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Phatogroph by Claire W. Ssanley.

JETTER

Premiere Flight

just returned from a weekend out in the woads with my son and my how, and
| realize again how tortunare L am to have a hobby that my enore family can
enjoy together. With so much emphasis today on *having and gecting,” it is
refreshang to have a recreation as satistying as archery, bowhunring, and
camping m the outdoors,

That is the premise of LONGEOWS & RECURVES ™ and the reason it has been
established. Each issue we hope to bring the same saristaction in reading abowt
this great sport as vou ger from actually pulling the bowstring.

One of our regular columns will be “Southern Review,” which brings
bowhunting news from around the South. As bowhunters, we listen to the wis-
dom ot elders, glean what is usetul, and obey the laws, but we like to do things our
way. Responsibilities come with this freedom: encouraging voung archers, sup-
porting all aspects and torms of archery so that we will have a voice in the leg-
islative process, and voting, Othenwise, we have no night to complam when
questionable Liws are passed.

Boh Wesley, i his regular column, shares some of his insights about life in
“From the Whisperin' Pines,” while my wife, Clatre, gives some weas for delicious
meals i her *Wild Game Recipes.”

Thas issue, Jerryv Hill, a seasoned bowver and hunter, rells us in “Inside...
more about his great-uncle, Howard Hill, considered by many to be the world's
preatest archer.

Don Francors writes “Living Arrows” about the relationship between a father
and son and the part thae bowhunting has plaved i Rherts road to manhood.
The very tabric of our society depends on the strength of the family, and while we
alone cannot change the culture, we can certainly ger our own houses in order.

In “Pigs in Paradise,” Matt Schuster puts into words the excitement of hunt-
ng wild boars with triends in Paradise, his south Georgra huneing club, while Sam
Fadala examines o small but usetul part of archery tackle in his article, *Glove or
Tab? Which is for You!" We like a lietle fiction thrown in as leavening and hope
you will enjoy “The Bows of Hiawatha”

This publication gives me the opportunity to talk o some very genuine peo-
ple who love the bow and arrow, the camaraderie, and the journey thar life holds
tor us. Paul Sparks, Wally Renner, and Vince Guidroz are some of those people
and have made my lite a lirrle more enjoyable the past tew months. | look torward
to meeting many of our readers.

Enjoy the magazme and pass it along 1o a friend.

.

e

Michael K. Stanley
Editor
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TRADITIONAL BOWHUNTING AT ITS BEST

Winter 1996-97 Volume 1, Number 1

12
LIVING ARROWS

Parents must realize when a child is ready tor
archery and be ready too, by Don Francois

16
BOWHUNTING, COON
HUNTING DON'T MIX

When the coon dogs show up the bowhunter
may have a problem. by Tom Hoar

18
EQUIPPING FOR TRADITION

Straight shooting gives the “how-to” tor beginning
tradivionalists, by Tony Kinton

24
DUFF: KING OF TRAIL DOGS

Meer Duff, a one-ot-a-kind trail dog, and his friend and
owner, Jim McCrory of
Mississippi, by Bob Wesley

26
TRADITIONAL SHOOTING AND
WOODEN ARROWS

The rraditional archer does not have 1o give up
shoanng wooden arrows when he knows the facts.
by Dian Quallian and Don Stokes

AR T2 o

SR ETFTT L
Phatogroph by Ernie Seneco

FRONT COVER

Without question, romance surrounds a
day afield when traditional archery

equipment is involved.

Photograph by Tony Kinton,
PREMIERE ISSUE LONGBOWS & RECURVES™
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30
GLOVE OR TAB? WHICH IS
FOR YOU?

Finger-coverings may be vital to bowhunting suc-
cess. Here is a helptul discussion of choices offered
for today's traditional archer. by Sam Fadala

36
THE RECURVE MAKER

For one Mississippr man, a father's gift of the love
of tradivional archery bums brighter every year,
taking physical form in the beautitul bows he
makes. by Tom Hoar

41
PIGS IN PARADISE

[t hias been said thar the only bad thing about pig hunting is that you might end
up with a dead pig. A true story for boar bowhunters. .. and other traditional
archers, by Matt Schuster

44
INSIDE... HOWARD HILL'S
CHILDHOOD DREAM

The great-nephew of archery great Howard Hill
writes about the culmination of Hill’s childhood
dream of hunting an elephant with a bow and

arrow. by Jerry Hill

355
THE BOWS OF HIAWATHA

Fiction, hased on Henry Wadsworth Longtellow's
“Hiawatha and the Pearl-Feather,”
by James Coal Tram Walker

58
HUNTING WEAR
FOR THE SOUTH

A professional bowhuonter discusses clothing choices

"2

tor the Sourh’s wide range of weather condinons. by Paul Bnmner R"
. )|
|
e
DEPARTMENTS e
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1 Editor's Letter 48  From the Field . & S

9  From the Whisperin® Pines 63  Classifieds

10 Southern Review 64 A Parting Shot

11 Wild Game Recipes
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To the Editor:

While arrencling the 16th Annual
Howard  Hill - World  Longbow
Championship  (June  21-23)  n
Wilsonville, Alabama, 1 was tortunate
encuch to have a very sweer Ly, con-
nected with your magazing, in my
shooting group on Sunday... When |
heard the name of your magazine, | was
immediarely mterested. Please sign me
up!

| enjoy shooting longbows and
recurves, of which | have several, but
never enough! Although | have varied
nterests, | only subscribe to o few mag-
azines. Longbows & Recurves sounds
like a magazine for..,

[ look forward 1o receving and
enjoving a4 copy of vour magazine. It
the contents are as g_'uu\l as the llllt.’. |
look forward to enjoving a long-term
relationship with your magazine.

When | mitially entered archery in

1951, the compound was the leader of

archery (at least for the majority of
archers), Thanks 1o Dan Quillian of
Archery Tradinons, T was introduced 1o
the longhow and recurve in August of
1989, Ever since that day, 1 have been
“hooked!™ Within a vear, | bought o
longkow and sold my two compound
}‘\ WS I Ilﬂ\'f not *}“\t al ‘“""l “”\ll since
that time but have purchased tradition-
al archery equipment (several longhows
and recurves), My current favornire s a
lammated Osage Orange  longhow
(sixty-six inches in length, cighty-one
pound ar rwenry-cight inches) by 1]
Harper of Phoenix, Arizona. This bow
is incredibly fast and quiet without any
hand shock (Jespite the draw weighr).

| love traditional archery! Long
live Longhows & Recurves!
Sincerely,

Tom McBrayer, Alabaster, AL

To the Editor:

{Regarding Longhows & Recurves'
cartoon B.2aR.

This letter is to serve notice that
Jeff Curtis is truly “bizarre.”

sometimes, it (takes) a tew

moments to get the meaning. More
often, the cartoon (stavs} in vour head
for an eternity. | still chuckle to myself
about some of my favorite B.ZAR's.

Jeft's style 1s akin to, and maybe a
cross between *(The) Far Side” and
ATIUOS

Getting to know Jeff over the past

B.zARr

few years | have found him to be quite
anice, sensible and caring person. Buif
vou only know him through his car-
toons, you may wonder, “what type of
weird bird thinks of stuff such as this?

| hughly recommend Jeff's work on
the grounds thar he has made my oftice
staff and me chuckle on a regular basis.

Here's hoping he makes you
chuckle or laugh your tail off.

Sincerely,

Rupert Howell,

Editor{Preblisher, The Panolian

Batesuille, MS

To the Editor:

Sounds good! Count me in! | look
torward to getting the premiere issue.
Jim Pitts, Athens, GA %

BY JerF CurTS

LONGBOWS & RECURVES™
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When not chasing various
crtters  throughour  his
home state of Georgia, Matt
Schuster works as an inde-
pendent manufacturer’s rep
in the sporting goods indus-
try. He is active in The
Professional  Bowhunters
Sociery and is editor of the

Traditional Bowhunters of

Creorgia magazine.

Don Francois hunts, fishes,
and writes from his home in
Morganza, Louisiana. He
belongs to several bowhunt-
ing and conservation organi-
zanons and s a volunteer
safery instrucror with the

Louwisiana  Department  of
Wildlife and Fisheries.

Bob Wesley, one of the best
known archers in the South,
has an achievemenr hst as
long as his bow. Achieve-
ments include winning nicle
to the 1982 Howard Hill
Longbow  World Champi-
onship and shooting as a
ream member of the 1978
American Longhow  Team
which won the Nanonal
Bowhunt in Wyoming. Bob
has been recognized by a
number of organizations,
including the Mississippi
Senate m 1952 for his impor-
tant contributions to archery,
He was inducted into the
Mississippi Bowhunter's
Hall of Fame in 1989, He
now owns the Whispering
Pines  Archery Camp in
Poplarville, Mississippi.

O
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Wayne Hoffman, ak.a.
“Biggie,” of Gray, Georgia,
is a well-known bowhunting
advocate who has written
for a number of bowhunting
publications. He s past
president of the Tradinional
Bowhunters of Georgia and
is currently  serving  as
council member of the
Professional Bowhunters

Society.

With a current obsession of
chasing spring gobblers, Tom
Hoar of Oxford, Mississippi,
is, to say the least, an avid
bowhunter. His inrenrions
for this fall are clear since in
his pursuit of spring gobblers
last April he found both
sheds of a 130-class buck on
public land near his home.

Professional archer Jerry
Hill, owner and operator of
lerry Hill Longbow Compa-
ny, came into archery natu-
rally since his great-uncle
was the world famous
Howard Hill. Jerry's archery
expertise has been uvsed in
archery  films, television
commercials and shows, and
stage and lecture presenta-
tions. His annual Howard
Hill World Longbow and
Recurve Championship has
been held each spring for
sixteen years in Wilsonville,
Alabama.

ISSUE

LonGeows & RECURVES™
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James Coal Train Walker
is the psendonymn for a
well-known  rraditional
archerf/writer.

Sam Fadala, o full-time
writer for over 18 vears and
the author of twenty-two
hooks, has had a love of
the out-of-doors since he
was a child, His writing
covers: a wide spectrum
trom  blackpowder pun-
smithing  to centerfire
shooting, bowhunting, and
camping.

Paul Brunner started bow-
hunting at fourteen vears of
age and since then he has
hunted  many  different
species of animals all over
the world for thirty-nine
vears, Brunner s a senior
member of the Pope &
Young Club and a lite mem-
ber of the Professional
Bowhunters Society, He has
written two books and is a
speaker for clinics and semi-
nars in North Amenca.

An outdoorsman extraordi-
natre, Don  Stokes  has
bowhunted for more than
thirty vears. He 1s an expert
in wood propertics, with
more  than  twenty  vears
experience  in research,
development, and quality
control of wood  products.
Don  and  his  brother.
Bill, founded Tallahatchie
Woadworks in Ripley, Mis-
sissippi 1o manufacture the
Superceder arrow shaft.

A veteran of more than
twenty years as an outdoor
writer, Tony Kinton has
approximately two thousand
articles published in stare,
regional, and narional maga-
zines. He s the author of
three books. His larest, Qut-
side and Other Reflections,

1s “a romance of the our-of-
doors,” he says, Kinton has
hunted extensively in four-
teen states ond three Cana-
dian Provinces, He lives in a
quiet, rural setting of central
Mississippi, and savs he is “a
hopeless romantic who loves
sunsets and sunrises and
aurumn leaves and old dogs
and young children!”

Dan Quillian designs hows
and archery  equipment
based on nearly fifty vears of
hands-on experience. He s
an outdoor writer, an expert
in wildlite ecology, and a
hunter who has taken over
one hundred bigegame ani-
mitls with the bow. Dan lives
in Arthens, Georgin where
he acts as sales manager for

Tallahatchie Woodworks.

B.ZARE 15 a character creat-
ed by cartoonust Jeff Curtis
of Batesville, Mississippi.
Jett has been developing
this character for about
cight years,

For over 30 vears, Richard
Stubler’s  cartoons  have
praced  hundreds of maga-
zmes. His cartoons prove his
deep fove and understanding
of the outdoors and they are
regularly published in over
15 nanonally  distributed
huntng and fishing maga-

IInes.

|
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Experience the Magic

A livelyawo day workshop designed (o enhance your enjoyment of
traditional archery

* Scenic Southern setting.

« One-onrone professional instruction by 4 forty year veteran
on a private 3-D range; form, aiming, learming the perfect
pracuce session

» Pre and post camp video crtique

= Learn to make those shots from tree stands, 1o win at 3-0 shoots,
and to make moving shots

} % WPAC = For a free brochure, (Onld(r
Bob Weskey has been in archeyy for over forty years Bob Wesley /
He < a former president. of the Mississippl Archery 348 Holliday Drm i

ation, has served on the bood of -
directons for the Missssippl Bowhurers Pop'arvi"e' "s gm& L
M Association, hoids many state ndes, and 2 Wiz i
Tl i 1982 Howard Hilt World Archery Phone (60 1 ’ J

B Champronship. He received persanal ! b
putruchon fram Mr Howard Hal. Bob
s Anducted It e Missssion
N fowhunters Had of Fame in 1989

~

Traditionally speaking, its the perfect
magazine for yourself or a friend.

Longbows & Recurves™, the new traditional bowhuntmg magazme of the South.
Pnlh wd guarterly m the fall, winter, atwd summer, LONGBOWS & RECURVES™ gives

ITCTRLS l.n est infonmation about So «.||x\ m lu-.-.mr tin

s veu acguaimied ‘.\lfl' sone

. . t the South’s best bowyers and bowhunrers, and l:n';'v\ your schedule sernghn with dates of

PREMIERE ISSUE ; \ ¢ g : B |
upcoming Southern shoots, Enfoy cquipment articles, first person hunt stones, Southern shoot

photographs and anecdotes, and some of the tinest hunting fiction published i ourdoor magazines
Loncroms & RECURVES™ focuses on the South for all you Suthern enwditional archery

enthusiasts. For those vutside the Soanh, Lo

ws & RECURVES™ mtroduces vou 1o soane

t the best bowmakinge and R nnting .|n-,u|::
The publishes af LoxGeows & RECURVES™ invites you to become part of a new trhition

Subscnibe for a friend. Subscnbe for yourselt 2
R BN e P P s N P I B L SR L P NG I IL RO 1 28

Order Form [piease pnnt;  SLbRCrphGN Rates [ Teck onel i

US . Landes. G |
Name Qoneyear  Wawen 51580 $24.00 $30.00
. ; QAowoyears  Sauc $3100 4600 5800
Wild Cam Address Qtvee yeaey 1 Zam $45.00 $87.00 $84.00

Recipes
City, State. Zip

SPECIAL! t 1
I »_|l|\“!ll~'lL‘ : Phone Number E

Cruide "7
Sernd check or money order (US Tunds ondy) 1o

Lonqbows & Recurves™ » 1828 Proper Street # Corinth n\AISS!SSlppl 38834-5134

O, call witn your Mastercardd or Vise number ready ot 601 2875003
Alloww foLr 1o six weeks for delivery
8 PREMIERE ISSUE LonGeows & ReCURVES™
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PINES by Bob Wesley
Shoot l'rudmonally for Stress Relief

it e is there about o tra-
dittonal approach to shoonng
the knghow that seems
calm the spon and brings o warm iner
olow of pranfcation to the bowman!
Pethaps its your sleek, unencumberad
longbow and the cowhide quiver filled
with arrows you made yoursell. Quire
possibly, this terum 1o the basics s an
mnet revolt agonst this modem age of
plastics, computers, and the pressurized
push of society 1o be the tirst, the fastese,
the best. O, just mavhe, it's the mner
senetic make up of us all o have a linle
It of Robin Hood inus
There's nodoubs that vou're joming
people from all hackgeounds and all pans
o the world in re-dhscovering the mingic
of the simple recurve and longbow. In
the compound bow age of archery, you
Jdon't teel the pull of a bowstring on your
fogers, engoy the acomatic smell of tresh
cut cedar from hand cratted arrows, o
actually see the arrow vou shot, trom the
time 1t leaves the bow to the time it

ﬂwv s

clse interested, o pro-
fessional traditonal
INSIIUCTOT 18 mpor-
tant, He will proba-
bly encourage you o
selecr o bow with @
draw weight that
comfortable for you
and plesant o han-
dle. The holding weight of a well-con-
forty  pound  draw
longbow or recurve tirs the averare male

structed weight
and o twenty pound draw weight fits the
temale. Even the experienced bowman
neads such a bow in his arsenal to keep
from strining his posture when working
on the correct Basics of shooting form,
Longhow tekhition doesn't mean
vou Jdon't use any modem technology
The professional mradional  mstructor
will probably use slow motion and stop
action viden photography o help you
undenstand what correct shooting torm
really is. He will film vou trom four dif-
terent angles to identify your weaknesses
and assist you i estab-

strikes the tanget
no companson berween o
low-lerched cedar arrow
whistling down throueh o
shady glen 10 make «
resounding whack as it
lands on target and the
ghtter of the compound,
People say thar teaditonal
.mhvl\

the bowman’s eftort in

TEIIres S0%  of

“The archer begins
to become the
bowman when that

special feeling of e,
confidence and
inner gratification
begins to enhance
his shooting style.”

lishing the comrect fomm.
Hand position on the
bow, loternl bow arm
clbow, low bow <houl
positton of  the
Jewn arrow sathat s
full length s directly
under  the  domimant
shoottng eye, and posi-

tive anchor with most of

actual .t[‘[‘il«.i skill: the
compound approach replaces this with

performance on the part of the
cquipment.

As Ponsure you know, however, tra-
dittonal archery indicates simplicity, but
not simplencss. I vou're having some
problems or wantng o et someone

LONGBOWS & RECURVES'™

PREMIERE

the holding weight car-
ried by the muscles of the hack are all
important parts of the correcr shooting
form for the tradimonal bowman.
Instruction in the correct shooting
form is essential 1o achieve the consis-
tency necessary  before developing a
method of aming the arrow. Once the

1ISSUE

bowman  groves-in his
torm amd i seems o
toke over without con.
cttort, then a
method of aiming will
gradually seep into the
bowman's make-up,
Most traditional bow-

sCious

men prefer the feeling
of freedom that instinctive amming gives
them since this seems 1o enhance the
wnse of freedom thae complements the
taditional shooting style. The archer
begms o become the bowman when
that special feeling of confidence and
inner gratthcation begins to enhance his
shooting style

As o beginner or “old"
TIEAN, YOU Wnt [o parncipate m a tradi-
rraditional

lomehow -
tonal rendesvous. Some
shoots that you should not miss are the
Sterling Hanel Memoral the kst week
in April in Lowsiana, the Lotun
Nationals at Grenada, Misssssippi the
May, and the Hill
Championships the thind weekend of
June m Alabama. Plan to have a gond
time ot these shoots, where the partict-

first weekemd in

pants plice the emphasis on fun, rather
than toumament scores or trophaes,

For a real Sherwood Forest adven-
ture, pick up that sleek, unencombered
longbow, put on your shoulder quiver,
andd strike our across @ wooded field or
stroll along o woodland stream with
o] friend or even alone The center of
a decaying stump or a clod of dirt on the
creck bank makes for a suitable mark
Perhaps the torest glen and the absence
of wormes about anvthing except you
andd vour <kill as o bowman 1s the medi-
cine your soul needs to relieve the stress
of a modem rechnologcal workd, %

9
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any interesting things are happening these days with

readitional archery and bowhunting in general, espe-
cially in the South.

Especially important is that Louisiana howhunters will
enjoy an extended season. Bow season tor deer in Lowstana has
eraditionally opened October Tst statewide and extended until
the end of zun season which is mid-January in most areas, but
will now extend to January 31, 1997,

Two vears aga the Bavou State Bowhunters Associarion
(B.S.B.AL) hewan working to extend the bow season starewide
so that it would reach hevond the close of gun season. The steps
and sequence followed by the BS.B.A. is noteworthy shoukd
vour own organization wish to petition for changes in the hunt-
ing regulations m your state.

First, the BS.BA. contacted the state biologist in charge
of deer management and discussed the impact of a nud-winter
extension of the archery season on deer populations. Members
spoke candidly and told the biologist that if the impact of such
an extension would be detrimental to state deer herds, they
woukl foreer the wea. The bologist, however, gave the go-
ahead 1o pursue an extension,

They then met with the chief of the Lousiana Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, They asked for and received his
approval betore proceeding further,

Next, they wrote up i resolution to present ar the meeting
of the Loustana Wildhife Federation and worked hard 1o ger it
passed. The hacking of the Wildlite Federation meant support
from other sport groups besides just bowhunters.

The next step was presenting the plan to the Louistana
Willlite Commission, the people who set Loustana’s hunting
wasons. The BS.BA. collecred information from other south-
ern states regarding scasons and deer harvests which they pre-
senred as justification for the extra davs of bow season. They
made sure that the BEBAL was represented ar public hearings
and thar Commission members received  well-documented
material supporting the change. They also asked Association
members o wnite to the Commussion and express support for
the extension

The Commission gave preliminary approval, so this year
archery season will open statewide on Ocrober Ist and remain
open until January 31t of 1997,

Another change i favor of bowhunters s i Florida.
Beginning Apnil 1, 1996, Flondians can bow-fish at night year
round. This should increase the opportunities for people who
like ro do their fishing with a different kind of “stick and a
SN

In the furure, 1t may
be possible o do some-
thing in Arkansas that
no bowhunter has done
there for probably hun-
dreds of years, that is, set-
tmg up for a shot at an
Arkansas wapin. In cen-
turies past, elk lived in
much of what twday s
el L the southern and eastermn
United States, but unfortunately, they disappeared from south-
ern environs along with the bison and prairie chickens that had
also inhabited the region.

Between 1981 and 1985, Arkansas gor a core herd of 112
surplus elk, mostly from Colorado, which were released on pub-
lic land near the Buffaks River in the northern part of the state.
Over the yeans, the herd has increased o about 350 animals
according to Mike Cartwright, elk expert with the Arkansas
Game and Fish Commission. Mike said surveys are being con-
ducred to determine public reaction 1o a limited hunting season
for the Arkansas elk herd. It will probably be a tew years before
thev reach a decision about the season, according to Mike, and
if there is one, it will be very limited and probably done by lot-
tery drawing. A tip of the har to Arkansas for their efforts.

Aftera long time and a lot of effort by vanious sport groups,
every state now has a law which basically makes it illegal to
interfere with or harass hunters who are legally participating in
hunring activities during an open game season.

This 1s welcome news, however it concerns me that sociery
has to come to the point where Laws must be enacted o protect
people engaged in legal activities. This shoulkd make us aware
that we cannot take anvthing for granted, not even the henage
of hunting in our country . This heritage should be cherished
and protected just as carefully as a fine old bow or anything of
great value which could never be replaced if lost ar stolen,

Finally, if something is happening in your communiry or
your stare that howhunters need 1o know about, please write to
the address below and tell us abour it For example, we want to
know about changes in hunting regulations, what your club or
arganization 1 Jdoing to promote traditional archery or
bowhunring, and any openings of new public hunting lands

avatlable o bowhunters, %

Editn's Note: Yose can write w0 Don Francols at 1032 Crocher Sereet,
Maorzanze, LA 70759
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RE IPES by Claire W. Stanley

t you are like my friends and me, there are some strange “criteers and varmints”
in our freezer, We, as [\L'q\'l\ aof the kitchen, have several choices in address-
ing this “freczer filler”™
(1) We can chunk them, heaven forbid,
(2) We can pretend they are not there or,
(3) We can address the sssue head on and try some marveloos recipes.
Not only would this help our food budeer bur we would be constructively
dealing with the “critter and varmine” issue, Here are some SUZgeSHONs to start
with.... If any of you have some recipes you would Tike 1o submit we would love

to see them. Send them o the address below.

Take out and wash., 4 T. butter

Place roast in crock pot, (saltand pepper to taste) 1 2-1/2 vz jar mushrooms, chopped
172 borrle of BBQ sauce 3 green onions, thinly shiced
You can cut up onion or pepper if needed 1/8 t. thyme
Let cook on low tor 10 hours. 2 T, browned tlour
Makes goud BBQ sundwiches. 1/2 C. hot consomme
i
2 T. catsup
3/4 C. red wine

Te‘n'derl(nn' |}.A.\||..| ayenne pepper (or to taste)

: 12 (. oree o8, < e
Shice tenderloin in 34 inch thickness 172 C.ogreen olives, chopped
Use meat-cleaver to tendenize, Pue tenderlom in milk
nd | egw solution Melt butter and saure mushrooms, onions, and thyme
o . - ) . ’ i C NS
Flour and pepper in bag and shake. tor 2 munures. Stir in browned flour, seir in consomme mixed

Cook like chicken i grease with lid on. (medflow) with catsup, Mix well. Add wine gradually. When hot and
1) b URU 1 2re v I on, il

b did cayvenne an N, St ' thick.
D Bot over cook. 10 fintes oo enschside. Take lid ot bubbling add cayenne and olives, Str and cook unul thick

Turn temperature up to ger crisp. Gaod wath any type of zame

nison Marinade

Cover venison in water in pan.

4 100 5 T. salt m water,

1/2 v, minced garlic
1/3 C. vinegar
P =" et venison ser over night in refrigerator.
an “ . 1

We'd love to hear from you. If you would like to submit a recipe,
please send it to: Claive W. Stanley, LONGBOWS & RECURVES™,
1828 Proper Street, Corinth, MS 38834-5134
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LIVING
ARROWS

by Don Francois

ibran in this poetic line certainly points out the
awesome responsibility in rearing a child. The
analogy has even greater significance to the parent
who is an archer since an archer knows the effort and con-
centration required to send an arrow on a true course. An
archer also knows all of the things that can go wrong. The
sport of archery has taught me a great deal abour being a
parent; it teaches when to instruct, when to take advantage

of a situation, and when to let go.

In the pre-dawn darkness of an October moming of my son Rhett's thirteenth
vear. | settled him into a tree stand with his bow and | realized the arrival of that
time— time to let the “arrow” go.

As 1 walked away from him toward my own stand, last minute doubts arose
Mv only son was alone, twelve feet up in a tree in the dark woods with a bow and
four lerhal, razor-tipped arrows. | knew, however, that the time had come for him
tor do this; e was raking another step on the path toward becoming a young man
and a hunter.

I have learned that a child growing up in a home where hunting is important
will likely show an interest in leaming more aboat it and gradually begin partici-
pating in different phases of the endeavor. It may begin with just wanting to blow
on Dad’s grunt rube or asking questions about the game brought home, but if that
spark of mrerest is recogmized and encouraged, it can eventually grow into a life-
long avocation and a source of grear |\-r~nn.v| contentment.

During the course of development there will come a time when the young:-
ster is ready 1o eo afield as a hunter, not just as an observer or tag-along. That
point in a person’s growth is not a chronological absolute, but rather when he or
<he reaches a stage where physical ability, judgment, skill, and selt-discipline are

wlequate to the task of hunting with a weapon capable of humanely taking a game

12 PREMIERE ISSUE
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mimal. Unfortanately, some peaple go
lln.vn:;h life withour ever achieving
ax b a level of masturniny

Rhett was lucky wo grow up m a
tamily where huntmg-— especially deer

hunnne I TOE just o pastime, bat a

passion, His uncles and grandfarher
lave o wealth of experience

nd |

Twenis

Y |'ll \l(l'l ".IIIITII w

v "\xh Mo Kk
vears. Lonversation al -
Iy gatherings often tums to
some aspect of the sport and
Many a pPre-season \\mL\ILI
will find s i the woods

scoutng, roads, or

planting tood plots. Even as

hixing

o hierle boy, Rhere was adwivs
AN Cager companon when
we ventured mro the hand
wood bottom Linds near ow
Loustng home. As he grew
obder he sharad a deer stand
with me or with his gramdta
ther during wun season, He
‘( ull,\‘l N I!(\ l}\ (14 rl.\ 'Xllll\[('l’

Joes

while honting and even it a

not always see deer
Jeer s sighited, a <hot is not
tways possible or appropa-
1

At this time in Rhett's
hite, | was stnctls o fincarm
hunter, but one of his uncles
wis ant avid bowhunter with

a compound bow s well as

W |V|\ 1 !‘ " ;_:"1 "W

A woment
on bowhunting inclided i
1 hunter adleny
offered by the Lowstana

Deparmment of Wikdhte and

Fisheries and his uncle's love

COrse

tor the sport got Rhett inter
ested i hunting with o bow
ind arrow, | purchised 2
starter bow tor him and he
md b uncle spemt hours
topether sho INZ ATOWS it

Brgers ¢t up n Ilw back-

vand. As l{}nl! wits adready
i the Boy Scouts, he
expanded  his newtound

interest m bows and camed

14 T PREMIERE

the merit l*.nln:r mn irchery,

H(‘ S LU Ll\ OUrurew |n~ sttt b W,
sov his umcle accompanied him to a pro-
shop where he purchased @ bow thar
caercetly hir his size and strengeh, Rherr
wis more intngued with the gadgers and

perfomunce of a compound bow than

lve was with traditional bows, so as long
as he staved withm the bounds of ¢thics
wwd safery that | expected, | allowed him
tor make most of his own choices regand-
ing equipment, Archery and bowhunt-
ing are very personal endeavars, and the

ogupment Ilﬂ:l must become an exten

Rhett Francoix and Don Francois enjoving some good traditional archery.
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stion of the archer
complementing  the
requitemnents of his
stvle of shooting.

Rherr  began
participating  in
local 3 rourna-
ments, which are
a o great way o
practice bowhunt-
g and o learn
much about judging
distunce and shoor-
ing at game that
Jows nor necessarily
present the classic
broad«ide  shor,
Pressure exposedd 1o
during  competition
can prepare  the
archer  tor the
moment when o
real animal s
front of ham,

As | witched my son and my
brother-in-Liw enjoving themselves and
bemg so enthusiastic about archery, |
decided oy a baw myselt, Betore long
I had joined them m the backyard
shooting » bormowed Bear recurve. It
took awhile for my skill 1o develop 1o
the pomt where | didn't spend the
majority of my practice time looking for
lost arrows, but eventually T was hitting
more than | was missing.

I became tascinated with tradinon-
al equipment and imstinetive shooting.
1 tound o wsed Red Wing recurve for a
remonable price and grabbed ir | proc-
niced with the bow, leamad everything
I could by winching and talking 1o oth-
ers, ind practiced some more, Even the
practice was enjoyable and relaxing.
After a tnng dav at the office | could
come home, ke my recurve o the
backyard, nock an arrow, and shoot
awiy the problems that had followed
me home from work,

Rhett and | became even closer as
we practiced rogether and artended 3-D
tournaments that summer, By October
we were ready to get into the woods and
replace the fiekd points on the nps
of our arrows with broadheads,

“It may begin with
just wanting to blow
on Dad’s grunt tube or
asking questions about
the game brought
home, but if that
spark of interest is
recognized and
encouraged, it can
eventually grow into a
life-long avocation
and a source of
great personal

contentment.”

So, there | was
setthing into my own
tree stand with my
recurve abour one
hundred-tifty  yards
trom Rhert's stand. |
sertled m and began
10wt for shooting
light. It was o cloudy
morming and dark-
ness was relucrant 1o
leave the woods
The canopy  and
underbrush were sull
thick  with
since our region of
Lowstana could not
expect a freeze for an

sast another month.

As | sat there
winting and  watch-
g, my mind
dredeed up vanous
scenarios  where
Rhetr would accidentally cut himself
on a broadhead or tall our of his stand
aned be seriously mjuned. 1 looked over
in his direction several times but could
not see him through the thick folinge.
Admittedly, my mind was not really
focused on my own hunt.

Having seen nothing, at around
nine o'cdock | Jeaded 1o walk over
and check on my young partner
Announcing my approach with a
whoop when | was sull about fifty yands
from his stand, | heand an excired
whoop in response and horried my steps.

“Diaddy, | har one!™ Rhetr exciredly

leaves

full dreaw wanting tor the right moment.
The deer had come well within his
range bur had seen or heard him at the
last instant and jumped just as he
released. He was sure, however, thit he
hisd hat the deer and she had tumed
andd run oft i the direction she had
come from.

I had mixed feelings. | was glad thae
he had gotten a shor and made a hir,
bt was 1t 10 vital area that would pur
the deer down or just cause & serious
injury that might lead to a slow death
and the waste of an animal?

As it tumed out, we tound the
voung Joe easily. She had nun only
about one hundred yands and had lain
down and died. The arrow had severed
A IO artery.

When we found the deer, T truly
don't know which one of us was the
more excited. Rhett retumed home
with the first deer of the season tken
by a bunter in our ¢lan and to all of the
glory that accompanies such an occa-
stion. While Rhert would not get anoth-
et shot the remamder of thar scason and
woild not see i deer within bow range
the following season, he knew when he
started that the idea behind bowhunt-
ing was not the casy kill.

Archery is special in my tamily. My
son has grown up with o true respect for
the deas behind bowhunemg, and
while he still hunts with o compound
bow and | hunt with a recurve, he
respects my method and | respect hus,
and really, thar s all | can ask. My
young arrow has taken tlight.

proclamed. 1 was
surprised that he
|MJ even oseen @
deer becanse | had
scen nothing and
assumed thar the
deer not
moving.

He enthusias-
tically explamed
how a doe had
approached  just
after daylight and
how he had held

his compound  at

werne
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n acquaintance asked me the other day what | liked

maost about howhunting, Interested in trying the sport,

he soaght advice— not from a grear bowhunter— but
from someone who knows firsthand not only the rewards, but
the disappointments of hunting with a stick and string.

There 1s much o like about bowhunting, | answered
him. Above all, bowhunting is challenging. That single ele-
ment may be what draws more and more sportsmen and
women into the sport’s ranks every year.

Mhe adea of hunting with a bow, 1 explained, often
appeals to sportsmen who thrill more to the chase than the
kill. Eliminating the advantage oftered by today’s super-cffi-
cient tirearms and shifting the odds back to the quarry’s favor
add much to the hunting experience.

Bowhunting, in addition, honors a heritage that a
majority of us can't claim. Few bowhunters share a drop of
ancestral blood with the Native Americans who onginated
many of the technigues we emulate since our torebears came
to the New World armed not with bows bur flintlock
tirearms.

It 1s always kind of a surprise to me when everything
works in bowhunring since there are many variables, | told
my acquaintance. The wind must be nighe, blowing from the
deer, for example, to the hunter’s location and not vice versa,
Camouflage and cover scent must make someone like me
invisible in woods where a six-foot-one, two bundred pourd
hunter isn't exactly native fauna.
Stand locanon must be perfect.
Movement to rase and draw the
bow must go undetected. The
arrow must fly true, Even so, the
hunter must always be ready for
the unanticipared. Take last sea-
son, 1 rold him, and | related my
story,

I had scoured a secluded
cornfield tor weeks prior to
opening dayv. Unharvested  due
to wet weather, the three-acre
ficld was a virtual haven for deer.
Trails, deep and wide, converged
there from surrounding river
bortom  lancl. Stripped  corn-
stalks, empry cobs, big rracks,
and droppings L everywhere,
than mildly
excited about the possibilities.

[ was more
This was the first time in years |
hid tound such a concentration
of whitetails prior to how sea-
son. It seemed that every deer in
that neck of the county knew ™=
exactly where the corn was, and
NOW so Jl.l .

“To ole Blue and the vest of his sharp-toothed kin, I was
the biggest, smelliest coon they had ever come across.”

The Wednesday prior to the opening Saturday, 1
checked the field one last time. I picked the most promising
trail, followed 1t abour a hundred vards into the dark hard-
wood bortoms bordering the field, found an intersecting trail
as heavily trampled as the first, and locked my portable stand
o a tall, straight oak.

When | arrived well before dawn on opening day, |
found the unanticipated had happened. The field had been
cut. No problem, | rold myself, the deer would be nearby
anyway.

Then I noticed a parked truck. Again, no problem, I told
mvself. It was a big block of woods and another careful
bowhunter wouldn't hurt my chances. Much.

After dousing myself with coon whiz cover scent, | head-
ed for the woods. | reached my stand, applied more coon
scent, and began my climb. Ir was then that 1 heard the dogs.
They were a long way off, but their voices were unmistakable.

Coon dogs,

Coon hunters can rell vou exactly what their dogs are
doing by the way they bark. A certain bark means that
they've struck a hot trail. Anorher means they have treed the
coon. | haven't been coon hunting enough to do that, bur |
could rell exactly what they were thinking when the breeze
shifted and they caught wind of me.

Hound music, now frenzied, grew ever nearer. Resonant
“wooa... woos" mnterspersed with enthusiastic shouts of “git
'im Blue, tear 'im up!™ echoed
through the bottoms.

To ole Blue and the rest of
his sharp-toothed kin, | was the
biggest, smelliest coon they had
ever come across. In those small,
desperate moments, 1t didn’t
escape me that Mississippi's bow
and
shared the same opening day.

Details of the last act don’t
add much to this story, | rold my

s¢ason raccoon  season

patient listener. It's enough to
sav thar all of the players left the
stage intact, | wasnt tom o
shreds by ole Blue or popped
‘twixt the eves with a .22 rifle.
The coon hunter has quite a
story to tell about a two hundred
pound coon. The dogs carmed
extra rations and are now legend
among the local coon hunting
fraternity,

And, the deer, | told the
interested sportsman, had noth-
ing to worry about. Nothing
atall,
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by Tony Kinton

Editor’s Note;

Longbows & Recurves™ is dedicuted 1 pnnmmg tha-
ditiovial drchers (o yowng wondd-be archers, 0 people s
shuot self-boses, s well 8 1o compotnd shooters who may not
yer have expertenced the foy- ot appm:rmed the power of the
&mglnu' dind the vécyirve . This article is dvekible firr vpring to
pass arusnd 10 thase penple who might henefit by it. Reding
Tomy's mirroducromy. dewals abont-lomdbuws. and securves, yoi
will find, s & et ke sisting i ot ecas chaar in frone of the fins-
place bstentig to ot za!&d\utmdmmdarthrn

was tiken aback by the comment: "Man, vou are adying
breed. You need to move into the turuee!” These words
came from the young propoietor of a small bur well-
equipped archery shop m a rural Mississippi town where

I Bkl stopped 1o get some ncidental stem. All around
were state-of-the-ant bows and accessories, and the fellow
handled and tuned them with skill. He certanly meant noll
will when he encournged me to “move ahead;” he likely felt
he hinl yust encounterad a poor, ignomnt Neanderthal whao
had yet 1o be \'\[\N;-l 1o the marvels of techni 'lcm'\.

While pondering this, it occurred o me that this young
weher hiud probably never seen such equipment as | told him
I used. He enterad the pastime of bows and arrows ar the
hewghe of wheels and cables and eccentrics and overdraws
and speed. What he didn't know was that [ had seen this
movement from its incepton; | had indeed moved into the
modern workd of bowhunting, leaving behind the tradition-
al methods which had given me a solid start. Then, after a
decade of socin this mode I *moved ahead™ agam, w madi-
non. Me dudn’t know this, and as a2 result | was genile with
home Althoagh | did tal 1o convinee him, T stared my case
with o measare of chivalry, maintained my dienary, and left
his shop less a convert 1o his wavs than he was 1o mine,

The young shop owner was not unlike a multitude of
bow shooters toduy who have ver 1o discover the thrills of
traditional archery. They have lirtle i any exposure o the
methods surrounding the pursint, and are hasically unaware
that credibility must be given the tools of the pase, In their
thinking, the only reason a person would use such vear is

because he doesn't know abour or can't afford more up-to

LONGIOWS & RECURVES™

dare shooting systems. Such an assumption is not valid since
it is safe o conjecture thar all bowhunters are copnizane of
the vast array of “mixdemn” bows and gadeerry and these are
priced so that anyone serious about the marter can afford
something fram the long list. It s important tor the tradi-
tional howhuonter 1o stress 1o those holding these assump-
tions thar the e reason hor pong maditional s the
challenge, the aesthetics, the simplicity, and the pure thrill
Nothing in the hunting world compares, and therein lies the
coee of traditional archery. It is something not fully appreci-
ated i any other form of the activiry,

Since there are those who may wish 1o experience these
rewards but who, like the store owner | mentioned, don't
know the rrue meaning and jov of taditional archery, the
remainder of this prece is on the subject of getting started. It
focuses on thar most vital of equipment needs, the bow,
Those of you whao have been shooting rraditional for a long
time can ust sit back and remember those first days of
becommy traditional.

Fradinonal bows fall generally into two basic categories.
These are the longbow and the recurve. Their names give a
solid desc rpron.

The longbow 15 a “long,” gracetul tool with straight
limbs. These rigs usually run abour sixey-six inches m length
and have a simple arrow rest nestled above a leather-wrapped
handle. They are the most basic of rraditional bows and are
a pure delight to shoot. If there is one drawback to longbows,
thar = the fact of recoil or hand shock. Some shoorers find
this objectionable, and it can lead to sore wnists, especially it
'hL‘ .‘Illi'(\'f. 'Ikl’ me, ".i\ a '\“lth of JIII\“'L‘ ora \"nlldf |"
that comes with being over forty! Even so, hand shock is ot
something that can be overlooked, and some kongbows are
designed to reduce this a bit, Most such bows are available
only through custom bowyers, and will likely carry a hefny
Prce tag.

The advimtage of longhows, aside from the fact thar they
are pretty and romantic, is that they are quiet and generally
A lirtle casier to master than the recurve. A specalness, an
aura, surrounds the hunter who takes 1o the deer woods with
a longbow and back (uiver

Recurves are just whar the name suggests. The limbs,
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unlike the longhow, are recurved toward the tips. This adds
more flex and cast, and the design virtually ¢liminates the
hand shock associated with longbows. Recurves are an

exercise in beauty. Some are very fast, turning in speeds of

190 teet-per-second or so. Average lengths range from fifty-
eight to sixty-two inches, derermined by draw length. For a
draw length of twenty-cight inches, a sixty inch bow is a
good bet. Shorter or longer draws work well with the short-
er or longer bows,

The shooter who wants to try traditional archery should
first decide which of the two styles of bows he wants. After
that, the shopping begins.

One choice is to contract with a custom builder. This
somewhat assures that the buyer gets it right in the begin-

& - ol

use of traditional archery gear.

Whether the game is large or small, the hunting is enhanced by the

ning, but there are drawbacks to this approach as well. One
1 cost. Custom hows are expensive, Expect to pay in the
neighborhood of six hundred dollars for a truly custom bow
Also, the waiting time can be quire long if the bow comes
from some of the more popular builders. A year's wait is nor
uncommon which may not fit into the plans of those of vou
who want to give tradition a try.

Another point to keep in mind for the new tradition-
bound archer is if the bow is clearly custom built for a spe-
cific individual, that bow may lose value should it be put on
the market for resale. This generally is not true, but if a par-
ticular grip stvle or length is specified, the bow will be useful
only to one who matches those specifications. In any case, if
a custom bow is in your plans, take the time to research.
Look through the major archery maga-
zines and find the ads from repurable
builders. Ask for brochures and refer-
ences. Check these out carefully. Find
a traditional archer 1o talk to; all of us
will probably tell you way more than
vou want to know.

An altemarive 1o the purely cus-
tom route is the semi-custom approach
such as thar offered by Black Widow.
These bows can be produced with cus-
tom touches, but since they are semi-
custom can be made available sooner.
They are fine units, and most hold
their value quite well. Prices begin in
the mid-tive hundred dollar range,

If custom or semi-custom bows are
nor an option, there are several truly
fine bows on the market available over
the counter. In fact, these may repre-
sent the best buy for the beginning tra-
ditionalist, and both the longbow and
recurve can be had in this fashion.

Since traditional archery is enjoy-
mg a resurgence in popularity, the
number of factory bows is increasing.
Most manufacturers at this time offer
at least one model, and most are prob-
ably quite good. Since 1 have not per-
sonally rried them all | can't comment
on them all, but the ones | have tried |
have liked very much.

One of my favorites among the
over-the-counter rigs s the Martin
Hunter— once called the 2800. This is
a one-piece bow that handles and
shoots extremely well. At around two
hundred dollars, it is a superb buy.
Anorher is the Bear Kodiak, either the
one-piece or rake down. These bows
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Practive, patience, and dedication are vequired to master traditional archery, but the rewards are grand indeed!

butdd on the madizon begun by archer-grear Fred Bear hum-
wlt and should serve any shooter for many vears, Prices are
as the Martin, The Kodiok Custom
Tokedown is like the one preferred by Fred Bear, but keep in

about the sime
zum.l thes bow s ;'ﬂn] m thr SHNC CGITOROTY S SOITTIC s
bomes

Whitever bow you choose, don't give in o the tempta-
tion of shooting oft a rest other than the shelf. I the g does-
n't howe o clearly detmed shelf o place a haor rest, avond i,
Shooting from the shelf wets the arrow down near the hand |
i ke tor more natural pointngshooting

Since onebows and recorves Jont “break over”™ and
rebax hike compounds, the weght of draw inereases through-
out the tull Tength of thae deaw. For this reason newcomens '
tind i awkwand of they hive been shooning wheels. But Jon't
suceumb to the urge to ger i wxo h;;hl Jdrawe Any reasonably
strone wcdudr can work into sy pounds with pracoce, ind

this s iy

ur nght for deer hunnng, Sull, 10 s betrer 1o begn
with a bow you know vou can handle than to g0 o0 heavy
and develop bl shooting habis, A workable ploy is to draw
the bow i few times every day for a month or so and build up |

shoutine muscles betore the shootme actually begms, This

LONGHROWS & RECURVES™

PREMIER

will put the shooter in a more comfortable posture and help
avord those nagnng habas that, once entrenched, are ditn-
\Il|l o l"r\‘.lk.

It you are just beginning this joumey into traditional
archery, you are entering a world unto iselt. It demands prac
tice, patience, dedication, and a bit of finesse. But the pursuit
is well worth the effort. As stated ('.illl\'t, there 1 ‘Illl['!\

nothing thar cm compare. &

Rinsiichs Rostsas Langloas

Rob Kindnck, Bowyer
Call to discuss bow options
— —E—
MasterCard and Visa Accepted

7455 Old Moon Road

Columbus, GA 31909 (706) 596-1988
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The new
traditional
bowhunting
magazine of
the South.

Pul\lis}ml quarterly in the fal
winter, spring, and summer,
LONGBOWS & RECURVES™ gives
you the latest information abow
Southern bowhunting, gets vou
acquainted with some of the
South’s best bowvers and
bowhunters, and keeps vour
schedule straight with dates
of upcoming Southern
shoots. Enjoy equipment
articles, first person hunt
stories, Southern shoot
photographs and anecdorey
and some of the finest

A
‘_-\l\-\

| Qurherms hunting fiction published

pes in outdoor magazines.
P‘-“S % Whisperin
2

I ONGBOWS & RECURVES™ focuses on the
South for all you Southern traditional

2 archery enthusiasts. For those outside the
‘ T RCO U Sedmsnsaaa - South, LONGBOWS & RECURVES™ intro-

- LoNGBOWS |
- &RECURVES

| Subactiption Rates £ eon aney duces you to some of the best bowmaking
15 " Corves * Dby

SO0 prae. < - WiAEy . SISA0 S2400, $3060

10 e 48 s ST100. $4600 §5E.00

D wwe yoars | (12 s 84500 56700 - 58¢ 00 . x

' asr s >+ B he publisher of LONGROWS &

Order Form (please print) ? RECURVES™ invites you to become pard

and bowhunting anywhere.

IRADITIONAL BOWHUNTING A1 115 BE8Y

‘ | fiime of a new rradition. Subscribe for a friend.

! Subscribe for vourself.
‘ Address
City, State, 2ip

Phone Number -

send check or money oraer (US funds oniy) 1o NGBO\VS
‘ i Longbows & Recurves™ « 1828 Proper Street » Corinth, Mississippi 38834-5134
Aliow four 1o six weeks for delivery ™

H TRADITIONAL BOWMHUNTING AT ITS BEST
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N

s RIBTEK

| !«
H-. . Hunter Distributing
\ k. 1232 Redman

St Lous, MO 63138
314-355-8829

N

The strongest
broadheads on
the planet’

Yellow Bear’s
Archery Supplies
Your Full Line Traditional

Supplier in the South

Dan Bergin, Owner
PO, Box 753
Rve, TX 773690753
Phone: (409) 683 - 7962

Traditional and

(L ACADIAN WOODS BOWS, INC. )

“Traditional Archery’s Best Kept Secret!”

If your idea of a true custom RECURVE or
LONGBOW includes unsurpassed performance,
durability, poimtability, craftsmanship, balance,

natural beauty, and individually created to it your
needs, Acadian Woods has a bow tor vou.
Five models available. Call or wnite for new brochure
BOWYER - TIM MULLINS
61410 Salmen Ave. Slidell, LA 70460
(504) 643-3229

Primitive Archery,
Flint Knapping Supplies
New, Used Bows
and Selfbows
Call or write for catalog
Send S fot postage.
Orders are sent out as

O} Mou aquidsqng

qlllx'kl\ Aas [\lnli‘lu
| am open Tuesday
thru Saturday,

wiSOAINIIY B smoqﬁuq

10:00 am - 8:00 pm.

| /mcllcllnlarl;—\
= archery —

The Longbow Company

Benchmark Archery

The Longbow Company

Ri. 2, Box 545-B
West Blocton, Alabama 35184
Phone: 205-938-9225
Fax: 205-9358-7508

Jim Yarbrough

Lonasows & ReCURVES'™

PREMIERE

GREEN
ARCHERY

313 TREXLER AVE. KUTZTOWN, PA 19530

Primitive Supplies » Custom Cedar Arrows
(610) 683-7961
. Send §2 001 for catelop refundalde with arde

Only Ihe BEST Products and Services

SUN
DOG

ARCHERY

HEY! Steve McGee, Bowyer
WE'VE 18971 W Chablis Place
MOVED! Tucson, Arizona 85746

520-573- 1734
Fax 520-741- 1361

Carbon imbs. or clear glass imb choices
Custom riser designs, free brochure.

Custom crafled recurves, bwit for beauty and performance.
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hill country north of

« Greenwood, Mississippi, some-

Y n the

s where between the Pelusha
Creek and the Big Sand Creek there
lives a tour-year-old black lab retriever
named Duff. Now [ haven’t been loos-
ing broadhead arrows ar white-ranled
deer bur a touch over forty-eight years,
but this s still long enough o have
seen quite a few trail dogs in action,
Whar I'm trying to ger around to saying
is that ole Duff is by far the bese rhar
I've ever seen.

1996, | sar perched
some twenty-five feet high up in a pine

In January
tree with the wind swirling about at
about thirty miles an hour. 1 was hunt-
mg as a2 guest of my best bowhunting
triendd, Jim McCrory, along with some
vounger friends in the delta foorhill
( ‘l‘\'\'k,
[Indian tradition,

country near the Pelusha

ar¢a rich which
apparently was hunted by a famous

“Three

| was having a good time doing

Chocraw  warrior known  as
Ii(';lr\."
what | emjov doing, which 1 longhow
hunting the wily, white-tailed deer
with my bow and arrow.

For you newcomers who have been
into bowhunting less than rwenry vears
or so, Jim McCrory was the first presi-
dent of the Mississippt Bowhunter's
‘Bull Gator™ of

the competition circuit way back in lhc

Association and was the

seventies. | told him he was the “best™
way back in '77 and he didn’t believe ir,
so | insisted that he go to Clemson,
South Caroling, and

To make a

Nationals with me

Jim McCrory and Duff

story short, after the smoke sertled fol-
lowing the 3-D suumal round, Jim
walked up to me after reading the bul-

'N‘l‘ W L\k\.

vou've done it now, You've got me into

letin board and said,
a three-wav tie shoot-off for first pl:l(u
Come on over here and share some of
this pressure by standing in my comer.”
The tie was with a young Indian com
petitor from Oklahoma and a young
Atter three flights of
arrows at a three inch circle from thie-

man from ll'l;'l:!l‘hl.

tv-tive vards, measurements were taken

arm - e

... everyone knew why we

T

%fé.rred to Jim MLCrm‘ySa’a
“%0ld Granite Jaw” whéii:

and everyone knew why we referred 1
Jim McCrory as “Old Granite Jaw”
when the pressure was on, He was
national 3-D champion.,
Anyivay,
impressed with a deer recovery by
chocolate lab n.mu'J BII\H‘I at
Willow Point South near Vicksburg,
A doe had been shor ar
a bowman who had been

SIN vears ago [im o was

Mississippi.

7:30 a.m. by
unable to recover it. Buster entered the
.30
- S

seven hours after the deer had been

scene  at P, approximately
shot, He then trailed and recovered it
This incident sparked Jim's research on
the ideal eratling dog.

Jim tound the ideal trailing dog
should obey all commands, not run live
deer, have an intense desire o trail
blood. and bark when the deer is found.
Jim's research led him to the labrador
retriever as the ideal breed, which led
him to Dutf,

Dutt was only two monrths old
when he recovered his first deer. Jim
had made a good hit on a nice buck and
saw the deer fall abour sixry yards away
After placing Duft on the blood trail
some thirry vards from the deer, Jim was
not disappointed as he watched the
young lab tollow the blood to his buck.
Jim recovered the buck, brought Duff
back 1o the site the nexe day, and ro his
delight, after sixteen hours, Duff agan

followed the blood trail.

shoot in the BS5 ey
lone B :t_he pressure was on..._‘.......'
PREMIERE ISSUE
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Over the next four years, Duft
recovered approximately  twenry-five
deer per year as surrounding hunters
searched our his services. Duff wears a
bell on his collar which noemally
allows Jim to follow kim on the trail,
however, on windy nights when it is
ditficult 1o hear from any real distance,
Jim uses o bead ine on Datf’s hamess to
tollow ham.

Well, back at the pine tree where |
perched, o yearling deer came close and
milled abour. Then, a fine adult doe
entered the scene. | eased 10 my feet
and pickad the spor | wanted to hit and
my indirect aim o, some two feet
below the fist spot, drew the osage
longhow to anchor and released. The
white fletched armw hir the doe a bt
back bur mavbe gor one lung. She
whirled and ran mto the trees. | could
visually follow her only tharty yards or
so. | remained i my tree stand replay-
e the exciting event in my mind.

After Jdark, Jim showed up, “Bob,
did va see o deer™

Having a bit of sport with Jim,
which we old timers do from time 0
ume, | answered, 1 mased her clean.
What am | pomn’ to do™

*“Bab, don't ask me something like
that. Don't vou teach this indirect aim-
mg mstncrive stuft”

Then, stiliog, [sd, “Jim, hit her
dead center, which means it's going to
be a job tor Duft.”

Atter three hours of trahing, Jim,
Dutt, and | met back ar the site where
the tour-wheelers were parked. Jim
looked like a mummy without the
wrappings. Dutt had obvaously also had
a real workout as his bounce had now
become o slow shuftle.

“Bob, Duff found the deer about a

LoNGBoOWws & RECURVES™

mile from here, It Ly man oak hollow,
down a dfaw in a shallow ravine. This
was one of those recovenies that only
Duft coukl make.” Since the wind was
howling abour thirey miles an hour, Jim
had been unable 1o use the bells he usu-
ally put on Duft for tratlng after dark.
wsed o fifteen

toor lead and dragged e along behind
him through briers, vines, and downfall.
Since the blood trail was almost nonex-
istent and the deer traveled at least o
mile, the other hunters now understood
why Duff is referred to as Jim'’s wonder
Jdog. “Once ole Duff realized thar every
ten vards he had to quir pulling on the
lead line and ler me fight my way
through the thickets 1o catch up with
him, we made it fine,” Tuming and
looking at me, Jim said, “Bob Wesley,
Jid you shoor thar Jdeer back a touch 1o
give me and ole Dutf a workoat "

Out ot the comer of my eve |
noticed the younger members of our
party smiling and shaking their heads.
Dutf bl again helped accomplish o
successtul hunt. Ir was 10 pam. and
Duff had one more deer 10
teail. “Tucker,” another one of
Jim's howhunring friends, had
armowed o deer. Jim and Duff
rimed to disappear into the

darkness to trail Tucker’s deer. This
deer, a nice eight poine buck, was recov-
ered an hour or 0 later, after also lead-
ing Dutf on o winding trail throogh the
thickest imagmable vines and briers.

While Duft is definitely an excep-
tonal dog, a master trail dog of his
caliber just doesn't happen. The tramn-
ing takes time and panence, but the
rewards are great. To see a despondent
hunter's face light up when Duff recov-
ers a deer that otherwise would be lost
i rewand enough, Jim has devoted
thausands of hours of patient training
to produce this “king™ of mail dogs.
Such things as creating artificial als
for Duff 1o follow by collecting deer
blood dunng the deer season months,
freezing it, and then thawing it during
the off-season months for use as o mail,
keeps Dutt sharp year-around. Dufi has
also received command  performance
training prior to and along with has
blood trail training,

Jim gives credit o a number of
other hunters in Duff's training, Of the
twenty-tive or so deer that Duff recov-
ered each year over a four-year penod,
many hunters were thoughtful enough
1o request the and of Dutf in recovenng
the deer, even though they saw the
Jeer fall.

This labrador retniever sn't one of
those hounds that some deer hunters
preter, but ole Duff rrails like a true
champion, %

=
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Traditional
Shooting and
Wooden Arrows

by Dan Quillian and Don Stokes

t any gathering of tradhiional archers, discussions

always anse on the subject of whether a parnicular

prece of equipment or a certam technigue is really
“tachitional.” Like the selt-bow, wood arrows are considered
by many 1o be the ultimate in tradition.

Arguments aside, it s a fact that many archers have dif-
ficnley petting good armow flight with wood arrows and resorr
tor metal arrows or some other high-tech matenial instead.
While there may be many reasons for poor arrow flight, one
primary reason may he thar the arrows used do nor match
cach other in spme (suffness) and weight. Simple physics
dictaes that in order for amows to group well, cach arrow in
the set must closely match the others in spine, imd 1o i less-
er degree, in weight., Arrows matched by weight alone will
probably vary greatly in spine and will not group well
Arrows matched by spine alone will group berter, but the
ultimate in marching requires both

So, whar makes for proper arrow spine! Fisse of all, the
onentation of the wood gram must be considered. Spine is
usually measured on a simple device known s o spine tester.
The shaft being tested 1s typically supported at rwo points on
twenty-six inch centers. A two-pound weight s applied o
the conter of the shatt, and the deflection of the shadt 15 mea-
sured in thousandths of aninch. The two sides of the arrow
shaft where the growth rngs of the wood are perpendicular
to the side of the shaft are normally the stiffer sides. For accu-
rte spining of the shatt on the spine tester, one of these sides
must be tumed up. After the deflecrion s determined, the
stift sude should be marked 1o insure thar when the armow s
minde, the growth rings are perpendicular to the baw string
when the arrow is nocked on it This aligns the cock teather
with the grain on a threeflerched amow,

The other two sides of the shaft can vary considerably
trom the stiff sudes, as much as 30 percent in some cases.
Arrow shafts that are spined by an automared machine are
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not always spined with the proper grain onentation since the
machime checks them however they happen o be posi-
toned. Hand spiming iy necessary tor the best march.

After the shafts are sorted by spine, they then should be
weighted into sets 1o complete the marching process. Sets
that march within fifteen 1o rwenty grains or less will shoot
together at all ranges. Most longhows are less sensitive to
arrow wenght than recurves and can conststently shoor a

wider weight rnge with accuracy,

“Modern” Traditional Bows

A major conmbating factor o difficalty in marching
“modemn™ traditional bows is that many archers are attempr-
ing to use the spine chars which onginared in rthe 1930s for
self-longbows. Since that time, bows have had efficiency
increased sigmificantly through the use of marerials such as
fiberglass and fase-flight strmgs, together with the improve-
ments in design made possible by these materials. A thirry-
five to forty pound modern recurve such s the Cancbrake
from Archery Traditions has a cast equal to o sixty-five to
seventy poundd self-longbow. To properly match such modern
bows with wooden am w, the \‘h-}\ " \.il\' 15 NOL appropn-
BN

Criterin necessary for matching todayv’s bows include
draw weight, bow design and efficiency, the length of the
arrow, and the frequency of vibration of the material from
which the arrow s made. Ir appears that all woods are simi-
lar enough o ignore this last varable, but it is clear tha
other amow materials such as aluminum, fiberelass, and
graphite need totally ditferent spine charts,

The Superceder spine chart was developed expenimen-
tally by the authors by bareshaft marching hundreds of
archers and different types of bows. This technique involved
shooting arrows that were nocked and pointed but without
tlerching. The armow must be perfectly marched to the bow
and archer o fly straght under these conditions, When the
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‘ 3. Subtroct 57 if o bow quiver or heavy string silencer is used.

~ “Superceder” Spine Chart for 28" Arrows

~ Bow Draw Weight | Self Longbows I Straight, Narrow- Reflex and ' Reflex ond Recurve Bows with
(IMPORTANT: See Notes) limb Lominated | Reflex/Deflex Longbows | Reflex/Deflex Longbows | Fost-flight String
Longbaws with Dacron String with Fast-fight String;
ako Dotron Recurves
Pounds Spine dass Spine dlass Spine class Spine dass Spine closs

3540 620 520 440 | 405 375
s 570 8 405 1 375 350

45-50 520 440 375 350 330

50-55 480 | 405 350 330 310

55-60 440 375 330 310 %

6065 05 350 30 290 275

65-70 375 330 290 5 260

70-75 350 310 275 260 245
~ 75-80 330 250 260 245 230

80-85 310 25 45 230 -

85-90 290 260 230 - -
%095 275 245 Higher spines in limited

95100 | 260 | 230 - - quontities,
Notes:
1. Determine bow drow weight af archer's draw length. -
2. For arrows longer than 28", odd 5¢ o actual draw weight for each inch over 28",

o For shorter arrows, subtract 5¢ per inch.

pertect spine was found tor each archer, the data on bow type
and design, string matenial, draw weight, and deaw lenath
were recorded and later plugged into a compurer graphing
program to produce the charts for each type bow, There are
substantial differences in the deflection required for various
bow types ar a given draw weight, as can he seen in the
accompanying chart. Since the chart s based on averages,
there may be slight differences for anv individual bow, bur
the majority of archers can use the deflection numbers
shown i the chart to achieve excellent pedormance with
wooden arrows.

Wooden Arrow Problems

If the arrows are spined correctly but still do not fly well,
then what! There are several signs to look for it wooden
arrows are not shooting well. Arrows that are not well
marched will frequently show a mark on the side of the arrow
opposite the cock feather just ahead of the fletching. This
mark is caused by the arrow striking the bow as it passes, usu-
ally resulting from shooting underspined shafts. When this is
the case, the lower side, or hen feather, will usually be worn
more that the other two as well. An abnormally womn hen
teather also can be caused by having too large a shelf on the
bow. Some bows just will not shoot well off the shelf because
of this.

When shot, underspined anows sometimes appear 1o

“corkscrew” through the air and will usually hit 1o the right
Overspined arrows typically wobble from side to side and fls
to left of the target. Arrows which “porpoise,” or wobble i
the vertical plane are an indication that the nocking point i
not in the correct position on the string.

Another common cause of poor arrow flight s nocks
which are not straight. Straight nocks are critical ro accura-
cv and good arrow flight. When shooting broadheads, it is
also very important for them to be installed straight, espe
cially the larger, wider heads, to avoid wind-planing, When
anarcher's arrows are perfectly matched 1o a well-tuned bow,
field points and broadheads will shoot 1o exactly the same
point, and no adjustment of the aiming point is necessan
when changing over for hunting season or a broadhead tour-
nament.

Finally, the fistmele, or string height, should be checked.
The Howard Hill Archery Company seventy inch longbow
performs best with a fistmele of 6-3/8 inches while their
sixty-six inch longbow likes @ 6-1/4 inch fistmele. The Pau!
Sparks-designed sixty-six inch bow likes a 6-1/2 inch fist-
mele, and the Stotlar sixty-six inch longbow likes a 7-1/2
inch fistmele. Therefore, fistmele will vary with bow length
and limb design. The archer should follow the bowyer's rec-
ommended fistmele which should be measured from the
belly of the bow or inside of the shelf to the string.
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Proper Form

Ot course, proper form is necessary before accuracy and
consistent arrow flight can be achieved, While it is too com-
plex to go into in detail here, a discussion of arrow perfor-
mance must include ar least a couple of important points
about form.

A common fault observed at archery tournaments is the
tendency that many archers have 1o lean into the shor, head
far torward and crouched down. This form shortens the draw,
effectively robhing energy from the bow thar can be made
use of by standling upright and gerting full draw. Underspined
arrows are probably at least partly to blame for this rendency
since the short draw that results will make underspined
arrows seem to fly berter. Chronograph tests have shown, |
however, that losing one inch of draw is comparable ta los-
ing ten pounds of draw weight in terms of effectiveness of the
arcow. It 15 also very difficult to achieve a smooth release and
tollow-through with this form.

Ar tournaments where the crouched stance is common- |
ly seen, the winner of the competition almost always uses the
classic upright stance, with perfect alignment from the tip of
the arrow to the archer’s elbow. This is the form used by
Howard Hill, as seen in his movies,

The archer also must be on guard against “torqueing”

the bow, which results from not pulling the bow string in
alignment with the bow. This can be checked by having an
observer stand behind the shooter to check to see whether

|

“RSTUBLER —

"L OTHING TSEE wHY Yook AROIW 15 SHzom
HIGH, [204 "

the bow string is in alignment with the center of the limbs at
full draw. If nort, the torque can wsually be correcred by |
adjusting hand placement on the kow.

Design of Bow

One other possible cause of poor arrow performance, if
all else fails to correct the problem, is the design of the bow
itself. Some bows, which can be identified by the bare shat |
shooting technique, just will not shoor an arrow well at all
because of a flaw in the design or materials. In the develop-
ment of the Superceder spine chart, the authors encountered
several bows like this rhat were essentially “unshootable.”

Some of these were actually made with the upper limb
stronger than the lower one, or negative niller. The only way
these hows would shoor a bare shaft straight was to turn them

upside down.

Keeping all these points in mind, any traditional shoor-
ershould be able to make wooden arrows perform well, Good
form, regular practice, and well-matched wooden arrows shor |
from a properly tuned bow will work together when the
opportunity for that big buck comes. '

Superceder” Spme Chart conertesy of Tallahatchic Woodworks, Inc.
PO Box 1S, Riplex. MS 38663, (601) 837-9906. i

l

Roy Blaum Handmade Knives.
Fine Factory Knives. Knife & Scissors Sharpening.
Shotguns, Rifles, & Handguns.
Fishing Equipment

Roy’s Knife &
Archery Shop

Archery and Bowhunting equipment.

Contact:

Roy or Chad Blaum
319 N. Columbia Street
Ny Covington, LA 70433
< (504) 833-1060
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loves and tabs work as well

with compound bows as they

do with traditional sticks; how-
ever, the mechanical release, a long-ago
invention recently come of age, is now
associated  with  wheelbows,
gloves and tabs remain a part of long-
bowfrecurve tackle. The contribution
these implements may not seem very
important at first, bur how the arrow
gets away from the string can mean a
hit or a miss. That's how vital finger-

while

coverings are to howhunting success. Of

course, to some people tabs and gloves
mean nothing, They don't use them. |
have a friend whao wraps his fingers with
surgical tape and another bow-shooring
buddy who uses no finger protecrion
whatsoever.

Most of us, though, need some-
thing to protect our digits from the rav-
ages of the bowstring. There’s nothing
new about thar, Maurice Thompson,
co-father of modern archery, wrote in
the nineteenth century:

“The shooting glove s made to
protect the three first fingers of the
right hand trom rhe wearing effect of
the bowstring in shooting. It is formed
of three thimbles of stiff, smooth
leather, having clastic stirches to allow
them to perfectly conform to the size
of the fingers.” Maurice wenrt on 1o say
thar “If your fingers can stand it, shoot
without gloves.” Thar was his advice
m 1878,

Thompson's finger protectors were
true gloves, not finger stalls, for they
had straps that met at a wrist hand. |
suspect most archers of his time, and
several decades later, were glove people,
although the tak does have ancient
roots. Moving forward in time 47 vears,
here is what Saxton Pope had to say
about finger protection: “Doubtless the
ancient yeoman, a homy-handed son of
toil, needed no glove. But we know that
even in those davs a tab of leather was
held in the hand 10 prevent the string

LonGBOws & RECURVES™

trom hurting.” Pope goes on to explain
his “leather finger tips™ in 4 somewhat
medical manner, indicative of his pro-
tession, including that the “rips enclose
the finger on the palmar surface up 1o
the second joint.”

Pope’s glove, however, was not a
glove, It was just what he said was— a
finger tip protector. He even called it a

glove with finger protectors joined with
straps to a wnstband, Hill alludes to
stalls being finger tips, as Pope called
them, but these become a true glave for
him, with a wrist strap to hold the fin-
ger tips firmly in place. This type of
shooting glove remains with us today,
although there are many variations on
the theme.

“‘The shooting glove is made to protect the
three first fingers of the right hand from the wearing
effect of the bowstring in shooting. It is formed
of three thimbles of stiff, smooth leather, having
elastic stitches to allow them to perfectly conform to
the size of the fingers... If your fingers can stand it,
shoot without gloves.’”

Maurice Thompson’s advice in 1878.

“finger tip." It was made of leather,
shaped to fir the forepart of the fingers
only, sticched on top, with a hole tor the
knuckle 1o protrude through. I've never
triedd a finger tip, nor have | even seen
one. I'd fear tor it taking off with the
arrow upon release, but it must have
worked fine for P spe and friends. Note
that Pope mentions a tab of leather
used by the bowman of ancient rimes.
There's your tab, although roday it's a
lor more sophisticated than a lirtle
prece of leacher.

Moving forward another 28 years,
the great Howard Hill had his chance
to tell abour finger protection. “The
protectors, or stalls, for the fingertips
should be selecred with care, A shoot-
ing glove works well, bat when wom all
day it often becomes uncomfortable,
especially when the weather is hot.”
Hill may have believed that a glove was
not always comtortable, but he did not
sugeest a tah. He said, “A shooting tab,
as used by many rarger archers, does not
allow the hand enough freedom of
movement 1t used in hunting.” Hill's
glove ends up just thatr— an archery

Walking forward another 135 years,
the unforgettable Fred Bear tells about
finger protection. “lt 1s acually the
skeleton of a glove, with but three fin-
ver stalls tor the first three fingers of the
drawing hand,” he says. While Bear
mentions the tab, he does not truly rec-
ommend 1, especially for beginning
archers and bowhunters. In the photos
I've seen, Bear is using a srandard
archery glove, The same type of glove
was my favorite for vears, and | could go
back to it in a minure, but today, the tab
is my choice. | have my reasons, but
they aren't good enough for anyone to
give up his shooring glove for i tab.
That's personal.,

| like the tab because it is coal on
the hand for mv favorite hunting
month of the year, September, when
darn near everything is open to the
bow in my state. While cool, it is also
warmer than a shooting glove. How?
[t can be worn right over a regular
glove, as long as the glove is not too
thick. This, for me, is a great feature
during our winter rabbir hunts and
late deer seasons. | also ger a clean
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release with a tab. As for it getring in
the way, it doesn't. I've learned to tum
it around so that it rests on the back of
my hand when 'm hiking. It only
takes seconds to turn it back into the
shooting position.

A shooting glove does a good job.
Anyone who prefers the glove over the
tab should keep it that way. | never did
tindd the glove a problem, including the
groove that sets in. Supposedly, once
the glove is deeply grooved by the
string, a good release 15 impassible,
since the string has to jump out of the
aroove for the arrow to get away. Maybe
s0, but thar never happened ro me or to
those friends who still preter the glove
over the tab. Also, the glove is supposed
to give a less smooth release than the
tab, because the fingers can pinch
together tightly around the nock,
which doesn’t readily happen with a
tab. Again, maybe so, but I never had a

“Nobody can tell a
bowhunter which tab or

glove to buy. The best |
can do is give a little
rundown of a few of

each, allowing the indi-
vidual to try those he

thinks might suit him.”

problem with glove release, nor do my
friends. I've seen newcomers with the
glove pinch the nock so hard that the
arrow was actually forced downward
{bent) against the riser of the bow, but
that problem can get unlearned n a
hurry.

There are dozens of ditferent shoot-
ing gloves and tabs currently available,
so many that an archer can literally
spend vears trying different ones until
he finds what he really likes, The soft

leather or hard leather choice is by itse™
a problem. It seems to me that softer
leather allows a truly good feel of the
string, which [ don’t mind ac all, whils
harder leather no doubr offers a b
slicker surface for a clean release. The
soft leather/hard leather choice exises
with tabs as well as gloves. Tabs are
made of many different materials nowa

days, including synthetics, Some tabs
have finger separators (dividers), some
don't. I've always had good luck with
the separator, which keeps the index
finger and second finger apart so thes
cannot pinch the nock, bur 1T recentl

tried a tab without a separator, and
warked fine tor me, It's a marter of prac-
nice, | think.

Nobodv can tell a bowhunter
which tab or glove to buy. The best |
can do is give a littde rundown of a few
of cach, allowing the individual 1o

those he thinks might suit him. '

Western Style Finger Tab
Jack Howard Archery Co.
21914 Hwy. 20
Nevada City, CA 95959

This tab is made of double
thickness Cordovan leather with a
hard slick surface. It takes glove
powder (talcum) very well, making
an even slicker surface for a good
release. As with manv tabs, this one
may need minor adjustment, which
normally means trimmung a lictle bir
of leather from the index finger por-
non.

Cordovan Shooting Tab
Screaming Eagle, Inc.
P.O. Box 4507
Missoula, MT 59806

Proving how different tabs con

also made

be, of
Cordovan leather, bur irs design is

this one s
entirely its own. It is one layer thick,
and 1t does nor have a finger separa-
tor or divider. It may take a day or
two to get used to this aspect if your
present tab does have a divider, but it
can be done, One longbow shooter
proclaimed that he gor the best

release ever using this tab.

The Shooting Glove
Jerry Hill Longbow Co.
P.O. Box 231
Wilsonville, AL 35186

This shooting glove carries no
fancy name. Jerry Hill wants it that
way, because he sees this glove as a
true classic. It's a dead ringer for his

Uncle Howard'’s glove, and it's made

A Few of Fadala’s Favorite Tabs and Gloves

the nighr way of the best materials.
[t's built o last a lifetime. Straps and
wristhband are of soft leather with
Velero fastener, while finger stalls are

made of much harder leather.

Abel Shooting Glove
Abel Mfg. Co.
6915 N. Frontage Rd.
Fairland, IN 46126

This glove is not in the tradi-
rional style, and those who wanr a
truly comfortable shooting glove
may find it perfect. It is made of rel-
anively soft leather, which does not
readily take a groove, [t allows good
string feel, but T had no problem
with a smooth release. Instead of
strips of leather connecting the stalls
to the wrist band, there is a wide
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band of leather. It looks more like a
regular glove than most archery
shaotmg gloves, and it feels familiar

on the hand.

Saunders Fab Tab
Saunders Archery Co.
P.O. Box 476
Columbus, NE 68601

This tab is slicker than a greased
ice cube because its made of a syn-
thetic. It has a finger separator, and it
comes i many different sub-seyles.
11 wear for ages, and it doesn't take
long to get used o, It's cool and light
in the hand. The Fab Tab is a prod-
uct of modern rechnology thar works
extremely well for the traditional
archer.

NEET PRO-200 Finger Tab
NEET Products, Inc.
Rt. 2, Box 269B, Hwy. 50
Sedalia, MO 65301

Another absolutely unique tab,
the PRO-20C0, has whar NEET calls
a “touch and close hook and loop
finger adjustment strap” for proper
mndwidual fit. This tab can actually
be disassembled for parts replace-
ment, Iy made, essentially, of

Cordovan leather.

NEET PFT-H Pinch Free Tab
NEET Products, Inc.
Rt. 2, Box 269B, Hwy. 50
Sedalia, MO 65301

Another neat rab from NEET,
this is one of my all-time favorites, It
comes - different styles, including
the RT.E Rib Tab Facing, which
makes less conrace with the string for

less friction. There is also a Super

Leather option that is soft enough
for string teel, bur slick enough for a

tine release.

Damascus Shooting Glove
Butler's Bowhunting Supplies
163 Bear River Drive
Evanston, WY 82930

Proving that when it comes ro
gloves, vou never know whar varia-
tion you might see, the well-made
and interesting Damascus Shooting
Glove bhas Velero fasteners; its
made of tanned deerskin, but the
tips are reinforced with goat skin,
and 1t has a pull-tape fastener to
ensure a snug fir.

Super Archery Mitt-Tuab.
Kustom King Arrows
1260 E. 86th Place
Merrillville, IN 46410

The Super Archery Mitt-Tab is
exceedingly different from other rabs
by design alone. It is adjustable for
up to one-fourth inch to accommo-
date different finger sizes, and it’s
made of a single piece of leather so
cleverly constructed that it looks like
multiple picces sewn together— bue

there are na stirches.

Megu Glove
VISTA
3505 E. 39th Ave.
Denver, CO 80205

The Mega Glove is this com-
pany’s sub-model of their Comfort
Glove, It's made of cordura back-
ing with different facings, includ-
ing what the company calls Mega
Hide tips. Wide elastic wrist band
and flexible knuckle area are other

features.

Black Widow Wilson Tab
Black Widow Custom Bows, Inc.
P.O. Box 2100
Nixa, MO 65714

The Black Widow Wilson Tah
is named for the Wilson Brothers,
who oniginally owned the Black
\X"hl(‘\\‘
design is entirely unique. Made of
Superleather, the tab is virtually

company. Once  again,

weatherproof. It has whar the com-
pany calls “finger fenders” that pro-
tect against string burn, This tab

went  from  target shooting to
bowhunting.

Wyandotte Glove

Three Rivers Archery

Company
P.O. Box 517
Ashley, IN 46705

The major difference berween
the Wyandotte and other shooting
gloves is the flexible band thar exists
between the finger stalls and the
wrist band. It's made of tanned
leather with closed finger tips, and
it's currently the most popular glove
sold by Three Rivers Archery.

Bateman Three Finger Under
Little Jon’s Archery
5346 Missouri Road
Marshall, W1 53559

The
Under is a tab designed for those
who do not use the English style

Bateman Three Finger

draw. Instead of two fingers below
andd one finger above the string, all
three fingers are placed undemneath
the nock,
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Tabs and gloves are made out of
wany different matervials nowa-

days. This Morituna tab is made
out of Kargareo hide. The tough-
ness of ‘roo is wctually noticeuble

On the
Marke

Abel’s shooting glove is made in the
USA, as proudly displayed an the
glove itself. This is much more a

glove ruther than finger stalls with

a connected wrist bad

of the fingers.

This Saunders Fab Tab s quite
different from vther sub-models of
the same basic design. It still has
the finger separator; however,
vaised material protects the sides

.
g

" PREMIERE

This is one of Saunders Fab Tabs.
It is @ single thickness of synthetic
combined with « single thickness
of felt. Notice the. finger separator.

ISSUE

One of many NEET finger
protectors, this is the PRO-2000
with touch and close hook and loop

finger adjustment strup for proper

indivedual fir.

¥ har+ ¢
Fadala sometimes shapes a tab the
way he wants it by using a clothes
pin, as shown here, This excellent
NEET Super Leather Pinch Free
Tabh is pinched to shape it differently.
Also note that middle finger hole has
been enlarged.

{

o

L

Here, the NEET Pinch Free Tab is
shoum dafter the clothes pin hay done
its work. The tab is now mostly flat
in shape, with ends slightly pitched
toward each other.
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ALABAMA

Alsbvma Sociers of Tradetionad Boumen, Jobin Kimbeell,
134-361-5261

Momtgmers Bowhimters Club, Bill Powell, POL Box 1367,
Montgsmery, AL 36102, 334-277.7592

Trondetbma! and Primative Archers of Alabama, Troy 1) Breeding,
OS1 Unon Road, Somerville, AL 35670,
J05.778-8871

ARKANSAS

Trucktsmal Bonhunters of Arkansas, Wayne Millican
501-327-8637, or Joe Clark 501-834.8583

Ok Tradiional Bowhsosers, John Wolf, 4322 Beaver Lane,
Favetteville, AR 72704-5535, 501-575-078%4

ARIZONA

Archers Who Care, Jim Schulez, 16144 E. Palisacdes Blvd,,
Fountan Hills, AZ 83268, 602-837-3119

CALIFORNIA

Jurtor Bonchsntey Program, Nanonal Faold Archery Assocaron,
Esther Radighero, 31407 Outer 110, Redlnds, CA 92373,
ARLT 2183

Longhow Hunters Ingematwmal, Mel Toponee, 1953
Connrrywood Coart, Walnor Creek, CA-94595-1015,
510938272

St. Sehassan’s Renarssanee Cheld, Traves Fletcher, 2200 Carbine
Court, Elverta, CA Y5626, 216-991.7905

Tradiomal Avchers of Califormia, Olivia and Robert Lawson,
6109 26ch Stecet, Rio Linda, CA Y5673-4608, 9169915350

CANADA

Willow Ridee Tricdional Bowhrasters, Jeft Barker, 2823 Howell
Dvive E., Reging, SK, Canada S4N 6031, 306-T89-5859

Treakasmad Boudnnters of Mangoba, Inc., Ron Missyabar, 338
Victor Street, Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada R3CHTP6,
204.772.8585

Frexlitsomed Bouhsnsers of New Brumsuick, Gregy | oucerte,
130 Bigses Sereer, Fredericton, New Brunswick, Canada E3B
06, 506-455-2247, 306:451-9520

Trandiriomad Archers Association of Nova Scotia. Bernand A,
Chincey, 22 Chaswood Drve, Dastmouth, Nova Scotia.
Canada B2V 2EL, 902 462.0671

Quehve Lemghow, Andre Lauzon, 20 4th Avenue, Pre-du
Domaine, He-Perror, Quebec, Canada [TV 712,
51445328\

COLORADO

Calomadn Trachtomal Archer's Socierx, PO, Box 4262, Grand
Junctom, CO 815024262, 970-242.4725

Natwmul Archery Assocuation of the 1.5, Roberr Balink.
1 Olympie Plaz, Colordio Springs, CO 80909.5778,
719-378-4576

Please send Longbows & Recurves™ your updated local

and state club information to include in our next issue.

ENGLAND

Sexiety for the Promotim of Tradivonal Archery, Hillary
Gireenland, 14 Uptan Rowd, Southville, Brstol, England BS3
TOR, #4-117-9635 4197

FLORIDA

Fred Bear Spovs Club, Frank Scorr, 3600 S.W. 41 Blal,,
Ciamnesvalle, FL 32608, 352.376-2411

Trawhtionad Benchsonters of Florida, Ron Weathermun, 21936
Freenun Drive, Umanilly, Fl. 32754, 352-669-5636

GEORGIA

Rabin Hood Avchers Range, lohn Hood, 2913 Cade Clircle,
Elberton, GA 30633-5733, 706-283-45875

Trudiriomad Bowhsaters of G, Jocoy Buchanan, 4476 Debracy
Pluce, Tucker, GA 30084, 770-270-9424

IOWA

fomoa Tradisonad Bowhaonters Society, Jim Miller, 349 Ceneral
Avenue, Evansdale, 1A 50707, 319-232-7066

IDAHO

Idaho Tragisomal Bowhanters, Doug Chuse, 4307 N. Anchor
Wiy, Bowse, 1D 83703.3168, 205-336.6761

ILLINOIS

Wereny Tradimonalisty, Jeff Carr, Box 166, Hildago, 11 62432-
Q166, 6187932005

Somthern Wions Tradisonal Bowhimters, Larry Hughes, 174 Rock
Sprines Road, Makonda, 1L 62938, 618-529- 25818

INDIANA

indiars Limghow Associanom, Robert Schumake, Box 33,
Fauland, IN 46126-9803, §17-835-7239

Indhana Traditonal Bowhunters Assoctagion, O, |, Caorett, 2810
N Shab, Austin, IN 47102, 812-752.6264

KANSAS

Kansas Traditional Archers Assocuanon, Kip Hotfoin, 9512 Hwy.
K177, Alta Vista, KS 66834, 913-490.0328

KENTUCKY

Bearhill Tradivonal Avchers, Howard L. Rogers, General Delivery,
Hizel, KY 42049.9999, 502-492.8505

LOUISIANA

Ravou State Bosohumters Association, Russell Lantier, HCIS, Box
71H, Homer, LA 71040, 315.927.3915

Louistana Traditsomad Bowmen, Tray Laurent, PO. Drawer 160,
Morganza, LA 70739, 504-694-2223

Many Archers Club, Bud Frey, 1104 Maple Avenoe, Many, LA,
71449, 318.256.5769

MASSACHUSETTS

St. Sehastm Archery Socaery, Tom MeDonald. 124 Lake Sereet,
East Weymouth, MA Q2189, 617-335-3424, 617-335-1769

Cren LisTiNgs continued on page 63,
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Most of us can remember certain events during childhood that

shaped the course of our lives— events that, as adulls, we recognize
as important factors in the mix that made us who we are.

For Randy Bain, it was a father’s gift.

v
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(11 v Jad bowghe me a bow when [ was five vears old,”
he said. “He was active in archery at a rime when
not many people were. | have pictures of him as

@ young man, honting with a recurve. There weren't any

compoundd bows then. Because of his love of archery, | had o

lowe for it even as o young chald.”

Bain sull hars thae bow. He also buas the first bow he ever
made, n ome-prece recurve “so ugly 1 don't even show it o
people.” And he sl has a love of traditional archery that
bums brighter every vear

The son ot o Bapnst minuster, Randy Bam was bom in
Calhoun County, Mississippi. His famuily moved to Lafavette
County when his father accepred o call o a Baptist church
there, and he grew up roaming the area’s hardwood ridges
and bottoms. Today, he oo is o huskand and father, and a
Baptist pastor. At thiny-cight, he is also an accomplished
and recommized howyer.

Baimn has been o bowyer for vearss by the time he was
reen, he was o skilled archer. "l was
about that nme that compounds came
out,” he said, “F thoughe they were the -
greatest thing since shiced bread. Yo
coukd hold them longer and they shot so
mvch harder. So 1 wenr to a compound
like everybody else.” But the infatuation
wirs short-lived. “Ir was just 100 mechan-
wal,” Bum explamed. 1 lost my kove for
archery. | kept thinking abour when |
was ot boy and how much | loved . |

 “Building bows,
he sayg.bm relief sometimes | don't, but | tell them Fll do
from a stressful

prof&sion.
‘Bverybody needs

was hearthreaking to mvest twenry-five hours in something,
then have 1o go back to the drawing board. | existed on sheer
determmation.”

The problem, he found, was due to maoisture, or a lack of
it "1 really didn't understand how critical moisture was in
wod,” he sard. “In order 10 cure the epoxy that holds ami-
nated limbs together, the limbs must be heated. [ was getting
them so hot for so long that | was driving every bir of mois-
ture out of the wood. It was mixing with the epoxy, or form-
ing & barmer, and the epoxy wouldn't hold. Since |
climinated that problem, 1 have not had any-—~ not any—
delaminate.” Once he perfected his design and rechnique,
Baim set to work. *1 started out trying to sell as many bows as
| could,” he said. “But when you try to make a living at some-
thing, it's work. And | already have a job. [don't do it for the
money any more. | do it for fun.”

Building bows, he says, brings relief from a stresstul pro-
fession. "E\'cryhn!y needs something like that o they're
going to live very long. IF someone calls,
| can’t promase that | can build them a
I\nw. Somenmes | have the tme and

my best. Most people understand thar |
~don't do it as a business.”

Bain wses both exoric and local
Lot wods, and currently works with bubin-
‘ 0 gaand zebra wood from Africa and osage
- orange, or bodock, from trees less than
twenty mules from his home. Inset

wanted o rekindle that, o go back accents of maple, walnue, and colorful
ke o o i bt R == ok v, i o

there. So | started shooting my old
recurve amnn, | ogoess that's where my
beginnings were.”

After  artending  semunary  in
Memphis, Bain aceepred o call 10 a
Baptist church just north of Oxford,
Misstssippi, There he began building his now prized Genesis
recurves — namesakes of the Biblical word for “beginning.”

“I just had o dream,” he sand. “I think thar is how every-
thing strts, when you have a dream and you try to make 1t a
reality, | had a linde shop there, and in my free time 1 worked
on my bows, FHoved i so much thae I'd get up at four o'clock
in the momimg and work Late ar night.” Bur success Jdid not
come easily. The sleck recurves he makes today reflect yvears
of ettort and experimentation. Notehooks log every how
buile, specifications, and the result. It o bow failed, Bain
would determme the cawse and comrect it or iy something
new, The end result s a high-performance, custom takedown
that is both fast and beautiful. Doing it the hard way, he
toond, was the best way 1o leam. “1 didn't know anvhody
who made bows, «o 1 ondered some lireeature and did ir by
tral and ercon” he explamed. “And [ made a lor of mistakes.
A ot ot my early bows blew up the fint time | drew them. It

tlfley"regolngtollve
: .:erylongm

rain forest woods add to each bow's
character. “Bubinga and zebra wood are

cautiful,” he sad, “bur bubinga is the
% hardest stuff I've ever seen. It's so hard
that when you sand it, it bums, The
bodock bow I'm working on now won't
be as pretty as those, but it will be unique, The wood came
from trees near Sardis Lake that were knocked down by an
fce storm two years ago. | grew up out there, so that wood is
special 1o me”

For Bun, the work involved m building each new bow
is truly o labor of love. “You hold a piece of wuu\l in your
hand, and you realize i was once a living tree,” he said.

“With your own sweat, you carve it out and put it together,
then use what you've made to shoot at a deer or a target. | get
a great deal of pleasure from that”

It should come s no surprise that the tradimonal aspects
of archery and bowhunting are Jear 1o Ban, The fact thar
traditional archers rely on themselves, mther than their
cquipment, makes the sport unique. “Tradinonal archery i
something that's filled with warmth and lore,” be said. “Irs
romantic, Shooring a bow that's not mechanical tn any way,
relying completely on your instinets, wses all of your

A
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Randy Bain's takedoun vecurve fumctions with accuracy and power.

Ciod-given abilities. | think thats why mraditional archers
enjov archery more than smvone else. There are more
rewands than ?h-u\ VOuL N Y

Learming 1o shoot mstnctively, he believes, s withim
everyone’s grasp, “You con tain yourself,” he sakd, “Your
mind progeams the spead of that arrow and the destance o
the narget. 've heard people compare i1 to throwmg a foor
ball, A goad quarterback drops back, sees an open receiver,
and st theows i, Evervehine s done in his bram. He does
not pdee the distance or coess whether its twenry, twenty
hive, or llmh \ |hi~. .‘u Just l|'.|--\\s I, f‘\\'r\llun'_' IS automat
i s the same with tradinional archery. I all rakes place in

vour bram, i that really makes it o kot of tun. Sometimes

Loncaows & REcurves'™

vou make errors and mss. But thar just reminds you that
you're human,”

'\Il N l.i lml!'(')’_ l‘\ NS s own recurves th- u_‘ln-\n
Mississippi™s bow and gun seasons for deer and occasionally
during the spring turkey season. And though he has nor yer
[‘L\lt " | Tr-'l"l. ‘A“ ‘,L \\1"\ e v" .'(‘ I\l\\*_ 'l( \K‘:Y ”'ll’- N
not blame the equipment. His nerves, he says, are the culpr
“I conld tell vou abour some really big deer 've missed with
my bows.” he said, laughing. “l was easing roward my stand
one moming # few vears aguo, just at davhehe. | was moving
real slow, fust Jookme. | saw a flicker of movement, then saw
' J. ¢r Coming n-:ln J« wWwn IhL' ~|un-,'|| Tow ml me, l just

s ;‘;‘\.i OVET INLO a treetop It was a massive "t;\'k— s
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sive one, It walked out into the water, tuened and came righe
to me. Finally, at about twenty yards, he stopped and tumed
broadside. Whether 1 shor high or low, | don't know. But 1]
missed.” The buck,
twenty vards and stopped again. Bain loosed another arrow,
mussing again. The deer ran fifty yards further and stopped

neck swollen in rut, bounded ,||*<uu|

again. “I had a grunt call, so | started grunring,” said Bain.
“The deer ran right back to me and stopped about fifreen
vards on the other side of my treetop. By then, 1 was jello. |
was torally shook. So [ let another arrow go, and of course, it
hit a tree. And then he was gone.™

Missing, he knows, 15 part of the game. Enjoving the
opportunity, not necessarily the result, is at the heart of tra-
ditional archery. “A lor of people are trying to make a name
tor themselves, to ger a record-book buck regardless of the
cost, he said. “I'm probably talking from a preacher’s point
of view, but 1 think they've lost sicht of what success 1s in
hunting, If | come home empry handed, it's not what's in my
hand that counts bur what's in my heart, and my heart is
always full. 1 may not have a lot of entries in the Pope and
Young hook, but [ have a lot of entries in my heart. Success
15 what you get out of it. For me, it's enjoyment. The satis-
taction, fellowship, and enjovment that comes from tradi-
tional archery is beyond description.”

By that standard, Randy Bain is successful indeed.

New!
Custom recurves
by Bob Lee & Dale Stahl
and custom long bows by
Dale Stahl and Susq. \l‘lh?l’\

J & M Traditions

We carry a full line of traditional
archery supplies and accessories

Christian Bowhunters
of America

Exalting

Christ as R
Creator! CHRISTIAN Y
Savior! i Bownuxms

Lord!

http.//

www gosher: net/choa

For membership information or to inquire about spiritual
matiers, write:

CBA
3460 W. 13th St.
Cadillac, MI 49601

Genesis 1:1 * John 3:16 * Matthew 5:16

The HOWARD HILL
LONGBOW Legend
Lives On!!
CONGRATULATIONS on yvour
@-point buck, Andy!

“I'm owriting to tell you how
pleased Tam with my new Howard
Hill  longbow,”  writes  Andy
Cappone of New Kensington, PA,
“The bow is beautiful and it hun-
dles and shoots as gaod as 1t looks.
Sixteen days after 1 received my
bow [ harvested this 9-point buck

at alfordable prices. Ask about our
trakde-in program
We specialize in muking custom
cedar and aluminum arrows and
custom flermish strings,

We offer an arrow Kit specially designed
to help solve arrow flight problems.
Open Tuesdays and Thursdays 9-9,

Saturdays 9-3, and other days by appoint-
ment. Visa & MasterCard accepted.

J & M Traditions

R.D. #2. Box 413 « Sunbury. PA
17801
(717) 286~

7887

with my “big 5'! I've looked at, handled, and shot a lot of different longbows try-
ing to make up my mind on what 1 wanted 10 buy. I'm glad I decided on a Howard
lhll longbow. It’s everything [ expected and more!”

“It's @ good feeling 10 know that the longbow T hold in my hand 15 what Howard
Hill U)l\\ldkltd to be the best design and made of the best material. That's sure good
enough for me!”

Request your FREE BROCHURE featuring Howard Hill longbows and tradinion-
al archery equipment by calling 406-363-1359 or write:

HOWARD HILL ARCHERY
ory®
Howard Hill Archery

248 Canyon Creek Road

MasterCard. Visa &
Discover Card Orders Accepted
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PIGS

by Matt Schuster

ducked my heud for the tenthy tine
m fve miiouires as | pushied iy way
throuigh w bamnboo thicker along @
sl slough ™ off " of the Ocmulgee
River . in south . Geotgri. |- wits nor
cumtorable 10 chis thicket at - all:
Although it wasn't extremely bot this
July dag, 1 was convinced thar 1 had
already walked past dosens of - water
moceasing and rartlesmikes and surely
the first otie thar made it out of my
imagmation woukl be the one: with
twa sharp fanigs buried into one of my
ankles.
Eventually, after being bitten tnly
by 4 paruculacly fierce thom hush, 1

emerged into a clearing ar the end of

vy destinarion — a two hundred yird
long, - cight  yards  wide - strip - of
sorghium, fovingly planted 1o artract
the local deer und wild hog popale-
rion Three black boars, hundred
pounders at least, were just entering
the strip-twenty yards away,. torally
inawiee of ‘my presence, Spotting
them several' minutes carlier heading
toward the sorghum, | had fought my
wiry through the thick stuff n order 1o
get ainto shooring pasition before they
arrved.

Taking w shor at o big game ani-
mal is-not the mose exciting monent
m - bowbunting for me. The -mast
excliing moment for me s ot the pre-
cise momenit when | realize that Tam
going 1o get gshot ata big game ani-
mial. I is @t this momoent when my
heart st pounding, ty amis gder
weak, and 1" often gt breathing:
Luckily, shooting a tradinjorl - how. is

|

miostly & subconscious exercise and -

the less-ratthed part of my bram usial:
Ty comes through. But nor today. Lor-

“goreverything. that | know - about

shootng a longbow and managed to
miss the cliwest - boar, broadside, ar

only fiftden yards. My cedar arrow

ghided several miches vver his hack
and baried o A pine tree with
enough noise 1o scatter the group of
porkers in a marter of seconds. It s
hard to be too disappointed after pet-
tng a shot mimites into a hunt;
although it is extremely discouraging
to miss a “mmme” and manage to do
absolutely nothing nght in - the
process, 1 walked over to pull my
attow’ while. muttering age-old wis-
Jomns such-as “pick a spot” and “come
w0 full draw” | needed an excuse arx
decided that | simply was not menital-
ly ready 16 hoot a critter that afrer-
noon; | had too much of the city left
in'me,

L had heen “padal to the metal™ All
day long; | pushed to get my work

done by noon Friday so | could get in

a two and o half day hunt. By
Thursday. moming, [ felr that |
deserved even more time off, so.mid-
afterngdon [ loaded up and sped away
from: Adanta determmed o slip in an
evening hunt. The nming was perfect.
The weatherman was calling for a e
cool wevkend, with highs anly in the
exghties. The numerous sorghum strips
planted at The Paradise Hune Clab
were tipe enough o artract pigs from
miles around. | arnyved at caop with
anhour. of - dayhght 1o spare, '« 1.
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Muatt Schuster with pig from Paradise.

touched up o tew broadbeads, threw on

ll:LiL |‘I|"L u!,l Posor
to take o

shots, andd tox kot o lll\ river, | wis so

b \IIIH

Jdecsion ot few prknce
rushed that | simply was nor ready 1o
Jdeal wirh the quick success thar | found
when | ran into the thre |n--_{~

Back ar comp that evening, | com
miserated with several other members
AN bad Been o pags, but no pork was
destined tor the gnill just yer. Our ¢lubs,
iectionarely konown as the “Paradise”
consists of four thousand acres of plint
\'.'
cypress swamps along the Oemulgee

The best fea-

pines, hardwood  bortoms, and

“l‘.\( in south ( ;v.--[-_‘lt

ture of the club, besides the tact that it
|

is mrensely managed for deer and hoge
by the club’s tounder, Sam Roberts, s
that membershup s reserved tor madi-
lll‘“‘ll i'l’\\ll?'”[l'r\ \‘l‘l'\ l I'.\ ganw r‘ “‘
ulanson ar the Paradise 1s excellent, and
the pigs har o peak dunng the summer
months when sloughs are brinsming

with cravfish, and the <orghum and

other tasty morsels are nipening i the
fitty ncres of food plors, Both the rerrin
ind the natural notsiness of the quarny

and stalk bowhunting the

HHL\ ~[‘|-(
ideal ractic for arrowing a pag. Sull s
not easy. The hogs here are wild, nor

ence | Mo I :\ .hLLI. lll\l l4|k)|‘.;‘ \ Hnl\

PREMIERE
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(w kg boar off the vround with tradition

equipment is tough. To keep the poy
lation high, club members v to taks
only pigs less than one hundred pound
or large boars and prorect the big bre
UT SOWS ‘l\ nws hc\'kr.‘ h NATS are numaeT
ous bur extremely wary and hard
approach except when running a sow
h\' i

After an evening spent telling ty
ical hunter lies, shooting bows, o

W nlnlulv_‘ c”x-;ﬂuh swWim i tlu by

next to camp, | could tell that my innes

tmng was slowing down to maech the
pace of lite in the swamp. | was read
the next moming as | lete camp wit

longbow in hand, amfident that
meeting with a pig this day would resuls
in fresh pork lom on the smoker for Jir

ner. | headed for a thousand-acre tce
of thickly planted pines on hugh sand
ground erisscrossed with food plots. The
area offered not only everyrhing a pig
needs; cover, food, and water, but every
thing a hunter needs: numerous pigs
ind sandy soil made for silent stalking
The sun had not ver crested the trees
when | had action: Several mucous
poreine squeals violared the peaceful-
of the
instantly tilled my head with visions of

Uss sumimer. moming ana

large boarx fighting over i hor sow. The

COMMITOTION Wiass -':II\ d coupie hul'.\lh.

virds awav and 1 closed in gquickly. At
sixty vards, | could see waves of
sorghum tossing violently as o lange

band of pigs npped seed beads fron
stalks. The sorghum, abour thirty inch
es high, hid the pres trom view, but
lowed me o sneak 1o less than forty
vards. Unfortunately, the greenery also
kept me from being able to pick out
shooter, Feeding hogs move quickly and
as the group moved away from me, |
fours] myself hurryimg to close wirhin
killing rance. The key to getting a shot
at a teeding hog s to hang back at forny
Hirey

which pig you desire. then to move in

of vards until you cin wdentity
quickly tor the hot. If you move in on
a large group of roving hogs, then spend
too much time pickeng our a Greget, you
risk bemne betrayed by an ermant breeze

or bemg spotted by one of the many

LonGrows & ReCURVES'™
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sows amd piglers sure 10 be intermuin-
gling with the shooters, When the pigs
are feeding in any kind of thick cover,
picking out o shooter can be an exercise
i hruseration

| coukd whennify three laree black
browes and shaking sorghum told me thae
there could be another dozen pigs in
adkdivion. Atter tollowing them tor near-
Iv tifteen minutes | el sure thar | had
wentitied the boar, and 1 carctully
Closed trom torey to fifteen yards i thir-
tv seconds. Unfortunarely, the two
other large porkers, probably sows,
moved up with my mtended prey and
by the time | was in shoating position |
amply could noe tell which was the
boar. 1 picked a spot yust behind the
shoulder of the closest hog, which was
teeding Blisstully unaware of my pres-
ence, andd imagined my wrow zipping
through it But | could not shoot. | did
not want to chance shooting o big
breeder sow by mistake

As 1 searched for some sign of
porcine masculinity on this cnrter, sev-
eral smaller pags began 1o teed toward
me followed by a mature gray sow, As
these nonsshoaoters moved i on me, |
tinally contirmed thar my imagined tar
get of moments aco was indeed o boar,

LONGROWS & RECURVES™Y

but [ no longer had o shot | silently
cursed my luck as the group of smaller
Pigs. twenrty ;\umJ\'h at the most,
moved within 2 bow length of me.
What, seconds betore, had seemed like
a sure thing was now rapadly unravel-
ing, and that “not again” feeling
shipped into my brain. | hun-
kered down and tried 1o
impersanate @ bush as the
lead |\lu|ul M l‘n.'lll on
top of me and sturted
srunting. This
canghr the atren-
rion of the big
md  she
took one look at
sounded an

MW

me,

alarm snort and my
hunt appeared 10 be
OVEr a8 Pigs TN every-
\\i)\'r('

As | squatted in the
sand at the edge of a food
strip mutrening o myself, 1 heand 2
grunt, then another, commg through
the sorghum toward me. Evidently, ar
least one pig hid been too busy chow-
g down o heed the alarm call and
wirs now searching for his companions.
He closed i on me fast and T just hid
rime to put one knee down as he
emerped from the stalks direcely in frone
of me. At ten yards, the ¢ighry-pound
boar looked up, saw the lump squarted
n front of him and stopped dead in his

The

longhow

tracks. string of  my

inched slowly back toward my face as |
waited for this hirtle porker 1o num side-
ways. As if on cue, he began 1o circle
and just as he began to show signs of
spooking, | released and warched the
yellow teathers of my arrow zip through
both lungs. He squealed and made a
mad dash for the safery of the nearby
pine thicket.

| rolled off my knees and scoored
up under a rree, For twenry minutes |
simply sat and enjoved the summer
moming and the satistving feeling of
success. As T oruminared about how
lucky | was o be carrving my bow
around  this beautiful place, the sun
cleared the tops of the trees surrounding
me and the temperature began to rise
noticeably. This was Georgta in July
atter all. The numerous bind calls of the
morming were quickly being replaced by
the constant drone of heat loving
msects. When | could stand 1o want no
longer, 1 eased down the rows of
sorghum until | Hound the beginning of
a steady blood tral. A short fifty vards
into the woads lay my barbecue,

Sam Roberts s fond of saving thae
the only bad thing about pig hunting is
that you might end up wirth a dead pig, |
hitve my own shghtly more positive ver-
sion of this saving, and it goes like ths:
Cleanmg a dead piz in the hot summer
sun may not be a heck of a lot of fun, but
it sure as heck beats digging a sharp

broadhead our of an old pine tree.
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The African Elephant—

Howard Hill’s
Childhood Dream

by Jerry Hill

1 is an exciting moment in archery
history. Howard
Hill stands atop an ant hill in the
Belman Congo. High above the ele-
phant grass, he knows that one small

Fifty-vear-ald

blade of grass can deflect his arrow
and caunse a miss ot the killer bull cle-
phant. He shoots with a special bam-
boa elass backed longbow, and the
arrow finds its mark between the ribs
into the heart and lungs, The five-ton
long as the
longbow comes crashimg down.

elephant with tusks as

Immediately a second elephant
charges. Hill draws another arrow,
this time shooting the beast in the
head. The elephant veers off into the
bush, almost trampling Hill and a
cameraman,

Fortunately for bowhunters, the
moment is captured by a film crew for
the movie, “Tembo.” The film follows
Hill, who died i 1975, on his nine-
month African expedition in 1950.

When this expedition was over,
Hill, wha already had the reputation
as the world’s foremost bowhunter,
lacked only the thinoceros of the big
five mame since he killed three ele-
phants, a cape buffalo, two African
lions, and a leopard on this expedi-
tion. His bird shooting, including
many  difficult wing shots, netred
guinea fowl, ducks, sand grouse, and
buzzards. He also ook .H\h‘lﬂ’,‘('. wo

cheetahs, jackals, hyenas, repriles, and
fish. Howard Hill's African elephant
hunt is especially remarkable since it
made him the first white man on
record to kill an elephant with a bow
and Orther
archers could then think of the ele-
phant as fair game for the bow and

NONPOISONOUS  Arrow,

AIrOw,

NS ssdssecasoe

Jerry Hill

they were guite Jdifferent, Made of a
special 24SRTX Easton aluminum
tubing instead of his favored wood
arrows, the elephant arrows were 41
inches long and weighed 1700 grains
This stze and weight increased the

“He would tell his father of his

future plans to ‘kill an elephant

with my bow.

Although Hill’s favonite weight
hows for hunting were berween eighty
and 110 pounds ar full draw, rhe
equipment he used in the African
expedition was specially made during
the months previous to the departure.
For the elephant he constructed a spe-
('l;l! |‘;|m|\uu L'l;ln'l‘;lckc\l lunglmw
"Gram-Ma" 115
pounds at twenty-cight inches. Heavy

called drawing
pulling as it was, this weighe was still a
far cry from the 172 pound osage bow
he used to set his flight record on
February 26, 1928, but he thought it
would be more than enough since in
previous tests, he had shot his arrows
through five automobile tire casings.
The arrows for "Gram-Ma" had the
usual parabolic flerch, but otherwise

r»

danger of the hunt because arrows
thar large were a bit clumsy to handle
when nocking and drawing. To be
really effective the arrows would have
to be shot from a fairly close distance.

The broadheads were made of gun
barrel steel and hardened 1o the hard-
blade. The

broadheads were barbed in design and

ness of a crosscut saw
the ferrule was welded 1o the blade.
The toral lengrh of the head measured
8-3/4 inches from tip to tip. The mam
blade measured four inches long and
1-1/8 inches wide, with straight edge
cutting surfaces and vent holes to
avoid wind-planing or side-stepping
while in flight. The ferrule was
reduced in size to one inch o allow

44
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Photogrophs courtesy of Jerry Rl

t clear shot at Tembo, a known killer

Howard Hill stands atofr an ant hill well above the tall grass for a
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Ed Hill, Wayne Stotler, Carl Mikude, and Howard Hill pose with second bull elephant.
Note the arrow placement into the elephant’s left eye.

3 A e o

Wounded from the second arvow, the lion moves in for the kill.

46
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the head to be hot-melt glued ont
the aluminum shatt.

For all other arrows, Howard used
a smaller ferrule made out of the jet-
age alloy, “Duraluminum,” which was
'I\‘.l\'\'-ll\'l'l(‘\l to the main blade. The
arrows were made by the Ben Pearson
Archery Company of Pine Bluff
Arkansas, While increasing the dan-
wer of the hunt, the heavy arrow made
possible the 31-1/2 inches of penerra
tion to the elephant.

Not only did Hill's triumph over
the elephant mean archery history,
but it meant a personal triumph for
him as well. Family stories abound
about how he envisioned that some-
Jay he would kill an elephant with his
how and arrow, As early as tour vears
old he was dreaming the dream when,
in his home state of Alabama, he first
saw a huge circus clephant. As he
grew expert with the bow and arrow,
the dream conrinued as he would rell
his father of his future plans to “kill an
elephant with my bow."

Howard Hill, in his African
expedinon, lived his childhood
dream of shooting an elephant with
just a stick and string. It is fortunate
that “Tembo" lets todav's bowhunter
share in Howard Hill's extraordinary

experience. s

Note: “Tembo™ s available from Jerry
Hitl Lomgbow Co.. 515 McGowan Road
Wilsonwille, AL 35186, (205) 669-61 34

Drawing the arvow from his quiver,
Hill prepares to shoot again, Note the arrow shot
into the lion above the eve.
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hooting a round after the Howard Hill World Championship in June, Bob H

Wesley was asked by Jemy Hill to give everyvone in the group an Indian i
name. Accordingly, Dave Rostan became Stumbling Bear. Wally Renner i
secame Friar Tuck. To Gail Sparks, Bob gave the name Evening Dove, Charles ,i T
Chappell became Silver Fox, Billy Pickens became Blue Thunder, and Ron Mayer '| | 1l | jao ,"[
became Grasshopper. Only Jerry was left. Bob looked at Jerry, rubbed his chin, dug : "1 I l ‘i:::i':'
his shoes in the dirt and quietly named him. “You, Jerry, are Dark Cloud.” '! i III;:
Bunching up his forehead and looking somewhat like the new Indian name, Jerry It -:['liil _1
replied, “Yea, and who mighr vou be, Bob?™ ] am.," Bob smiled, "Bright Star.” N "l'-i!;:'lr’]‘
After a good laugh, Jerry's name was revised to Gray Hawk, and the “Indians” fin- |} 'l‘ b fi‘.
ished the round in true "brave” fashion. t"\ ‘x‘l Vi '}‘;'\'k
ALY ' \

E'\'-'3 \
1 '_‘ ‘."‘th-q
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Bull pen at the Howard Hill World Championship.
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'1 wo grandsons accompanying Johnny E Stelly of Port Barre, Louisiana "r {

| did some shooting which nivaled some of the adult shooting at this vear's

t: omstana Traditional Bowmen's Shoot in St Francisville, Lovisiana, A

strong interest in frying bugs in a aitronella candle around the evening campfire,
|: however, took precedence over later archery talk with nine-year-old Johnny

S A i| Stelly and brother seven-year-old Chance Stelly, along with other youngsters.
\ \ AR ’ |‘ It vou and your family haven'r told stories, sang songs, and fried some bugs
i around a campfire with other archers at a traditional rendezvous, Longbows &

1

Recurves™ urges vou to put it in your plans for next year.

(17 (R URTIPUSTATYY Ux el

=3 S WY
Mickey Wilson and friends wuit for the next moving target
at the Hill shoot.

D.D. Quillian hones in on the target
in Wilsonwille, Alabama.
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Michael Stanley, Jr. waits for Tembo to take to the bush,
at the Hill shoot.

Tom McBraver retrieves arvow at the Howard Hill World
Championship, in Wilsonville, Alubama.

Tigiilatiey | o e BRI

1 ' 4

| an Quillian i Athens, Georgia tells of a shooter coming to him not {I

I Blnnu ago complaining he just couldn't ger straight arrow flight. ::

|l “While 1 stood behind him,” Quillian says, “he was drawing the |
\\\\ ‘ bow about an inch and a half to the left and gripping it like 1t was a baseball :|

X hat.” After Quillian explained the correct hand placement and was told /|

‘ “That's not the way | shoot,” he replied to the shooter who hopefully leamed ¥

} his lesson: “Well, all [ can say to that is, it all you want to do is practice your
mistakes, then you'll never be the archer vou could be.” \
|
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arbara Sims of Baton Rouge, Louisiana sent a newspaper clipping not long

T il ago telling ot how sheriffs Jcpunm in Jefterson Parish were planning to use

\‘“ H'lg!,:-'i!‘.: 1| crosshows to answer calls fro m residents when nutria, rar-like mammals,
\ il i El it show upin backvards and other confined areas. The Associated Press story relates
‘ | RESIHY , It that crosbows and specially-made arrows are being used in human-populated
it i;'v"l |- areassince bullets can ncochet from the .22 caliber rifles depaties normally use for

l T [;’.l, l (i such hunts, Why don't we send them some tradittonal bows and some volunteers?

' “’J.ll, AR R A AN w | , ' ‘ YI
T ol

“»’ J :r‘, : '.'"-v‘
MNLID

The Louisiana Traditional Bowmen's rendezvous includes not only shooting, but the camaraderie of fellow archers.
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Hiawatha

Based on Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow’s
story titled Hicwatha
and the Pearl-Feather

’

by James C?ai ain Walker

ire-spitting  serpents
swimming in black waters
that stretched to a sunset
ever purple guarded the land
of the GQGreat

Manito of Wealth and Wampum,

Pearl-Feather,

also knoun as the evil Magician.
The Great Pearl-Feather slew
Hiawatha's great grandfather by
wicked craft, for the Magician
controlled the cruelest killer of
all, Disease. Pearl-Feather sent
Disease, inuisible, from the dark
marshes against the People.

Hiawarha's grear grandfather did
not see Pearl-Feathers henchman steal
l"\(' L'!" MIL\C\I
breathed his poisonous vapor upon the
tather of Nakomis. Then the coward
stole back to his master in the black

upon  him. assailant

swamp to boast of his conquest.
Nokomis,

Hiawatha, patiently waited for the boy

grandmorther  of

to mature into the god-man that now
he was. She bade him take his powerful
bow and straight arrows tipped with
broadheads of Jasper sharper than eagle
talons, and go forth in revenge upon
the evil Pearl-Feather and his deadly
ally, Disease.

Hiawatha boarded his birch bark
canoe. Nestling down in her transpar-
ent skin all by himself, he swept the
water with great paddle strokes. The
craft leaped torward like a salmon. The
warrior, Hiawatha, a year before swal-
lowed by a giant sturgeon, escaped by
attacking the grear fish from within
When the monster beached, releasing
the sreat archer, sea gulls tore the fish's
flesh. Now oil from the same sturgeon
dressed the sides of the cance as she
slipped silently through the water

The magic oil turmned aside the
inky liquid slapping Hiawartha's canoe
as the little boar cut a path roward the
Gireat Pearl-Feather land. The Indian

LONGBOWS & RECURVES'™ PREMIERE ISSUE
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Brave patted her side, praising her sharp
bow as it sliced the dark waters. The
canoe answered with a leap to show her
master how cunningly she parted the

aqueous barrier that lead to the land of

the deadly Magician,

A war-cagle followed high above
the canoe, screaming in anticipation of
the coming bartle. Soon Hiawatha saw
betore him huge serpents ever-search-
ing for interlopers daring to approach
the lair of the Grear Pearl-Feather. The
repiles expected easy conquest of this
tloating creature by reducing it to
tevered ash with jets of fire from their
fangs. Bur Hiawatha did not falter ar
the sight of the hideous eves staring
over the surface of the black warer.

He reached for his powerful bow,
nocking an arrow on the string, the
jageed edge of the broadhead gleaming
against the dull waters, reflecting flames
of hight flashing from the serpents' fiery
breaths. The huge snakes sensed fear for
the first time and in self-detense tried to
instill the same emotion in the heart of
the archer. "Go back. You are but a boy,
Or fires will consume vou, Turm away
while vou still have life.” The warrior,
Hiawatha, concentrated only on the
skulls above  the
Blending anger with resolve, he drew
his great bow aganst the first serpent as
it rsed ats body menacingly, with fire
shooting from its long fangs.

The switt arrow parted the skull
like a sword, and the scaly beast sank in
deprhs of murky warer like a coil of per-
rified wo. Another arrow whined
from the bow with a hiss more dreadful
than the serpents’. The sharp broad-
head found its mark and a second

wiving warers,

writhing beast sank bencath the black
waters. Then another, and another,
uneil all lay on the bottom of the dread-
ed lake, coiling and uncoiling for end-
less time,

Hiawatha looked with pity upon
human corpses floatng i the stagnant
wiler, '.I” victhims of thc Oreat Pcurl-
Feather's assassin, Disease. He held in
tront of his tace the charmed scarf given
to him by Grandmother Nokomis,
breathing through the pores of the
cloth to clear the dank air of the foul
and deadly smell.

All nichr the craft of Hiawatha
made its wake, until ar last the warrior
saw betore him flames nising from the
seit. He stroked the long paddles aganst
on-coming waves until the bow of his
canoe rested upon the land where the
Manito of Wampum ruled. There,
Hiawatha landed his faithtul friend,
hiding her among green plants.

He walked not far before seeing the
lodge of the Grear Pearl-Feather, a
fortress covered with hard shells of
wampum, as the body of the evil thing
inside was likewise protected. An arrow
satled against the lodee, breaking away
a chunk of armor. “Come out, coward,
and bring thy lowly servant thar strikes
unseen,” challenged Hiawatha. The
warrior remembered to place in front of
his eves the special glass given him by
Nokomis, who tound it lying next to
her one moming after a long journey to
the Land of Dreams.

Through the glass, Hiawatha's eves
saw what lhcy could not see before.
Standing by the lodee of the Great
Pearl-Feather, a dark figure in robes, no
flesh on 1ts bones, stared ar him with an

unchanging grin. The warrior nocked
an arrow on the string of his powertul
bow and sent the shaft speeding toward
the white torehead gleaming beneath
its black cloak. The broadhead splin-
tered its target, pieces of bone flying
evervwhere, and from two caverns
where eves should have been, flames
shot out. The creature threw its arms
inro the atr with bony fingers outspread.
and, reeling, fell upon the ground.

From the portal of the lodge
stepped a figure more hideous than the
fallen one, its body covered with hard
wampum, It screamed the fierce cry of
the cougar at the sight of its companion
lving dead. Grasping a heavy stone-
head war club in one hand and a black-
tipped spear ain the other, Manito ot
Wampum strode forward, The spear
flew against the warnior, who threw
aside the magic glass from his eyes,
dodging the weapon as it roared on the
air like the wings of eagles diving our o
the clouds upon swans below.

Hiawarha a  sharp-tipped
arrow against the form i front of him.
but the jasper head shattered into a mil-
lion picces against the terrible coat of
wampum. The Grear Pearl-Feather
Langhed. “Hiawatha, grear grandson of
Nakomis's father slain so long ago, you
cannot kill me, The father of Nakomis
could not kill me. Now | will split you
like a piece of wood for the fire.”

The bhuge form moved torward,
shrieking. I know you,”" it hellowed, its
voice like thunder resounding from the
wooded hills bevond the lodge. “Best
you return to the side of okd Nokons
and tell her thar | spared vour lite to
show my great power, so great | nead

sent
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not crsh you, tor there would be no
honor in killing o weak bow” Pearl-
Feather concluded his speech with
Langh, expecting the brave 1o run. Bur
Hiawatha did not rerreat. He fired o
secomd winged shaft agamst the amor
ot wampum, Again the broadhead shat-
tered, only a few hard shells tinkling
among the rocks,

The maghty figure stalked closer.
Black feathers rose from s head like
top.
Himwarha amed his next amow below
the teathers, releasing his deadly dart.
But the jasper head exploded on the
broad forchead of Manito of Wampum,
sending i shower of sparks into the wr
like o hghming bolr striking a white
h'u!\l\"

Hiawartha lnd assde his faithfol
baw and leather quiver of arrows, tak-
mg from his belt o mighty war axe.
Blows rang through the forest like the
sounds of gladiators’ Blades ¢lashing on
ancient The hartle raged for
hours, unnil the Grear Peard-Feather's
weapon struck the shoulder of the war-
ror, sending him sprawling upon the
ground.  Hiawatha looked up ar the

burned trees on 2 mountan

armaor

grant higure Joommg over lim. He saw
next to him the bow thar already failed
against the Groar Pearl-Feather. He saw
o o small form perched upon his
leather quiver. The littde creature spoke
(8 hllll,

Phe Jull gray head of a woodpeck-
er bobbed up and down as the bind
addressed the brave warrior. “Your life is
bat one blow away, Hiawatha,” the bind
warnald, “but there 15 time 1o save vour-
self. Take up your bow with arrow of
jsper head, but aim only for the remple
of the Great Pearl-Feather. Nothing
cm prerce the front of lis granite
hewd.™ The bird rose on its wings, flut-
rerng about Manito of Wampom, who
tumed to breathe his deadly breath
agamat the small winged creature. As
Munito tumed, Hiawatha loosed his
shatt at the temple of the gant. The
broadhead ripped into the Magician's
skull fike o harpoon into Leviathan,

The Great Pearl-Feather screamad
and dropped his war axe. He leaped

LONGBOWS & RECURVES™

into the air with pun and frighe, his
black crown of teathers exphoding, his
jacket of wampum bursting into pieces,
bits of pearl shell flying. Hiawatha
watched the beast roll on the carth,
crushing lush vegetation beneath him,
The warrior fitted imother arrow on the
string, aimng again af the remple of the
Magictin, The foathered shaft flew.
Now the Grear Pearl-Feather writhed
on the carth s his serpents rolled
bencath the blick warers.

Lifeless as o fallen tree lay the
Manito of Wampum; the woodpecker
perched on o remaming singde black
feather striking out sharply from the
Magician’s head, Hiawarha crouched by
the bird. Drawing from his sheath a
sharp knife, he 1ouched the blade light-
ly agamst the up of
his own fin- -
ger. Then

the warmior pamted a red crown on the
head of the bind o wear forever in
honor of service to man. Hiowatha rent
asunder the lodge of the Great Pearl-
Feather, taking from within many trea-
sures stolen from the P 1‘]0:. These
treasures the archer placed in his taith-
ful birch bark canoe. All would be
returned 1o the tribe, save one fine bow
hacked with sinew and faced with the
scales of the Eastern diamondback.
This treasure he kept for himself, for it
was the bow of Nokomis™ slain father,
The canoe sped for home on calm
waters. The warnor’s powerful how and
quiver of sharp-headed arrows  lay
peacetully in the craft, wanting to serve
again. The great bow of Hiawatha's
great-grandfather also by ar rest, among
the treasures of the People,
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fq n  the southem  states,  the
- bowhunter encounters a wide

range of climatic conditions atfect-

ing clothing choices. Once the
hunter addresses the issue of climates,
then he or she faces the quandary of
choosing between “readitional” cloth-
ing or the vanoas kinds of modern cam-
outlage,

Over the years, in bowhunting pro-
fessionally all around the world in tem-
peratures ranging from minus fifty
degrees 10 one hundred-twenty degrees
above zero, in all kinds of terrain,
ground cover, and vegetation, | have
had 1o address the issues involved in
choasing clothing, from the stand-
points of both temperature and blend-
ing with the environment. Some of my
experience in choosing hunting cloth-
ing may be able to help the nonprofes-
sional howhunter.

One very common misconception
is that it does not get very cokd in the
South. Nothing could be further from
the truth. Those whao think that the
South does not ger cold weather are not
tamiliar with the humidity factor in
determining cold. T ean vividly remem-
ber sitting in a mee stand in south
Georgia and being o cold that [ was
shaking, | doubr thar | could have
Jdrawn my bow, | was so cold. .. and the
temperature was only in the high teens
or low rwenties! 1 have hunted in
Montana at minus twenry degrees and
been tar more comfortable.

My experience leads to my belief
that it is far better to be oo hot and
shed clothing, than be underdressed
and wish for more warm clothing.
When | am going to a new huntmng
arca, I always bring warmer clothing
thin recommended. It is a fact:
hypothermia can kill you, When | go to
hunt in the South now, Lalways bring at
least some wool clothing and long
underwear. 1also bring lighter clothing.

Keeping warm s reasonably easy,

1 One thing tor bowhunters to remember,

though, is the need for rotal quiet. Do
not wear anything thar will make even
the slightest noise. Gore-Tex and rip-
stop are terrible for the bowhunter. In
my experience, wool is really the only
answer for really cold weather. One of
the most important characreristics of
wool is its ability to keep the wearer
warm even when it is wet, In other
words, survival,
The various fleeces 13%
just do not do the 5500
job and they do not
last nearly as long

-z -
D" NS

as good wool does. %

A word to the :
wise in the selec- = .2
tion of wool cloth- |55
ing, however, wool
has to be tightly
woven. Wool with
a loose weave is
useless in keeping
warmth in, Two of
the major brands of
camoutlage
varments which are
the most expensive
are so loosely woven that the wind
blows right through them. A good rule
of thumb is not to buy any wool gar-
ment m which the threads can be seen,
My first choice in good wool clothing is
the Swannie Wool Clothing System
which is available in three different
camo patterns. Swannie clothing, made
in New Zealand, is the finest wool
clothing in the world and is hoth wind-
proof and waterproof. Shirts and pants
are  specifically  designed  for  the
bowhunter; Swannie coats are tradi-
rional New Zealand shepherd's and
hunter’s coats. Coats have detachable
hoods and extend o mid-thigh for
warmth and dryness. Filson is another
excellent choice, although not avail-
able in camo,

Lavering is important for the
bowhunter for freedom of movement to
draw and shoot. Layering traps air,
which is the best insulator. Lavering
allows warmth without nowse and solves
the problem of bulky clothing. Just

yrvTo

-

-

wool

aseTT
.

make sure that all the layers are quict.

It I were hunting in Georgia or
Alabama and the remperature was pre-
dicted to be thirty-two degrees or below,
[ would dress the same as of I were hune-
ing ar home in Montana at zero or
below. Fint would come my Extended
Cold Weather Clothing Systems
(ECWCS) polypropylene long under-

— wear, worn by
U.S. Special Forces
and  SEALS in
cold combar condi-
tons. It s the
warmest | have
found. Over rthus,
Swannie wool
pants, which come
in  three  camo
parrerns, so match-
ing  conditions
should be  easy.
The Swannie
wool shirt comes
next and over that
a Swannie coat, if
needed. | then use
Screaming  Eagle's
Woolie Boogers hand warming mitts, a
wool Balaclava helmet, then last, but
certainly not least, comes the U.S.
Army Bunny Boots. Unfortunately,
these are no longer made, so check
catalogs and Army surplus stores for the
last of these.

There are other items o use 10
keep warm when it s extremely cold,
but remember that the definition of
cold really means what is extremely
cold for you and for your area. | always
carry body, hand, and foor warming
packets which lasts for hours with me
which can be unwrapped and pur in
pockets, Woolie Boogers, or boots.
Poly-pro Balaclavas are available and so
warm it must be beyond cold.

The next clothing consideration
for the bowhunter is whether ro wear
more “traditional” clothing, or o use
modemn camo patterns, Many tradition-
al bowhunters are going back to the
basics such as the charcoal wool pants
and checkered wool shins wom by

et
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Pope and Young,
Fred Bear, Howard
Hill, Glenn St
Charles, and athers.
Others
mamtain the need

steadfastly

lll\l~||‘|L‘.l\ ;\»,\\lMl'.

A \1‘l|,‘]l' of
thoughts on that
score, Deer and most other animals are
at least partially color Blind, and they
have  trouble form.

picking  out

Movement is whar they really pick off,

AUT

“Those who think that the
South does not get cold
weather are not familiar
for camo to be as - with the humidity factor in

determining cold.”

. ’#ﬁm

g A .
{OR AND COMPANION. My favorite Mossey O

which s why it is
so much easier to
stalk on a windy
day simce move-
ment of the brush
makes tor animals
having a  harder
time  picking the

While

there is definirely a

hunter up,

great deal of markering behind the
recent popularity of the various kinds ot
camo, pood camo really does work,

especially in hard hunred areas or in

~
k pattern, Treestander, an

[ 48 ﬁ-' 3
d a bull that leoked right through me at

places with high numbers of predators,
such as Atrnica. | would not think of
bowhunting in Africa without camo. Ir
15 a face (]I.H MOSE Crearures see move
ment rather than pattern. Bur, there are
the exceprions in turkeys, baboons, and
N IHLC\‘\. l |lL'>(' Se¢ llll(‘v \Illlu'n\lﬂll;)}
Iy and differentiare color, so hunting in
a checkered shirt may be very dithiculr.

| seill have muxed teelings abour the
1ssue of camo versus no camo, probably
because | am a strong “rraditional”

||lmlcr For years | ‘unl'.\..; imn llu .\H

wool pants and checkered shart., [ 100k

twelve steps. Temperature is in the high nineties in Montana. Wearing chamoisfmoleskin fabric.

PREMIERE

ISSUE

LONGBOWS & RECURVES™



Longbows & Recurves - Winter 1996

" . .
) - -~
- - » - z Ao > e »” ‘a’ ‘:’
s - : ik e W o - M NEST TN~ > S AP
he old standby— Pexd Briomer with gray wool pants and checkered wool shirt, Buffalo from Henry Mowntains in | ‘tah. #2 in

Pope and Young. Took him at sixteen vards with a seventy-eight pound longbow with homemade compressed lodgepole pine arrow.

Jeer,  elk,  Dboear human stand aut, | limbs, seems 10 just melt into the sor

heep, a Nt “Ome Of the most ”npor“mz like camo  that  roundings. Even humans cannot spot it

lope, among othe matches my  sur-  in most cases unless the hunrer s mon
|

antmils Now, characteristics ofwool ISWS  ondings in color ing; | have actually had other hunters
wowever, | wer uhiht_\' to keep the wedarey tone, livht retlec-  walk right by me and not see me. | use

" My man tiveness, and pat-  the Fall Ruliage pattem in the carly sea

wanmn even u"hc" it IS WC‘. tern s, | |u‘|L\ son it there are lots of greens in evi-

T s "l' ("l
I do not like ro by In other words, surviv P pattemn size 10 he  dence
et 1 my Lvon crnitical. Too small In hardwoods after all the leaves
Mg spots, and or “busy™ patterns  have fallen, | use Skylines Ultimate
[ just do oot Jike bemg seen m the  tend 1o look dark and make the wearer  pattem quire a bit, especially it Tam on
woods since it s my “awav-from-others”  stand out as a "blob.” separte from the  the ground in the leaves. This pattem o
LN arroundinges also available n the Swannie Wool,
When wearmg cama, light con Mhere are excellent camo pattemns  which is great as the temperature drops
rast, or light reflection s a concern wailable, While the pomt of this arti A new camo patiermn has just been
ek clothin wch the onginal  cle s not to endorse one over another, | introduced by Greg Haskell o Skvline

Trebark pattern, i a bright, open area,  will, however, state my choices, which Camo called "Apparition™ which 1s vir

the human as o dark Blob and have worked very well for me in the  tally three dimensional. This looks

" tsce this as being mappro- South. | use Mossy Ouk Treestander,  very promising; | wall give it the test

TR t re md condiions. primanty, i their ¢h imots/moleskin - with fall whitetal hunting

Likewise, Skvline (which will actually material, | use this all over, in Afnca, Clothing s of ultmate importance

wotk as on-cama™) i oreen Sikerin. Montana, and Mexico. The when bowhunting: the nght chowces
und o n September, makes the  gnwy colon, coupled with the large tree  can make or bre ik a hunting mp. %
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LONGBOW-CO:

Distributed
throughout

the world

“See our products at a
dealer close to you, be

a part of the Hill legacy,
by making your next pur-
chase a Jerry Hill product.
Custom hand made, high
performance, and sold at

affordable prices.”

'l'r;litional Archery
Is Our Specialty.

515 McGowan Road ¢ Wilsonville, AL 35186
Phone 205-669-6134 *» Fax 205-669-0270
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Classified Rates: $1.00 per word, $20.00 minim
iiale: Pl dle ull Ao AT

T R L

Port Orford Cedar Shafts (Parallel or Tapered). Arrow-build-
ing and String-making supplies. SASE: Stahl’s Archery, Box
275, Oakwood, OH 45873,

Chartin’s custom flemish-sphced bowstrings, Boh Wesley's
favonite. In B30 dacron with long, tight servings. Black,
white, vellow, red, and green or any combinanion. To order,
send bow weight and length, recurve or longhow. Send exact
length of old string measured on the bow. $10.00 each. To

Steve Chartin, Route 2, Box 183A, Goodview, VA 24005,

Cren LISTINGS, continued from page 35.

MINNESOTA

Amevcan Avchery Coungil, lames Shubert, 205 Pleasant
Avenue, Park Rapids, MN 56470, 218-732-7747

Pope and Young Club, Glenn E. Hisey, RO. Box 548, Chatfield,
MN 53923, 507-867-4144

MISSOURI

Flarock Tradinonal, Ben Gueulerre, 3244 W, Lombard,
Sprngheld, MO 63802, 417-563-5275

MISSISSIPPI

Mississippi Bowhunters Assacranom, Max Thomas, PO, Box
16915, Hattieshurg, MS 394046915

Mississippu: Tradetiemal Archers Association, Jerry Kattawar, 36
Abide Dnive, Greenville, MS 38701, or Terry Margan
601-226-483]

MONTANA

Fraciiona Bowhunters of Montana, Cris Fannelli, 1215
Pineview. Missoula, MT 59802-3240, 406-728-6058

Professiemal Bowhunters Sociery, Jim Chinn, 210 Green Acres,
Butte, MT 59701, 406-494-4859

NORTH CAROLINA

Carolima Traditonal Avchers, Dave Foulk, Route #1, Box 57-A,
Spruce Pine, NC 28777, 704-765-1701

Latte River Stickbows, Kenneth Byrd, Roure 2, Box 350A,
Linden, NC 28356, 919-893.9852

NORTH DAKOTA

Bowhineers of Amerwa, Elbert Hartwig, PO, Box 1702,
Bismarck, N 38502, 701-255-1631

NEW HAMPSHIRE

Clieb Pond Archers, Bob Perry, PO Box 179, New Durham, NH
JD3833-0179, 603-859-4261

NEW JERSEY

Uated Sportsmans Associanem of Novth Amenca, Skip Myers, No.

I Oak Avenue, Sewell, NJ 08080, 609-358-4891
NEVADA
Nevada Tradioonal Avchers, Mitch Sowl, 4486 Center Drive,
Carson City, NV 89701-6711, 702-885-9584

LonGeows & RECURVES™

NEW YORK

Tracdizomal Archers of Southemn New York, Roberto E. Granato, 1
Garmany Place, Yonkers, NY 10710-5106, 914-961-739%0

OHIO

Ohio Sociery of Tradinenal Archers, Hoot Gibson, 614-468-3422

OKLAHOMA

Green Counery Traditional Archers, Don Scott, Re, 2, Box 1-3,
Claremore, OK 74017, 918-342-0081

OREGON

Lost Art Bowtwenters, Al Kimery, 42626 S.E. Klinesmith Road,
Sandy, OR, 97053-9608, 503-637-3144

Saddle Mowntam Tradional Archers, Bob Bingham, Rr. |1,
Box 6418, Astoria, OR 97103-95801, 503-325-9566

PENNSYLVANIA

Clay Lick Bowtuatrers, Hoot Gibson, 614-468-3422

Hockmg Hills Bowhinters, Hoor Gibson, 614-468-3422

Meeker Conservatom Club, Hoot Gibson, 614-468-3422

Swugar Creck Archers, Hoot Gibson, 614-468-3422

Permuwoods Tradinonal Bowhinters, Mike Antonace, 362 Bagdad
Road, Leechburgh, PA 15656, 412-843-7674

Seneca Tri-State Traditional Archers, Bill Sisler, 314 Hainer Road,
Amity, PA 15311, 412-883-2520

UTAH

Professional Avchers Association, Cindy Rhode, 26 Lakeview
Drive, Stansbury Park, UT 84074-9668, 801-882-3817

Utah Woxxd Bow Club, Dan Perry, Salem, UT 84653-0479,
801-423-2354

VIRGINIA

Iradhiomal Bowhunters of Virmnia, Bob Seltzer, 7588 Woodstown
Drive, Springtield, VA 22153-3528, 703-644-9708 or John
Gresham, 304-445-1411

Virgiua Traditional Bowhnters Associaton, Jason Blount, PO.
Box O, Farmville, VA, 23901, 804-392-6388 or Tom Lester,
RO4-595-3104

WASHINGTON

Traditemal Bowhunters of Washimguon, Jerry Krauth, 326 DeKay
Road, Hoquiam, WA, 98550-9303, 360-332-6901
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by Wayne Hoffman

The harvest moon shone brightly through the branches as | left the
trail and made the final approach to my stand two hundred yards through
the open hardwoods: | quietly cursed the light. Although some prefer the
full moon for hunting, | have ‘seen more critters after a dark night. Bur,
working for a living means hunting every chance uvallabk:, Rain Or sun,
hot or cold; moon or not.

As | eased into my seat, a coyote howlednearby, startling mesllghtly

a heightened sense of alertness. | could feel the coolpess now that pre-
ccdes the dawn, the signal that a new day would soon begin. Noother
y ‘ m,sosamfymg. Quict. Clean.'Ecac:ﬁﬂ b{o womes nhqut :
ing i Third World countried

e ing her ears hrsmne ‘way, then the other. not
% nen?éusly, but more l:kc she was listening for something in particular, |
nofed di&vmd blowing slightly in my face; a brief gust caused a few big
acords to fall o the ground with a resounding plop, plop. The doe’s cars
ydeﬂ nmmntancouslv o tlu u)und and as if rhcy were thecnntrulb fur
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\Q Indam Archery Quiffitters ) )

101 WEST RAILROAD AVE. RIDGELAND, MS. 39157

BIG GAME GUIDES [ ‘
& OUTFITTERS — FEeEs { ">

’ - -‘ R

WHITETAIL ELK MULE DEER ANTELOPE LION BEAR TURKEY WATERFOWL

FOR SEASON DATES, INFORMATION AND A COPY OF OUR 1996 COLOR
CATALOG, CONTACT: ANDY DYESS, TOLL FREE AT 1-(800)-814-4117 ]

5
r Indian Archery Video i

SCODES iverset
4 Croumie Wiy
sy

MARIAGS & Iar
IWE NuNT Mabsng of & Lagens

STRANNT TO

s 2 i s 95 :
e vt s :
o 1’19
SES ONLY EACH ¥ - Dpaene
e Seh Kb e A W d \rwnr
Sit back and watch

All v ideos are

the most exciting Any3  AUS

one hour iong! h > 5 . Moo B Wy
€ unting adventures | .

el you've ever seen! 49" ‘82

To order call: I-800-814~-4117

¢ il $ 1 UE
Vise. Mastercand, Discover, COD accepred. o mail check 1o >

Inclsan Archery Video. 100 W Railroad Ave.. Ridgeland. MS 19157

" G

e dupgiing
e hamdling
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Tihe Hit:N- Run, First Strike,
Getiwun: While:They re Hot,

If you have ever wasted time lugging vour

"drecomstand” that came with a hig price rag
tund a promise of doing ecervihing, deep into
the woods, only to find it had more clicker
huttons, sereses. adjusters, hraces, slides,

ratehets and gadgets than a rocket

scientist conld figure out in the
daylight...much less in the dark.

Then the
API GRAND SLAM
is the treestand for you!

The Grand Slam Climber is the most compact

package of silent, solid. no-nonsense treestand

performance vou ever dreamed possible! It

installs on any tree from 6-24 inches in

seconds with the simple removal and

reinsertion of two Quik Clip pins, The

patented Power-gripping chains take vou

silently and safely o vour preferred

hunting height. Settle into the Grand

Slam  ADJUSTABLE SEAT to enjoy the

convenience of being able to concentrate on making a

successful shot, Sit in comfort and confidence in the

Grand Slam knowing that whenever the shot
comes, vou are in control,

The Grand Slam comes complete
with a stubilizerleceling strap.
ca2 f90f9%" Backpacking straps and safety belt.

FULL-COlOr s
Catalog For our 28 page Color Catalog, send $2.00 to:
P.O. Box 1432, Tallulah, LA 71282
or call toll free: 1-800-228-4846 in LA 318-574-4903

NAME
ADDRESS _
CITY_ S ST ___2IP

I have enclosed $2 .00 for your 28 page full color catalog

Now see our complete product line
on the Internet!
http://www.APloutdoors.com




