scott Moore, a veteran teacher of the rraditional way
through public schools and clubs in Georgia and South
Caroling, gave a reenactment of a traditional hunter from
the mid-1600s to the tum of the century. Scott dons his
traditional garb that he has handmade himself. At JAKES
he showed them everything from flintknapping 1o self

bowmakme.

Top left: Georgia state champion, Dickie “Mudcat™ Fogal,
demomstyates his winning instinctive form,

Center: Sometimes the parents competed for the archery tackle.
Bottom: Scott Moore instructs eager students.
Facing Page: Dickie “Mudcat™ Fogal, left, watches as Joey

Buchanan, right, and a JAKES participant combine forces
on a shot,

£
2
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¢
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From there the youths rotated to our modern traditos
W ostation. Mickey Wilson, educational chairman
Mraditional Bowhunters of Georgia, taught modern trad
tional ways. The kids saw types of hunting tackle tradition
bowhunters use today

At our third station, we actually put a bow in the pa
ticipant’s hands and let him relemtlessly pound away
McKenzie tareets and balloons i front of a makeshift bach
stop. With over five dozen arrows donated from Archer
Traditions and every low poundage bow we could beg, bos
row, steal, and make, we embarked on the mission of teact
ing ten groups of forty wild-eyed kids rraditional archeny

As (hc day wore on, our instructions Iumu| fromn an el
quent hive munute \;\'\\I\ to o mere five words for the las
couple of groups, “Grip iwand np ae!” These kads did not ha
time for instructions, all they wanted o do was shoot o
how. We found early that it was not uncommon for a depart
ing group to give us hugs as they left for their next stanor
My hunting buddy, Dickie “Mudcar™ Fogal, who could be
role mode! for a man's-man-kind-of-guy, was almost broughs
to tears when a young lad insisted that Mudcar join him ar
his family for the lunch activities. fromcally, Mudeat hads
missed opening day of deer season m twenty-five years.

What we had anticipated was a day of reaching and 1
lowship among strangers. Instead we and out we we
learning something about ourselves from cach and eve
group that sprinted vur way. We were able o make a k
smile with an instrument we ounselves so dearly Ty
Through the bow and ammow, a kid was given the expenen
of success. Not only does the bow and arrow have i “meds
In.||" citect for 1n|||h'l'~. hll i gives an .luul\\“lh'\ll\lf s¢en
of pride 1o kids. Archery is a sport wath no gender, age, rac

or monetary discriminaton

That fogey Saturday moming we learned about givie
not teaching. Giving reaches much closer 1o the hear
Opening day of 1997 will be here in due tme, and
already have our stands picked out, Again e will be
Aiken, South Carolina ar JAKES weckend.

Editor's Note: For morve mformation on hoae to become active
a JAKES program, please comtact the National Wild Turke
Fedevatiom at 1-800-THE-NW'TF

Top: The “Hardy Crew” before the storm. Left to vight; Dickic
“Mudcat” Fogal, Joey Buchanan, T.J. Rodgers, Mike Kennes
Scott Moore, and Mickey Wilson.

g Bottom: Scott Moore, right, eritiques Joey Buchanan's home-
é’ made black locust limb bow,

¥ 3

§ Facing Page: “Grip it and rip it!” became the simple instruc-

§ tions.
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Orf WHITETAILS, Bows,
AND RESPONSIBILITY

by Mark Livingston

tional bowhunters big game animal in Nuéth shown the ablllty not only to survive but actually flourish

America. No other big game animal rivals the  in a range of human population, climate, and geographic
whitetail in adaptability and accessibility, From the urban differences. Such 'adapmﬁiliry has helped to produce an
population centers of the North, south to the swampy animal that provides the ultimare challenge for the archer,
everglades of Florida, west to the dry plains of Texas, and * regardless of the region of the country it is hunted.

The whitetail deer is immensely popular as the tradi- - northward to the cold winters of Canada, the whitetail has
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vividly remember every bite of the last meal of
smoked wild turkey breast that | and several hunting
buddies devoured on a warm spring night three years
ago. The meal was memorable not only for the food
and the company, but also for the reaction of the one
female present when a half-digested acorn showed up on
her plate. | never was very good at cleaning out those body
cavities, but then again, real men don't worry about little
details like a stray acom or two at hunt camp.

1 really do like the taste of wild turkey and 1 miss it.
Unfortunately, 1 have not tasted it since making the com-
mitment to hunt turkeys exclusively with a rraditional
bow, and, in truth, I have not come all that close except for
the rime | ran into one on the interstate, but | never found
that one.

My first two years of bowhunting for gobblers were
particularly fruitless. | drew on only one bird, a nice gob-
bler that was walking quickly away from me after catch-
ing a minuscule movement as | drew my longbow. The
two seasons were certainly not a toral waste though.
When a bowhunter turkey hunts and limits himself to fif-
teen yard shots, he gets o watch a lot of turkey action
that he would never see if he simply pulled the trigger on
a gobbler at thirty-five yards. | watched more strutting,
chasing, mating, (and spooking) than I had seen in any
five years of gun hunting. The problem was in luring the
birds in extremely close, then drawing the bow. In spite
of using various blinds, every attempt that | made to draw
my bow resulted in an airborne tom. | decided ro ger seri-
ous and purchased the ultimate bowhunting blind: one
that hangs from a tree, opens like an umbrella, and
envelopes the hunter in cave-like darkness, visible to the
outside world only through a small shooting window.
This would certainly be the ticket to fresh turkey breast,
| thought.

Unforamately at about the same time, [ lost access wo
prime hunting lease of over five thousand acres in my hon
state of Georgia prior to the 1996 season and ended 1
without good turkey property on which to hunt. There i
lot of good public land available in my state, but after has
ing a huge gobbler shot literally right out from under 1
several vears ago, | cannot get myself to slip onto publ
land with a bow in hand. That gobbler was forty yards aws
from me when another hunter, who had to know exact!
where | was, snuck in without calling, blasted the bin
sprinted up 1o his fallen prey within seconds, and grabbes
the flopping bird on the run. He took off at a sprint befo
| could crawl out from under the roots of the tree that [ h
buried myself under ar the sound of his gun. Nope, no pubs
lic land bowhunting for me.

My one ace in the hole for the 1996 season was a weekd{
end trip to the XQZ Ranch outside of San Angelo, Texas |
chase the numerous Rio Grande gobblers strutting around
the twenty thousand acre spread. The XQZ, which had
been open ta turkey hunting only for the last two seasons)
is expertly managed by outfitter Rocky Woodford and b
wife, Gerrie. Although their primary business is in providy
ing ourstanding trophy hunts for wide-racked Texas whated
tails, they have quickly developed quite a reputation in
turkey-talking circles.

Several buddies and | mer Rocky several years ago at 4
hunting show in Arlanta where he expressed quite a degree
of amazement that a group of sourhern rednecks would be
willing to travel all the way o Texas to bowhunt a crittes
thar at that time he considered slightly better than a
varmint. "Oh, yeah,” Rocky said, “those gobblers are holi
lerin' all over the place. | guess y'all can come hunt em o
you want.” Now the turkey hunts are sold out a year in
advance, and Rocky himself chases them around as enthu-
siastically as his hunters.
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n essence, the XQZ is a twenty thousand acre pasture

sprouting mesquite trees like weeds and is broken up by

numerous dry creek beds and prominent rocky mesas.
Large trees are scarce except for rowering live oaks lined up
like telephone poles down each creek bed. The terrain is
exceptionally beautiful in the spring when every rain show-
er causes the foliage to green up and explode with yellow
wildflowers and the famous bluebonnets of Texas, Turkeys
can be found virtually anywhere in this area but congregate
around the roost trees and creck bottoms containing the
oceastonal water holes,

It was ninety degrees when we armived in Texas but had
snowed only seven days carlier. Hunters in the airport com-
plained thar the wild temperature changes had made for
infrequent gobbling over the previous week, but my enthusi-
asm was not dampened. After all, the XQZ was underhunt-
ed, | was shooting well, at least well for me, and [ had my
super secret cave blind. How could [ be disappomnted?

The first morning, we got a late start due to the fact that
all of us hunting were single and not used to being served the
kind of gourmer Tex-Mex breakfast that Gerrie had pre-
pared. We ate so much that we could barely move and just
managed to get out by first light. The area that | drew con-
tained a prominent granite ridge with uncharactenstically
big oak trees dotting its peak above a beautiful mesquite-
filled valley floor falling into a dry creek bottom. Within
minutes of being dropped off, | heard rurkey talk all around
me on the perfectly clear, still Texas moming, [ headed west
to the edee of the ridge where the trees were large enough to
support my blind and twice had to freeze for several minutes
at a time as turkeys sailed off the ridge over my head to land
within a hundred vards. | quickly picked a spot and set up my
blind, spooking two hens as | placed decoys ten yards out.

My first cut was enthusiastically answered by gobblers
both east and west of me, subsequent calls brought mmedi-
ate and rapidly approaching responses from the westward
bird. 1t just could not happen this easily, | thought as | gazed
out of my window in my blind for a glimpse of the Rio
Grande. Every call 1 made brought a response, and ar least
three other gobblers were sounding off in the distance. The
gobbler approaching me slowed as he got closer bur never
failed 1o let me know exactly where he was. Excitement built
as | strained for a glimpse of the bird that sounded close
enough to touch as | mentally prepared for the shot and
made sure that | could shoot without hitting any part of my
blind. Finally, he appeared thirty-five yards away, and he was
staring holes into my blind through a thin mesquite tree, |1
called. He strutted. 1 called. He looked, and looked hard, and
| realized for the first time that the ever present Texas wind
had begun for the day and my blind was hlowing around like
the back of grandad's long johns after a midnight trip to the
outhouse. The gobbler simply walked off and my first chance
was over before it started.

In the flatlands of the XQZ, the wind blows constantly

and blows hard, but
the foliage grows low
and is built to with-
stand the constant
pressure. Branches do
not l‘ll)\\'
vialently like they do
on the dopwoods and
white oaks of the
Southeast, They also
don’t blow around
like some of the
more  expensive
turkey blinds of the
Southeast. Anybody
want o buy a two
hundred dollar blind?
The rest of the
morning  was  not
uneventful, but |
could not ger either |
of the constantly
aobbling roms that [ chased to leave their ladies and attenyn
to woo me. | also enjoved secing a couple of coiled rattlers
which served as a reminder that in this country, the hunter
must always watch his step.
t precisely 11:00, 1 opened a can of Diet Coke, ate a
Snickers, and leaned back against the large hve oak
tree under which Rocky was supposed to pick me
up for lunch, Occasionally, | put in a mouth call and made a

around

few velps, just in case a lonely tom happened to be walking
by. Ar 11:20, [ decided to mosey down to a waterhole eighty
vards away just 1o see what kind of critters might be hanging
around. I stood up, toak two steps, then saw three glowing
red-blue heads walking straight toward me only fifty yards
away. | dove back behind the oak tree, which was large
enough to hide my whole body, whipped my head net onand
peered around the trunk. Amazingly the three young birds,
sach sporting a five-inch beard, were still heading my way. |
clucked softly as I pur an arrow on the string and cursed
mysell silently for not being more ready.

I was on my knees, with no cover but a ree trunk, and
the turkevs were closing straight in on me with no indication
of from which side of the tree they would emerge. 1 eased
back behind the tree where | could not see the birds and
auessed that they would appear to my right. | was parnially
wrong. The lead gobbler poked his glowing head around the
tree from the left and looked right through me at a distance
of only five vards. T froze, and he did not seem overly con-
cerned at the absence of the lovesick hen he expectad o
find. After seconds that seemed like hours, he rumed and
walked hack around the tree. | quickly leaned our and saw
the other two bays m full strut about eighteen steps away. |
drew slowly as the first bird reemerged behimd me and
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started putting. My mind raced, sure that | would not have
tme 1o release an arrow. | reached full draw and fired ar the
nearest strutting bird.

It was very apparent that 1 did not pick a spor when |
had o admir larer that I was not sure if | missed high or low,
or left or right, because 1 did not, and still do nor know. All
Lknow is I missed and 1 also know that it was one of the most
excinng moments of my hunting life, and | could not wait to
go through the experience again.

That afternoon | heard occasional gobhles bur set up
only once and immediately attracted a herd of twenty range
cattle that seemed particularly enamored with my style of
calling. They gathered around me, surrounding me wirhin
ten yards and simply would not leave. It is not easy 1o call in
a turkey and stampede cattle at the same nme. Quick motion
sent the cows lumbering oft only to immediately rerurn and
begin mooing as soon as | became still. It was a frustrating
aftair, and to top it off, the gobbler quit gobbling a hundred
vards out for which | blamed the cows and fully intended to
punish them for their intrsion. T waited ten minutes, set
aside my bow, gathered a few dead branches, then sprung up
like an angry bull moose, waving and throwing sticks at the
closest hovine beasts. The cows ran like hell, and so did one
surprised gobbler who had snuck within forry yards of my
setup.

he next morning dawned clear, quier, and beautiful.
Unfortunartely, a broken electronic gate refusing to
open caused me to see this beautiful sunrise through
the front windshield of a truck, but it was beautiful nonethe-
less. As T walked to my area along a public highway, it was
not hard o rell that the local gobbler population was in the
moxd for love, | heard six different birds as | still-hunted my
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way through several thick stands of mesquite, sure that with
every footstep I would send gobblers flying off in all direc-
tions. Visihility was a good hundred yards and, once again, |
had to stop to let hens work past me as they answered the
summons of vartous feathered suitors, Finally a gobbler thun
dered close, real close. | circled further into the mesquite just
to be sate until | came to a dry creek bed with a large oak jut-
ting from the top ot a steep hank. At the tree’s base \_k'\'cl"ll
cedar bushes provided both back and front cover; the rising

sun was at my back and would shine direcrly into the eves of

any turkey approaching my decoys from the west.

With a perfect ambush planned, | velped and clucked as
softly as possible. Nothimg. I waited several minutes as gob-
blers announced their presence in the distance, but none
sounded off nearby. | cut quietly but with enthusiasm, but
still the closest gobbler remained silent. Had T spooked him
by setting in oo close? Doubt crept into my mind, and |
struggled to stay sull as other gobblers continued their cho-
rus in the distance. Then as if on cue, two blue heads bobbed
from behind a brush pile and headed straight ar my decoys.
They were jakes and they acted like they had just hir the
jackpot finding two unescorted hens on such a lovely spring
morning. Within thirty seconds they were on top of me,
struttin’ their stuff for my two foam ladies.

After these meatless turkey seasons, [ was not about to
pass up this chance, so | knelt fully tensed ready to draw as
soon as twao sets of keen eyes would allow. For what seemed
like an eterity, | did nor breathe, or blink, and | even tried
to keep my heart from pounding as | prayed for a clear shor.
Finally, the nearest jake emerged from behind the bush
where | crouched, and the other stood two feet to his left
looking straight away from me, | foughr a sudden atcack of
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excitement-induced arm weakness as | shakily drew on the
unobscured bird while trying to warch both turkeys for any
indication of alarm. As the strutting rom moved out from
behind the mesquite, tor some reason, turkey fever probably,
1 decided to switch targets and moved my deadly intentions
to the displaying tom. Unfortunately for me, when 1 hit
anchor, the arrow usually leaves, ready or not. In this case, it
was not, and my shor wenr just in front of my target and
actually passed between the jakes. They both jumped and
began clucking as | zapped another cedar arrow onto my
bowstring. Twenty yards away, both hirds began o sctrle
down until their nemesis, a much bigger bird, showed up 1o
see whar was causing all the excitement.

This gobbler was no voungster, and he did not take kind-
ly to two jakes intruding on his territory. He came into view
puffed up and doing the mean walk straight ar the young
toms who Jid not move until the big guy gor within a few
vards, dropped his wings, and began a hissing charge, sending
them fleeing right back at yours truly. By this time, | was a

o2’ J’ll«l f - .
Matt Schuster, the one inside the blind, waits for the “huge boss gobbler.”

mental mess, my knees ached, and my back had more kinks
in it than a tabloid newspaper.
ith his superiority quickly established, the big tom
began strutting and strumming back and forth
behind the same mesquite bush from which he
had first appeared and reinforced my belicet thar there are not
many sights as impressive as a mature, strutting Rio Grande
Gobbler. His head radiated blue and red in the direct morn-
ing sunlighr, and his fan looked enormous. Although he was
only twenty vards away, be offered no clear shot. The jukes
tiptoed all around me on high alert, sull worally unaware of
my existence. In hindsight, | should have made another
attempt at one of the young toms. After all, it certainly
would have been a trophy in my eyes, which are the only
eves thar really matter in judging hunting accomplishments.
But at the time, | wanted a chance ar the boss, and | was not
all that anxious to end what was becoming one of the most
memorable hunting experiences that [ will ever enjoy.
For a tull five minutes, the gobbler displayed, never clos-
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er than twenty yards, He only stopped nwice, both times o
scomd oft the pakes who had wandered between his position
and my sexy decows. | could have shoe at the youngseens
any time but wis convincad thit sooner o Liter the boss
would approach my position. Things started to unnwel when
a real live hen showed up down in the creek bottom and
began yelpmg softh. The jakes went for her fisst but were
quickly cut oft by the gobbler. Moments Luer, all four of them
wore fifty yands away. | wos alone.

Over the course of the dy | called i another mature
gobbler but once agnin passed up o twenty yand shot in the
hopes of gerting the bind close enough for a chip shot. | gues
he gt tnstrated with my unroponsne deaoys becane be
only hung around for thirty seconds then wanderad off 1o
find some hens who would chase him. 1 have o admie, |
know how he felr, bur thar & another story. Later thae
evening, three jakes put the slent sneak on me from hehand
s 1 readed my camern o stap o photo of o hen teading in
front of a makeshitt Nnd. My fumBling attempt 1o exchange
camwera for bom s they danced around putting in alsom mse
have been a lot more amusing 1o them than it was 1o me
Becanse they wanted until | got an arrow on the serng and my
how arm eased betore exploding meo the s Allin all, 0 was
a grean Gy, but | hawe o admin | ceramly did nor feel like
much of o predator and certmnly would have had o dine on
armadilhos, rarthesnukes, and packrabbits if fosced 1o live off of
my own bow-kalls i this open country.

he Lot night i camp | gor 1o tiste thar feesh wild

I turkey | wanted so hadly, even though it wisn't mine.
The turkey fell hetore one of the gunhuntess shanng

our comp and was prepared expertly Texamatyle by Gerne,
Strips of breast mear were twisted around thick shices of tresh
palapeno pepper. weappad in hacon, and the entire monel
win skewerad with o Texasae wothpk then slowly
stmoked over mesquite conls, These gastronomie treats, plus
a tnghteningly huge steak cooked so rare a good vetennurun
condd harve browghe it back 1o b, made for a meal 1o remem-
ber Teould not wait to mvite my bowhunting triends back in
Gieorgia to experience this same meal in celebration of my
bowkalled burd. | had one more moming 1o muke o happen.

Sunchny mormng dawned m exact replica of the previom
two momings except for one small difference. | actully
e it into my hunting arca while it was il dwrk. There »
something tremendowly exciming about standing i the pre-
dawn darkness just winting for thae fise indicns
thon that the natural workl & waking up, and ‘i
with it would come whatever praduony expen-
ences that are destined that day, The finst soumd
I heard that morming was o deer blowing in
alarm, lettng me know that o dad e approc-
ate my odor (sent & ot a strong

LoNGrows & Recumvis™

enough word 1o describe how one smells after theee days in
south Texas) interrupting its moming stroll. Soon after,
ducks began whastling 1o a nearby waterhole and song-
binds” melodies welcomed the sun. Unlike back home, there
were o "who cooks for you™ prockimation from owls, and |
never heard a crow all week. Gobblers scemad 1o gobble just
because that s what they are supposad 1o do. And gobble
they did, wll moming long, even after the wind got so blus-
rery that | had 1o put my face mank on just 1o keep the dust
out of my mouth.

id-morning found me set up on the highest ridge in
sight where | had heard a gobbler sounding off non-
stop all moming. | wis st up on him for the thied

time, but it was rather obvious that he wis not coming in, He
responded to anything and everything and at times sounded
s of he was withan fifty vards, then five minutes baer he
would cut Toose from hundreds of yards awary, | fimally figured
out that he was operating on the peak of the ridge, was gob-
bling from one side of the ndee 10 the cast with the wind,
which was Bowing towand me, then mmediately walking to
the other side and gobbling against the wind down into the
flathancds bebow. For no less than an hour, he worked the
e, one sade then the other, at times so close thae | ielt hike
1 couhd smell the acorms on his breath, then minutes bater he
wonld be on the other side. He never gobbled twice m a now
on the same sade of the ndge.

At 1100 that moming | had to be m the tnck on the
wity back to camp to start to the abpor, so ar 10:20, with
tme running out, | decided that the situation called for a lie-
the sneaking actum. Every time the gobbler sounded oft chse
t me, | gave him thirty seconds then headed straight for
him, stopping only when he gobblad on the other side and
headod back my way. After twenty mmutes, | knew | was
pushung my luck, <o & buried o o codar bush and cut loose
with every thing | had. He gobbled so close that | coukd
almost “pack 2 spoe” from the sound. Surcly he was coming.
A munute bater, he gobbled again over the ndee. This ole boy
wits not stupid. He was simply not going to chase any hen
that he could not see.

With five munutes of hontng lefr, | took one step from
my cover and saw an awesome sight, The huge boss gobbler
was i full strue, fanned out on the pinnacle of a nock strewn
ndee, fughting the wind as two hens packed their way owand
i from my sde of the ndge. His gobbling strategy worked,

and now he would be rewarded.
| caved my bow down, snapped 4 couple
N l‘.mdhwm (which, of counse,
S did not wame out) and began ensing back
toward the tuck. Have a nice afternoon big
ooy, | thought. | will be back nexr year, and
1 will still be hungry.
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by John L. Sloan

awn was slow in coming. In the darkness, the plop of

raindrops from last night's shower ticked off the min-

utes as gray finally slid onto the eastern edge of the
distant ridge line. In a bit, it would be dayhght and time 1o
wet started. Right now we nibble our honeybuns and drink
cold milk.

By noon, it will be a soaking, humid ninety-five degrees.
For now, just as crimson touches the underbelly of the
clouds, it is comforrable. Maybe even cool. [ shiver a little.
Perhaps it's the excitement | always feel when scouting new
territory. Or, maybe just an errant drop of rain down my
neck. It's hard to explain the anticipation ro Jason. He's ten
years old, not yer addicted to the adventure of unraveling
the mystery of deer hunting. Today will be a learning day...
tor both of us.

I¢'s light now. | can see the map. | show Jason the bound-
aries, the landmarks we must work berween.

“How many acres all together”!

“Just over a thousand toral, Jason. Today we won't see a
fourth of it. Today we are looking for the obvious, It will take
us a year to really leam the place, maybe longer. We have
time. No hurry. Listen. Hear that!”

Jason squirms in his effort to hear. He hears but doesn’t
know whar he is hearing,

“That's covotes. They are singing about their night's
hunt, Probably lying about what they caught,” | chuckle,
“Somewhere on that ridge behind us is a hen rurkey. Heard
her yelp just now. If she does it again, I'll point it out so you
can remember it next time vou hear one. We best get going
before it gets too hot and the mosquitoes get 1o bad.” L hand
Jason the binoculars and a compass.

We move slowly off the ridge. Like the deer, we take the
parh of least resistance. | show Jason the faint trail. Looks
like it wasn't used much during the fall.

“This trail doesn’t go anywhere special, Jason. That's
why it isn't plain. It probably only gets used when the acoms
are dropping a lot on this ridge,” [ explain. *It's something to
remember but not the kind of place we're looking for. Trails,
son, only do three things, They go somewhere, they leave
somewhere, or they connect something, This mail, some
years, goes to a teeding area.”

“How do vou know? What are the deer feeding on™
he asks.

“Look at the trees, What kind are they?" Lask in return.

“Well, that one’s a hickory. [ know that shagey bark," he
answers proudly.

“Right, but mast of these others are white oak. When
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the white oak acorns are dropping, they are a Jeer's favorite
food. Look at the high branches through the binoculars. See
any hirtle acoms™

Jason straims to bend back far enough ro see the treetops.

“I don't see anything,”

“I don't erther, son. L don't think there was any mast here
last year either, so the il didn’t ger used, bur we should
remember it for other vears. This ridge top would make a
good moming stand when the trees are bearing.”

We cross a small creek which s clear, cold, and shallow.
| point out a crawtish scurrying for a rock. On the far side s
an open area, grown high in broom sage and small, scattered
cedars, A gnat takes a drnk from the comer of my eve.

“I hate them suckers," | sav.

Mationing Jason with i hand, 1 skirt the edee of the old,
grown-up fickd. Finally 1 see it The ol logs are rotted, but
the rocks thar made the comers level pive me the ourline, |
caution Jason to warch out for i possible old well, Behind the
old homestead, | find the fint clue in the mystery we are
unraveling,

The clay s red and tumed slick with the recent rain. Ir
s about the size of my poker table at home. A few inches of
water are in the mddle.

“What s e Jason questions.

“Well, maybe fifty vears ago it was a smokehouse. The
folks who lived in the house smoked therr meat here, When
they did, they used a lor of salt. Now it's a sale lick; deer come
to lick the salty clay. Do you think they like to play in the
cool mud some too! Anvway, next time we come, Il bring
fifty pounds of mimeral sale 1o freshen n,”

“Will we hang a stand here, dad?”!

“No Jase. It's illegal. But, we'll use this for information.
Mastly does and young deer come to salt licks, but they have
to come from somewhere, don't they! So let’s see what we
can learmn here.”

ike spokes, the trails fan out from the hick. [ show Jason
the tracks and mud splashed on the grass. | pick a trail
going the direction I wanr and we follow it, with me
looking sharply and Jason fannmg mosquitoes
and matching my steps,

| can see the next clue in the mys-
tery from fifty vards away. | want Jason -

o see it Ir s near the field edge. The sage
and briars give way to a dense cedar |

thicket. The first cedar tree on the nght w

i L Y

of the trail bears a truly impressive rub. So does the one
behind it, but they are different.

1 point out the first one o Jason and he spots the second.
L explain o him how they were made in two different years,
I show him the degree of freshness. | explain about tradi-
tional rubs. | rell him they could have been made by two dif-
ferent deer. Then | show him the third rub a few yards off to
the site. | show him an old scrape.

“Thas s the place w shoot a buck in late October or early
November, This ts where he comes to find a girlfriend,” Lsay
to my ten-year-old who knows abour these things from other
of our conversations in the woods. “What we want 1o do now
is find o stand reee and cear o shooting lane o we need o,
We won't come back here until rime 1o hunt this buck.”

“Why won't we come back before then, Dad ™

“This is a g buck place... At least there 1s one good
buck using here, He may not even come by here until the rut
starts, So, we don't want ro spend a lot of tnme here and
mavbe spook him. We'll pick the stand spot and clear o
shoatnyg lane or two before he even knows he is going to be
here, We'll know when it is time. The rest of the woods wall
tell us”

here the thicket jomns the hardwoods, 1 find a tree.

It is sixteen vards off the teatl and gives 4 good view

of the approach to the grown-up field. It provides
goad cover. | show all this to Jason. | let him use his compass
1o figure what wind directions will work for this stand. 1 show
hum how to mark it on the map. | tim a few small trees and
make the notes in my pocket notehook. | show Jason how |
remember what tree s the stnd tree, _

A mosquito buzzes by and 1 flick swear from my eyes.
Jason's shirt s soaked. | remember he's only ten. This i
enough for one moming. | want him 1o want to come scout-
ing with me again, We start out.

Something gray carches my eve. | stop and nudge it with
the toe of my boot.

"Look Jase.™ I pur st in the palm of my hand. “It's 4 bird
point. Indians used it instead of the points we have today. [
made of flint. We sure aren't the fist bowhunters on this
land. Maybe they camped here smee 1S a natural place.” |
give it 1o Jason. It will go in his “possibles” hox at home.

We have made o prettry good round. I've spotted a few
oaks that will need 1o be looked at in September. 've seen
some trails that need following. We found two good look-
ing creek crossings and a couple persimmon trees that will
drop carly.

We come to the truck from a side ndge. 1 stop halfway
up. A pileared woodpecker bests his brains out
against the sile of a snag and Jason grins a
smaggled-tooth grin ar me. His sweaty, grimy
hand somehow finds its way into mine, and

we continue up the rest of the low ridge.

-
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Editer's Note: Archery preat Howard Hill had his childhood dyeam of
shootmg an elephant wath a bow and arvow fulfilled m 1950 when he
was fifry years old. In oter previous wsue, Hill's nme-momth African
expediion and the restdung filtm “Tembo™ were feawred. This second
part features anecdotes of Hill's bife long before his fame as an archer

was established

cering 2 challenge started early with Howard

Hill. As inauspicious as his start was on o farm

in Alabama, he went on to become o world
renowned archer primarily because of this quality in his
personality.

A family story tells how Howard first set his greatest
challenge and determined he woukd do something great
with a bow. John Franklin Hill, who voung Howard always
referred 1o as “Poppa,” heard his four-vear-old son speak
longingly of & bow and arrow. In response, he fashioned a
little bow out of a strip of wood from a white vak tree, such
as was used quite often 1o make large baskers for com and
other farm-picked items. “Poppa” also used them to make
hoops for fish baskets set in the river ro carch fish.

Thrilled with his bow and simple arrows, little Howard
put before him the challenge of his first hunt. Down the
trail he humed from the farmhouse towards the Coosa
River banks abounding with rabbits and squirrels. [t wasn't
long before “Tip,” lirtle Howard's dog, jumped a rabbir, and
Howard was right there with his new bow and arrows, Later,
showing Poppa the game, the little boy who had seen the
huge elephants from i circus train told him that one day he
would shoot an elephant using a bow just like the one

Poppa made

Photographs courtesy of Jerry Hil
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Howard had a mischievous, spirited quality as o young
boy, a characteristic which probably stood him in gcood stead
later in life as he faced the professional challenges he put
before himself. Growing up surrounded by a large family in
Alabama, this mischievousness was known ro exasperate the
adults around him sometimes.

One tamily ancedore relates the story of
Howard as a young boy with his pet rooster, (5555550
“Rusty.” While Howards brothers readied their
tishing poles and dug fish bait, young Howard had
other plans. That day, Rusty was to prove his
prowess over a neighbor's rooster

“Ah, that rooster couldn’t whip Edna's Rhode
Island red rooster over there by the hen house,” hus
brother, Off (Theephilous was hus real name), told
him. lmmediately Howard threw Rusty down and the
fight with Edna’s red rooster was on. Around and around
they both went, dust and teathers flying. Hearing the
racker of cackling hens, barking dogs, and whoops of
Howard and Of, Edni ran through the house to see what
was going on, About the rime she reached the frone door, all
she could see was a clowd of dust. When the dust finally set-
ted, Rusty crowed in eriumph over Edna's red rooster, Seeing
that, Edna ran off the porch with broom in hand, shouting
how much that rooster had cost her and how she was going
ro-heat the price our of them borh, Howard and his brother
Off didn’t stay around long enough tor that 1o happen,

Even as ayoung adult, Howard Hill accepted challenges
placed before him. While stll helping out on the farm,
Howard played basketball, baseball, and football ar Shelby
County High School in Alabama. Spotted by an Aubumn
University foothall scout, he was offered on early college " ww f\%t:‘d Y‘\"“‘ wﬁ“
opportunity it he could make the grades, Howard worked Get
hard and was accepted ar Auburn, lerrering the first year in
all sports first string. Yellowed newspaper clippings held by
the family show him as “Wildcar™ Hill, labeled as such by
sports writers and announcers because his home was i
Shelby County known for its “wildcar whisky” operations.

One game still remembered by family rells how Howard
was playing nght end ina game against Georgia Tech. In this
game, as he had relared to family members, a Georgin Tech
player threw a handful of dirt in his eye ¢ach time the kall
was snapped, followed by a hit of such force thar it would
almost take Howard’s head off his shoulders, as he told it
After a couple of plays like this and listening to the threat by
the other playver about how he was zoing 1o be flattened,
Howard had enough. As the hall was snapped, he closed his
eyes for the dirt. When he opened them, he mer the other
player with a surprise, an upper-cur to the jaw, tuming him
aflip. The rest of the team joined in the fight, and the game
was postponed until order was established.

Anymore fighting, the coach rold him, and he would be
oft the ream. There wasn't. Howard Hill, upper right, during his college years at Auburmn.
Family stories tell of Howard as a college student with

42 SPRING 1997 LONGBOWS & RECURVES™



ing 1997
bows & Recurves - Spring
Longbo

T. T :
By NAVLO r Hhe oam Wop hree fir
LFTS Porie Editoy I Hpe hige Bipr,
Y, the Ruy Onks ke e Can ' For }i )
c’n DL an the gl'ld;rl,n ¥ an & ‘
YA 2 bny g w5y, Infte
W ois tali And
> ed O

foss e >
Ming err th ] I:'-:lrh‘k - n, : f ani ha “n"“““k‘ Kvey 1!.'@;'\“‘.-'»]. whey
TWan g ] ] - on S e . and Wriie 2b0y me'l Wik .
TOR sy e Were B " K Gl T wdN kL Hideap
L : tody d en, D5eny Were 4 my e Wy 78 e Iﬂ:\’l’r(‘l' ,,n' I _\lnr.;.r, Blyke
1) 4 . ’ 5 o 4
o to), ing "ﬂ f .‘,. | Ang B and o oL while Aravs re Ollen e nf “m k‘lm LTS :,,’:; "-‘f‘f ne H'Njart! (W
o OAtructeq | Ware u"m": Sl Wil Clemsg Wane Faty Layraos Hi\. i A T AU ip g4 Errol pry
A lopg:ss L e EF;:I "MNrgia Feek ?rhhn Rt v o J0hs rure‘ ;?.,r‘y-‘:—(-:.m 0 tha Moy ngp
Ul rens Weret Mpion 4 Sa Lbiry 'y OVeap.syy 'l for Bary, Chrmy Ql‘:'rlﬂ m Prah"ﬂ_ p -
oo "Erow o WHor o i, time firr ! e Hires Vésr hat ¢ 1 Playaq Noa T an Sl'l'l.‘l"ﬂﬂ‘., Whom i 1 ”_',“ Trariy 'Afﬂfl L
LU N Ertes Wanfp e 6w, fories IRAf doto * and "“”"""h"" Tonth #0, Raj "whh" |
~<the gahnpm; LU LT hree “yp Wty ightls bet E Doy ok { . VMo, Watfo P LI Wile
mm”ﬁ A s o T e Nin Sog A8tery \-l!!rr"M‘PIF'm‘(‘ %ont i'm; o ¥l Wlkre hf-hniro,'nr, bh gy it ba
i from e by e k) ":,' Pat ahi Seaxns ‘| 7 ! nf d.‘.slrrhuypq by R;((). M b,
A5 Hin ST e o s 4By oy Vike Dongp o WAk Hoaa Siach Coxen ""':'“ Bord S NG O . Jin
200 i i then AN Loy . Whon C LR "Igen~ Ml Yemi. oo Lowe. ‘, |
YOtk Marq for e rn,-np,-m,-d Disead Cirear COhok Bt e 4 iy« I L e His d e hirpy
it Of the Retelingy 0. %0 il rest Feldom laikpng Wi 5 PlAvers e thap o & & Wity 2ol b nd hoy,
W ithe,; Dsing -nn'nnr‘ 80X way ! atraiq of higy M firge Ty by Ul Shuyg darg, 04 1hogy fine
YEIE Winh the LTI Ehevap ho TN i Nesen ™ ey ! eary Make ipol
trdan 5e dolie 2 TREnir. Ko, Al me | feoge o L r’b,' ‘“,'“ Fame' yy Mabify but iy
Wsam BRI Whiln h"l'r-frts Thira ¥ oury for Prac! " Win Ptlling fop iy, Hin s$aj
Cline hes, Thnmas e 1 1921 ! Quit tha n-anq b 2 g e ‘uhep h Toka o “RI"-“
BN wmy ittty | tirnig In iny Morg, § Tse j . .
N Broyi OF Ay re “Whats Matteys Boosan | """' ’
™S Arg Akin ‘Pm" ’. b tkad I g ~ »
his Vogy b todny 1y Akiy 1o4n 1 (R Fiding Fetsm Chaci ‘erAr, At
; T of L1gn; 192" amiey) Doy, A% Werng 0 0n, iy LI o
n WAL Erpay Getpy: +and 2ou' bava 0 Thore !"‘“‘»""‘ ,"‘“’ ‘-‘5
n!h-lm % ‘n‘ﬂrkmr{ Witk &y « B0iser pr"zmlwvj Went ‘_lhh"n D — -+
L lAhll!’n \|'n'| wal Andg ey an. "Of'h non"m" dm"' Sy o :n :
7"“""![1'!.~ Wers Dvep ’“”"’n‘ the of the Seasop tt} Whery'y . ek
» Sl Hhy l'Inmum. g, Die v . 4
nef Tilana, The DXL Yo Coacy 19
- STy Tigers N imreg s nA 2% WD  Hp -8
i it Owary. Ting|té, L L s (] nﬁ:hn 1
Merp Firy Re paTAr.  WAs 'hl"”ml- Whan Be oy 10 ma.
Tfsna . B\ Lol Rnay What 5 taid in
/ S by clon"""‘ﬂk Afine andt'
8 0%2 ooy i
Lhay Wintas o b Uation .
Tikery ol "L
—

45 of 68



Longbows & Recurves - Spring 1997

46 of 68

Howard Hill, far vight, was active in many sports including basketball
at Shelby County High School in Alabaoma.

thar same mischievousness he had as o voune bov. For
tnstance, when he found first year studenes were not allowel
by the okler students 1o go "up town,” he went anyway. The
tradivion was that when a first year transgressor was sported,
the older stadents would run the fiesst-year student back on
campus with their beles swinging ar his rear or they would
torm a belt line and cach older student would get one lick
with his bele, Howard wouldn't run like many of the bows,
bt woukd bend over and take the whipping. After carching
Howard several nmes, the older students tinally ler him pet
by because he just wisn'tany fun o whip, He was too tough

One challenge which influenced Howards entire lite
wis perstding his high school teacher, Eleabeth Hodwes., 1o
date him. After being offered o chance ar artending Aubum
Howard knew he needad tutoring to keep high grdes for
entrance. | he voung teacher, just out of college heeself, rold
tum it he would study haed and ger hamself the college offer,
shie \\unl\i."l\ him once e Lot hvu‘“u;\ He met the hal
lenge. Howard got to collese, they dated, and after leavine
college he muarned ths high school teacher. Elizabeth
Hodges proved to be a valuable helpmate to Howard nor
only 1 Tus personal, but in his professional Tife as an
weher

H--\\ -L|\ ~|-w\\|\ "nlMln: FCputaton as o great
archer ongimared in Flonda where the couple moved
1920s

Working with a well-known Lind developer, Howard Sg

L .
in the at Elizabeths brothers sugeestion, |
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contmued to bowhant every chance he had; the trips 85,
, L)

into the Everglades with s bow
and arrow tasc inated the wealthy
people flocking to Muami buving
into the fun and sun. Soon, he
Wils ln.lLul: |‘n\\\ or many
thes l'\.'llrh tor $6.50

Ihe naturally aehletic Howan
wasn't just |‘-»\\|n|nlm'; m the
Everglades. but was leaming
play golt on the land develop
ment’s golt course and organizing
an archery ¢ fub at the L it Course
While others were participaring
i archery polf ar the time,
Howard 1= credited with writing
the tinst set of rules for the ganx
i playing an important part m
the burgeonmy archery volf tour-
naUmeHis
."“'{GLV-}I\J A II In addmion o his nataral
athletic skill, plain ol fashioned
luck often played o part in
Howard's success After I‘\’H\L'
spotted by management while consistently popping every
halloon at a kiddie park bow and arrow shooring gallery,

Howard soom was asked ¢ only give promotional
demonstrations for them up and down the East Coast, but to
make their bows too

Duning the years spent in Flonda, Howard was making
wchery history wath record-settimg shooting. In 1926, he set
a long distance flighe record of 391 vards, 2 feer, 11 inches,
rl'v(' }‘l‘\\

which also bear the foor bow recond at that time

weght he used was 172 pounds pull
All the time Elizabeth kept rellimg Howard that with has
special talent, sooner or Later he wounld be able to ove up sell
ing real estre and become a professional full-time archer
This unwavering belier in Howard provided the mpe-
tus for Howard's move to Hollywood. Rewding the glimour
type magines popular at the time, Elizabeth came upon a
chassitied advertisement for a movie role for someone who
could ride a horse while shootmg a bow and arrow.
Immediately wiring thar her husband was the man for the
poby, she followed with a wire to Howard, who was on o hunt
g trip i the West, to take o tram to Hollvwood hecause a
moviwe -Illxlllhlll awaited him
While he
dudn’t come immediately, or withour hard
\\tl'k

Ill [ Y!I\ move {‘.Ul fame

Linlike the flash-mn-thepan  fame
coming to some, Howand Hills fame as the
g

. worlds greatest archer was built slowly and

steadily and was well-deserved,
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Tree Stand
Safety

by Dr. Robert H. (Bo) Perry

local friend of tine, Larey King, had just finished his
moming climb. Reaching dowti. toquill the seat up
from his climbing tree stand, he felt that it was
slightly stuck. One tug, hé figured; would free ir. No, it was
stuck a little: worse than that. He pulled harder. Suddenly,
the stand gave way beneath him and spiraled to the botrom
of the tree. King was left hanging, armis and Jegs outspread,
looking for all the world Tike a duck aboit to light upon the
water, except he was rwenty-five feet m the air. Slowly,
carefully, he turned 1o face the tree, undid his safery belt,
and slid, bear-hugging the tee, all the way to the ground.
Larry 1s convinced that a safety belt atrached 1 the reee
savedd his life.

Billy Riddell; another Mississippi hunter, had' a2 more
tragic outcome with his tiee stand accident. After rigging a
climbing stand only cight feet off the ground so that he conld
have his feet on ir and sit on a limb, he was sent tumbling
backwards when' the hmb broke withouir warning: Riddell
Linded on his neck-and became partially paralyzed, Today,
fourteen years later, he walks with the wid of a cane.

Most eragic i the thinl incident, Dr. Richard Sullivan,
of Tennessee, tell to his death from a tree stand. Apparently,
he had been removing i jacker when he lost his balince

Sir with any group of deer hanters and you can hear
stmilar stories. These. three different incidents, and vastly
differenit outcomes, are representative of the need ‘to use
caution when hunting from elévated stands. An article in
the newsletter of the Intemational Hunter Education
Assoctarion states that each vear there are from two thou-
sand’ 1o rthree thousand | reporred tree stand accidents,
probahly a low figure since most accidents are not teported.
Even so, the statistics show six hundred temporary injuries,
thirty pérmanent disablements, and ten fatalities nation-
wide each year. With the increased use of and interest in

The stability of a ludder stand is only as good as the strapping ;¢ type of hunting, the numbér of these- accidents can be
method that holds it to the tree,

expected t grow.
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Any time hunters choose 1o ger
very far off the ground, they stund the
chance of retuming to it abruptly, While
some accidents cannor be completely
climmared, many of them certamly can
be. As a hunter education mstnctor in
Mississippi, one of my interests has been
to help hunterfstudents develop o phi-
which all

including those involving tree stands.

losophy by weidents,

cim be greatly reduced in number,

BASIC PREPARATION

Basic preparation starts with thar most
able of computers, the human brain. |
teach that the hunter should wse it
wisely and think for a lone time about
the things thar can happen when leay-
ing the ground. If & dangerows sinmtion
exists, don't delay. Respond to it righe

Think

depeh. This means never trusting your

AW, m termns of defense-n
life or health to any single entity. If vou are climbing a
branched tree, don't depend on a single Timb o hold vou,
Test cach himb vigorously while holding onro the tree trunk,
if possible. The odds thar both the limb will break and also
that the whole ree will fall are not very erear. Alwiss
ohserve each himb closely betore you trust it In early tall,
himbs with no leaves are a giveaway, but after the leaves drop,
look tor sloughing bark. Also, just because a limb has leaves
on it does not necessanly mean 1 is sate. Compare these
leaves with those on the rest of the tree. If they are different,
}\'\\.“\'

A pome example of thas happened this List fall while |
wits chimbing i tree to o buile seand, The tree steps stopped
andd himbs were obwiowsly used to continue climbing. As |
continued upward, 1 placed my hand on a limb and mspected
it. Lookmg out on the limb, which was covered with leaves,
I noticed that they were different from those of the tree und,
m fixct, belonged 1o a muscadine vine. | shook the limb
harder and it came away in my hand

When using nailed tree step boards, try 1o step on the
miklle nearest where the nails are drven. If this s not pos
~IH\'. test each siepw ith » hand bedore putomy your \\Hj:ll!
on ity and always hold the tree trunk wath the orher hand if

possible

TESTING

Ir's i good iden to practice whar | eall “pre-hunt stressing” of
any and all tree stands. If they are buile on site in the woods,
nvire someone along. When vou reach the stnd, check i,
strap yourselt in, and then romp, stomp, wiggle, and push
iainst the seand and s rails

With portable stands this can be done in vour backvand
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Test Your Equipment. The light cord
hanging from the tree can be used to
right an wupside dven bowchunter,
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It’s better to trust the tree
than the ladder,

it you have a tree

hindy, Do it in
davlight, but you
nu-_'ln Iy 1o
ler the

VoL,

not
neighbors
Some of
them already think

M

Il‘l.i
trad
tional archeres, are o

}'l'. [ ».'\IA

sicht of vou gyt

bowhunters,

expec l.l”\
m\| Ylk

ing in your st

Ay Cause lin‘m (Y

wWorny that vou

have gone  over Tripod stands should always be staked

W with vopes or covds opposite the legs.
¢ el

Bowhunters especially should pracnce shooting in their
stands. Maost stands built for bowhuntmg do nor have a safety
bar or ratl on the notion that it will interfere with shooting
While this can be true, this also renders them Jess safe. Most
problems of shooting with or without o safety bar or mil cn
be cured with some practice. From my protession in the
dental ield, | can tell you that the limb of & bow straking a
saleny r.nl .lnrm: |lu‘ shit .IIIIhM ;u.lr.n‘:h‘\\l o loosen
every tooth i vouor head, und a tew other things as well,

Anv discussion of tree stands shoukd mclinde the basic
types. Tree stands encompass a wide range of contrivances.
They are buile on site, manutactured in the finest factories,
and put rogether m welding shops and backyands of eager Jo
it-vourselves. Some will climb trees ind ke vou abong, and

others need to be hang and o means of getting up to them
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procured. Others are free-standing, as i teipods or Boxes,
which arzuably are not tree stands at all, but still & consider-
able distance 1o the ground exists. All stands have drawbacks
and strong points, but the bortom line 1, a hunter can fall
out of all of then

BUILT TREE STANDS

These stands have the potential for being the most comfort-
able of all; some are even roofed and heated. One problem
with these stands 1 that they (and the steps that lead up 1o
them) usually stay up year after year, and every time the winkd
Blows and the tree moves, the mals are gently, but nces
santly subjected 1o twisting and torquing forces which would
seek 1o loosen and remove them, Each season a decision
must be mande if the stand has snother vear's worth of hunt-
ing Jeft before it must be tom down and replaced. Sometimes
the knowledge that the time was this year is gamed, unfors-
nately, the hard way. Built stnds should include some <o of
railing, and as with all stands, «me sort of belr shoukd be
worn while in them.

CLIMBING AND
HANG-ON STANDS

These stands offer the greatest ability 1o be portable that s ro
be had of all models. Some chimbing stands are one prece
with a hand-climber and others have two sections. The ones
with two sections are shightly heavier and noisier to set up,
but they offer twice the chance of avoiding the "big dive.”
Both climbing and hang-on stands depend on the constant
weight of the hunter to stay stable. Take away thar constam
weight, and “treaky” things can sometimes ocenr,

LADDER, BOX,
AND TRIPOD STANDS

These stands are probably the safest of all types, and they are
awster to get into for children and elderly hunters. Be advised,
however, that the stability of 2 ladder stand i< only as good as
the strapping method that holds i to the tree. I this s too
loose, a rapid game of “ring around the tree” may occur, Box
and tnipad stands are susceprible 10 being blown over by
strong winds; proper stand placement on fairly flar ground
imperarive, These stands should always be staked with ropes
or cord on the sides opposite the legs. There are few more
sinking teelings than when one of these stands stans 1o

tip and there 15 no tree or bush to grab.

when a fall occims. Trving to free voarsell from o safety device
after o fall is much easier it you can breathe fairly normally.

Straps that incorporate both belt and over-the-shoulder
harmesses probably provide the most comfortable fall of all,
but you pay a price i using them in terms of mancuverabil-
ity i the stnd. When wsing any belr, it is imperative to
situate it so that the belt s around your chest, not around
your wilst. This makes certain 2 head upright position in the
event of a fall. Also important is 1o be sure that you will drop
ondy twelve inches or less,

Miny tree stand aceidenes, like plane crashes, happen
either on the ascent or descent. Climbing belts are available
which are similar 1o those wsed by utility Tinemen. Some will
climbs and then be your safery belr as well:

CLASSIC EXCUSES

Otherwse caretul hunters often decline the use of safety
beles, The reasons sometimes even sound similiar 1o excoses
from people not using automobile safety belts:
1, “They'te too much trouble.”
2% can't shift positions while I'm in the stnd.”
Or:
3.1 Jon't want 1o be left hanging twenty-five feet up in i
mree.” (You prefer o twenty-five foot fall 1o the ground?)
4. fell twenty feet out of a tree stand last year ancl noth-
g happenal. | was fine.” (Better luck next nme!)
Such arguments are a best specious and at worst fool-
hardy, Almost all the negatives of safery belt usage can he
overcome with practice and technigue so that their confin-
ing influence is minimal. As for being held twenty-five feet
ap i atree, Lofter the following solution. Simce you should
always pull your bow or gun up with some sort of rope or
cord, if you will simply attach this rope to the tree belt and
make i sturdy enough., 1t can be used @ a means 1o lower
yourself safely 1o the ground i the event of an accident,

SAFE HUNTING

I the meidents mentioned w the begmning of this aricle,
the people nvalved were found or rescued by their hunting
companion. If you decide 1o hunt alone, tell someone where
vou will be poing and when to expect your retum, Try 1o
make this person someone who has enough knowledge of the
area so vour can be tourd inas short o length of time as pos-
sible. Familiarize vourself with first aid and emergency

o procedures, A great way o do this is 1o titke or refresh

[n tree stand hunting, safety beles, har- . - B $. @ Hunter Educarion Course,

nesses, and climbing belts are all esenteal o M 1t all this sounds hike vou are takimng vour life in
the defense-m-depth concept discussed ear- NN vour hands when you hunt from tree stands, then
lier. The hest are those with two buckles and o .“‘._‘;;_‘_'L... that Is fairly accurare. Hlunting from tree stands s
short trailer hetween the tree belt and the hunters \ - ¥ E great fun and the view s wondedul; however, like
belt. The one-prece straps that are often found | il { razor sharp arrows (and firearms), tree stands should
in tree stand boxes are much less desirable b be rreated with a healthy respect.

since they tighren around o hunter's waist o oo
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Above: Look for
a part, not the
whole. While
these bucks are
easy to spot with
their mossy
antlers rising
above the Rrass,
deer are not
always such

stand-outs.

Photographs by Sem Fadala.
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s the finvers of the sun lifted the white mist of the
quiet Landscape, | began to make things out in the

distance, My goal was ssmples o fill an antlerless

mule deer tag. All 1 had 1o do was find the one | wanted
]

happened just that way. | did find a dry doe. 1 did ger close

get close enough, and ler my Ferret recurve the rest. It

The recurve bow did put an arrow on target. Without the
otical iInstrument around my neck, however, tuming dis
tant Jots into deer never would have happened. | couldn't
see l|||‘ -E\.‘L'!' \\Ifll LLEA l\.lLL I e

I call binoculars the “Eve of the Hunter,” useful tor
evervthing from elk i bBlack timber to whitetails in the
thicker, to antelope on the prairie. [ have shown my wite,
sons, daughters, friends, and visitors how binoculars can

Loor 1 |
SO

pick up gamy thart would otherwise y underected
proving that when the hunter sees his quarry before 1t
spats him, the advantage goes in favor of the sportsman
My family. and most of my hunting friends, now find
much of their game with the glass. | would hike to con
vince you to do the same

\.1.1-' ]‘4 miter wn :"‘J.--\ -|‘ TS ‘ vV USE '{'\_:n or
nify what they have already spotted, tew actually finding
game with them, Meanwhile, over halt of the deer ['ve
taken, perhaps 90% of my antelope and almaost all of my
javeling, were tow d first with kinoculars, then stalked. So
do yourse If a big tavor. Stant usmg Bino |]u~ s huntoimg
tools, not simply magnifiers of chings your unaided ey
tready detected. Carry the glass to increase your outdo
enjoyment, 100, bringing nature closer. Pur a good pair of
binoculars on your “must-have™ list, and | promise vou will
increase vour chances of taking game with the string-gun
becase vou will see more wi Jlife 1 » opin with, and you
will see it before it sees you

Rinocular game-finding Is more than sticking a pair
n front of your hace 1 '!V‘C:":h thr _f hem “:\
peck-a-hoo method has been promoted by outdoor maga
zines forever, especiatly in photos where the hunter

nNce, pinching the

WS wisttully into the I|~"
rwixt thumb and forefinger like an opera-gazer. Ths is
not o game-tinding rechnique. Two things are important
buy the best madel you can afford and adopt a game-find

e M I\ -.l n using ']\n;"»

BOWHUNTERS

by Sam Fadala
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The oculars of these
Swarovski 10x42mm binocidars are large with retractable

eye cups to suit even those who do wear eye glasses.

irst, the glass ieself. Fiekd glasses (non-prismaric) are out
of vogue. There are two basic types of prism glass: Porro
and roof. Currently, the roof prism glass 15 more popu-
lar than the Porra design. Super oprical resolution is possible
with roof prisms, as proved by Bausch & Lombys latest Elites,
and their compactness delights those
who go afield, or for that matter, sit in

treestands or blinds, 1f you find 2 2ood : 3
these Swarovski

10x42mm binecidars
move upward, as o
the left, for those
wha do not wear
eve glasses, and
doun, as on the
right ecular, for
those who do
wear eve-
glasses. The
author has
slipped O-Rings
beneath the

Porro prism glass, don't tumn it down,
but roof prism models are currently the
ticket.

As for power, the basic function
of a binocular 1s obviously magmitica-
tion. A 7X glass "blows the object up”
seven times, or to think of it another
way, makes it appear one-seventh as
far away from the viewer. Neither of
these explanations is precisely correct,
bur for our purposes, both are wood
enough. There is no single best power.
| use three different magnificarions in
my own hunting. The 10X glass is my
all-around  favorite. IS controllable
and excellent for finding far-off game. year eye glasses.
For small game, as well as brush and
thicker big game, | like 6X or 7X glasses. They have suffi-
cient magnification, but come in small packages.

Maost hig game animals are crepuscular, meaning they
move and feed in morning and afternoon, so light-gather-
ing ability 1s important in a glass. Objective lens size rells
much abour light rransmission, with excellence of Jenses
and lens coatings also ranking high. Consider the old
standby 7x35 glass. The first number is for magnification.
The second represents width of the objective lens in mil-

The retractable eye cups om

retractable exe cup to
prevent it from sliding
downward since he does not

limeters. Bigger objectives are better, bur weight and size
must be considered. Binoculars with large objective lenses
can ger prety heavy, and most hunters are unwilling w
p:]d\ the weight.

Relative brightness is computed by first the diameter of
the exit pupil. Exir pupil is easily illustrared. Hold vour
hinoculars at arm’s length aimed ar the sky or a heghr-colored
hackground. The small circles of light seen on the ocular
lenses are the exit pupils. Exit pupil itself is determined by
dividing the power of the glass into the size of the objective
lens. So compare a 35mm objective lens with a 30mm ¢ bjec-
tive lens and see whar you get. The 7x35 glass has an exit
puapil of 5.0 mm, while the 7x30 unit has an exit pupil of 7.1
mm. Squared, these become a relative brichtness of 25.0 for
the 7x35 glass and a relative brigheness of 30.4 for the 7x30
glass, the latter enjoying a clear advantage for moming and
afternoon shadows, while in midday, the 35mm objective
lens admuts all the light the human eyve can use.

The term “light-gathering” is purely colloquial. Nao
ordinary  binocular  gathers light.
Optical lenses are hungry; each
digests a little of the light thar strikes
it.  Furthermore,

—

relatuive

while

brightness  remains  an  accepred
American measurement of light-
passing efficiency, some  optical
engineers believe thar ewilight factor
or twilight performance is a better
formula. I works by multiplying the
diameter of the objective lens by the
magnification of the bimocular, then
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extracting the square root of the product. A 7x35 glass has
a twilight factor of 16, A 7x30 glass has a twilight Factor of
19. A 10x50 glass has a twilight facror of 22, Twilight per-
formance is 4 good measure because it includes the
magnification of the glass, which is important in enhancing
an object inany light.

In buying a glass, think quality. The high-quality
instrument stays in collimation longer than a cheaply-made
glass. In other words, the two barrels remain aligned. Better
binoculars are also more moisture resistant. Some are even
waterproof. They also have properlyv-coated lenses, and all
integral parts are not only more precisely compatible, bur a
few bumps will not knock these elements out of whack.
Binoculars can be purchased for the price of a tank of gaso-
line, but some low-cost models last about as long as a tank
of gasoline. Also, you may get a headache looking through
the cheap glass, while quality glass allows long sessions
without eve fangue.

Top-drawer binoculars have something else going for

Author Fudala says that the vast

them., Call it oprical resolution. When a glass has it, you
can pluck a buck nght our of the landscape. My tests for
optical resolution are non-scientific and simple. | read dis-
tant signs, especially trying 1o make things out that are in
shadows, Falso look at far away objects to see if | can deter-
mine what they are. For example, where | live, there is a
good view of 1 mountain with intervening hills. On one of
thase hills there are objects scattered among bushes. With
some binoculars, T cannot make these things our. With
other glasses of wentical magnification, | can tell that they
are wooden boards of vanous shape, color, and texture. The
quality makes the difference.

Field of view is often heavily considered in binocular
selecrion, bur not by me. There is nothing wrong with high-
quality wide-angle glasses, bur field of view, measured in feet
at one thousand yards, is not nearly as important as other
criteria, especially instrument quality. If a glass has high
optical excellence, and it is well-built, T will ive with a lirele
narrower fickd of view.

7L - v’ ~- -

majority of his antelope have been located with optics. This bino-found buck was taken with « Herb

Meland Fervet sixty-one pound vecairve bow and tapered cedar arrows tipped with Grizzly broadheads.
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Getting a good rest for binoculur-searching cannot be over-
rated. Here, a walking stick is used to steady the view of
the glass.

The second point of using binoculars is adapting a
game-finding technique. Before learning how to find game
with binoculars, consider an attitude adjustment. Make up
your mind that you are going to use your glass as a game-
tinding tool and not simply to spor your tent on the way
hack 1o camp. [ use frames of reference in treaching binoc-
ular game-finding technicques.

Here is how | began with a friend: “Look at that
white boulder at the bottom of the
canvon.” He tound the baulder,
"See those two preen trees close
together about two hundred yards
to the left of the houlder” He saw
“Look at thar fallen log

30 the
trees.” He saw the log. “Now,

them.
abour vards above
only thirty or forty vards o
the right of that log is a
bedded mule deer buck, Do
you see him!" He did. That’s
how a newcomer should be
ramed to find game, not
“There's a buck on that hall”
when the hill is larger than three
toothall fields combined.

As part of the attitude change,

concentration on one prece of the environment at a time,
Glasses can optically separare game from habitat. They
show detail in line, form, and color. They promote hunter
interest in the landscape, Binoculars can change a
hunter’s goal from a general approach of finding game to
a specthic one.

Early in this century, the grear Arcric explorer
Vilhjalmur Stefansson summarized proper game-finding
binocular technique when he said: “ln hunting on the
grassy plains of the Arctic, a good pair of glasses and a
knowledge of their use are about as important as the qual-
ity of your rifle and the pair of legs that carry you. | have
found it as difficulr to teach a new man the proper use of
field glasses as to teach the use of the rifle.... The green
man stands erect with his heels together, lifts the glass
jauntily to his eyes and spins slowly around one one heel,
taking from half a minute to a minute to make a complete
survey of the horizon. Then he announces that there is no
game in sight. The experienced hunter will take some
pains to find the best place to sit down.... If the landscape
is well within the power of his glasses he will probably rest
his elbows on his knees, but if the distance is grear or if the
wind is blowing, he will lie down flar with elbows on the
ground, or will build up out of stones or any available
matertal a rest [so] the glasses... cannor be shaken by the
wind.”

Your rechnique should also include getting com-
fortable. You cannor glass efficiently when chilled.
Carry a jacker for long glassing sessions. Purt it on when
you sit to look; take it off to hike. Wear a har thar pro-
vides eve shade. Also, get steady. Nothing is wrong with

frequent sweeps of

Binocudars are effective in isolat-
ing a prece of territory for
scrutiny. The impor-

the landscape from
the standing posi-

U7 tion, bur if you
tance of this is :
: o want o find some-
seen in a trick
thing, st down,

called “owl
eye,” in
which the
observer
stmply cups
his thumb
and forefin-
ger aroend
each eye to
block oet light,
and to isolate
his view on the
particular, instead of

preferably with back
rested, elbows planted
firmly into the knees.
Relax.  Study  the
area carefully. Use a
walking stick to rest
the in the
standing  posture,
And, alter vour
tocus. Your
wheel should not be

elass

Tocus

set tor one distance

remember that glasses do more than fh Rmm.d' At Sy ind  left  there
magnify, They isolate chunks of the author's son, shows the * " |
. ';[ : : ;I ; “owl exe” method for getting an isolated Adjust the wheel
erritory fo rutiny,  tocusing ; ; : 5 R 3
ey JOr Jeriny, focusing view of something even without binocsdars. ©ften,  sharpening
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While the author

insists that mly a

good steady view is
permissible when
trying to locate
game in the dis-
tance, he has no
objection to the
occasional glance
at the country-
side, as shoun
here with a com-
pact puir of BEL

Discoverer glasses.

and softening the picture. This tactic helps to optically eval-

but before you see him, he's optically hidden in plain
sight. So look for a part of an animal and the whole
anmal will follow. Most of the deer | find are parts of
deer, especially when the animals are bedded or stand-
ing in foliage. An ear. A bie of bony antler. A leg.

Study texture. | found this particularly important
on one hunt in Mexico. My eye returned over and over
to a gray log on the side of an open hill which looked
like & chunk of vak tree, | suspected the log was a lie,
but it did not move. | focused and refocused. The tex-
ture of that log was JUST TOD SO to he woad. [’IHJ”_\. the
"log" turned inte a whiretail buck lying Jogeo wath its
head flat on the ground.

My turor John Doyle used o sav that “vou must
look behind the trees and through the rocks.” His
meaning was to look hard with grear concenrration. A
big difference exists berween concentrated scrutiny
and haphazard glancing.

When to look! All day long, searching especially

uate an object. Is it plant, mineral, or animal? | have found  hard in the morning and aftemoon when most big game is

that | prefer center focus over individual focus or auto-focus  looking for food or is on the move. How long to vlass in one

glasses since | can soften and harden the image as | look for  place! Depending on the game and the habitar, 2 hunter

game. An important point to remember is to not ook for a might be wise 1o look from good vantage point for thirty

whole deer, whole elk, or any other whole animal, Instead.  minutes, or even an hour, before hiking on, Where ro look?

look for only a part of an animal. As his hunting experiences grow, the ourdoorsman will find

Big game standing in the open shows up for whar it is, - special niches for specific game revealing themselves, such

hut game in trees or brush is another matter. [f you want to  as shady spots on a brushy hillside, beds beneath trees, rest-

halk up some fantastic finds, learn whar wild animals really  ing places by boulders,

look like under real field conditions. Most of the time, game

Sa start shopping for thar good pair of binoculars, They

blends mto its habitat, Think of it as an optical puzzle where  will cost you bucks, but they will also show vou bucks. And

your job is to find a clown concealed by many confusing  thar is no bull

lines in the picture. Once you see the clown, he's obvious,

These are all ten-
power binoculars, vet
they don't look alike,
On the left, the
10x42mm Swwarovski
glass is a bit shorter
and wider than the
10x42mm Bausch &
Lomb Elites on the
far right, while the
Zeiss 10x56mm glass
in the center is con-
sidevably larger than

its companions,
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ven in maditonal archery, prob

lems arse that reguire solutions

Several problems tha frequently
arise i the mraditional ranks are: the
right-handed shooter discovers that he
has a left dommant nmng cye, the new
M350 longbow or recurve begins to
make excessive noise, and a clean
release seems more difficult to come by
when the pressure is on.

Way back in the sixties, my wife
Fran Wesley developed an interest in
compenitive target and field archen:. A
predicament which confronted her was
that upon lining up her arrow directly
with the center of the target, her arrows
grouped neatly together five inches o
the right of her intended mark from
distance of twenry vards Upon visiting
an archery pro (because instructors
should not be an archer’s own wife or
hushand), it was Jdetermined that as a
night-handed archer she had o left dom-
Mant amimg eye.

>”h‘l«
off domimant aiming eve problem. The

are several solutions to the

choice must, however, be left ro the dis
cretion of the individual archer, It the
wcher adamantly prefers to shoxt right
handed, then he should consides the
tollowing procedure which often results
in dominant aiming eye shift. This was
successtul with Fran. She simply con
ered the outer half of the left lens of a
pair of sunglasses with dark paper. As
she came to full draw shghely tiling her
head to the nght, the vision in the left
dommant eve was cut off. Afrer o week
ol l uly SUSSIONS, amimeg ¢y & HINAnNce
shitted o the right eye, and the sunelass
blinders were retired. When the prob-
lt'lll LESE R N ullr.' A THINC OF TWO, o0t i
the sunglass Blinders. The illustration
s, of counse, applicable vice versa

A second solution is to shife ro left
handed shootng. However, the archer
should wait o bit before <elling the old
bow. Shifting requires developing new
“muscle memory.” For some archers this
IS 4 mansion requinng more ethort
than they are willing to pur forth,

A third solution for the archer is to
simply condition himself ro hold over a

hit to compensate for this. Here again,

54

Tradition:

TO THREE COMMON

| by Bob Wesley

it 1s i chosce for the individual

For the archer wanring to Jdeter
mine the “dominant” aiming eve, he
should simply extend both arms 1
arm’s length m frone of his hody. A
dinmond-shaped

pening ibout
three mohes across
15 tormed wich the
back of the hands
He  should

rame sonmg wl‘ln t

7]]\'1‘.
in the center of
this opening with
both CAes

Without

the Ill.hl ln dAn

upen

maovinygy
shur the nght eve

SPRING 1997

“The average
archer should "
have the drawn
arrow under the

dominant eye.”

It the object remams i the center of
the opening, the archer is left eyve dom
mant. By reversing the procedure and
shutting the left eve, right eve domi-
nance s established it the u|'|nl
remains i the center
of the opening

How amportant
is it to the instine-
ll\hkf o l\ we
the drawn  arrow,
tull leneth directly

under the dJdomi

nant amming eve!
T
The answer to this,

as  stated  betore,

will

determined on an

’l.-\( o l‘\'
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. Solutions

HOOTING PROBLEMS

individual basis. While Howard Hill,
who was nght-handed and left eyve
dominant, shot coms out of the air at
thirty feet nght-handed, it is impor-
tant to noete that Hill, a superk athlete
in all respects, was a master at the use
of “indirect aiming” and could focus
on a secondary amming spot several
inches to the n'_'lﬂ of his t el with
great prohiciency The ay Craue ar hrr
should have the drawn arrow under
the dominant eye

Somenmes  archers find  their
tavonite bows are making  excessive
notse upon release. Before fearing that
the bow is breaking or that the desien is
taulty, several ather possibilities should

be considered. The bowstring might

LoONGBOWS & RECURVES™

A hunter determining his dominant eve
can save time, money, and the frustra-
tiom of missing the mark.

have stretched causing the fistmele or
brace height to drop, the bowstring
needs more strands, or the arrow being
used s too light in stiftness or weight,
Often the bowver sends a string on
bow not completely stretched which
can cause the brace height to drop a tull
inch, Most strings can be removed from
the bow and twisted to shorten the
length, thereby restoring the proper
brace height, (Care should be taken 1o
twist the string with the natural twist.)
| prefer at least fourteen to sixteen
stikds inomy bowstrings for o draw
weight from fifty-two 1o sixty-two

pounds (many more strands if using the
tast fhight type of string rather than
dacron).

Due 1o the increased perdfornmance
of modern bows, it s generally neces-
sary 1o use an arrow spined about seven
to ten pounds stiffer than the bow
weight, An arrow which is nor sriff
enough for the bow being used will gen
erally >|‘||‘ the bow upon release,
making a loud noise. For my fifty-nine
pound draw weight longbow, which |
affectionarely named “Elephant Walk,”
| use arrows spined from sixty-seven to
seventy-two pounds at a weight of at
least 53C grains. | custom fit my nock
size tomy bowstring serving size. If the
nock fits too tighe, | dip the nock while
it's on my arrow ito hot boiling water
for thirty seconds and then while it is
still hot and slightly softened, [ force it
on the serving. This slightly opens the
nock and sizes it for a smoother \]L‘]\ll"
ture from the string upon release.

Finally, 1 use tur string silencers on
my bowstring when bowhunting, This
reduces the noise of the string and can
possibly make the ditterence in placing
the arrow through both lunes of a some-
what nervous deer thar could otherwise
respond to the string noise and duck the
ATTOMW.

What 1s the best way to achieve a
crisp, clean release even when under
pressure or nervous! By using the rhom-
bord muscles of the back w0 hold the
weight of the drawn bow, the archer
can best reduce tension in the drawing
arm and knuckles of the anchor hand
thus resulting in a cleaner release with
minimal string jerk or creeping. The
archer can simply relax the hand hokd
g the drawn bowstring 1o release it
rather than have a forced plucking in
the process of release. If this is done cor-
rectly, the anchor hand will cither
remain on the face ar move slightly
backwards as a reflex. This hack-pow-
ered release is achieved through mental
effort, practice and when possible,
under the watchtul eve of a good tradi-

tional archery instrucror.
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outh

by Wayne “BIGGIE” Hoffman

the R v('k}'

dream  for

k  hunting in
Mountaims s
many of us southern boys. As

good as some writers are at putting

vou there,” the dream cannot be real-

tzed wuntil you are there in the pre-daun

| |

darkness challenging a herd bull and

hearmg his vesponse. No hunting video
on tape recording can give the tingle of a
real bfe encounter with an elk.

Now Fm a regular guy with a regu-
lar job like most of vou. | have been for-
tunate, however, 1o realize my western
dream several tmes and I'd like to pass
oM IO VOU some options that are avail
able to us working stifts

At one end of the spectrum is the
guided hunt. Usually this endeavor runs
mywhere from three hundred Jollars 2
day and up. Don't forget the airfare, and

\i.l\' \IHL‘~ not
Of course, that
tidy lutle sum will probably give vou a

the (hru' |mn\|ruf

include vour license.

56

better than average chance at some elk

he

steaks since most guides charge on 1
success rates they can boast. If you do
vour homework and find a good rep-
utable euide and outfitter, vou will
probably have an excellent hune with
good food, horses to

many comtorts,

ride in and out of the mountains, and
no dishes 1o wash. If vou just pick a
name out of a magazine however, vou
will probably get whar vou deserve and
all the hologna you ate saving up for the
trip will be for naught.

An item | forgot to mention s the
advanrage you gain on a trip where vour
time s hmited. The outfitter will know
where the animals are and can save sev-
eral days of locating herds, especially if

My

friends and T have spent five and six

thev are not being very vocal.
days of our allotted time away from

\\l‘fl\ Just lll\.l””‘_’ hl‘rl" lh.l[ |‘.|\'('
become closed mouthed for one reason
or another. Now you may feel locating
is all just part of the hunt, but 1 would
rather spend my days hunting ¢lk and

not locaring them.

SPRING 1997

On the other end of the scale lies
lll\' i

wilderness-expenence-hunt. |

it-vourself camp-out total-
know
several groups that outfit their own
paper. They
arxl

s from tents to striking
drive their pickups, pull
hunt public land in New Mexico. They

camp
a rtrailer,

hunt two full weeks and see a variery of
[he
biggest single expense is the license.
Tlh' }muh‘r\ IJLL'

cleaning up, which 15 all pare of ir, and

game including some huge bulls.
rums \\\“}\”]L’, .ln\l

they don't have 1o worry abour breaking
anvthing (bones or bows) if the horse
bucks them off since there isn't one.
[his type of hunt makes you do all the
work, and justly, the rewards are greater,
No one shows you where the critters are,
bugles them in for you, skins and packs
out the meat, or has a hor meal reads
when you retumn. This type of hunt is
the handvman special and, including
license, vou generally ger out and back
for around six hundred dollars a piece. A
real bargain in this day and times. You
can spend more money than that sty
ing home for rwa weeks

LONGBOWS & RECURVES™
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The last type of hunt, and the one
‘? I am most comtortable with, is the drop
camp. Here, in my opmion, is the best
of hoth worlds, | don't particularly
enjoy the thirty hour road mps any-
more so a 727 is the way to ger there
and not waste four of your chenished
vacation days behind the wheel. If you
| start hounding your travel agenr in
March or April, he or she will eventu-
ally ger you a good rate just to keep vou
from calling every week and asking if a
herter deal has been tound ver. The out-
titter picks you up at the wrport, will
take you by the grocery, and deliver you
and your supplies to carp, which nor-
mally consists of a cook tent and a sep-
arate sleeping tent.
i Allow me to use Bill Wallace as an
| example. Bill and his family run a guide
' service out of Collbran, Colorado. |
make this trip every other vear with my
hunting partmer Mike Douthat from
Greenville, Tennessee to hunt elk and

to buy the necessary license, then
straight to camp. The cook tent has o
large rable, and a regular-sized kirchen
stove fueled by propane gas. The
lanterns thar hang from the nidgepole
are also fed by this never ending cylin-
der of tuel, There are plenty of cooking
utensils and rwenry gallons of fresh
water in five gallon plastic containers,
Both tents have wood stoves and out-
stde there s a cord of wod cur and
stacked just i case a Seprember cold
snap mvades the camp. The sleep tent
contains tour cots and carpet on the
floor. It is thoughtfully placed thirty
vards upwind of the cook-tent, far
enough to keep cooking odors off

" 1
your clothes and equipment, yer | | ) ]
2 4
close enough that even afat boy 4

like me can “dash” back and
forth in a downpour without
gerting too wet. The outfir-

ter comes into camp every |

have accumulated. If we need anything
trom the stare, we just leave a note and
Bill will Bring it up the nexe night. If we
are fortunate enough to tag an elk in
the next basin, he will bring in horses to
pack 1t out and rake the meat 1o town
to a locker until we are ready 1o leave,
We have nine full davs to hunt twenry
five hundred acres of private land that
hacks up to eighty thousand acres of
Bureau of Land Management land. Ir is
actually a four-man camp, but we pay a
little extra to have it to ourselves, Even
with that little extra to the outfitter and
the airfare, we get in some excellent
hunting in beautiful country for
\ around fifteen hundred dollars
cach. That includes the pre-
tlight mp to K-Mart for
# enough socks and shorts
to last nine days.
So, there vou have
ir gquys and gals. Three
options. Pick one and

»
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evening and brings
mulies from one of his drop camps close  fresh water and @ki make vour  dreams
to the Grand Mesa near Grand  carries off any i T};‘\\"\<}'\./}7 come true.
Junction. After the procery, Bill takes us  trash  we  may BA"
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Services Include:
l.vnghn\:\ * Knives

Matlock
| Bows

Hollowtail Arrows ‘

PO. Box 213 Chama \
NM 87520 o (505) 756-9176
Bill Matlock, Bowyer

Valerie Matlock, Fletcher '

{ Bowyer's Kec per)

‘ Consistent Custom Quality!

Horne's Hardwoods
$F Laminations

Wide selection of handle woods. Over 15 species of
laminations in stock. These woods are cut for their beauty

wider glass, and ground jor highest performance capability.

“Satisfaction Guaranteed!”

Horne’s Hardwoods & Laminations
Mark Horne
728 Regency Drive
Hurst, TX 76054
Shop (817) 433-5906
Office (817) 428-8236

The Bow I Carry
If you happen to spy Bob Wesley talking to
Elephant Walk, don't think he is just talking to himself. |
That is his bow. Longbows & Recurves™ thinks that
more than any other kind of hunter, the traditional
bowhunter begins to think of his bow in terms of its
‘ individual personality.
So, how about you! Let vour bow share some of the

glory and let us know its name— and how the name was

chosen. The Bow 1 Carry is waiting to hear from vou.

Yo O
N King of the Mountain U;

Bighorn Bowhunting Company
Omunitherm” ® Proline Outfitters

“You ve Never Been Ttws Comfortable Before

100% Virgin Wool Camouflage ~
Fusnters B

ARCHERY

S/ 313 TREXLER AVE. KUTZTOWN, PA 19530
Primitive Supplies + Custom Cedar Arrows
(610) 683-7961

for catalog. sefundable with order

Only the BEST Products and Services

-
- J

Send $2 (%)

Serving the
Traditional and F
Primitive Archer
worldwide
since 1984

2633 State Hwy, D » Dept. LR
Jackson, MO 63755 « (800) 903-5468
(573) 243-3059

Visa/MasterCard

. =7 i Welchman Longbows
Machine Washable  Lifetime Warranty % Mahaska Custom Bows
Traditional Archery & N\ Biue Ridge Archery
Custom fit ta you Muzzleloading Supply Post Wildwood Archery
Retains heat in the cold » Quiet » Durable Largest & Best Stocked R°D°""92""”S w
Comfortable as day warms Store in New England N Howard Hill Archery
Keeps you warm (n wet weather g:::m;m “"‘:;':' i ;': gf‘ié;vgeﬂbows
Shirt « Jackets = Coats O ﬁg;f:“”m‘m&“"” Custom Wood Arrows
Caps » Pants « Vests = Bibs « Gloves Muzzieloasing Fireams. and Accessones
Belts « Suspenders « Packs ‘ Largest Saloction of Custom-Mada s
Sozaiicadig Riles i ow Bgied Worldwide| it [ Send s2.
Don't You Deserve the Best?! fromis B ekimmmdsiisdiniora mailorder] socepa |10f Catalog
 Buckskin Clothing « Dealor for Shioh Shasps CIHIV/ D A ’
Send $3.00 for your new King of the | When In New England, -— \5” VER ARROW
Mountain/Bighorn Catalog I Stop By And See Our Store. " ARCHERY
o Rto. 119 (South Road|
Gale Wisdom i! Pepperell, Magw,,u”,, ()n 463 108 Fordway Ext. Dept. LR

(508) 433-9458 « Fad. Lic. #05976

Ex 31 Of Ale, 495, 11 Miles Wast On
Ate. 110 - Look For Tha Log Cabin

Derry, NH 03038
(603) 434-0569




Longbows & Recurves - Spring 1997

61 of 68

UB
] ISTINGS

ALABAMA

Alabama Society of Traditemal Bowmen, John Kimbrell, 334-
361-8261

Monygomery Bowhunters Clib, Bill Powell, RO, Box 1367,
Montgomery, AL 36102, 334-277-739!

Frachitional ard Primutive Archers of Alabama, Troy D. Breeding,
981 Union Road, Somerville, AL 33670, 205-778-8571

ALASKA

Alaska Bowhunters Associanon, PO. Box 935, Homer. AK
996030935, K07-235-3602

ARKANSAS

Tradiional Bowhiunters of Arkansas, Wayne Millican 501-327-
8637, or Joe Clark 501-834-8883

Ozark Tradinonal Bowhumters, John Waolt, 4322 Beaver Lane.,
Favetteville, AR 72704-5535, 301-573-0754

Bowfishers of Arkansas, James Howey, IS21Q Thomas Trail,
Little Rock, AR 72206, 501-565-9656

Boufishimg Associaton of America, Danny Nichols, 619 Elk
Court, Monticello, AR 71653, 501-367-2554

ARIZONA

Archers Who Care, Jim Schulez, 16144 E. Palisades Blvd.,
Fountamn Hills, AZ 85268, 602-837-3119

CALIFORNIA

Juniar Bowhunter Program, Natiomal Ficld Avchery Association,
Esther Roxhighero, 31407 Qurer 1-10, Redlands, CA 92373,
900-794-2133

Limghvow Hunters Intematonal, Mel Toponce, 1953
Countrvwood Coart, Walnur Creek, CA 94398-1013, 310-
938.2721

St. Sehastian’s Renaissance Gaald, Travis Fletcher, 2200 Carbine
Court, Elverta, CA 93626, 916-991-7%5

Tradinonal Archers of California, Olivia and Robert Lawson,
6109 26th Street, Rio Linda, CA Y5673-4605, 916:991-3350

CANADA

Tradiuomal Bowhunters of British Colembia, Jim Ivanitz, 10778
Russell Road, Winfield, British Columbig, Canada, V4V
1W6, 604-766-39C1

Willow Ridee Traditional Bowhunters, Jeff Barker, 2823 Howell
Drive E., Regina, SK, Canada S4N 6Gl, 306-789-8559

Traditional Bowhunters of Manazoba, Inc., Ron Missyahir, 338
Victor Streer, Winnipeg, Manitobu, Canada R3G 1P6,
204-772-8585

Traditumal Bowhunters of New Branswsek, Gregg | Doaceree,
130 Biges Street, Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada E383
616, 506-455-2247, 506-451-952C

Traditonal Archers Associanon of Nove Scoua, Bernard A,
Clancey, 22 Chaswood Drive, Dartmouth, Nova Scotia,
Canada B2V 2E1, X02-462-0671

. .0000.00'..0.-—-‘0'-..-.-o.---?.--...

FrLsssssnvessvorrs srntnabe

e o2
S EssNitTrreenstestbestt et ettt entsr st se sttt

Please send Longbows & Recurves™ your updated local
and state club information to include in our next issue.

Quehec Longhow, Andre Lauzon, 20 4th Avenue, Pre-du-
Domaine, He-Perrot, Quebec, Canada 17V 7P2,
514-453-2589

COLORADO

Colorado Tradineomal Archer's Sociery, PO, Box 4262, Grand
Juncrion, CO 81502-4262, 970-242-4725

Naurmal Archery Association of the U.S ., Robert Balink,

I Olympic Plaza, Colorado Springs, CO 809095778,
719-578-4576

ENGLAND

Sociery for the Promotion of Traditional Archery, Hillary
Greenland, 14 Upton Road, Southville, Bristol, England BS3
1OF, 44-117-963-4197

FLORIDA

Fred Bear Sports Club, Frank Scott, 4600 S.W. 415t Blvd.,
Gamesville, FL. 32608, 332-376-241 1

Tradiional Bowhneers of Flovida, Ron Weatherman, 21936
Freeman Drive, Umarilla, FL. 32784, 352-669-5636

GEORGIA

Rohin Hond Archery Range, John Hood, 2915 Cade Circle,
Elberton, GA 30633-3733, 706-283-4878

Tradwional Bowhunters of Georma, Joey Buchanan, 4476 Debracy
Place, Tucker, GA 30084, 770-270-9424

IOWA

lowa Tradivomal Bowhenters Socieey, Jim Miller, 349 Central
Avenue, Evansdale, [A 50707, 319-232-7066

IDAHO

Tdahn Tradwional Bowhunters, Doug Chase, 4507 N. Anchor
Way, Bowse, 1D 83703-3168, 208-336-6761

ILLINOIS

Winens Tracktiomalises, Jeff Carr, Box 166, Hildago, IL 62432-
Clo6, 618-793-2005

Southern Winens Traditional Bowhunters, Larry Hughes, 174 Raock
Springs Road, Makonda, IL 62958, 615-529-2818

INDIANA

Indiana Longhow Assocation, Robert Schumake, Box 33,
Fairland, IN 46126-9303, 317-835-7239

Indizama Tradittonal Bowhunters Association, O. |. Comnett, 2810
N. Slab, Austin, IN 47102, 812-752-6264

KANSAS

Kansas Traditional Archers Associauon, Kip Hoffman, 9812 Hwy.
K177, Alta Vista, KS 66534, 913-499.6328

KENTUCKY

Beavhill Traditiomal Archers, Howard L. Rogers, General Delivery,
Hazel, KY 42049-9999, 502-492-8505

LOUISIANA

Bayeae State Bowhienters Assocation, Russell Lantier, HCLS, Box
7IH, Homer, LA 71040, 318-927-3913
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Lonastana Tradieomad Bowmen, Trov Liarent, PO, Drawer 160,
Morganzs, LA 70759, 504-694.2223

Mamy Archary Club, Bud Frey, 1104 Maple Avenoe, Many, LA,
71449, 318.256-3769

MASSACHUSETTS

St Sehastiam Archery Socwery, Tom MclDonald, 124 Lake Strcet,
Fast Wevmouth, MA Q2189, 617-335-3424, 617-335- 1769

MINNESOTA

Amenican: Archers Cowncll, James Shuberr, 205 Pleasant
Avenuoe, Park Rapads, MN 36470, 218-732.7747

Pope and Young Club, Glenn E. Hisey, POL Box 348, Chattiekd,
MN 33923, 507-867-4144

MISSOURI

Flarrock Tradimionad, Ben Gueulerte, 3244 W. Lombard,
Springticld, MO 63802, 417-863.3275

MISSISSIPPI

Missssipx Bowhumters Associanon, Max Thoows, PO, Box
16913, Hattiesbarg, MS 394046915

Missessippi Tradiomal Arvchers Assoclatom, Jerry Kattawar, 36
Abide Drive, Greenville, MS 38701, or Terry Morzan
601-226-4531

MONTANA

Traditionad Bowhunters of Montana, Cris Fannelly, 1215
Pineview, Missouk, MT 39802-3240, 406-728-6058

Professiomal Boswhumeers Socery, fim Chinn, 210 Green Acres,
Butre, MT 59701, 406-494-458Y

NORTH CAROLINA

Caroling Tradisena Archers, Dave Foulk, Route =1, Box 57-A,
Spruce Pine, NC 28777, 704-765-1701

Latle River Stickbows, Kenneth Bynd, Route 2, Box 33CA,
Linden, NC 28356, 919-893-95852

NORTH DAKOTA

Bowhsnters of Amenca, Elbert Hartwig, PO, Box 1702,
Bismarck, NI? 58302, 701-235-1631

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Chub Pond Archers, Bob Perry, PO. Box 179, New Durbam, NH
UIRFA1T79, 603-8539-4261

NEW JERSEY

United Sportsmans Assocsition of North Amenca, Skip Myers,
1 Oak Avenue, Sewell, NJ OS08C, 609-355-489]

NEVADA

Nevada Tradinonal Archers, Mitch Sowl, 4486 Center Drive,
Carson City, NV S9701.6711, 702-855-9584

NEW YORK

Traditional Archers of Southern New York, Roberto E. Granaro, |
Ganmany Place, Yonkers, NY 10710-3106, Y14-961-7 30

OHIO

Ohior Socaery of Tradittonal Archers, Hoot Gibson, 614-468-3422

OKLAHOMA

Grreen Coumpry Traditionad Archers, Don Scotr, Re. 2, Box |43,
Claremore, OK 74017, 918-342.0081

OREGON

Lost Avt Bowhioters, Al Kimery, 42626 S E Klinesmith Rowd,
Sandy, OR, 97055-9608, 503-637-3144

Saddic Mowntn Tradiwmal Archers, Bols Bingham, Re. [,
Box 6418, Astoria. OR 971039801, 503-325-9366

No

PENNSYLVANIA

Clay Lick Bowhnters, Hoot Gibson, 614-468-3422

Hockang Hills Boshsonzers, Hoot Gibson, 614-4658- 3422

Mecker Comservateom Club, Hoor Gibson, 614-468-3422

Sugay Creek Avchers, Hoor Gibson, 614-468-3422

Yeromwonds Tradinonal Bowhungers, Mike Antonace, 362 Bagdd
Rond, Leechburgh, PA 15656, 412-845-7674

Seneca Tr-State Teaditional Avchers, Bill Sisler, 314 Haaner Road,
Amity. PA 15311, 412.883-2520

UTAH

Professiomal Archers Association, Cindy Rhode, 26 Lokevies
Dirive, Stansbury Park, UT 84074-9668, 8018823517

[ tah Woad Bow Clb, D Perry, Salem, UT 54653.0479,
SO1-423-2354

VIRGINIA

Traditema! Bowhunters of Virgimia, Bob Selrzer, 7588 Woodsrown
Drive, Springticld, VA 22153-3328, 703-644-9708 or John
Ciresham, 804-445-1411

Virgtnia Tracdinuomal Bowhunteys Association, Jason Blount, PO
Box O, Farmville, VA, 23901, S04 392.6588 or Tom Lester,
S04.398.3104

WASHINGTON

Tradinonal Bowhinzers of Washmgum, Jerey Krauth, 326 DeKay
Road, Hogquiam, WA, 98550-9303, 360-532.601

Ve've Got Port Orford
Cedar Shafts Sor Vou.

¢ Parallel or Tapered Cedar Shafts
(Diameters avadable: $16°, 11/32°, 23647)

* Easton Aluminum Shafts
{Gamegetter, XX-75, & Classics )

CALL TODAY

STABL'S
ARCRERY

* Custom Arrow Building Supplies 22523 REII W,
* Broadheads & Field Points Oukwood, OM 43473
* Dacron / Nylon / Fast Flight Send SASE or

: Popular Archery Books & Videos b 5 -

Martin Recurves & Longbows Onses tnaes

. Flint Chip Archery £

Gale Wisdom 573-243-3059
261473 State Hwy O ~ Jackson MO 62755 |
‘ _ 1-800-903-5448 ~ 200 - 1030 P M ST
b Lomplete ( we Traavone! Archery Soppbes ?
Y Books. vdeos. 8 Othor wnnr:v.-q sy |

R
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Chattin’s  Custom Flemish-Spliced
Bowstrings. Bob Weslev's tavorire. In B-
50 dacron with long, night servings.
Black, white, vellow, red, and green or
any combination. To order, send bow
weight and length, recurve or longbow.
Send exact length of old string mea-
sured on the bow. $10.00 each. To Steve
Chattin, Route 2, Box
Goodview, VA 24095

| making

183A, |

Bows with experience. Bear, Wing,
Ben Pearson, Shakespeare and others,
Send long SASE for list. Ken Efaw, Box
89, R.D, =1, Waynesburg, PA, 15370.
Port Orford Cedar Shafts (Parallel or
Tapered). Arcow-building and String-
supphes.  SASE:  Stahl's
Archery, 22523 SR 613W, Oakwood,
OH 455873.

Solid Hickory Bows. From 3250, Fuu

complete ofter send $1 Cash to: Cliff |

Rhodes, 7514 Kisco Drive, Fayetteville,
NC 28303-1937.

— N.W. ONTARIO BLACK BEAR HUNTS

Soeng & Fak 57
Hant b ovee 800 3G mess Al pvee pcivo
bauts Cond B35, o sgiings & 7580% %, Moder
DAGOG Of Cuposl. BO RS
< Exc WT Dcor s Twolt -

SECOND TO NONE" RENE ands IC“"'QLA\(J(

PINE ACRES BEAR CAMP
1-800-757-2241 « (BOT) 227-2073

PO Dox 55 Dept. LA, Yomnilor Bay. Oware Carats POV 200

NGBOWS |
ECURVES.

| Cartaonist,
| 1]

| Minnesota Woods Lane,
| 32824,

|

Fishin® & Huntin’ CARTOONS hy
R. Stubler. Autographed copies of book
are available from the author for $4.95
$1.50  shipping.  Send  to:
Richard  Stubler, 211
Orlando, FL

Plll\

‘ Whalebone. Enough for 18 mnserrs, $4

including P&P. For more informarion
ring or write Rex Oakes, Woodsmoke,
Cranmore Lane, West Horsley, KT24
6BW England. Tel 01483 282246.

Lousiana traditional Bowmen

announce the Annual Sterling Harrell

3-D Tournament, April 26th and 27th,
1997, Contact: Troy ). Laurent (304)
694-2223.

Britis:h Columbia —
Wilderness
Hunt Black Bear, Grizzly, Moose,
Caribou, Goat & Wolf

“Fantastic Rainbow Fishing”
Fly in only by fioat plane.

Jim Ivanitz
Whitesail Guides and Outfitters
Wayco Aviation
10778 Russell Road
Winfield, British Columbia V4V 1W6
Ph, 250-766-3901

Golden Bear Bow Pal.

The Briginal Patented Bowstringer

Your customers want
The Onginal
I'he Finest
The Safest
Bowstringer on the Market

NATIONAL WILD
TURKEY FEDERATION

6 issues of the award-winning furkey
Call magazine. 4 1ssues of
The Caller newspaper when you join the
National Wild Turkey Federation today.
Send your $25 membership today and
receive our NWTF decal. 6 issues of
America’s Number One turkey hunters’
magazine, 4 issues of the newspaper
filled with state and local chapter news
and a section for JAKES. At the same
time, you'll be supporting the vital
research and management efforts
of the nonprofit
National Wild Turkey Federation.

1 Full Voting Member $25
] Sponsor Member $200
[ Payment Enclosed
Charge my

[ MasterCard

[ visA

Card#

Exp. Date

Signature (if charge)
PLEASE PRINT
Name

Address
City
State

e
Phone #

Make checks payable to:
National Wild Turkey Federation
P.O. Box 530

Edgefield, South Carolina 29824
Telephone: 803-637-3106

Annual membership in the NWTF is $25,
of which $10 is for subscriptions o
Turkey Cali, and The Caller. Single copy
price for either pubkcation is $3.50. Dues
in excess of $10, and all contributions,
are deemed to have been made to a
qualifying 501 {c) (3) organization and

3031 East Avenue R-12 /o F Don Linde
As featured on The North Am. Sportsman Palmdale, CA 93550 Ph: 805-347-0239 may be deductible on your tax retums.
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Role Models

An interesting
Storler Archery’s lerry Dishion

note  from

ot Cogville, Oregon rells of how
his first inrerest in bowhunting

was pricked as an eleven-year-old
back in the late 1940s, This note
also reminds us of the different

Add

kind of role models young boys had

then, compared to what they have

today. Howard Hill had come to his

school in Calitornia to put on an
exhibition with the bow and arrow
which thoroughly impressed him,
Jerry wrote, Not long after, he also saw
Hill's “Tembo™ abour the acclaimed
African hunting trip in which Hill
downed an elephant with a bow and
arrow. "I talked my dad into buving me a

WV VP

longbow and some arrows just like
Howard Hill's,” Jerry wrote. | stalked the

riverbed by our home every rime | got the

chance and when I was in the brush |
WAS Howard Hill sneaking through the
wilds of Africa with only my rrusty bow and arrows to protect me from :
the ferocious beasts that lie in wait for an unsuspecting soul to pass

—
—

within striking distance of their razor-like claws and teeth.”

—
—

~—

—_—

From the Field i
From the Field is your chance 1o share a favorite howhunting anecdote, a personal nsight into =
kowhunting, an interesting photograph, or whatever else stnkes vou our in the field. | <‘ .

Longbows & Recurves™ will pay ten dollars for published anecdotes and/or photographs. Send s =

to: From the Field, Longbows & Recurves™, 1828 Proper St., Corinth, Mississippi 38834,
Happy hunting and stay in touch!

]

i MIA.A
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Great Guides

Danny Franks (photo ar night) and Robert
Shackleford from Savannah, Tennessee, along
with guide Sidney Monrgzomery, were on their
way by jeep to the deer stand on the second
dav of their Thanksgiving bunt at Willow
Point South in Vicksburg, Mississippi. The
weather was terrible, and the deer were
beginning to move. Robert, riding in the
back. just mentioned that the guides at
Willow Point were great and would “put
the deer nghr in your lap.” Riding down a
logeing trail, the jeep was forced to stop
swddenly when from out of nowhere, a
doe jumped nght into the front sem,
landing in Danny’s Lip. We agree. Those
Willow Point guides are really somerhing!

Opening Day
Opening Day of a hunting trip is sometimes enough to make a strong man cry. Hunring with “Hatfield,”
his sixty-eight pound rakedown recurve, Mike Kuhin, of St. Petersburg, Florida, won't let Opening Day, or
any other day, make him cry "uncle,” however. Following is his tale of a recent Opening Day: “After cup
of what Larry (my hunting partner) swore was coffee, we were ready to start our hunt... | somehow talked
Larry into helping me carry a twelve foot long, two by ten into the woixds ro my secret hunting spot. |
needed the board to cross a raging creek o an island thar grew deer bigeer than mortal men ever dreamed.
Atter carrying the board about three hundred vards, Larry mentioned that the trail to our right looked o
lot Tike the main road. T assured him | knew exactly where we were, then told him we needed to tum 180
degrees and go three hundred yards and start over again (Woods-1, Mike-0). When we finally got to the
creck | broke our into a dance 1o celebrate that the shand was still cue off by the eight toor wide dark water.
Betore my dance was complere, a turkey spooked from the far bank and took off (Woods-2, Mike-0).
When we reached the creek, however, | was shocked 1o see it was only six
inches deep (Woods-3, Mike-0), and Larry called me an idiot. The
evening hunt went no better with only one squirrel and rwo squirrely

= SN
.Y \‘\\\\\ N o

SN

bowhunters spatted.” After cight similarly frustrating days, Kuhn
reports, he was hack in his rree stand the following weekend and was

able to “blow a chance at a trophy eight-point buck

"
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Arrow at Nock
by Donald L. Patterson

|~.u and was comfartable. The strong arms of the mother oak enfolded me in

her arms and the thick moss carpering of her houghs offered me o cushion thaat
technology could not improve upon,
| sar and warched. The binds lyine south had run inro the ranbosw, shattermg sts col
ors which had sertded upon the lTeaves of the forest spread before me. Autumn had come,
The equinox had fulfilled its tisk and nature’s creatures were serving its agenda. Squirrels were
besy storing away nuts. Deer were transforming vegetative mast into winter coats. Spider lilies
were desperately reaching their tentacles further towand the sky, The loblollies were dropping their
excess weight, healing with pine pitch the sores where the dead branches had hung
| sat with my bow across my l.l;'. It e lived with me for SUArS, ASSUmMIng my pern iy, The
scars marrmy its hinash are not so much ndications of its limitatons as they are boundanes measuring
s abilittes. Ir does not function despite its mmperfections; it functions as a result of them. I have come to
know its abilities and respect them for thesr worth, | do notask of it thar which it cannor do
[ <t warh arrow at nock. Would i flv true? So many considerations: Was my decision 10 opt
for a ditterent flerching this year well-founded ! Was the spine consistent or aberrant from the athe
ers in the quiver! In the pussion of the moment would | pinch the senng, over-roll the serv-
ing, or throw the bow! Ultimately, none of these s of great import. The difterence »
stnple: either the arrow thes true or | make excuses.
| savand smiled. Rising had been dark, ver illumimating, tor the
pre-Jdawn <ky was filled with stars, and the kerosene in the lantem
released its magic at the touch of the match. A tresh pot of /
caotfee’s responsibility was well-fulfilled. The hiacon /
wass fried just crisp enough. [t broke at the bite, £7
yer was chewy on the rebound. And the 4P
|‘|.~U|Ils. oh the biscutes. Juist ke
vour mama’s. All i all, hie

was just night g I s
4 ad reflected,
B Yes, the world

changes constantly
SCAsOns cycle. In
man’s  world, relation:
ships are alterad, Childeen
STOW ’.Il‘. never \i"\\f\. \\'\\

< challenging faces come as old

242, comforting faces go. New wiys of liv.
¢ ,‘.'9; ng out our valoes wait 1o be discovered
Friendships pursued lead o even maore
fricndships, Day by day, we learn to adapr in
order 1o fulfill our ordained purpose in a chang
ing world. The lynic betore me was quite clear and
simple, s the lyric of lifes Listeming well means the
Jdifference between purposeful living and no purpose at
all. Listenung apprecatively brings satistaction in the jour-
ney. Sunply hstening makes the bunt,

Wstronon by Care W Stanley

4 | sat. This s why | came.
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BIG GAME GUIDES

101 WEST RAILROAD AVE.

& OUTFITTERS

WHITETAIL ELK MULE DEER ANTELOPE LION BEAR TURKEY WATERFOWL

FOR SEASON DATES, INFORMATION AND A COPY OF OUR 1996 COLOR
ANDY DYESS, TOLL FREE AT 1-(800)-814-4117

CATALOG, CONTACT:

wan A re,
\‘\6‘5‘ "e,:‘

39157

RIDGELAND, MS.

Qutititters ﬂ

Q! HUNTING
j- CONSULTANTS

" What will t turkev huntmg be llke in another 25 or 30 years?
Will conservationists’ voices be heard? Will the wild turkev’s? ‘

The next generation holds the key.

The retum of the wild wirkey across America has enabled

' sportsmen i torty-mine states 10 marvel at the I\-;um and splen-
dor of this great game bird. This heritage must be passed on 10
future generations 1o enjoy. Help us by enlisting vour son or
danghter in the NWTE vouth program. JAKES (Juniors Acquiring
Knowledge, Ethics, and Sportsmanship )

Ihe special youth membership was developed for those sey
enteen years old and under. For just five dollars, they will recerve
tour issues of The Caller, the official NWTE newspaper, featuring
a special section 1or JAKES members.

Membership i the JAKES program helps to ensure that your
son or daughter will enjoy a litetime commitment 1o wildlife con-
servation. Sign them up now. We must involve the youth of
Amernica in this important conservation effort,

" NATIONAL WILD TURKEY FEERATION

A) avh w,

AMERICAS YOUTH - WORKING FUR THE WILD TURKEY

Muil & cheek tor 55 to

17 vears old and under

National Wild Turkey Federation’s

JAKES PROGRAM

Humors Acguinng Kunowledge. Ethws and Sportsiansiup)
< Yes, please enroll this voung person as i JAKES member amd
send @ membership card, decal. patch. and four 1ssues of The ¢
Caller pewsleter

Nume =

Address

Ciy State Zip
Sponsared by

Address it different from above

National Wild Turkev Federation
PO Box 530, Edgelickd, SC 29824
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