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Everything You
Need From

Treestand™

WHITETAIL

. WITH

TACTICS

RECURVES & LONGBOWS

T8 HEAMM

cMahon

Tournament to PLTITT L &

TRADITIONAL ARCHERY

WE DO HAVE EVERYTHING YOU NEED
With over 800 different items listed

in the r‘:ata]ng‘ we do have everything you
need for traditional archery.

WANT HELP? TALK TO WORLD CLASS ARCHERS
Get pru'rr.‘:ﬁe-ional advice on how

to choose equipment for tournament
ﬂ.rcher}' and I'I1.'I.]1'llll1|=_3f from Easton Eag‘]e
Eye champion. Dan McMahon. We

are all archers here, and some of the
people who answer the phones are

wur]d E’.‘]H.SS tournament G.TIT.!'I"IE!‘S-.

OPEN 7 DAYS AND EVENINGS!

Convenient hours. Order M-F 8am

to 8pm. Saturday 12-8pm and

Sunday 12-3pm.

LIFETIME GUARANTEE

If YO are gver unsatisffcd wit]ﬂ the
quality or workmanship of a product you

purchasud fn‘rm McMahon Tracﬁti-ﬂna]
Archery. send it back for a full refund!
In addition, any prﬂduct vou :}Tder may

be returned in new condition within

30 days for a full refund.
TRADITIOMAL VALUES

Values. A simplr.' word that carries

a lot Gf rcﬁpﬂnsibilit}r. Re&punsib;ﬁt}r
like passing on rnarg_-;’inal shots. g‘oﬂd
5port5manship at tournaments. and

a financial commitment to our sport.

Last year the McMahon Eagle E}*e
contest raised 55,000 for the Wildlife

Legislative Fund of America.

WHAT DOES ALL THAT SERVICE COST?

Nothing actually. Even with better
guarantees and Iongur upurating hours, a
financial commitment to your sport and
world class customer service, you will
find our prices to be the best around.

We guarantees it.

? Cormmerce Park Blvd.
Middleboro, MA 02346

800-627-3199
508-947-9114
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FREE CATALOG
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Fall Hunting lssuc - 1997

Call for vour free catalog,
or email your name and
address to:

catalo Femoma hon arﬂ']"u-‘l‘}'.m'.il‘l‘.l

Viait our WED site at
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FEATURES

17 BOWHUNTING'S VIRTUAL CAMPFIRE Lee Foote

Take 2 trip down the ®virtual highaay™ where vou'll find that rechnelogy can be used

tor bring vou first-rate rraditional adventure.

20 MY FIRST SHOT Scott Biessenberger
Remember your first bowhunt! Relive thar intense, action-packed moment in this
inspiring experience.

22 | BECAME A BELIEVER Mel Toponce
Join Mel as he takes vou on his own “conversion experience” from the modern
firestick to the traditional bowstick inothe high couritry of Nevada,

26 THE WILD ROVERS Fred Andevson
When vou can't hunt wild pame, the next best thing is some good old fashioned
stump shooting in your local forest, Hew, didn't Robin Hood stare our it way!?

EQUIPMENT GUIDE

INTRODUCTION
30 TRADITIONAL BOWS FOR MODERN ARCHERS Sam Fadala
33 UNDERSTANDING ARROW WOODS Dom Stokes

36 PERFECT ARROWS Paul Brunner
39 SHARPENING TRADITIONAL HEADS Joey Buchanan
41 RESPECT YOUR KNIFE... LEARN HOW TO SHARPEN IT  Butch Winter
43 FOOTWEAR FOR BOWHUNTERS Biggie Hoffman
46 LAYERED COMFORT Gale Wisdom
49 A WHIRLWIND LOOK... Sam Fadela

52 GOOD TIMES! Krista Holbrook
It's summertime and vour Grvorite wild same season is over— whar ro do! Sign on
for a traditional 3-13shoot, You'll sharpen those hunting skills and have great fun and
fellonwship all at the same time,

54 THE BATTLE OF ALJUBAROTTA Robert E. Dohrenwend
If vou enjoy the rale of longbow glory ar Agincourt, you'll love what our longbow
ancestors accomplished at Aljubarotta,

58 OUTDOOR TRIVIA QUIZ— PART Il Gene Wenzel
All good things must come to an end, or s the story soes, So sharpen your pencil
and your wits, and take a shot at the last installment of our traditional crivia.

IN EVERY ISSUE

SHARPENED POINTS 60 CLASSIFIEDS

Practical tips for ourdoor advenoure. 61  FROM THE FIELD
4 PUBLISHER'S LETTER 62 ADVERTISER INDEX
6 WRITE ON TARGET 64 THE BOW | CARRY
10 BIONOTES Bob Krour named lis for
12 FROM THE WHISPERIN’ PINES Annie Cakley.

Bl Wesley shares vips for enjoving &6 CLUB EVENTS

the traditional rendezvous, 70 WILD GAME RECIPES
14 TRADITIOMAL REVIEW 73 A PARTING SHOT

Don Francois shares the latest news from
radivional clubs around the nation.

FRONT COV’EE

Picking a spot at the Michigan
Traditional Bowhunters Jamboree.
Photograph by Russell C. Lantier

SUMMER 1998 Lowncnows & Recumves™ 1



This edition of Sharpened Points is geared to provide you with a few
practical points that can make your next hunting tip more enjoyable.
By the way, have any tips or points to share? We welcome your

submissions for this section, and thank you

very much for the ones you've sent us.

Pulling Arrows
from the Bullseye

Here's an old tnick rhar bears repeating.
Carry a small, closed-lid container with a
few cotton balls in it soaked in Armaorall.
Cut an X in the top thar will allow an arrow
tor be inserted an inch or two. You can shoat
several targers betore applving more Armorall,

To !f.eep glus Frcrm gummrﬁg up ycur arrow: ﬂek:hmg nd clamps, clean well with
hot scapy water and dry. Apply a small coat of Min‘Wax to the outside and inside
of fletching clamps once a month or more.

a::umty Wher- mttmg on a smnd :
about the only muscle wm'kmg PR

cold while sitting in a l:rf:E_
A-sun.ple trick is to hzwe i

y  the heart, so a source of great body
'Jﬁﬂtdﬂeﬁm}tcxﬁt This is why we

Rule of Thumb

(a fimere of speech relating 1o the
fistmele) :

35 grains of point weight

= 1 inch of shaft length

= 3 pounds of spine
(shaft stiffness).

Add thirl“r-'-f-n't*. grains o your
point weight or lengthen your
shaft by one inch and you
eftectively reduce spine by one
class or approximartely five
pounds. Subtract thirty-five
grains from your point weight
or shorten your shaft by one
inch and vou increase spine by
approximately five pounds.

2 Loxcoows & Recurves™ SUMMER 1998

“Suspend” Those Restrictions
Tight clothing or boots restricts blood flow
ond causes you fo be cold. Wear sus
penders to hold your pants up. Your belt
should only be used to hold your knife. A
belt tight encugh to hold your pants up
will restrict blood circulation.

Phatograph by Steghen Childers, Childers Photography



ULTRA
CUSTOMIZED
BOWS

708 Main Street PR
Sugar Notch, PA 18706 Are you 1o

BIGERAST passionately pursues the tradi-
tion of crafting custom recurves and long-
bows one at a time, Our bows are built
specifically for you, not sitting on a shelf
waiting to be sold. The limbs are ground
for your draw length, the handle is cut for
vour shooting style, and the grip is shaped
to fit vour hand.

Michael J. Fedora, Jr.
MASTER BOWYER

1-800-LONG-BOW

1-717-829-4470, FAX

ing for a real custom bow?

Your satisfaction is our goal and we
prove that by protecting your investment
with a three year, nonlimited, non-
prorated warranty. Give us a call fora
free full color brochure and more info
on how we can make a fully customized
bow for vou.

o=y JONES CALLS

E——
mﬁ » Easy to Use
DEER CALL o3 % | . Bleats
- Fawn Bawls
« Lanyard

Blacktail Deer taken using bleat
sounds by Deer Grunt Call

Ask vour dealer for Jones calls. cassettes,
videas, and baoks, Far a free brochure. contact:

1-800-437-0006
Wilderness Sound Productions, Ltd.
4015 Main St., Suite A, Box LR, Springfield, OR 97478

Wildemess
Sound
Productions

“Make It Happen”

DEER GRUNT CALL

a b cdaeat
- High Breats d - Lowr Greaky Grunks
- Lo Bleats # = Lo Gronts
- Doe Bleats f - Medium Grunis

@ o

The JONES DEER GRUNT CALL s
elective on whizetail. blacktail and
ke deer during pre-rul, the ot and
post-nd. Flumters can make six different
saunds by moving an Ovring into
netches on the reed passage. The
sounds range from deep creaksy
grantz o soft doe bleats

The design allons vou to make load or
soft sounds by blowing or haliog,
Irhaling durlqag cokd hunts, prevents the
ricedd fromn freesing

Product #JGC-9 £13.00
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Camaraderie

ince [ was twelve, | have always enjoved hunting of some sort. The rimes |
remember most do not always involve the number or size of the kill, but the
camaraderie. Not who shot better or who shot worse, but the funny tales
told, the ability to escape the pressures of work for a while, and the experience of
being out in the woods with friends.
Stalking hogs in south Georgia last
spring (ar right) with Greg Campbell pro-
vided me with one of those experiences.
Wild game was abundant as well as the
wild ride in his Bronco, and 1 don’t
remember having as much fun since 1 was
a teenager.
Game was also abundant at the King

Ranch where Claire and | just returned
from hunting with three other couples. It
was a blast. Two of the wives chose to
hunt while the other two enjoved the
south Texas setting and the abundant
wildlife. Like all my hunts of the past, the
times of fellowship and deepening of friendships are what made the time spent
together memorable. Yes, we hunted hard and saw lots of critters big and small,
bur unfortunately, we did not kill anything, Our teip was stll a success.

Because more and more women are participating in hunting and fishing, we
include with this issue of Longbows & Recurves an added bonus, the preview issue
of OurdoorWoman. As more women and children ger into the hunting arena, we

H‘“‘mﬂ"bf et Sehusstes

want to welcome and encourage them o make some memories in the ourdoors
with us, We think this publication will fill a void, so please pass it on to someone
who might enjoy such a publication.

Longbows & Recurves’ Summer Equipment Issue is geared to successfully guide
vou through some of the equipment decisions to make in preparing for the upcom-
ing hunting season. Why not make the preparation fun with a trip to vour favorite
traditional rendezvous? Our new Club Event calendar for 1998 gives the dares of
your favarite shoots, while Krista Holbrook describes this not-so-typical summer
pursuit in her article, “Good Times." Before vou leave the campfire, let Lee Foote
describe “Bowhunting’s Virtual Campfire,” explaining how modem technology
can both preserve our heritage and keep the traditional spirit alive. Remember to
visit our web site at www.Longhows-Recurves.com and let us know what you are
thinking.

Have fun this summer and keep this in mind: don’t major on the minors.

See you at the rendezvous, ’

Affl_._
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- st Century Longbows RAPIOR ARCHERY

. . - RIS I
Simply The Best Gels Simply Better ARLCEERY SUBTLIES
215t Cenfury Longbows are designed to be user friendy. no hand shock, fast,
stable and thay shoot where you ook, The refiaxed longbow limb extends the
smioothness of the draw and prestresses the glass to gam the mmdmurm agvan-

VISH CUE
tage in using fiberglass and graphite irf laminated longbiows 1

WEE SITE
raptorarchery.com

For & color brochure and Mork Multaney test report send 5200 ta:
21st Century Langbow by B&J Archery
PO Box 8261 » Jac<sonville, TX 75766
{O03) 5860715 « Fax Q03] 586-5408

X i g
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Braintanned Hides — Deer, Elk & Moose
CUSTOM BOWS l Selfbow huilding tools & supplies

Arrow huilding tools & supplies
Custom Quivers - Leather & Fur
String Material - Dacron & Linen

e
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BRUIN

 CUSTOM RECURVES
SINCE 1984

Traditional Archery &
Muzzleloading Supply Post

Largest & Best Stocked

Store in New England
Custom-Made Longbows, Recurves,
Cusiom Codar Arrows & Accassornas.

Owvar 100 Cusiom Bows In Slock at All Times.

Antique, Reproduction & Custom

Muzzialoading Fliaarms,

Largest Salection of Custom-Mado
Muzzialoading Rifles In Mew England,
Barrals fot T.C. Hawke & Aenagade.
Handera ed Auhantle Accoulremants.

Buckskin Cloihing = Dealar lor Shifoh Sharps

Whan In New England,
Stop By And See Our Store.
Rta. 115 {South Road)
Poppearall, Massachusafts 01463

{508} 433-9458 = Fad. Lic. #05976

Exit 31 Off Rlo. 485, 17 Miles West On
Fte. 119 — Look For The Log Cabin
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The wiews expressed by letter wniters in Wrire on Target are not necessarily the views of the magazine, LONGBOWs & RECURVES™.,
The publisher does swelcome your comments and opmions, but veserves the right to condense and edit letters due to space availability
andfor appropriateness. Leters showld not exceed three hundred wonds.

First of Many

In the summer of 1997, | sent you a
complered reader survey form. For my
effort | was l"'lt':'i.‘:'l..‘-.{ to have received a
Primos deer call in the mail. Since thar
time I've practiced several hours a week
with my two traditional bows, and
accasionally with my call. Since this
was iy first serfous vear as a bowhunter
| had reservarions about calling a deer
. On December 12th, about 4:00 p.m.
I heard a deer. With four doe blears
from your Primos call, the last being the
loudest, a ten point buck came within

shooting range. | pulled back my sixty-
pound longhow that was made for me
by a friend, and 1 killed my first deer.
The end result was a fine trophy.

| would like to thank you for the
call and let vou know that | will keep
reading your magazine.

Terry Forrest
Amprior, Ontario, Canada

To Each His Own
I purchased V2N4 of Longhows &
Recurves and in the Hunting Review

section, | read the article titled, “More
Crosshow Threats.” | really do not
understand the apparent concerred
t,‘ﬂ'.i. WL }'“_. I}‘u.' P}"\R‘é’\ [y kL‘L‘]" e 1}"']:.‘
who like to shoot or Iumt with a cross-
bow from doing so. | don't see at all
where one should interfere with the
other.

I build crossbows and enjoy
shooting them. | even build whart
would be called a “traditional style.”
The originals of this type were built
eight hundred vears ago. | do no
hunt in the state of Louisiana with it

ATTENTION

Fast Flight® bowstring users:

Move up to

BCY announcesthe next
generation in bowstring.
CompareDynaFLIGHT '97
to Fast Flight™. You'll find
DynaFLIGHT '97has:
More strength,

better abrasive resistance,
and maost important,

less creep and stretch.

DynaFLIGHT
=} e

LONGBOW-CO.

“Greatest Name In Traditional

Archery”

. Distributed
s throughout
ury, the world
“See our products at a
dealer close to you, be
a part of the Hill legacy,
by making your naxt
purchase a Jerry Hill
product. Custom hand
made, high performance,
and sold at affordable

If you're a Fast Flight bowstring user, you'll love
DynaFLIGHT '97- the newesl, safest, strongest
bowstring available.

For our free catalog, write:

BCY, InC., Fibers Division
PO. Box 466, South Lyme, Connecticut 06376, U.S.A.
.S, Phone: 860-434-3126 = U5, Fax; B60-434-0492

‘Fast Flghtis a regiatersd radaman of Broans! & o

BCY offers a full range of bowsltring and serving materials.

§ Lomcrows & Recurves s SUMMER 1993

prices.”

A

Traditional Archery
Is Our Specialty.

515 McGowan Road = Wilsonville, AL 35186
Phone 205-669-6134 » Fax 205-669-0270




[because] | do not meet current legal
requirements,

The article mentions that the
B.5.B.A. (Bayou State Bowhunters
Associarion) does not want crosshows
1o be used during archery only season.
[t does not mention anything however
about the vse of compound bows.
Being “bow shooter” people, | am sure
that you are aware that modemn com-
pound bows shoor harder and are just
as accurate as a crassbow, Crosshow
scopes do not add much more accuracy
than some regular bow sights and even
the magnification is a [moot] point in
our area where most shots are taken
while hunting at less than thirty vards.
I think that too much time and effort is
spent by special interest groups trying
to keep someone else from doing some-
thing that they want to do. The woods
and forests are big enough to accom-
maidare evervone, and with the deer
herd population in this state being
close ro one million, there is also plen-
ty of came for everyvone. You do not see

crosshbow shooters and huonters tryving to
stop regular bowhunters from enjoying
VOUr sport.

| have always thought that maybe
the leeislature should consider a bill
thar would allow crossbows during gun
season only. Maybe such a proposal
would make evervone happy. 1 am sure
that vou are aware thar in Arkansas
crosshows are legal. It they can ger
along, why can't we!

Jemathan (5. Fogle
West Monroe, Louisiana

L&R: The point of Don Francois’ com-
ment was that crosshow hunters are
attempting to infringe upom bow season,
and we stand by his starement. We will
defend vour vight to lepally wse your cvoss-
boav, but again, we think  that crosshows
are better suited for pun season.,

Passionate Parting
The “Parting Shot” photo and caption
[in your Winter 97 issue (VIN4)] warms

my heart to your magazine and my pas-

sion 1o follow Christ and his blessing 1o

me in the [gift] of raditional archery.
Keep up the good work.

Lanny Cauclle
Midland, Novth Carolina

Keep em’ Sharp
Keep up the good work. I've been
getting vour magazine at the news-
stand since it came out, bur | can't
find your anniversary issue anywhere
so | had berrer just sign up now. |
hope you have an anniversary 1ssue
lefr for me.

| enjoy the stories by Bob Wesley
the most. He probably remembers my
friend Ron LaClair. | finally bear him
lase winter at our indoor league, He says
he's gonna kick my rail this winter, So
keep those tips coming in. I'll need
them.

Bill Beedy

Carson Ciry, Michigan

We're not the
cheapest and
we don't work
tast but we are
the best!

[ts not bragging
if you can back
it up. We back
it up with every
bow we build.

CUSTOM
Traditional Longbows
Bushbows
Critter Gitters
Ghost Recurves

EXCLUSIVE
“lack Knife"
folding bows

“Professional”
Bow Duivers

GREAT NORTHERN

BOWHUNTING COMPANY
201 North Main,

FP.O. Box 777, Dept. LR

Nashville, Michigan 49073

Phone (517) 852-0820

Fax (517) 852-2082

wiww mvec.com/bu/gn b co

Send for free color catalog

SKY ARCHERY

‘A LEGACY OF PERFECTION™

Jrl Heoyr |r. has

established & Legacy

of Perfertion’ in the
design. quality and
perlormance of
traditivnal longhows

and recurve bows

spanning 60 years.

lf you truly appreciate
the lincst in traditional
archery, nothing says

it better than SKY.

Ohder direct if no
dealer In your arsa.

Fur caulng CORLECE

SKY ARCHERY CO. lnes

INENE Materal Hridpe Roud o
Hedgetor, MUY G3H4

i £ B L T

Fax JI4:7301310  On the Intaenat ad: weee Dowhuniing net
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But how do you use it?
Regarding “*Making a Wingbone
Turkey Call” by Larry Long, am | miss-
ing something? | guess after assembly
you use it on a slate, but it never says
what applicarion to use to produce the
sound.

Again, 1'd like to compliment vour
arcat efforrs in communicating a oreat
image of hunting to the public. [ live in
New York City where the closest peo-
ple get to nature is the house plant.
The city

trolled by

dweller's emaotions are con-
sitcoms on television.
Wise-cracking “intellectuals™ are the
role models. Men wear suits here, a gar-
ment designed to make a man look like
a stone building, Did you know tha
l'}'k'l‘L‘ I TN [“1’1|n:.'r||.:r|! I‘Ul'lk.'.rHT‘H 1‘:}3]— il
neckne!

I'd [alsa] like ro see more articles
on varmint hunting and calling. |
joined and subscribed o Varmint
Hunter Club which is 99% for the
ritle shooter. It provided me with a
wealth of information on calls for

bobeat, coyote, and other predarors.
Could you reter me to a pood preda-
tor call archery company! I'll be
contacting the Yonkers, New York
Traditional Club and they may help

Liney,

T}uﬂf{.\ {i!;:r!tT'L,
Chirles Bamett
New York, New York

The wingbone call is not difficult to mas-
ter. Hold the large end of the call between
your thumb and forefinger and cup your
hands ta create a echo chamber. Close
your lips and push the end of the call just
far enough between your lips to break the
seal. Stop when you can harely suck a
small amount of air through the call
Suck air in shore bursts into the call. This
should make a sound that you can vary in
several ways. Volume can easily be con-
trofled by the amount of aiv you pass
through the call. Volume can also be con-
trolled even further by opening and
closing your cupped hands. This also

changes the tone when combined with
changes in air pressure.

Longer bursts of air will produce velps
and short bursts will produce clucks.
E xperiment with the call, anyone can make
it work. Getting the sound 1o the proper
tome can be difficulr.

Remember the first time you heard
your oum voice em tape? You probably said,
“Who's tha?” We don't sound like we
think we do. Any call {wmghone, tube
call, or digphrapm) that is agamst our head
or in our mouth presents this problem.
Tape record yowr calls and play them back
tw pet the sound vyou need o hear im your
head to make the call sound right 1o the
turkey.

In response to vyour guestion abowt
predator calls, oy contactimg Primos, Inc.,
PO Box 12785, Jackson, Mississippr,
phone 601-366-1288.

Tongue-Tied Trivia
| leamed a lot from the mivia quiz by
Gene Wensel. May | add another name

to question =9 calveophyllum-candissi-

WWW. mnntanﬂnetcnnﬁhhar

01’ Three Toes”

In 1933, Howard Hill went to Wyoming to hunt

and Lo film the movie, The Last Wildernesy,

During that hunt Howard tracked down and shot

a black bear whose distinguishing mark was that

he had only three toes, The bear was arogue and

mede two cubs orphans, so it was extremely
gratifving 10 Howard 1o be able 1o harvest this
bruin,

We are now offering a LIMITED EDITION

bowy signifying this event entitled “OI" Three

Towes. This special bow will feature:

* Six laminations, (3 hamboo and 3 vew
lams— 2 of cach behind the rser/ | vew
and | bamboo up the nser).

« CLEAR Glass on Belly over Yew wood /
BLACK Glass on Back,

* GABOON EBONY Riser

* GABOON EBONY and YEW Laminated
OVERLAYS _

* LACED, Hairless BEAR HIDE Handle
Wrap

s SILVER INLAYS, (3-Toed Bear Paw on
one side / Full Bear on the other),

* Full ENGLISH CHECKER on bath sides of
Faser f Senal Numbered 1o 30 and Sigoed.

$750.00 ppd.

herv

FHoward Hill f»vlrfke

\W/ e — i
2 Canyon Creek Road = Hamilion, MT 39840

406-363-1359

MasterCand, Yisa & Discover Card Orders Accepled,
Complete brochure available FREE
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KUSTOM
KING
ARROWS

Your
COMPLETE
SOURCE FOR
TRADITIOMAL
ARCHERY
SuUPPLIES

|| » —The finest amows avadanle anywhere fezturing

I Kustom King's Tapered Cedar Arraws

| p —Top selection on recurves and longbows
b —Gloves, armguards and quivers

| » —Fealners and broadheads

B —Parallel shafting and arrow supolies

1|1 —Premivm hardrack maple shafiing i
p —Classic aluminum arrows
p —Books and videos
p —Youlh eguipmsnt
p —Seli-Bew Bulding Suppbes
p —Much mare -
1-800-769-6644 '
(219)769-6640

Fax #210-T60-8641

1260 E. 45t Placs, usmm

Dapt. LA
Merrllvita, Indiarn 46410 i ¥
W Kuslom-King.com a'ol‘:l-l"[_ﬁj" r--.l |

emall; Info@ kustom-king com

Rely on aur exparience. Call or write for our
naw catalog 1oday! Dealer inquines invited




mun, known as degame, Ghab-gab-meh ),
This is taken from New Archery by PH.
Gordon (page 146}, and Bows & Arvouws
by | Dhuff (pase 24} The best is said to
come from Cuba.

[ hope you received my last letrer
with trivia and data. Congrarulations
on your HIst anniversary issue!

Mon (14

Hemet, California

Arrow Woods Wanted

[ am one of vour Swiss readers and |
[really enjov] Longbows and Recurves,
[n vour issue Volume 2, Number 3, the
article, “Heads for Hops™ on page 41
shows an arrow made with two woods.
Can vou tell me an address where | can
buy such o wondertul shatr. Thank you
far your answer.

Trudy Yours,
Christen Jean-Claude
Switrerland

LE&ER: Mavhe the nwo articles in this issue
on arvows by Pawd Brunmer and Don
Stokes will help you find andfor build a
beautiful shaft for vewr next hunt.

They're in the Mail

What a nice surprise to find a magazine
tor traditional archers, Sadly, hunting
A0 I‘l;lﬁ COMTIe Ty i C]{T:‘E{‘.,, ]:]”[ T‘L‘t'!.-' L) :II"':{
of Lemgbows & Recurves will help ease
the withdrawal svmproms. 'm a happy
camper. Not only am | now a subscriber
to L&R, bur | am assured thar my four
back issues are in the mail. This is my
chance 1o be in on this grear publica-
tion from the beginning. 1 hope that
vour popularity and business grows [so
that] more issues |will be] published
each vear.

Dom La Vipne
Leweshure, West Virgin

L&ER: Thanks for subscribing, We appre-
ctate yiu, and we are working hard 10
exceed Moy expectagions.

Send One Fast
I'm pretty much involved in all kinds of
traditional-looking bows. | usually
hhﬂnf l'l:l'[\lf,_[]\.'l}“"f\ |]1}r5{*]f1 {}I::(_'::I:\'IL‘JHHI]}-
recurves. My friends and | used o meet
every week on Saturdays and Sundays,
have some talking and a lot of arrows in
the woods where we have our range. |
found your advertisement m the PB.S.
magazine and | wondered if you were
willing to mail ssues to my home in
Sweden,...

| look forward to reading [Longbows
& Recurves|.

Friendly and sincerely,
Pierre Jean Levy
Sweden

LER: We will be sure to mal Longbows
& Recurves w you in Sweden. By the
way, ¥ou may want to ook at this issue’s
article by Fred Anderson entitled “The
Wild Rovers.” |m

Mo Overseas Orders

THREE #RIVERS
ARCHERY SUPPLY

WORLD’S
LARGEST
TRADITIONAL
PRIMITIVE
ARCHERY
SUPPLIER

Quality Products
Fast Service
Beasonable Prices
2700 ltems in Stock

Send $2.00 for Catalog #13
PO Box 517 « Ashley, IN 46705

www. driversarchery.com

Broadheads witl_1 Aiit_itude

Bill Wiesner

6316 Center Road
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235
Phone/Fax: 920-743-1767 Del-Ma. Send for a fres brochure,

* Four popular sizes:
— 3 Blade 100 grain & 130 grain
— 4 Blade 100 grain
— 2 Blade 125 grain

+ Completely re-engineered for
durahility and strength.

+ Aerodynamicalhy designed for
unsurpassed flight charactenstics.

Yaur broadhead is the business
end of any hunt. You owe it to the
amimal vou hunt fo use the best —

SUMBAER 1998 Lomcaows & Recurves™ 9
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A very rural area of Washington Stare near Puget Sound s
home 1o Fred Anderson and his wife of thirty-six years. He
has been a teacher for twentv-cighr vears and has authored
several stories and columns on archery including his newly
published book, The Traditional Way: The Mystigue and
Herttage of Archery. He hecame a full-time bow maker in 1963,

Scott Biessenberger crew up in
Louisiana and completed his educa-
in Texas. He has
bowhunting for rwenty-five vears

tion been
and shares his love for archery in
many ways with his friends and
family. Scort has just completed his
first selthow from a hickory stave.

Scott Biessenberper

Paul Brunner has hunted many
different species of animals all over
the world for thirty-nine vears since
picking up the bow at fourteen vears
of age. He is a senior member of the
Pope & Young Club and life member
of the PB.S.

Paui Hmnﬂe'f

With recurve in hand, Joey Buchanan often heads to the
swamps of south Georgia in search of hogs. Joey serves as the
president of the Traditional Bowhunters of Georgia, and is a
regular member of the PB.S.

Robert E. Dohrenwend is a resi-
denr of Pelkie, Michigan who brings
a rich readition of longbow experi-
ence with him from the forests of
the Upper Peminsula. Robert is a
skilled writer, translatar, and mili-
tary historian.

Robert E. Dohrenavend

Lee Foote is a wetland ecologist from Lafayerre, Louisiana,
now living in Edmonton, Alberti. An occasional contribu-
tor to Longbows & Recurves, in this issue he explores the
[nternet for bowhunting information sources. Appropriately,
he submits his manuscripes to us via e-mail.

Wayne “Biggie” Hoffman of Grav, Georgia, is a well-known
bowhunting advocate who has written for a number of

10 Lomcrows & Recurvest SUMMER 1998

{Juai‘}_?hi rJT‘LL] is LEJ!‘[‘LF‘II]} a council
member of the PB.S.

Krista Holbrook, of Panama Ciry,

Florida shows us hew much fun

“Bigzie” Hoffman
summer 3-1) toumaments can be.
Krista and her husband, Sterling, enjoy camping and hunt-

ing along the Tombigbee River in Alabama.

An outdoorsman from northern Mississippi, Don Stokes has
bowhunted for more than thirty vears. He is an expert in
woad properties, with more than twenty vears experience in
research, development, and quality control.

Mel Toponce, a veteran with over §
forty-five years of hunting and fishine
EXPErience on six conmnnents, writes
of his traditional conversion on a
Nevada mule deer hunt. Mel official
address is northern Califomnia.

Mel Toponce

Professional bowhunter, gnde, and
writer Gene Wensel puts vou to the test again in his Outdoor
Trivia Quiz. Gene and his brother, \
utors to The Professional Bowhiovter Magazine.

Butch Winter lives in Union City, Tennessee and edirs
Blackpowder Annual. Butch brings to Longhows & Recurves
an expert perspective on knives.

The southeastern part of Missouri and southwestern [llinois is
the primary whiterail hunting ground for Gale Wisdom. Gale
owns Flint Chip Archery and represents King of the
Mountain clothing.

1

CONTRIBUTORS DEPARTMENTS
Steven Donaldson Sam Fadala
Richard Stubler Dion Francois
Judd Cooney Bob Wesley

Richard E Myers - Claire W. Stanley




DIXIE

EVERYTHING
YOU NEED
FOR

DIXIE GUMWORKS has Been the beadeg source for bhck
porwdier burting supphes e gaer 80 pears Witk B0 pages and
enzre-than B00D ibems, the ~ew 1998 DIXIE carlep offers ane

1 pf the largest selectond of badk
puwdRr Pund atoemonics,
5 replacement parts, and rare
Htigue gunt A in che
witrks, DAXIE 5 b the
cadng taunce of authents
rwning supples. diothing,
1S CAMGINE B pmEnt,
ard Ergarred Froon cobee
nel Aerich :ﬁ*\wgh-

the 19th cevury.
CALL TODAY!

taaiog §5.00)  ORDERS OMLY:
Shippedﬂ-ﬂﬂ.s'ésu 800-238-6785

DIXIE GUN WORHKS, INC.

DEFT_ RO.BOK 130, UINIGN T TH 38281
IMFO: 901-885-0700  FAX: 901-885-0440

QUICK DRYING

POLYURETHANE

BV FIHISH & SRPEW SELLEE
TOUGH AND DURABLE WEATHER COAT
FOR ARCHERY EQUIPMENT
FLEXIBLE, NON-CHECKING IN COLD
EASY TOAPPLY (SFRAY OR DIP)
DRY TO TOUCH IN L MIN, RECOAT IN 30 MIN,

ECONOMICAL, LOW TORICITY,
NOCATALY ST MIXING, NOSPECIAL THINSER

CLEAN UPAND REDUCE WITH LACQUER THINNER

DISTRIBUTED BY:

| THUMDERBIRG TRADITIONAL ARCHERY
104G “G” STREET N.E,

| LinTon, [N 47441

{812} 847-1995

ACADIAN WOODS

BOWS, INC.

“Traditional Archery’s
Best Kept Secret”

True Custom

Recurves and Longbows

Bowyer - Tim Mullins
Call or weilte for free brochure

61410 Salmen Ave. * Slidell. LA 70460

&  (504) 643-3229

iz

5&1.1.[; rju:u'[ -—4mﬂﬂ- _J;
H____q—y[dﬂ.ﬂr.ii 04”,;31}«

Canadian Bear & Deer Hunts
Colorado Elk
Fully Guided & Drop Camps

Also Offering the Fingst
Custom Bows

~+| The Spiril is our 1-pigce custom
rectrve in 58 and 60" length.
.| This sleek, compact, easy-to-
++| handle bow is a favarite among
s| recurve shooters, We have
designed this ow for spead and
manewarability and features our
unigue handte design which you
will find in all Sauk Trail bows.
Soon 1o introduce twa new
2 = 4| custom longbow models. Finest
| qualite, atan afiordable price. Cal
| orwrite for free brochurs,

derry Roberts
PO, Box 741
Worth, IL 60482

Ph: 708-489-9780
708-361-3762

Hedora's

Custom Bofos

The finest in handmade recurve,
long & flat bows for over 38 years

= Recently tested 55
recurve at 241 fps

» Variety of exotic
woond & lams —
vour chpice

» Custom made to
your specifications
& shooting style

Call today for more
/ information on
the quality bows

available.

Fedora's
Archery Shop

115 Wintersville Road, Dept. LR
Richland, PA 1T08T = (717) 933-8862

&Pﬁrw@ﬂbnmb

.-/

(712) 889-2211

2937 0Id Highway #141 = Homick, lowa 51026
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Enjoying the Traditional Rendezvous

pring is here and it is now time to

carefully  store  the  broadhead

artrows away and prepare for the
annual tradivional  rendezvous. Other
forms of archery may describe this season
as tournament time. The tradivionalise
looks upon it a bit differently. Rather
than placing emphasis upon winning, the
traditional archer sees the camaraderie
with as the real
reward. Perhaps the higgest
problem facing the tradition-
alist is selecting the three or
tour big shoots across the
country that he can work
inta a busy schedule.

[n the South, the rour-
naments that are a must for
me nclude the Louisiana
Traditional Rendezvous
held in St Francisville,
Lowisiana on April 26th,

the Lofton Classic, on the

friends

Let me encourage all field captains
to keep the targets close so that all can
hit them, and positioned with safety in
mind. The prime objective is to see that
evervone has a good time. | personally
like to see the whitetail deer target at a
distance no greater than rwenty vards,
the turkey no ereater than rwelve, the
walking bear or boar around fifreen o

eighteen, and the standing bear no
turther than thirty vards. The ten ring
will determine the high score. The
eights and fives will bring eratification
to the rest of us shooters.

In order to maximize enjoyment at
these spring shoots, keep in mind that
most archers tend to over-bow them-
selves or use too much draw weight,
Targer distances are usually
no greater than rhirty vards.
A bow of a poundage
lighter than hunting weight
proves to be more than
satistactory. Begin training
by practicing at least thirty
minutes a day following
hunting season. Practice
should place emphasis upon
correct form, aiming, and
follow-through. Form
should correct
alignment with the bow

include

banks of Grenada Lake,
Mississippi the first May
weekend,  the  MNorth
Carolina Championships
held in Cartawba Counry
the last weekend of May,
followed by the Hill
Championships held near
Wilsonville, Alabama, the
last  weekend of  June.
Longbows & Recurves will
and
phone numbers in its Club
Events department to assist
you in your planning for the
spring shoots.

list contact names
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Short practice sesstons im a regular basis emphasizing quality
shooting will prepare you for a big moment such as the
McMahon Eagle Eve in Condersport, Pennsylvania,

hand placed so that the
back of the wrist is almost
flat, the bow arm with the
elbow slightly bent, and the
upper arm well back and
down in the shoulder
socket. The anchor should
be three contact points
with the arrow directly
under the dominanrt shoot-
ing eve. The holding weight
should be primarily by the
back muscles. Remember
that a short practice session
on a regular basis, placing
emphasis  upon  quality




shooting 15 more desirable
than prolonged, irregular
sessions where one  just
flings arrows,

Learn to conjure up a
shooting situation which
calls up a bhit of pressure.
You are with a best friend
who has just shor a ten on
the whitetail deer tareer.
The target is down a hill on
a slanting hump of ground
in a shady place. You esti-

the b

roate distance
between  eighreen  and

twenty vards. The ten ring is only fout
inches across. This s where practice
pays off. While being careful not ro
overdeaw vour arrow ar full draw, vou
check vour bowhand, elbow, low bow
shoulder, anchor, and back tension.
Cloming up from the back of the frone
leg you stop your arrow point along the
foot line of the deer while focusing on
the center of the ten. Keep in mind that
the release involves relaxation of the
string hand rather than a tuening loose

The prime objective at the f,rudtlmnul shoot is to see that every-

ome has o gmul time.

of the string. Once the release hand
relaxes it should remain on the face or
be moved backwards due to the pulling
af the back muscles. The bow shoulder
should ke relaxed ar full draw but down
and back. Now, suddenly your amow is
gone, and thud— it settles next to vour
friend’s arrow. What a thrill! What a
fine spart!

Remember to suppore the vendors.
It takes a lot of efforr and monev for
them to travel with their merchandise,

display it, and be available
to serve participants. [ make
a special effort to visit each
hooth, ]‘\ut“q.:lmhat some 1temn
thar 1 surely  need
sooner or later and thank
them for making an appear-
During the vear |
usually  give thart
make the special efforr o
attend  the
special considerarion. Also
keep in mind that the club
that sponsors the shoort
makes a concerred effort to

will

ance.
those

rendezvous

see that evervone has a sood time.
Make a pomt to look up those who are
[‘rhﬁ‘mrllx responsible and thank them

[ look forward to crossing arrows
with vou this vear at a traditional
rendezvous with good fellowship, cama-
raderie, andd the true spirit of archery,
Until then, | wish you much happiness
from the shady glens of the Whisperin®

Pines. ||

| BUTLER’S
Traditional anhuntmg Supplies
Wildecat Canyon

1031 Ct:mnty Road 141
Durango, Colorado 81301

{970) 247-2894 Voic

(888) 495-9159 Toll Free Fa'i

. We are big enough to meet. A_LL YﬂU’R NEEDS
Small enough to meet YOUR SPECIAL NEEDS!

raper

\

Send $2 for our catalog 10&3}" s

*Custom arrowe.,
Al attention i detail is what
make thess the best maney can by

*Custom shafting...
e personollv do the selecting,

*Custom bows,.
sebected through tield testing

e

ng, & barrel apering

Leather Goods
Books
Witteos
Took
Just beginning or retureing ts
irndiicmsl archery and need &
liotke sdvice? Wi're here 10 help,

Traditfonal- Bow-Co.
Call usjor check wi
Ph'806-665-546
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Where the Deer and Antelope Play
The matling address for the Prairie Srates Traditional
Bowhunters (DS.T.B.) is Hot Springs, Sourh Dakora, but the
arganization is regional with members from South Dakora,
Minnesota, Wyoming, Nebraska, and North Dakora.

The wlea for a regional organization besan when the
North American Longbow Safari was held in Hot Springs in
1993, This event drew traditional archers from the afore-
mentioned states, some of whom did not have a tradivional
organizarion back home,

iy Diahlbers is one of the founders and boases thar the
club i growing. Only twao vears old, it had sevenry dedicated
]11;‘“‘][){‘]’5.

The PSTB. holds one big shoot annually. This vear it
will be August 1st and 2nd near Pierre, Sourth Dakora. A
hallmark of the shoot is char all of rhe rareets are
homemade by the members, The comperition among the
target makers is almost as keen as thar among the
shooters: A rrophy 1s awarded for the best and
WS GrergT., Jim VA that ThL"g' ger
some pretry wild and unigue

entries thar add ro the fun and
enjoyment of the shoot.

lim adds, “The purpose of
the organization 15 not just 1
have fun. We're trving to make a difference.”

Toward that goal, the club will hold a raitle this vear with
half of the proceeds going to the family of the late Jay Massey
and the other half ooing W the Make-A-Wish Foundation
which was criticized by anti-hunters for sending a eritically ill
voung hunter on his dream bear hunt,

ESTB. is an organization of bowhunters and the area
has plenty ro offer. Bowhunrers in South Dakota enjoy a
ninety-four day scason and can take up to five deer. There
are plenty of big game animals ranging from whiretails and
mule deer to pronghorn antelope.

lllinois Goes Primitive

“Chip” one up for the Primitive Archers of llinais (DALL)

who will be able to use fling points for the fisst time beginning

with the 1998 wurkey season and later this year for deer.
According to Bob Linksvaver, who has appeared in the

pages of Longhows & Recurves (check out *Building a Sapling

14 Lonceows & Recurves™ SUMMER 1998

e -
FE T T T R R
T

2 Bow” in Volume 2, Number 2}, the first thing that had wo
be done was convincing the stare’s chief game biologist that
flint poines were efficient hunti 15 heads. Bob gathered infor-
mation from other states where flint points are
allowed to support PALL'S position.

When [ spoke to him, there were still some
details to be worked out, but basically, the point
must be made of chirt, fling, or obsidian and must
be large enough so thar it cannot pass through a
hole measuring seven-eizhts of an inch in
diameter.

PLA. has seventy members, all of whom are builders of
primitive equipment. The club is an active one, holding
monthly meetings. They hold one big, competitive shoot
every year and several smaller. non-competitive shoots.

When Bob isn't building bows. he enjoys hunting with
them. llhnois has a good wrkey population and the: deer
population has stabilized after increasing for several years.
The number of deer killed by hunters has dropped off
somewhar in the last two vears as has the toral number of
hunting permits sold. However, bowhunting in general and
traditional bowhunting in particular continue to enjoy
srowth.

Nothing Missing in Mississippi

_Ft‘rr'f Kattawar is a founding member and the first |_1n.-:5id|:n[
ot the Mississippi Traditional Archery Association. Jerry is
proud of the MTAA. which has over four hundred
members and several local chapters throughout the
Magnolia State.

The club’s year starts out with one-day shoots hosted by
the local chaprers. There are eight to ten such chapter shoots
held around the state beginning in early spring and con-
tinuing every month or so uneil fall.

The club’s big shoor is the Lofton Classic held each vear
in Grenada over the first weekend in May. This is one of the
premiere shoots in the South and is well known for irs hos-
pitality and family atmosphere.

Along about August or September, M.T.AA. holds its
annual Charity Shoot. Kattawar says that the organization,
“wanted to give something back,” so four years ago thev
selected St Jude’s Children’s Hospital and raised five
thousand dollars for its benefit. Last year the chosen charity



was Special Arts Children of Mississippi and the year before
it was the Firefighrers' Memorial Burm Center.

Come October it 15 hunting season and the members
gather at a state management area for the annual camp-our
ancd hunt. Jerey says it is usually just a camp-out, but last year
the forty-five members who participated actually bagged a
couple of dece. Bur Jerry insists that whether they eat verison
or beans, they always have a great tme.

Hunting is Good in Pennsylvania

Pennsylvania is a great state tor deer hunting and for tradi-
tional Smith s the
one-hundred-ninety member Pennsylvania Traditional
Archery Association (BTAALY Lee says that his organi-
zation split from the I-:'ET‘tﬁ."v'!.'I\'Eit‘li:;l Longhow Association

archery. Lee president  of

about five vears ago, and not surprisingly, many D TAA.
members shoot recurves. The club holds rwo big shoots each
year at the Denton Hill Ski Resorr, one in September and
another in October, u’rdlif-:rin;_{ a greal wanm-up tor deer season.

The other Pennsylvania group is the atorementioned
Pennsylvania Longbow Association (PLAL). President Jessie
Miller savs that the one-humdred-ten member group hokds one
hig shoot each June. This vear it will be on the 13th and 14th
at Sheshequin Buckskinners in Marsh Hill, Pennsylvania.
This eathering also serves as their business meering with
officers being elected every other
year. Other shoots are held in the
spring and fall.

Jessie explained that most
officers and members also belong
o the United Bowhunters of
Pennsylvania {ULB.P) which is
an all-inclusive  howhunting
organization that is politically
active concerning hunting legis-
larion.

Although he lives only
three miles from the house he
was born in, Jessie does like to
travel. He and his wife, who also

Voluntecring for howhunter education allows the par-
tictpant to make o difference in the sport of bowhunting.

shoots a longhow, have been ra shoots down south including
the big rraditional tournaments in Louisiana and Grenada,
Mississippi. He says they love the friendliness and laid-back
artitude thar prevails ar the southern events. He doesn't even
mind the nickname he was given: “Yank”,

Bowhunter Education—

The Future of Bowhunting

The Traditional Bowhunters of Georgia (TBG), in coap-
eration with the Nartional Bowhunter Education Foundation
(NBEF), will be holding bowhunter safery  courses
throughout the State of Georgia. The TBG has fifteen
members certified as bowhunter safety instrucrars, and they
will be contacting all the archery and bowhunting clubs in
Georpia 1o offer the course in various locations around the
state. The course s recopnized in all states and countries
requiring bowhunter certification. The course length is ren
to twelve hours, and each class is limited o twenty-five
persans. Cost is ten dollars.

Jim Kenney of Archery Traditions in Athens, Georgia
has been a great supporter of this program by providing a
place 1o conduct the classes, while Mickey Wilson and Joey
Buchanan have manned the telephones to rally support.

Volunteering for bowhunter education allows the par-
ticipant to make a difference in the sport of bowhunting.
- You meet new people and
make new friends. You'll also
have a meaningful experience
with  bowhunting, enhance
essential bowhunrer skills, and
eain some satisfaction from

kl'H.'I'I."I.'i“i_: Th}li Yo dafe  Com-
mitted to improving the sport.
If you have an interest in
bowhunrer education, contact
Mickey Wilson at PO Box
3148, Gainesville, Georgia
30501, or by phone at 770-336-
9700 or 770-534-3399. 1™

*' l vy
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NEW! Custom Longhows & Recurves
by Bob Lee & Big East

J & M Traditions

R #2, Box 413 « Sunbury. PA 178}
(717) 286-788T
Al Traditional Supplies. Bose City Port Ovrford

Cedar; Breast Tapered, Matched or Bulk.
New & Used Bows — 3150 Tor Bow List.

Northern Mist Longbows

280 Gold Street o Ishpeming, M1 49849
i . (906 485-3480
- wwwexploringthenorth.com/bowman/steve. html
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WE MANUFACTURE PROVEN CHIEF AJ LOGO BOW
A RH or LH
ROGU OUR OWN TAPERED Egﬁ AME 45, 50, 55, or 60#
R'lveR & HAND SPINED . Complitely Setiip
SHAFTS ':_.wsmmc $239.00
ARCHeRY Cecil & Paula Driskell
4244 | eonard Rd.
WORLD FAMOUS Grants Pass OR. 97527
FIRE KILLED OLD  pH # 541-474-6886 Comes with Video only
GROWTH PORT  Fax 1-541-474-4441 "Shooting the $12.95
ORFORD CEDAR  1-888-8ARROWS Indian Way"
In their vounger davs, my husband and his brother acquired a Video, 32 min.
3is model shaft machine thit we have extensively modified. It
makes a beautiiul tapered and burnished shafl, fed one atatime by SASE for

hand.
Seeing the neel two vears ago for a premium Port Ordord cedar [
shaft, we invested heavily in fire Killed, old growth Port Orford
cedar, We have our own kiln and dry our wood 1o the optimum
moisture content.
Our customers say we lave “the linest shafts in the industny™ |

details

with only two shafis being returned in | 142 vears.
We make 11732 and 23464 both tpered w 5/106, and a 347

CHIEF AJ

Magnum, over size 23764 tapered 1o 21004, We hand spine with a PO Box 131
dial indicaor and grain weigh with an elecironic scale, We thank Tuscola IL 61953
ALL our customers [or supporting “the new Kid on the block.” Orders:

1-800-820-5177

Hedora's
Botmeaking

LONGBOWS
AND

RECURVYES =

— School

AND W
TAKE-DOWNS Come and learn the art CALL OR WRITE FOR
of bowmaking for fun INFORMATION ON
EXOTIC or business. Training OUR GREAT :
HARRNGOES custom bow makers HAND
CUiE?J!; T0 for over nine years. CRAFTED

BOWS.

Also seminars in
instinctive shooting,
freezing; target panic:
arrow making; string
building. One-on-one,

SPECIFICATIONS

WOODLAND

S LA
TRADITIONAL = -3

-~ Custom

ARCHERY = =
rroups, VA a ed. SN
P.O. BOX 775 Ney ETOoUps FPRrove ’%TW’\\?E:'
WOODLAND PARK, &bl torday or Recurve &
COLORADO 80866 - Longbow

(719) 686-1242 more information,

=RESLIEE MEMBER: Fedora's Arvchery Shop
| A (803) 776-3832
P.O. Box 9625

Columbia, SC 29230

DEALER INQUIRIES
INVITED

115 Wintersville Road, Dept. LR
Richland, PA 17087 « (717) 933-8862
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¢ Bowhunting’s

L
am

by Lee Foote

Vir
C

he sun has ser and the group of

tracditional  bowhunters wather

around  the warm  flickering
licht. Their discussion is the talk of
hunters; the conversation moves from
same seen, o shots taken, o equip-
ment wsed. As a disagreement over
g,
finpers nimbly the
keyboard... the keyboard? Yes, this
whole scene is plaved out mightly on
several Web sites, electronic bulleun

broadhead  pertormance  heats

TN T

boards, and live chat rooms dedicated
to bowhunting,. The Inrerner  has
become a virtual campfire for archers
around the globe, As disconnecred as
traditional archers may feel, there s
hope of remaining in a community of
humters when they jomn anks electron-
ically wirh kindred spirits around the
wiorld, | stumbled across my first archery
site while surfine the lnrernet and came
close to dismissing it, however, a second
look convinced me that if Dean Torges,
Dian Quillian, Steve Ruperr, and Biggie
Hotfman were going to be mstantly
available to discuss rraditional archery, 1
was certainly soine o read and leam.
Mot Interner discussions are led by
ordinary bowhunters, though some
topics draw out experts in their fields:
professional hunting guides, renowned
boweyers, and wildlife biologists who log
o and enter o discussions with
other archers, be thev beginners or
experts. This electromic medium 1s one
where people can ler their hair down a

uad

hit, o out on some
limbs with their hune-
and
the limits of

Ing  apinions,
admit
l{l'l,:!"ﬂ.'[l,_“nl;:_._fl.f.

lnrernet

their
The
us  free
their expertise.
Wanr o learn
hioww oo il a deer

FEVES

ACCEess T

after the shot? Try
the Bonwsite's

(v bowsite.com)
full color role-
playing  Jesson,
annplcry with

actual  track-

ing/hlood trail
phoros and
questions. You
make  the
call on the

evidence

|"F{‘M“'I'I|'l..".|-

i the form
of Blockd, tracks, veeetation, and the
appropriate procedure for retrieving
vout virtually wounded game. Several
times the Bowsite has carried  daily
updares and photographs of hunts in-
progress from hunters in the field. This
amazing task was accomplished via
computer, modem, and cellular phone,
We see instant realinies of weather,
wildlife seen or waken, and decisions
macde, Iy addivion o sending encour-
agement and best wishes, readers could

offer advice to the hunters in their
putsait, This secondhand experience is
a5 i‘l[l"}{‘ = r'ﬂ:-i['l':r' | I.‘t'.!ll.'t‘:'i 'l.‘r'l-]] eVer :‘.:L'l. (%]
hurining elk in Idahos remote Sawtooth
wilderness, However, because we were
treated to the dailv acrivities, stalks,
night time strategy sessions, and keen
anticipation of the hunrer, we could
relate o them as only hunters can,
The Internet s nothine of not fast.
Par Lefemine, advanced bowhunter and
the organizer of the Bowsite and
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Stickbow  Web
bowhunter alerts and daily updates on
critical issues facing rhe sports of

sites,  provides

hunting, archery, and teaditional
bowhunting. When antihunting
eroups add a last minute rider to a
hill: when congressional maneu-
vers threaten humting privileges;
when the press unturly

portrays  hunters; the
archery bulletin hoard
lights up with alerrs,
perspectives, addresses
of where ro wrire and
pertinent information
in support of hunting.

ilL'i.qLLlliI‘llill‘lEL".\' W}‘Iillll.' ITH‘L'K‘ll['I.;_E Ty E?fl'li.'r

states, Want to know more about
hunting  feral goats in New

Zealand, Kodu in Zimbabwe?
When the rmr occurs in
Marvland? Where to find
extra long cedar shafts? Send in
a question and  vou will ge
answers from mdividuals with
firsthand experience.
Particularly  touching
were the eulogies and
many  sincere  words
posted on the passing of
bowver and rtraditional
archery great, Jay Massey.

In twelve hours, a

The Internet also

network of letrer writ-
ing, phone calling,
e-mailing bowhunters can
make their interests known o
their legislators. The  Inrernet

bulletin hoards have carned information
and discussion over the last three vears
concerning the use of hounds and hair
tor hunting black bears, Many of us
emerged better educated and our letrers
to lawmakers reflecred thar awareness.
More recently, the Camptire Program,
an internaticnal  program that helps
African tribal communiries manage
their lands for sustainable  wildlife
production, has been challenged by
antihunting groups that oppose  big-
game hunting. Congressman names and
voting inclinations were listed on the
Internet so hunters could write and urge
them to reauthorize the support for
Camptire Program. A hunting-favorable
version of the program prevailed in late

1997,

Electronic Encouragement

Across electronic lines hunrers not only
find they  find
alliances, friendships, and an occasional
debate. Hunters commiserate missed
h!"l".]{?‘i -i“"l,i] :?!{g‘l‘ [l T :ll_]ﬁ_!]_:'.:!]‘]j.,'l‘lt. I_iii]'l_]-"

COTIIMON  CAuses,

earned  successes  are  celebrated
worldwide with "arraboys” and elec-
tronic kudes. It s not unusual for
hunrers o end up hosting each other,

swapping hunts, or visiting electronic

18 Lomceows & Recurves™ SUMMER 1998

pr:'wiglrai wide-
FONEg Nonce
of the opportu-
nity o donate to
the fund established in his honor.
Regular bulletin board fare includes
heartwarming stories of first hunts,
parental guidance, advice for smarting
children in bowhunting, hunting camp
pranks, recipes, and book reviews,
Discussion topics called threads also
include specialty niches where, for
example, women bowhunters can meet
o exchange ideas and provide support,
advice, and sugpestions for women's
hunting equipment.

Historically, hunting has been a
sport where traditions, rules, skills, and
the hunting culture were handed down
from father to son, Wives and daughrers
plaved only a small part in bowhunting.
That appears to ke changing, as
evidenced by the mwo hundred-plus
replies quickly posted 1o a thread riled
“*Any lady hunters our there! With
mcreasing  urbanization, non-hunting
households, and less connection to wild
land, hunting has become an anachrao-
nism in the minds of the inexperienced
and uninformed. Some hunters are
even hesitant to admit their bowhunt-
ing passion in “polite” company for fear
of negative reactions. Newcomers to
the sport, particularly those coming
from nonhunting backerounds often
find it hard ro break into hunting

circles because of the unspoken codes of
behavior, jarpon, and skills. There is
cood news for new archers, women
bowhunters, and urban archers. No
need to feel isolated anymore. The
virtual campfire exists Just a few
kevstrokes away on the Internet.
Logging on can quickly land one right
to the middle of “F‘"TLT'LL;ETL' hun'ring
conversations, Discussions range widely
and include almost any topic that
would come up around a hunting camp
supper table. New bowhunters can
become familiar with the key topics of
bowhunting by simply watchmg the
discussions on the Internet (this is
called “lurking” and is perfectly alright),
then joining in with questions or opin-
ions whenever they feel comfortable,
ﬂl_l:'lihL Iﬂtt‘rl'ﬁl.:r CAary E'Il‘il" k[Lf"‘l":.:?\[i{':.'
bowhunting to the public, provide
insight into hunter-hunter relation-
ships, and reveal
commitment to the land, our guarry,
and well-launched arrows. The caliber
and integrity of the archers 1s impres-
sive and many topics are filled with

QLT strong

awe, appreciation, and reverence for
the privileece of hunting and
communing with nature. j

Supporting the Traditional Way
It is ironic that our appreciation of
bowhunting with traditional equip-
ment can be augmented and supported
by something as recent and highly tech-
nical as the Internet. Archers, however,
cannot afford to stick their heads in the
sand regarding electrenic media regard-
less of their penchant for primitive gear.
.':1|, 5 dfiE I'H_"r I_,'! M {ti T P‘tﬂ 1 i :lf I II'H.M1
Traditional Bowhunters of Maryland
wrote “So wife and kids move over... a
real live, walking, talking Neanderthal
is about to go on line... I've gor to join
my fellow toxophiles in a journey down
the information highway”

There are currently three primary
interactive Web sites that deal exclu-
sively and  comprehensively  with
bowhunting and one of these that s
dedicated to traditional archery. The
Bowsite (www.bowsite.com) is a very



well-organized, private site operated by
master bowhunrer Pat Lefemine. The
includes photographs,
comnentary columns, hunter alerts and

updares, and individual conference/

sirg color

discussion sites for hunring all major big
game species in Notth America, as well
as guest columnists, The main bullerin
board allows hunters o share their
hunts, problems, successes, and ques-
tions, The site like the other two, 1s
screened to eliminate profanity, and-
hunting replies, or other offensive posts.
The Bowsite provides extensive links ro
related Web such the
Professional Bowhunters Society, Pope
and Young Club, and the Wildlife
Legislative Fund of America, among
others.

Bowhunting (www.bowhunting.com)

sires as

is an active and professionally arranged
site. The extensive commercial adver-
tising makes this the site for serious
hunting cear enthusiasts. Though some
rraditionalists are put off by the
more commercial approach, '

this is 2 very complete site.

All types of bowhunting

are discussed, hut my impres-

sion is that this is the site

favored by the compound

shooters and  crosshow
enthusiasts. Some of the
most recognized  profes-
sional bowhunrers in the
world are featured in
columns and commen-

taries at this location.

features such as live chat rooms, rrade-a-
hunt listings, and sweepstakes entry
forms that are just an icon click away,

The Stickbow (www.stickbow.com)
is a relatively new location that carers
specifically 1o longbow, selfbow, and
recurve shooters. Pat Lefemine also
moderates this site. There is a distinetly
different rone ro the exchanges on the
Stickbow's bulletin board called *The
Leatherwall.” Ideas and philosophies
tend to emerge more often, and there is
lack
Frequent posting personalities with
names like Tennbow, Rupe, MT, and
Xman provide sensible continuity and
entertaining commentaries. This site,
like the others, supports highly ethical
and responsible bowhunting sports-
and provides abundant
information for those considering hunt-
ing with traditional equipment. [ posted
a thread to the Stickbow site asking
archers to share their thoughts abour
the Internet bowhunting sites for this
article.

a distinct of commercialism.

mansh ip

Here are some of the replies | got:

“_.. I've seen ethics taught, tech-
nical advice freely given, emotional
support showered on those in need,
friendships made and hunts orga-

nized..." (Ric A.)

“Traditional archers;, |
think, rend not to be ‘joiners’
which creates a kind of isola-
tion... The net has changed
all that.” (Don S.)

“Even after thirty-

Many links are available
for archery related
topics and  manu-
facturers. Other

four years in rraditional
archery | still learn some-
thing almost every tme |

log on.” {Kelly)

“I"ve made a lot of new friends and
met a few of them in person. Several
folks on this site have helped me out
with solid advice on topics such as
huilding a spine rester and arrow match
up.” (Bruce 5.)

“The tensions and creativity that
develop on |Stickbow’s] Leatherwall
add a whole new level aof explosive,
super-evolutionary growth porential 1o
rraditional archery. Funny.” (J.K.)

*] organized a hog hunt in February,
1997 for the chat room users. Thirteen
of us from all across North America
spent three days chasing pigs in South
Florida.” (Jeff 12.)

As this article goes to press, one of
the latest traditional websites to gace
the Internet is Longhows & Recurves'
own  (www. Longbows-Recurves.com).
This site provides the traditionalist
with, among other things, bowhunting
arricles, club events, and an interactive
link allowing its visitars to relax with a
virtual cup of coftee.

Somy hat is oft to the interactive
hunters that keep the interest up as we
wait for the next issues of our favorite
archery magazines. Bowhunter linkages
via the Internet are some of the most
appealing uses of the computer.

You owe it to yourself to investigate
the wealth of information on archery,
tackle, wildlife biology and bowhunting
available through the Internet. The
possibilitics are intriguing. When my
legs turn in their last hunt and my old
sore shoulder will no longer let me draw
my recurves, | will take solace in being
able to take a virtual hunt and char
with bowhunting triends around the
world via my basement compurter. [

Netiquette

Afcw words ~ about  electronic
etiquette, of  “netiquette” are

necessary, “Absolutely no obscenity or
strong language is permitted on any of
thesé sites. Even distastetul or deroga:
tory comments will be deleted by the
maderators that maintain these bulletin

boards. Humor is perfectly acceptable,
but be wamed, it is hard 1o properly
convey itony, sarcasm, or inflection-
based humor in print. Humor is- best
followed by a parenthetical note
{joking) or a smiley tace :) to convey
your intentions. It is fine o disagree or
debate issues, bur it is very poor taste 1o
let disagreements become personal.

Criticize the message if you must, but
not the messenget. Appropriate topics
include all things archery

related, but advertising
and  promotions are
considered commercial
endeavors and - are
handled differently.
by moderators.
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he vear was 1972, | was fourteen vears old, armed and

dangerous. So [ thought. 1 had practiced my shooting

for almost a vear. Today was the very first deer hune of
my lite and | would never be the same.

My bow was without a doubt my most treasured posses-
sion. She was a Shakespeare, sixty inches long with a
forty-five pound draw weight. She was a real beauty, with a
rosewood handle, and long slender limbs backed in dark
green fiberglass that tapered into a graceful recurve. She was
mine. | had bought her secondhand from a friend for twelve
dollars, My arrows were Easton gamegerter 2018s and they
were each tipped with a wasp broadhead. Ir would be many
vears before 1 would appreciate the feel of a wooden shaft.

[ hunted that day with one of my best friends, Daryl, and
our mentor Jay who was several vears older than we were and
had his driver's license. [ feel it important to note that since
neither Daryl nor | had actually seen a wild deer before,
having Jay with us was a real plus. We arrived at Thistlewaire
wildlife refuge well before dawn. This
Wildlife Management Area is located near
Washington, Louisiana and is composed of
mostly hardwood, some cypress, and a lot of
palmettos. Much of it is often under water.
Thistlewait is known for it's healthy deer
herd and very large-bodied bucks. Excepr for 11 Then,
a very few davs each vear it is an extremely
hot and miserable place 1o be. This day was
nu exceprion.

We had walked a few hundred yards
down a power line when suddenly Jay
stopped and quietly whispered o me, “You'll
hunt here. Remember what U've taught vou. Hold still and
no noise.” | stood and warched as he and Dary] disappeared
down the trail before | turned and entered the woods. In
addition to my bow, | carried a small folding stool, high
hopes, and little else. With no flashlight 1 walked in only a
few vards and opened my stool against a tree. As the sun rose
and cast its first light 1 thanked God for another day and the
chance to hunt his deer. Moments later | heard them
coming— mosquitoes! There must have been millions of
them. [ was totally unprepared for their attack. | had no
headnet, no repellent, and no hape to avoid their onslaught.
My first impulse was to slap, bur in my mind Jay's last words
echoed, "Hold still and no noise. Hold still and no noise.
Haold Sell. No Nowge ™ Ir was awful. | thouehe T would run ar
any minute, bur | somehow held on. Afrer a few minutes 1
buried my face in my hands and tried my best not to move.

Afrer what seemed Like a very long time | slowly
kooked up and opened my eves. [ sat there in a stupor star-
ing dumbly into the thicker. Az | davdreamed,
my eves unconsciously fixed on what appeared N
to be the branch of a small tree near the e

Vi |

ground. [ must have warched it for a couple of

“I held for a
split second.

looked up 1

released.”

A
-
T

minutes before | realized the branch was moving. My mind
shifted into high gear as [ realized these were antlers. Even
with my limited experience | knew thar there must be a deer
on the other end. But rey as [ might [ could not pick our the
body of that deer. He was only fifteen yards away. |
wondered if [ might be imagining the whole thing.
Suddenly I relaxed a little and he appeared as if by magic.
Now | was nervous. My heart pounded so hard my head
began to ache.

Now what should I do? Jay had said nothing abour this
situation. | imagined for a moment thar the buck might be
able to hear my heart, but he never stopped feeding. The
excitement was almost too much for me to contain and [ let
out a little sigh. He jerked his head up and looked my way,
We were eye o eye, | was frozen. | didn’t breache, didn’t
blink. My heart was pounding harder, like a hammer striking
an anvil. He stared at me, looking inte my soul. Finally, just
when | thought he had me pegeed, he looked away and
began 1o browse again. This was impossible,
| thought. The pounding continued. | could
hardly breathe. He was o close! My hands
were sweaty and it felt as though my arms
were made of lead. [ lifred my bow, which
had been lying on my lap. Why was it so
heavy? Tt felt as if it weighed a hundred
pounds. The buck’ head snapped up, his
ears searching for the source of the noise.
Did | make a sound? | think my hean
stopped! He held his head high, straining to
locate me while his tail twitched-nervously
back and forth. | sat there absolutely
motionless. My heart continued o pound. He was feeding
again. | was doing betrer now. | believed | might have a
chance. | tumed my bow from horizontal o vertical. His
head jerked up and just as quickly dropped down again. | had
no time 1o lose. My moment of truth had arrived. 1 drew my
how— shaking a little. Shaking a lor. 1 held for a split
second. Then, as he looked up again | released. There was a
blur of motion as the buck ducked and whirled in the same
mstant. | warched in amazement as my arrow sailed harm-
lessly aver the back of the little four pointer. He bolred
further into the thicker to my right, and stopped to look over
his shoulder. T looked on helplessly as the voung deer rrorred
out of sight.

Later, I could hardly contain myself as [ told my story to
Jay amd Diaryl. Ax first | felt that 1 had missed the chance of

a lifetime and was the vicrim of bad luck. But, as [ grew
older, I realized that my experience on that steamy

October morning could not have been any betrer had |1

killed that buck. The excitement of thar day ignited in

me a love of the outdoors and hunting that would last a

lifetime. Besides, as it turned out there would
be many more chances of a lifetime.

as he
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I Became A

by Mel Toponce

he lead buck’s nostrils dilated 15 he looked at me. He was a sleek and handsome four-pointer, followed by a lirtle

torked-horn. Scarcely breathing, | stood motionless among the aspens. We were separated by no more than fifteen
paces. A “year” passed, then another. Still no movement— only the solemn piercing gaze between hunter and hunted.
My thoughts flashed back to thar day in the blind, ten thousand feet up on the slopes of M. Kenya, when professional
hunter David Allen and 1 lay warching a magniticent male mountain leopard feeding on a zebra-and-warthog smorgas-
bord we had hung as bait. The excitement and suspense [ was experiencing were the same as they had been that day in
Kenya. Each moment seemed like an ererniry.

As the gentle air currents tossed abour man scent, and the rays of the afternoon sun filtered through the trees and
directly onto my face, | wondered if the Indian Buck Lure doused on my clothing was all thart it claimed to be, and
whether the dark makeup | wore really fooled my quarry. Then it happened. Quietly, the bucks moved off. The larger
one was still in the lead— sixteen paces; seventeen paces. Passing directly in front of a large aspen, the four-pointer
turned slightly to the left, presenting in the process an excellent opportunity for an angling lung shot. Slowly, the fifty-

five pound pull Super Kodiak recurve came to full draw and began to rrack its targer. Now! The string slammed home

tes full fury, and twenty-nine inches of Bear Razorhead ripped 2018 streaked on its wav....

Nevada High Country Bound

It was late August. Norman Marks, Hank Roberts, Larry
Crew, and | had come from California to Nevada's high
country near the ldaho border to bowhunt the huge trophy
mule deer bucks that inhabir the region. Since the area was
inaccessible to motor vehicles of any sore, we had decided to
take a back-packing expedition.

Atfrer an all night drive from Oakland, we entered Elko,
MNevada, at davbreak, and turned narth. A few hiours later we
.xmpr.»mi briefly to fill our canteens from an icy stream, then
bumped and jostled the last few miles to our staging point.

Hank pulled up his faithiul Chevy pickup at the base of
a towering mountain, set the handbrmke, and climbed out
“End of the line, you guys. From this paint on, you're all
pedestrians,” he announced.

Since Hank and Norm had hunted the area in previous
vears, they ran the show. "We'll make our ascent now, while
it's srill cool,” Norm advised. “The hunting season has been
open for some time now, but | think it advisable that we push

22 Loncnows & Recurveste SUMMER 1958

on directly into camp rather than attempt to hunt while en
route. We have plenty of hunting time ahead of us. Besides,
you can never depend on this weather up here. It's unpre-
dictable, Best we make camp first.”

The Long Climb Begins

We shouldered our packs and headed for the back country. |
went a short distance ahead to scout the trail. Norm and
Larry, at each end of our heavily-laden, bicycle-wheeled deer
cart, were in the middle. Hank brought up the rear.

As we climbed higher, the air became cool and tresh-
smelling, and we began o detect that certain wonderful
exhilararion— thar indescribable feeling of freedom— one
gets when “on top." | thought to myself, “This is basic. This
is real. This is life!"

The barren mountain slopes, dotted here and there with
small clusters of trees, reminded me of Kiavak Bay on Kodiak
Island, Alaska— surely one of the places on earth where God
has reached out to touch the land.
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Bur, there was no rifle with me this
time. [n its place was a wonderful new
Weapon— # NEW experience
way, In two short months prior to this
trip Hank and Norm had made me an
archery enthusiast,

d new

Camp at Last

Late that afternoon we neared a large
grove of quaking aspen, nestled snugly
in a saddle berween two peaks. “There
she is," Morm whooped, “Let’s rake her
on in from here at full gallop!™ With
cart, packs, bows, and all, Larry and
Norm shifted into overdrive and, like
two school kids just out for the sumimer,
sprinted the last one hundred vards 1o
camp. Hank and | stood by in amaze-
ment. Camp was a pretty little place,
bordered on one side by aspens and a
gin-clear streamlet, and on the other by
a large fallen tree, to which had heen

attached a few small boards to form a
table of sorts, and a crude framework of
aspen boughs o create an overhead
shelter. The leaves, stimed by cool
breezes from the valley below, shim-
mered i the sun, spelling out a message
“‘E ".JI."L‘]{I nNe fia T’}i}lﬂ,‘.[,' E!'I;.;'lt Wwas o I‘{‘ LT
home for the nexr seven days. It was
magnificent just to be sitting there.

“This is the kitchen,” declared
Hank. He was poinring o the frame-
work. “We built it several years ago.”
Then, from his pack, he produced
several large squares of plastic sheeting
which would serve o rainproof the
cooking and sleeping arcas, The spell
i'l'l"“t:(,"['l, Wi st DO oW ]Tk.

The First Sighting

“There are five nice bucks feeding just above us!” exclaimed
Normm as | was putting our sleeping bags and other gear in the
pup-tent. “One of them is a real good one,” he added. |
couldn’t believe what I was seeing! There, in plain view
stood the band of muleys, *We'll leave rthem for another
dav,” advised Hank. *To try and approach them across that
open hillside would spook them out of the country,”
he added.

By actual count, during thar idyllic week, we saw over
seven hundred bucks. Allowing for repeat sightings, we must
have looked at five hundred different bucks, We noted thar the
males stayed 1 themselves, avoiding the does completely. In
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ABOVE: Hank (L) and Novmn (R) in
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camp, discussing hunt strategies. (Note lean-to

[ iy

under tree.) BELOW: Mel (L), Larry (C), Novm (R) bringing doum Mel’s buck with
the hicyele-wheeled cart. Backpacks om each hunter carry bows and spare arrows.

fact, there were very few females to be seen. The primary social
unit seemed to be a small cluster of from five o eight bucks,
which fed, drank, bedded, and maveled rogether. Excepr when
feeding, they always moved in single-file. A few were real bruis-
ers. | coomted three thar were sure record material.

In a Nutshell

Each atternoon i camp we practiced shooting field points
ar targets with deadly accuracy. While each moming we
sallied forth, only o return with a look of chagnin on our
taces. We shor ar game and missed because of bowstring
“rwane.” We missed because the deer saw the arrow coming,
We missed just because we missed.




f
ki

[ the evenings, while cooking dehydrated tood
on our tiny propane stove, we would whisper to the <.
others about the day’s events. We would have enjoyed
a campfire, but that had been declared taboo along
with normal volume conversation. We were splen-
didly dirty, happy, and wired for bucks,

CUhne day Norm pointed to a spot where, on a previ- 15

1 ks
ous hunt, he had killed a muley buck. He then %
explained our stratesy for the day. Immediately I Al
beside Stand Three, as was the case in each of 5 0 [

L 5 {
=T Ay o

these rocky areas, ran a natural and heavilv-used
deer trail. Norm would take Stand Four. Hank would cover

Stand Two, while Larry and 1 drove the side hill in a westerly
direction in an artempt to push the deer through the appro-
priate passes. Our archers, lyving in ambush, would do the rest.

Murphy’s Law

The plan worked admirably. Eishr good bucks, the first two
of which were four-pointers, walked single-file through
Stand Four, By some hard running 1 had herded them there,
afrer thwarting their atremprt to get through ar Stand Three.
Radiating selt-satisfaction, | waited for Norm’s victory vell.
But, nothing happened! As [ walked the trail through the
pass, | looked around for Norm, but he was nowhere o be
found. Slowly, the bitter realization thar we had failed ro
assign a number o one of the outcroppings came over me.
What [ had believed to be one stand was in reality another,
and [ had driven the same through the wrong pass! Norm
had been waiting exactly where the deer would have gone
through!

On a later day, our quarry wene through the correct pass
and Hank was wairing. As five bucks slowly filed past within
twenty-five vards of his sagebrush blind at Stand One, Hank
calmly arose to his feet, ook deliberate aim, and unleashed a
Zwickey-tipped shatt. When we approached from below, we
tound Hank quietly sitting there. “What happened? Larry
asked. “1 missed,” Hank said.

... A5 the speeding arrow made contact, the buck lurched
forward, then bolted across a small creek directly below us,
the arrow shaft visibly prorruding from behind his right
shoulder blade. “Good hit!” | said softly and scampered to
a place where [ could look down the ravine in the direc-
tion the animal had gone. The litle forked-hom had
vanished, However, | could see the bigger deer, and he was
plainly in trouble. About sevenry-five vards downhill he
veered sharply to the left, faltered, and dropped while

attempring to clear the stream. It was all over.
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o onthe ground, on a one-on-one basis, ranks in achieve-
. ment above a bull clephant kill with a 430 Niwo

="

A & [
')/ Now A Believer

[ say candidly to you, the reader, thar a trophy deer
kill with a longhow or recurve, especially while hunting

i 1% Express. [ can speak with first hand experience in both
§ cases. Never in my over forty years of worldwide hunt-
ing have | been so jubilant over a trophy, with the

g Lo possible exception of a beautiful Blue Sheep | once
R L

took in the high Himalayas of Nepal. As | stated
earlier in this story, Hank and Norm had made me an
archery enthusiast. At that moment, | became a believer.

It took only a few minures to field dress the animal and
hoist him off the ground so the cool night air could circulate
around the carcass. Then, in the waning light, I slowly made
my wayv back to camp, thinking as [ went abour something
the great naturalist-philosopher Henry David Thoreau once
saidd. Ir was something about how basic man'’s needs truly are.

The fellows were all at camp when | arrived. | haven't
thought about the incident from that day o this withour
seeing in my mind’s eye the satisfied expression on Hank’s and
Norm's faces when | showed them the arrow and recounted
what had occurred. Their pupil had scored. [r was their day as
well as mine. Later, as we lay in our down bags, we listened o
the wind in the aspens, and sleep was not far off.

Back to Civilization

The days rolled by, Finally, the time came to bid farewell o
a place which had become part of us. We lashed our trophy
and all our excess equipment to the aluminum frame of the
cart, donned our packs, and readied ourselves for the wind-
ing journey down the mountain. “You take the front Mel,”
Larry suggested. “T'l take the rear handles and see if 1 can
hold this thing from running wild on the steep places. Norm,
you tie one end of this nvlon cord to the bugey and the other
erl around your waist. Follow at a few paces, and when she
starts getting away from us, dig in!" The idea sounded good.
Larry was as strong as a Cape buffalo, and just the man for the
rear handles, Hank volunteered to go on ahead and ready the
truck for loading.

The trip down was rough. Our bodies, toughened by a
week in the rugeed rerrain, were ready for the challenge. In
a few hours we were preeted at the pickup by the smiling,
bare-chested Hank. Before departing, we paused for a
moment of contemplation. We said goodbye to the Pope and
Young record book muley 1 had missed when the wind took
my arrow and to the grand solitude where we had seen no
other hunter. Hank broke the silence: "Come on, troops. |
know of a small lirtle Basque restaurant in Elko.” |8

Editor’s Nore: This arricle appeared in Traditional Axchery maga-
zine over twenty vears ago and is reprinted here with permission
from the author.
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To the Wild Rovers, stump shooting,
camaraderie, and fun are the stuff of

which thélecaieional way of life is made.

a greasy. spoon -restaurant early ‘on-a
About ahalf dozen “Wild Rovers™ will
start the day with a big breakfast and pleasant conver-

1. Next, we head w a remote forese stump field to
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Elowers, masses, ferns, soft
diff and ather assorted f nprise the forest under-
story. Animals, large and small, are’ abundant here. Elk,
deer, bear, and mountain lions freely prc
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call it “stump shooting” tox
or over thirty vears.
American trac
aled spore. It has many facets: There are numerous
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its history or why it is even traditional. Knowing
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As archery entered the twentieth century, most of its

They

tional archery as it is practiced rod:

e of

American devotees lived in the East. ticed



ied in Europe. On the West €

archery as it was per st,
wmen whose archery

there was a smaller number of
influence was mspired by the Mative American. These
westerners liked their targer archery and all, bur many had

a bend tor shooting in the wilderness. They especially liked

making their own f‘!'iluilti'mr':nt from wiiul hin-::'s that were

castern ﬂ'Ler\.' ~.ur-|1huf~ It was
¢ to the sylvan
they

ment p

]'I.'1Fllr4'-'ii .]Tk_hr"r'\ (85

ALESE

Anc nl'i‘u.,r thi 1 ]"I.I|'II-t Tae: 1] tor Ot |1'L|'u_rl.‘ hurr_mthu“ in
e of us now. A
forward to the

the SOump ]..-.Htl._h, even as it does o
il bonding ‘occurred, Archers looke

time when they

a handful of fri

oftentimes matle by themselves and oftencmes patterned
after. Robin: of Sherwood and. his® pack of behevalent
l'l'l'i{:'lf'l'.“.\'-. T-IE'I{." [}“_'.'i‘!'rt;-_l.'l WETE 50 L‘:T']j{:l!.":.l].':'h_‘ l.['l:-![ .‘.‘:}'l'\-':-lf'l
archery clubs were formed. One of the best clubs was in
archery clubs were: different in thar they
T {_‘.\""._lil._lr'il_'l]"l ll-l_':l::l o tl“;"
zations and the startof the
ation in the late 1930s.
ally changed

Oregon. Thes
cmphs
formation
Narional Field .
The complex
by the mid-18
o 0F 15 A lligh rech: nontradition

zeid ]‘I Lt

I archery was radi

with the advent of compounding; and
ipe, old

there still are
ithful, unbridled bowmen who gather
stump with ‘bBlunt-pointed - arcows.

; for the most part,

: Their

often with wild

stumps still exist among giant coni
small numbers of
to slay the migl

| ko are,

equipment. is

D A PR ARR . TR

SUMMER 1998 Loswcrows & RECURVES ™

7

Phatograph by Richard F, Myers



things. Their ohjective is 1 have fun
anel enjoy the companionship of other
kindred spirits. Most are temperate
people who do not indulge in unwhole-
some worldly excesses. They usually are

phih}h:_:pl‘u:rh K mitificating ar the drop
l.'.lf ol ]'I:![ :IE‘{‘JLIT 'I."I.-'l'lrllil events, }\l]!”'lf‘\q OoF
the price of tea in China, Those of my
acquaintance describe themselves as
“experts,” especially when it comes o
the archer’s craft. [n the wink of an eye,
they will inform me of all my shooting
mistakes or why [ will never be a grear
hunter. Of course, 1 always try to humor
them in my modest way.

The spring and summer months
are great for stumping. Typically, a
brigade of my wild rover friends will
gather at a preselecred area. As we
leave our cars, it may be quite warm, but when we enter the
forest, it will be cooler and darker. There is an informal
protocol we usually follow. A stump is selecred, and each
archer shoots one arrow at it. The shooter who gets the bese
hit selects the next stump, and 5o it continues from stump
to stump. Seldom does one bowman dominare the shooting,
In every assemblage there may be some who do betrer on
long shots and some who excel on close ones. Quite often a
casual contest is agreed upon wherein the loser will have to
provide a soft drink or whatever. | have witnessed many
times when the betrer shooters misjudee a stump and have
to pay off to poorer shooters, All of our contests, however,
are done in fun.

Maost every stump has some distinetive feature, whether
it s a hole, dark spot, or other marking. This is the aiming
spot. Seldom do we shoot at the whole stump. Sometimes we
attach paper plates to our stumps. These make great bullseves,
but it akes exera work o remove them when we are done.

Most of our equipment is quire simple, Our arrows are
blunt-tipped to keep them from penetrating too far. They
have highly visible colors on them also. Our bows are either
hunting weapons or lighter roving bows. Sometimes we'll
shoot hundreds of times i a session and, therefore, lighter
bows are more advisable. Often times, we will swap bows for
a tew shots, Back quivers are favored by most of us because
they hold a larger selection of arrows,

In our gang, woe be unto any who wears camo clothing.
We are very traditional in our outlooks, and we shun high
tech clothes, Again, many of us wear wild things thar we
have collecred and crafred ourselves. [t is just more enjoy-

able thar Way. The :m:d::m ﬁﬂ'l‘l‘lﬂ of LZLH'I'LT'l'l'L':I"CiH] 'r'lrﬂfht‘l"!-' i i

tend to dress participants in similar unitorms, but
we wild rovers are very individualistic in our
attire. The hat really sets a lot of us apart.
Sametimes the more outrageous it is, the
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The objective of stiompr shooting is to
have fut and enjoy the companion-
shipr of other kindved spivits.

better we like it. Some call us elitists
and snobs because of our dress and atni-
tudes. This doesn't bother us because
we do not choose the direction of
modern arrow shooting and feel that
the older, truer methods are better,

We are always vindicating each
ather. Often we will meet ar a pleasant
spot for lunch. Afrer a moming of
shooting stumps, we feel exhilarated
from our adventure aficld. There is no
such thing as a dull stump shoot
Discussions will emerge about the joys
of shooring the bow and arrow in the
time honored way, With our archery
paradigms reinforced and our bellies full
of grub, we go back for an afternoon in
the forest.

Stump busting does not help us
acquire berrer shooting form. Diligent practice in front ot
target butts does this, and it is beneficial to have our forms in
place before we po afield. What stump shooting does,
however, is to make us better at hirting randomly selected
targets at all distances. We have found thar a few sessions of
stump shooting prior to hunting season will be manifested in
increased game harvests.

Many modern arrow flingers are never blest with the
joys of uninhibited arrow shooting. They miss out on watch-
ing a well aimed shaft course an arc over one hundred vards
and smack a resonant snag, or shooting until the muscles
cannot pull the cord another time. Yer there still stands
another vestige of a rotting tree trunk tanralizing the tired,
rraditional toxophilite.

The joys of roving can be distracting too. My friend, Ron
Hoiland, and I went out deer hunting in an area that was new
o us looking for the overgrown clear-cur fields thar black-
tails are so fond of. As we drove along, Ron said, “Boy! Look
ar all those stumps in the trees there.” Soon we were in more
and more stumps. We came around a bend in a loggmg road
and could see a stump valhalla. T stopped the Trooper, and we
piled our with our bows and some bBlunts. Deer huriting was
suspended as we launched ourselves into the forest. Afrer a
couple of delighttul hours and with our stump-shooting sati-
ated, we then proceeded to a cleared area for an evening deer
hunt. Perhaps the most positive benefit about stump shooting
is being distracted from worldly cares, The ereat outdoors is
very therapeutic physically, mentally, and spiritually.

-I_h.ﬁ_L I"l]\l-'n‘l:;!rl 'ﬁ-'IEI:'I. o n:l]]ill1lilf Al Canm Coame AI‘LL!
L join our medley for wild roving in the Pacific Northwest
,1%,, forests. He should put on his colorful clothing, take his

R i =
J f‘ roving bow and leather quiver of arrows, and proceed
i e through the wildwood as 2 man was meant to
& : : ;
S - do. Ie's a most unique aspect of pure rradi-

tional archery. |

ehotograph by Rod Hoiland



Upper photogragh by Wayne Hoffman; Center ond lower phatogrophs by Som Fodala

quipment selection for the traditional archer is a
decision based on personal and functional require-
menits., and for most of us rradivionalists, fonn follows
function. When selecting a longhow or recurve and a set of
matched arrows, shooting style, body size, performance
requitements, and personal preference all play a pare. Other
equipment selections are generally based on funcrion,
necessity, and finances, Longhows & Recurves believes thar
the proper selection of each piece of equipment increases
the safety and enjovment derived from time in the field.

Lomghoaws & Recorves equipment editor, Sam Fadala,
helps us see how technology increases the success and
safety of our hunting trips while our traditional vahues
remain intact. The choice berween shooting the longbow
or the recurve is a tough one. Sam provides some important
points to consider.

Having selected a bow, straight flying wood arrows are
required. Don Stokes gives us an understanding of arrow
woods which includes some technical information, history,
and men behind our present-day knowledge. Paul Brunner
takes us step-by-step through the arrow making process and
shows us some of the finer peints of constructing a true set
of custom arrows.

Having a sharp broadhead instills confidence in every
howhunter. Joey Buchanan shares his method of sharpen-
ing hroadheads to insure a clean, ethical, and quick
harvest, while Butch Winter with over forty vears of expe-
rience, takes you through the proper method of sharpening
knives and the hones to do the job right

Gale Wisdom and Biggie Hoffman give us guidelines
in this section for choosing clothing and footwear. Do vou
really know how to Tayer clothing for warmth and personal
safery? Gale sheds a layer or two of information on this
important aspect of our survival. When it comes to select-
ing shoes, Bigaie has tried almost every style and material
in many climates and terraing. See what he has to say about

what to wear wherever and whatever you are hunting. }
Bt ERAIET i) ER=== B=rar] | 3=====m] st
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TRADITIONAL BOWS

FOR MODERN ARCHERS

by Sam Fadala, Equipment Editor

slav's longhows and recurves
are arguably the best ever
"l:’:"rhl]t.' HiM “i I\.‘['l'll'-'-"\ X |bTL‘tE
carly in this century, they seldom
possessed  the arrow speed or the
handling  qualities  inherent  in
today’s sticks. How could this be rrye
with something as basic as longhows
and recurves! Two reasons: know-
hew andd materials. Modern bowyers
understand the geometry and physics
of longbows and recurves extremely
well. They also know how 1w apply
these principles for grearer perfor-
mance, not only in swiftaess of the
shaft, but also “manners” of the bow,
which are often more important, 've
spoken with bowyers who don’t seem
to know just how much they know.
Bowyers may not talk in scien-
titic terms, bur in five minutes
t]'l"..‘"rlll 'L‘xpi'r[ i.T'.I {:xi]crl‘,‘ “'h‘f T]'I,';_":r' LESE
certam desiens and materials. Other
howmakers do speak scientifically,
some cmploying the computer in
creating specific designs. Add the
best materials ever o et designs
and ity no wonder moderm stick-
bows are so gond. As for marerials,
adhesives have improved signifi-
cantly. Fiberglass has also improved.
My larest bow uses Ebias glass in its
limbs, while its riser i impregnared
with epoxy under high pressure,
Even wday's bowstrings are supe-
rior. Blend smart design plus space
age chemicals and components, and
its no wonder current bows are
srear.
This is all very well, bur it doesn't
mike choosing a bow any easier.
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There are so many good sticks to
comsider. For example, yesterday’s
longbows wsually ook a back seat
to recurves in performance, but the
gap narrowed  signiticantly.
Chronographing  proves that some
lomghows actually shoen faster dars
than

hias

some recurves, | he fastest
tecurve still holds an edis, but its not
wide enough to tip the balance in
favor of recurve over longhow, The
choice should be made not on how
fast either shoots, bt rather which
one suits the imiividuu]it}' of the
Lemvrrzane [ shoot both longhows and
recurves, seeing no reason  why
anyone can't do the same successfully.
Longhows are usually lighter in
WA "1ﬂh|:1 ‘&tnd“l:r |H ';'I‘L-'E'.T:-l]l 110 .;'I]_'ﬁd
dender-limbed, They handle differ-

ently from recurves, like a picce of

cloud in your hand.

Ir's not easy to put a finger on i,
but even blindfolded an archer can
tell the difference berween a long-
bow or recurve that’s handed o him,
the two feel so differenc. Of course,
there are exceprions, Some compa-
nies offer recurves with longhow
features. Longbows can be light,
quick, responsive, fast-handling, and
pﬂintnhlt— all wonderful rraits.
Nonetheless, recurves suit some
archers betrer, with a more “solid”
feel in the hand generated by grearer
center mass in the erip. For these
howhenders the recurve is more
stable, While the longbow may scem
prone to fly away with the arrow, the
recurve tends to sertle after the dart
is away,

i = =1 E===m BT == e [

The riser-on the author's lacest bow, o Pronghors
Ferrer, is made of impregnated hickory, which is
hatdseme, but also very strong.




Tor: “Feel” is hard to define, but in choosing a bow, how it shoots for the individoal means everything, There's also
carrying 1o consider, Some bows simply carry nicer than other bows for specific individuals. BiyTroM: Fadala uses the
appropriate Skyline camo pattern to hunt the cool high country.

HANDLING AND
"MANNERS”

These points are extremely difficult
o explain, Every bowshooter has o
iy individual hows, deciding for
himself if he's poing to be a longhow
ot recurve devotee, or a person who
loves borh. So, after deciding on
Im‘lf_[h:'m-' ar recurve, what else should
the archer look for! Lets call it
manners. But be caretul. There are
bows that have uncommonly bad
manners; however, their owners
know how to control hand shock
and recoil. They don’t mind the buzz
in the palm after turning an arrow
loose, and they know how to manage
the prip so the bow doesn't feel like
it's trying to leap away atter the shor
Be thar as it may, the "average”
archer should rest handline over all
other aspects, especially if he's a
newcomer to longbows and recurves,
and so many are these days.

Ideally, good performance in a
bow s combined with smooth
handling. Taday, well-designed long-
bows made of the best materials
shoot arrows in the one hundred
ninety-plus feer-perssecond  range.
I've chronographed some that break
the two hundred feet-per-second
barrier with arrows weighing over
five hundred grams. Its impossible o
put an exact figure on it, but the hest
longhows  shoot  roughly ten o
fifteen feet-per-second  behind  the
best recurves, with some longhows
.\.}'H.K:ll'il:lj_:: !-il.‘:l ur [I:‘I:-ll‘l. SO TOCLIryes,
Soowhar o look for ina stickbow!
Go for handling qualities first, then
AT HI:{,‘.{:LI.

NEW OR USED?

Ini the 1960s and 1970s | keenly fired
various compounds. Ar fiest, they
were interesting, Later on, wheels

and pulleys lost their appeal and [
turned to black-powder shooting
dropping the bow, except for a
couple of longhows [ simply couldn't
part  with.  Then  something
]']Hl,'lpﬁ'['lf"'{]. Stickh““-'.‘ wWere 1‘.|:-|.|:']{|.
Memaories and nostalgia hit me hard.

So | por back into archery big
time, but | made a mistake— twao,
actually. First, 1 bought a new and
somewhat expensive recurve that
certainly didn't live up 1o its reputa-
tion. Maybe ['d been away from
stickbows for a while, but my new
bow was heavy in the hand and
longer than it had to be. It also
suffered the malady of recoil with
hand shock. Second, | ordered oo
much draw  weight. My last
compounds were all over seventy-
pound pull, so | went with a
seventy-pourcl  draw  snickbow.
Getting back into the game, 1 should
have restarted with a forty-five to
1ql1'rl':,'-fi\'l.,' ]mund model. [ should also
have gotten a used bow. Because a
wsed how is more economical, it
encourages an archer o start lighr
and build up, reselling his first
Fowls) as he moves onward roward
one thar suits him ideally. He can
alsor test different styles to see whar
he daes best with, Then it’s time to
order that fine custom bow, that
special partner— and hang  the
price. A pood bow costs only a few
bucks a month o own.

3-D SHOOTING

AND HUNTING

Another choice facing traditional
archers these davs 15 3-D or hunting.
It’'s not a problem for me, because
I'm not into 3-D sericusly. | enjoy
the sport as a get-ready for hunting
and [ use my regular hunting bows.
However, if | were doing 3-D

I:I:I:E:Jmﬁl
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Sam savs, *1 think bow quivers fit recurvies nicely, but | don't like

[:I competitively or ar least seriously, I'd
choose a bow just for that activiry, Ir
D would draw around fifty-five pounds,
because 1 can handle thar weighr all
day. I'd probably shoot carbon arrows
for the extra velociny and flatness of
[I trajectory. | think 3-1D tarsers make
sense  for  instinctive  shooters.
Personally, I don’t care for regulation
U targets with bull’s eves. They do nor,
tor me, represent what [ do with a
bow which is woing for game and
roving, My personal archery range
consists of straw bales— with no
aiming pomnt. A deer does not wear a
H bull’s eye. Neither do my straw bales,

DRAW WEIGHT

After  experimenting with  used
models, if possible, its time o sertle
on a choice. Draw weighe is a huge
factor. | find that after sixry or
perhaps sixty-five pounds of pull, a
law of dim inishing returns steps in.
Certainly, an eighty-five pound bow

shooting a seven hundred erain
arrow s formidable, bur lets not
foreet that, just like a bullet, the
major factor in “power” s missile
energy, which is measured primarily
as kinetic. In the kinetic encrey
formula,

I Another way to look at arrow energy

velocity  is  squared.
is momentum, which is mass (not
weight, bur mass) times velocity,
Either way, it boils down to how fast
a given arrow Hies out of a particular
bow. Furthermore, it's better to fully
draw a fifty-five pound bow than
short-draw a seventy pound bow.
've tested lighter-draw  bows
that were more efficient than certain
heavier-draw models, So we can't

look at draw weight alone for
“power” If a sixty pounder shoots a
523 pram arrow at 205 feet per
second, while a seventy-five pound

perreesn)
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them on the slender, lighoweight lonsbow.™

draw throws the very same arrow at
19 feer per second, the first bow

delivers more arrow energy than the
second— period. “Maybe 0,” some
will say, “but the seventy-five pound
bow may have more case.” Not true.
Cast is how far an arrow flies. All
things being equal, the faster arrow
flies farther than the slower one
Anyone who doesn’t think so can
test for himself, chronographing the
same arrow out of two hows, slow and
tast. The faster one will shoot farther
than the slower one.

WOOD SELECTION

Another big factor is wood selec-
tion. Maple in various forms is
popular, as it should ke, Hard maple
in Superflex Actionwood (SA) is an
excellent bowmaking marterial, for
example. It's quite predictable in
energy storage, and hence, draw
weight. On rhe other hand, there

are dozens, if not hundreds, of differ-
ent woods in use, not anly for limh
laminations, bur also risers, Red elm,
for example, produces excellent
results in terms of stored and deliv-
energy limb.
Meanwhile, my latest bow uses

ered in a  how
Tonkin bamboo, which produces
one of the smoathest-shooting hows
I've ever mried. | cannot say that it
whips red elm in performance, That
would require more testing than ['ve
done,

Veneer is also an option. As this
is written, I'm having another
recurve built. It will have red elm
limb laminations with a veneer of
Mexican bocote. However, the
veneer will not detract from arrow
speed, and may even improve stored
and delivered energy, as one bow did
with bird's-eve maple veneered aver
a red elm core.

Risers can also be constructed of
many different kinds of woods. The
riser must resist breakage, of course,
s0 the first criterion is strength. [
recall one beaurtiful longbow with a
French walnut riser. While super o
look at, that particular riser did not
hold up. Ir eracked in two. Perhaps
with more fiberglass laminations, i
would have survived. My lacest
recurve has an impresnated hickory
riser. Hickory is strong, reasonably
handsome, and when impregnated
makes an even more reliable riser.
My next bow will have an ironwood
riser, which is dense and a real
heavyweight. Years avo, when my
children were voung and we lived in
Arizona, | used to cut ironwood for
them with my power saw. They
delighted in the sparks created by
the hardness of that wood.

Bur wood cannor be selected on
the basis of strength alone. For

Phatogroph by John E. Phillips




example, ironwood is strong enough,
burt it has problems with cracks and
checks. It is also expensive and hard
tor find, Plus, not evervone appreci-
ares its heavy weight. Hickory, on
the other hand, 15 not as pretry as
itonwood, but much easier 1o find,
far less costly, and entirely workable,
especially when impregnated under
pressure with epoxies. The choice
between “plain old hard maple” and
handsome woods is personal and
based mainly on aesthetics, not
petformance. Strips of laminated SA
form a wonderfully sturdy riser, for

example, but without the beauty of

bubinga,
bocote, zebra wood,

birds-eve maple. There is no doubt
that many bows are selected on the
basis of looks over orher details,

The meredible Native American
archer believed that the arrow had to
he much more special than the bow.
There's a basis of facr in that notion.
An arrow is 1o a bow what a buller is
to-a gun. Bad bullet, lousy accuracy
and killing potential. Bad arrow, poor
grouping and field results. Bur it's not
thar simple. The bow has to be right
before the arrow can perform. Thar's
why choosing a specific bow is so

important, but never easy. | under-
stand firearms ballistics prewy well,
but bow science is tough, The "simple
stick” is loaded with wvariables
explained only by the hard science of
physics. Fornunately, there are two
ways a longhow or recurve can be
tested. One is by a chronograph o
learn how fast it shoots, The other is
by “feel” It either feels right, or it
doesn't. If it doesn’t, no martter how
fast it fires an arrow, its the wrone

bow, ﬂ

UNDERSTANDING ARROW

by Don Stokes

ere is 4 magnificent array of
wond shafes available, cover-
ing  the spectrum  from
lichrweight species tavored by tarpet
shooters to the almost indestruc-
tible, hunting  shafts.
Making an informed choice for
hunting and target shooting can be
difficult, ziven the lack of current
archery-related technical
information. In some ways archers
of the 19305 and 19405, before alter-
native materials pushed wood into
the hackground, better
informed than we have been in
recent years.

heaviest
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Were

HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE
We are indebted to Robert [X Elmer
(Targer Archery) for his excellent
history of early archery in America.
Before “Chief” Compron moved to
the West Coast ar the um of the
century and sparked the archery
revival that stimulated Art Young

and Saxtom Pape to achieve their
remarkable choosing
arrow wond was simple. Norway, or
Scorch pine (“red deal”) imported
from England was about all that was
available. The famed bowyer and
flercher James Duff moved to this
country from England and sertled in
New Jersey ar about the same time
that Compton
word our West.
woods from old  building timb::r*:-,
looking for another red deal, but
found hemlock instead, and whlr.u
and vellow pines, which were not as
good. He eventually found the white
spruce native to the northeastern
Unired States to be excellent for
rarget archery. [t was also used by
Whirman, the only other profes-
sional fletcher in the country ar the
g,

As the West Coast archery
boom developed and hunting with
the bow grew in importance to

AUCCESSES,

was spreading the
Dt rried variows

archers,  several new
species were found to make
serviceable arrows for either rargets
or hunting, or both. These included
Port Orford cedar, Douglas fir, Sitka
spruce, and a smattering of other
species  with  minor  followings.
Bamboo flight arrows
available. Norway pine was still
being imported, and the first metal
arrows (both steel and aluminum

alloy) were being manufactured.

were  also

REVELATION AND
REVOLUTION

During the 1920s and 1930s, signifi-
cant advances in the understanding
of the physics of archery ook place
which changed the sport o an
unprecedented degree. By the mid-
1940s, an extensive series of articles
had been published, primarily by the
toxophilite  physicists €. N.
Hickman, Forrest Nagler, and Paul

E. Klopsteg. With assistance from H
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experts in various other aspects of
archery, they broughr our under-
standing of bow and arrow design

into the modern  age. W, ],
U Rheingan's  arricle, “Debunking

Spin,” in Archery Review in 1933,
gave us the basis for understanding
U how arrow performance relares 1o
the stiffness and mass of the arrow
and the power of the bow. Dr.
Klopsteg, using high-speed photog-
ﬂ raphy in the same year, was able w
accurately explain the archer’s para-
dox (the flexing of the shaft during
[l the shot necessary to clear the bow
handle and keep the arrow aligned
with the targer) for the first time, As
understanding grew on how bows
|:i and arrows actually worked together,
the designing of bows and arrows to

achieve specific performance goals
” became more practical.

RATING SPINE
Rheingans’ work with arrow spine
I] included the development of the
concept of a spine rating system thar
could be used 10 compare the char-
H acteristics of various woods for arrow
material.
“Spine” is generally understood
H to be the combination of mechanical
and physical properties of wood thar
determine how suirable a particular
type of wood might be for arrows.
U The mechanical properties that
determine arrow performance are
stiffness and the speed with which
[] the shaft will recover from being
deflected during the shot. Both of
these can be shown mathematically

1 i e o e S, 5 e e e e T ey,
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of Elasticity (MOE) and che physical
density (or specific gravity) of the
wood. MOE is a measure of how
much load the wowd can take in
bending  without losing
strength or permanently deforming.
Rheingans and his contemporaries
conducted exhaustive tests to prove
that the staric bending test by which
MOE can be determined is a reliable
indicator of the dynamic properties
of arrow performance when density

simple

i« taken into consideration as well.
Their work shows that a spine rating
number that combines MOE with
specific gravity of the wood is a valid
method  of  comparing  different
woods to predict average arrow
performance.

A CURRENT UPDATE

We are fortunate to have much
better information available now
for such comparisons in the excel-
lent collection of data found in the
Wood Handbook: Waood as an
Engineering Material, a publication
of the U. 5 Department of
Agriculture {Agriculture Handbook
12). The values for MOE, specific
pravity, and radial toughness in the
accompanying table are raken
directly from the most recent
edition (1987) of that book, with
one exception. The wvalues for
Norway (Scotch) pine are from the
CRC Handbook of Materials Science,
Volume 1V, Woal, by Summitt and
Sliker (1980).

The spine rating number used in
the accompanying table was deter-
mined by dividing the MOE number
by the specific pravity, ignoring
units. Since the spine rating number

includes both the stiffness (MOE)

I to be directly related w the Modulus
— G e e Geaa e D
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and the weight (specific gravity) of
the wood, a stiffer shaft may not
have a better spine rating if the wood

i very heavy. Osage orange, for
instance, has a stiffness similar o
white spruce, which has one of the
highest spine ratings histed, bur the
specific gravity of vsage is so high
{0.55) that the spine rating is only
1.6. It makes very poor arrows.
Among woods with the same stiff-
ness, the lighter average weight
shafts will have a higher spine rating,
and will shoor faster and flatter.
Woods in the table are listed in order
of highest to lowest rating.

HARDWOOD OR
SOFTWOOD

Hardwoods and softwoods are listed
separately, mainly 1o illustrare the
difterence in radial toughness of the
two groups. Toughness values, which
can be used to compare the likeli-
hood of arrows breaking behind the
point on impacrt, are not available
for all the species listed. However,
the difterence in toughness berween
hardwoods and softwoods is clear
from those that are listed. In times
past, softwood arrows were routinely
“footed” with a rougher hardwood
piece to srrengthen the ennical area
just behind the head. There is little
wonder that many experienced
hunters, following the lead of Saxeon
Pape, prefer the roughness of hard-
woods for hunting arrows, even with
the loss of trajectory predicted by the
O
currently available hardwoods, only

usually  lower spine  nating.
one species group, the Magnolia
family, has a spine rating equal to the
This family
includes only the genus Magnolia

and vellow poplar.

1‘11.'[ rer s Jf'.{ woods,
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OTHER COMPARISONS
AND LIMITATIONS OF
THE TABLE

For further comparisom, the weight
of a twenty-nine inch, 23/64 parallel
shafr has been calculated from the
specific gravity of each species,
assuming a molsture content of l:.‘lg_f}u
percent. Please note that this isnot a
comparison of shafts with equal stiff-
ness. When comparing shafts of the
same size, those with higher MOE
will be stiffer. Compared on an equal
stiffness basis, shafts with  higher
MOE will be smaller in diameter.
Those with a higher spine rating will
also be lighter in weight,

It should also be noted that the
values listed are averages, and the
be  considerable.
Species alsor vary r:.‘}giun;lu‘:r'. Dnuglnh
fir, for instance, has four different
sets of values listed in the Wood

variation  can

Handbook, based on regional varia-
tions. Species groups or regional
variations with averaged values are
indicated by *(Ave.)” in the wable.
In a normal
certain percentage of shafts of any
species will be extra light or heavy,
weak or strong. Thats why shafts
can't be properly matched by stiffness

Jdistribution, a

or weight alone, but must be marched
both wavs for consistent performance.

WOOD ARROW SPINE RATINGS CHART

Specific ~ Modulus  Galculated Radial  Spine Rating.
Gravity o Elasticity Weight  Toughness  (million psi)
(MOE)  of 20" 23/64 Shaft (grain)
{in-b) (MOE/ SG|
SOFTWOODS:
Port Orford cadar 043 170 5 s 410
Whitz spruce 0,36 143 289 o 40
Sitka spruce 040 157 321 - 39
Douglas fir {Avg.) 0.48 1.78 385 170 37
Norway (Scotch) pine (.46 159 369 i 35
E. white ping 0.35 1.24 281 110 335
Yellow pine (Avg.) 055 189 441 160 3.4
Lodgepole pine (Chundoo) O 134 329 - 33
Western hemlock 0.40 1.20 32 140 30
HARDWOODS: .
Cucumber magnolia 048 1.82 385 e 38
Yellow paplar 042 1.58 337 220 3.8
Yellow birch - 062 201 497 500 3.2
Black walnut (155 1.68 441 —en 34
Black cherry 050 149 401 i 30
Hickony (Avg.) 0.72 213 578 700 3.0
White ash 060 1.74 481 s 20
Sugar (hard rock) maple 0.63 183 505 arg 29
(zage orange (example only)  0.85 1.34 fia s 16
Sources

Some of the species lister in the 1able tary not be commercially anaulable, but many can be found advertisedd in
thic and ather magazmes. Bareled and tapered shafts are available from many deakers and disnbutors in
several of the species. Footed shafts, comrressed shafts, and laminared shafts are also availible from several

WAYS TO IMPROVE I]
PERFORMANCE

There are several proven ways to ]:I
maximize performance with your
chosen type of wi wicl. Most important

is the proper matching of the bow
and arrow 1o each ather and 1o the
archer. Most people are better shots
when shooting an amow thar has
been bare-shaft matched to their bow H
and shooting style. When the arrow
flies without feathers, the
fletched shaft normally flies pertectly,

andd shoots to the same point on the
tarset whether fitted with field points

or broadheads. Perfect arrow Hight
improves accuracy and may be more |:|
important  than velocity for maxi-

e

MU peneration.
Proper arrow construction is H
also critical for the best accuracy.
The most common reasons for
“fliers” char don’t shoot with the
group when the spine 1s matched, i ﬂ
nocks ser slightly off center. Thus 15
usually caused by nock rapers that
are not perfectly aligned with the |]
axis of the shaft. If the nocks are on
straight, spine matched wood arrows
will be accurate even if a little
crooked, unlike tubular marerials.
This relares to the rotating center of
mass in fhght, which s closer to
center in shafts with a sohd cross [I

section.

FASTER, FLATTER H
SHOQOTING ARROWS

Flatrer frajectorics can be achieved

by having vour shafts tapered on
one or both ends. The flartest
trajectories are found with breasred

long forward taper to a very small
point and a shorter rear taper. The
thickest portion is cight © twelve

{or chested) arrows, which have a H

inches from the nock, This is the ”
| Ex | | oz | =l S St | | ) N ) === =] B
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desipn used for flighr arrows, and is
relatively fragile.

Next best in trajectory is the
barreled shaft, which has the front
and rear thirds tapered, with the
center third parallel. Before arrow

shafts became mass-produced in
parallel, nearly all shafts were
harreled to maximize performance. It
is the stiffest shaft for its weight, and
the shape is the most efficient at
absorbing energy from the bow, since
the stiffer center portion stays closer
to the line of thrust of the bowstring.

Shafts tapered in the “shaft-
mond” or nock end also typically
perform  better than  full-length
parallel shafrs. In the old literature,
references to parallel shafts usually
meant this design, because archers of
old considered a tapered shaftmond
a necessity, and the parallel descrip-
rion referred to the foreshaft, The
tapered shaftmond is probably nor as
important  for handle clearance
when shooring hows with a near

S S S = —

centet-shot sight window, bur the
lighter tapered shafe will still recover
faster and shoot flacter,

OTHER FACTORS TO

CONSIDER
Wood arrow shafts can be manufac-
tured in several  ways,  Shafts

produced from commercially sawn
lumber should be avoided hecause
commercial sawmills deliberarely saw
across the grain at a slight angle in
the first pass, “squaring up” the log,
Perfectly straight grain in commer-
cial lumber is accidental. Amrow shaft
wod should be Sl‘.-lit OF 529N E'I'r][':l”ﬂl
with the grain for quality armows.
The drying of arrow wood must
be dome very carefully. Kiln dried
wood, unless dried ar low tempera-
ture with stability and low stress as
the goal, tends to have stresses
locked into the wood that make
straight shafts difficult ro make and
maintain.  After  straightening,
stressed wood tends to return 1o the

crovked state with time. Stress-free
wood will stay straighter. Also, the
higher the specific gravity of the
wood, the more difficult it is to keep
the shafes straight. Moisture content
of the shafts should be no more than
six to eight percent before finishing.
The rexrures of the woods listed
in the table vary considerably. The
ring-porous spectes (ash, hickory, and
walnut) are coarser in texture, and
may require a filler coat for a smooth
finish. The pores of the other hard-
woods are generally smaller and more
evenly distributed. Some variability
of texture will ke found berween rthe
softwood  species, but not to the
degree  found in  hardwoods.
Sottwood species with proportion-
ately more summerwood (the darker
portion of a growth ring) which
changes abruptly to the lighter
springwood part of the ring may rend
to separate between rings (split or
“shake™) more easily than thisse with
less distinet summerwood rings. ]

i T

RROW

NS TRUCTIONN
oo -

by Paul Brunner

lirze number of bowhunters
are of the opinion that they
an't  build  their own
arrows. For some, it is simply not
knowing how. For others, it is the
lack of funds necessary 1o ser up a
shop with the proper equipment
"goodies.” From traveling around

)

1

]

:

[ ]

i
and  meeting  orher  traditional |
L]

bowhunters, | have found thar to che ¢
vast majority it just remains a |
mystery, :
- . “ |
Building perfect hunting arrows

is simple, once someone shows you |
L]

L]

the ropes. | will run through the
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PERFECT ARROWS

entire process of building arrows, but
remember that | may do something
one way, and another arrow maker
may do it amother. As vou gain confi-
dence and skill creating arrows,
experimenting with differenr meth-
ods will be both productive and
satisfying,

SHAFT PREPARATION

Let's make an arrow. | start with a
cedar shaft and inspect it for flaws
andd cracks. | then hand sand it with
220 grit sand paper and raper the
nock. | do enough arrow building o

justify the expense of a high quality,
electric tapering sander such as the
Wondchuck.

| take one shaft and slide a nock
on it without gluing. That way, | can
measure from the bottom of the
string groove to determine my shaft
length. My draw length is twenty-six
inches. All my arrows are cut 26 1/4"
from the string groove ro the back of
the point. | make sure thar [ allow for
the taper. | actually cut my shafrs 27
1/4" because the taper is one inch
long. Once 1 have one measured,
then | run them through the band
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LEFT: Arrow h(ting crested for Paul Brunner |.'n. Rih' Perkins of Arrow Art.
RIGHT: A dozen finely crafred arrows made by Arrow Art next to a bow made by the author,

saw. A hand saw works just as well. |
then taper for points.

NOCKS

There are many choices available for
nocks. [ donot like a nock that soes
on the string with an audible “snap.”
Noise in the woods is a killer. | do,
however, want a nock that will grip
the string and stay on, singe | hang
my bow in the tree with an arrow
nocked. | only use speed or “index”
nocks. This nock has a ridge thar
sticks up so that 1 can feel with my
thumb where the cock feather s
With this, 1 do not have w look
down to nock the arrow, so | can
keep my eve and my concentration
on the critter's rib cage. The nock |
use has been around for donkey's
years: the Mercury Speed nock. I've
never had a failure with .

DIPS AND STAINS

The next step involves the dip or
stain. | used ro dip all my arrows wich
a crown ten inches long. [ had ro dip
first in whire, then dip again i
another color. My opinion is that
this method is o hassle! Tt s messy,
with different colors of paint in
dipping tubes and lots of cleanup. |
don't do it anymaore. | now mask off
the upper mwen inches of the arrow

and ruly red Bohning paint on with a
cotton rag as a stain. It dries almost
immediately. [ then have a red

crown through which [ can see the
grain of the wood. Its very pretty,
effective, and also really easy to do. 1
then mount the nocks with the
string groove in the nock ninety
degrees to the growth rings in the
shaft for correct spine.

Dipping the shaft in Bohning
Fletchlag is the next step. | used to
crest first, bur found that the cresting
would sometimes run after the first
lacquer dip. Now 1 dip first and then
Jdo my cresting over the dip. This
pmcudure works rrf.‘rf&":_'.ll‘:.-' every
time! Drving time varies with locales
and weather conditions. | also do my
dipping near a wood stove, so 1 have
a pretry quick drving time. The
finish should feel rorally dev before
IT'I_I.]\i]'I_ﬂ O1 o tk]{' e xT H‘T‘.‘P.

CRESTING

Once the lacquer has dried, we move
on to cresting. Bohning makes a
soodd cresting machine, but there are
also other good custom crafred
machines on the market.

The crest 1s a way 1o make the
arrow personal. It is also a help when
a bull ¢lk has two arrows in it— one
in the lungs and the other i the

neck., With a nice crest, 1 know
which artow s mine. Again, | use
Bohning paints. My cresting brushes
are all pinstriping brushes available
in caralogs and in automorive stores,
Trust me, to get beautiful cresting,
use the 200 siriping brush. Iv lasts
forever, and does grear cresting. At
first, just take a raw shaft and exper-
iment with doing crest lines. In ten
minutes anyone can learn how
much paint to use on the brush and
how 1o do fine lines and wide lines
like a pro.

Once the shaft is crested, it s
best to let it dry for several hours,
This insures that the cresting won't
run. At this point, | make a swirch
from what is considered normal
procedure. T don't finish lacquer
dipping in Fletchlag. | swirch to a
product called VanFlex. The stuff is
expensive, but gives the finest finish
available. [t is impervious to weather
ton, | found one of my shafts in the
jungle in Hawaii a year after I lost it
The teathers were a mess, bur the
shaft was still straighe and flawless. |
do two dips in VanFlex, allowmg
sach to dey for several hours.

FLETCHING
The next step is the fletching. [ have
several thoughts, here. | don't throw
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H Bitzenberger. My “Bitzy” jigs are
=) o] ==
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LEFT: The rewards of taking a trophy with a self-made arrow are worth the work.
RICHT: Ten arrows made by the author, Note the footed shafts, the vivid colors, and the shaep broadheads.

my motey away on “hrand X7 feath:
ers, True Flite i the only company
producing quality feathers. Personal
options for the fletching feathers
include length, height, and feather
shape. For hunting, | recommend

either five inch or five-and-one-half
inch feathers, 1 can ger shield cut,
parabolic, high  parabulic,
Personally, 1 stav away from the high
parabolic which tend o whistle in
flight and kick and drag a linde when
shot off the hand with a selfbow. | can
also get full-length feathers and cur or
burn my own design. | use both precut

1ar

and full-length feahers, but mostly
the five inch shield cot. 1 seill nead
uncut fearhers if | want o make flu-flu
arrows. Burning my own is more work,
but | can come Lp with some neat
cather cues. If vou plan to bum vour
owty, get the Young Feather Bumer.
There wsed to be a rule thar a
right-handed shooter always shor left-
wing feathers, Today, they tell us it
does not matter. 1 shoot left wing
because there is berter selection in left
wing. If vou use lefe-wing feathers, vou
must use either a left-wing clamp or a
straight clamp on the flerching jig.
There are many different flerch-
ing jigs avatlable. My choice 15 the

e . e

thirty years old and still work flaw-
lessly. I use a hard lefr helical on my
feathers which give me a strong rwist
tor the left. The more twist, the more
stability, especially i windy condi-
tions, All fletching jigs come with
set-upy instructions,

FEATHER ATTACHMENT

There are two different methods for
artaching feathers ro arrows, The old
reliable way is fletching cement.
Bohning makes good seoff, and it is
compatible with their paines and dips.
It 15 also compatible with the VanFlex
dip. Then there is the new kid on the
block, fletching rape. | curded my lip
up at it, but the stolf is great and fast.
No waiting for the glue w dry. Tape
the feather, slap it on the shaft, and
on to the next one. Remember o
leave clearance when positioning
vour feathers for fat-gloved fingers. |
place the back of rthe fearher 5/8"
from the shoulder of the nock. If your
tingers hit a feather, vou have set up
an alerting noise.

Always put a drop of fletching
cement on the front end of the
feather and ar the back end. If vou
shoot off vour hand, as | frequently
do, this is really important. Withour
the glue, the feather can lift and run

right through the web of your hand
".rl‘l{:'f'l: LN .‘\']-“ k.

POINTS
Mounting a point s
although there are a few lictle tricks
you should know. Almost everyone
uses Ferr-L-Tire hear glue to mount
all kinds of points, field tips, Judo
and broadheads. One
common mistake is to smear the hot
glue on, jam the point on, and think
This,
however will not work; you will lose
points. You need to heat the point
iself so that the glue actually sizzles
when you put the point on.
Another  point  (no  pun
intended) to consider is this: it makes
absolutely no difference, in arrow
flight, which way vou mount a broad-
head. There is, however, a good
reason o mount a broadhead verti-
cally instend of horizontally, When
the broadhead is mounred horizon-

simple,

heads,

you have a eood bond.

tally, it is very visible in your
peripheral vision. This can distract
you when aiming at a spot on an
animals rib cage. Mounted vertically,
the broadhead is almost invisible.
Think about thar one,

To sum it all up, basic arrow
making reguires paints, dipping

N s S @S S

Phatagraphs courtesy of Paul Brunner




thes, thinner, lacquer dips, a crest- !
ing machine, cresting brushes, and
flerching jigs. Wood shafts can be :,
hought precut and tapered. 1 prefer |
doing my own work, so | would not |
he without my tapering machines. |
also use a lide torch called the |
blazer. This thing is grear and has a :
self-igniter which 1 use around my
house for other things as well. A |
poodd pair of articulating pliers is i
important. Installing  broadheads |
with bare fingers s dangerous. The E
articulating pher will hold a broad-
head and allow you to lay it down
while vou are heating your glue.

| have found since swirching o
the VanFlex dip that | get no more

Art, They build their arrows
with the same artention
Jetail and finish as my
owrt. This is my recotm-
mendation o those of
you who want a qualiry
arrow, but lack the time
the resources  to
acquire the specialized equipment for
building your cwn.
Fine hunting arrows are not

moisture i my shafts,
aned therefore, no warp-
ing. | can store them in
arrow boxes for years and
they are straight when | use
them, L also buile a rack in my
den, and | store them by
the dozen standing up.
One  last comment. |
mentioned products here that [ use to
make arrows. | receive no pay from
any manufacturer. | mention these

ar

have

magic and can be made at home. |
like knowing what | have and how it
shoots, not o mention the pride and
self-satisfaction in taking a critrer
with an arrow that [ busilt from starr

tor finish. n

prosducts because they have always
worked well for me. | am sure that
there are other products thar will doa
e joh,

W hen | don't use my own arrows,
| prefer finished arrows from Arrow

SHARPENING
by Joey Buchanan

ne of the most imporeant
responsibilities  of  a
bowhunter 15 to keep the
busimess end of his arrow extremely
sharp. Fixed or cut-to-point heads
come either two-bladed, three-
bladed, or four-bladed, can he
sharpened easily, and have always
been a favorite for the traditional
Lowhunter. The four-bladed head is
ill'..'l.-'::'l'?'ﬁ ] t'l.".'(l-"!'!l-i-ldl_'d ]‘“}Hd “’lt}] b
Bleeder blades. Broadheads come
from the factory with a dull edge
so the bowhunter must hand-
sharpen each broadhead before
poing  hunting. There are
dozens of cheap “snake oil”
contraptions sold to aid the
sharpening  process, but
the plain ol’ mill bastard
file is really the “ricker”
to pet the job done.
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TRADITIONAL HEADS

TWO-BLADE

The two-hlade head is probably the
most popular. It has long been the
most widely used and is also che easi-
est to sharpen. Fine examples of
these heads are the Zwickey,
Magnus, Journeyman, Bear, and
Simmons. Sharpening these heads
requires a quality mill bastard file
that has been scored single cut. Any

floor. A sood approach is o glue your
head onto a partial shaft and then
ranster the sharpened head o your
hunting shaft after vou have finished.
Hold the file in your right hand with
the pointed end of the file in your
palm. Your local hardware store also
sells handles for the files. | opt o use

duct tape wrapped around my file.
Srart from the back of the left side of
the hewd and stroke forwand 10 the

|

|

|

i

hardware store will have these files !
in a variery of lengths. You will find | point, Next, begin at the hack of the
that the eight and ten-inch models | right side of the head and stroke
will suit your sharpening needs. | forward to the point. Then flip the
Please stay away from any double | head over towards the right. Be care-
cur, tar tail, or angle files. You will ¢ ful not to round the back of vour
also need a felt tip black magic | broadhead when you start {see picture
marker to test your file progress, bur | 1 on the next page). Now that you
more on that later. ' have flipped the head over, repeat the
To sharpen the two-bladed head, | above sequence and flip again. What
hold the head attached to the shaftin ! yon have done is filed all four sides of
vour left hand, Point the shaft away 1+ the head once. We will repeat the
from your chest and parallel to the | sequence again and again, until the
S s D e 2 haam EEss B E

|

]

H
H
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1. Rounded back edses of Zwickey two-blade head. 2. Black felt marker line thar is partly filed off. 3, Yiew of burr shining at
bottom part of head. 4. Successtully sharpened edge. 5. Edge view of burr,

H tle has started filing at the very edge.

Tor check your progression of the file

H strokes toward the edge, take a black

telt tip marker and color the shoulders

and edee of each of the four sides of

the blade. Then file the head one

H complete sequence, four strokes. Each

side gets one stroke. Wherever the

file rubs the mk off, the scuff mark of

H the file serves as a visual chart of

progression of your file's path towards

the edge {see picture 2). Continue

the one-stroke-per-side  sequence

|:| until vour file has removed all the ink

on the very edee of each side. A word

of caution here, be extremely careful

H not to remove metal from the ferrule

of the head. This will weaken the

head and could cause the shafr o

H blowout the side upon impact, thus
ceasing penetration.

Onece you have the file remov-

ing metal from all four sides ar the

H very edge, you are close to burr

conditions. At some time during the

sharpening process, your file will get

H to the very edge on one side before

the other. When that happens, the

file will slightly bend the edee over

to the opposite side, thus producing

H a burr (see picture 3). An casy way to

check to see if a burr exises is simply

tor rub the blade with the suspected

H burr pointing down, across the top of

vour fingernail. The burr will scratch

the top of vour nail. Another way is

to shine a light source across the

edge, The burr will reflect light

differently than the rest of the edge.

:| Take your file and stroke the edge of

the head that the burr leans toward.
This flips the burr over to the other

side. Now stroke the other side, flip-

!" ping the burr once again o the
[ opposite side, With just a few rora-
tions, the burr will flake off,
producing an extremely sharp head
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that is serrated in quality (see picture
4). Take your light source again and
shine down the edge. The total
length on the edse should be the
same reflective intensity. If this is
not the case, repeat the alrernating
finishing strokes until the reflection
is consistent.

[y summary, file your heads unil
you are teaching the very edge.
Always stroke the file in a systematic
rotating system. Never stroke one
edge twice in a row. Use a fele tip
marker to check the progression to
the very edge. Know when burr
conditions exists (see picture 3).
Once the burr has flaked off, the
head will be razor-serrated sharp.
With practice, you will find the time
it takes to sharpen a head will
decrease dramatically.

THREE-BLADE

Owver time there have been many
traditional  cut-to-point,  three-
bladed rtraditional  heads. The
Snuffer manufactured by Del
[ndustries has predominately owned
the present three-bladed marker.
Because of the three blades and the
angle being preset, flat sharpening
[E‘l‘ l'l{:il[._] fl].“'ﬂ‘r'.h pl‘(K'l_]{:t‘[_] H IL'.‘\'\'
desirable shoulder angle for me.
TruAngle makes a superb sharpening
block. The sharpening block has two
mill bastard files mounted ar the
desired angle to give the edge's
shoulder a flarrer angle, TruAngle
includes a leather strop block and
complete instructions on sharpen-
ing. Always heat your Snuffers with
a butane torch to soften the meral
for easier stock removal. If the
Snuffers start skipping down the files
then they are harder than the files.
This is when you need to torch the
head, producing a shade of blue




fr. Blue edge made by a torch on this Snuffer indicates blade is soft enough o sharpen. 7.

across the toral length of the edge
(see picture &),

Tor praduce a razorserrated sharp
Snuffer, the procedure is very similar
to-that for the two-blade. Mount the
head ona half shaft and lay the head

flar on the filing block. With mediom
pressure push the head forward by
holding the shaft just behind the
head. Stroke one side, then rotate
the head. Continue doing this unril
the files have successtully reached
the very edee. Check your progress
by using the felt tip marker wick. Be
careful not to apply uneven pressure
1o the files. Too much forward pres-
sure will produce a needle nose head
(see picture 7). Also, heavy back
pressure on the head will result in the
back of the head being rounded off
(see picture 7). Onge burr condition
is produced, lightly continue stroking
the head on the block in rotating
fashion. Shine a light source down
the edee to check for unitorm bright-
You strop  the  head
backward across the provided leather
block strop with some jeweler's rouge
applied, This will smooth the jagged
bure sides.

Remember these tips 1o consis-
tently produce razor-serrated sharp
Snufters. Hear the heads to soften so
they will grab the file betrer, Always
rotate: the head afrer ecach stroke
down the Snuffer Tamer. Onee the
burr is present, lighten up your
stroke pressure 1o successfully flake
off the burr, Periodically check the
file's progression wirh a felt tip pen.

ness, can

e EE=mE

Unsharpened Souffer with rounded edges. I]

FOUR-BLADE
There are a couple of four-hladed cut-
to-point  heads on  the marker.

Magnus and Zwickey each have
excellent models. Both of these heads
are actually rwo-bladed, cut-to-point ]

E

heads with bleeder blades arrached
perpendicular to the main blade.
Zwickey’s bleeder blades are perma-
nent and Magnus' are removable,
The Magmus four-hlade is sharpened
exactly the same as the two-blade by
temoving the bleeder blades with ”
pliers. However the Zwickey model

will be more challenging because file

will have to nepotiare the fixed
bleeder blade, The same sharpening
procedure as with the rwo-blade
applies here also.

Mothing accelerates the learning

curve like practice. Once heads
become dull, they can easily be
resharpened to razor quality with some

licht alternaring strokes of the file.
Always coar vour sharpened  heads
with a petroleum base gel. A stick of
Chapstick makes an excellent applica-
tor for this. The Chapstick will retard
the heads from rusting during the
seasom. A laree magnifving glass also
aids in seeing the edge more clearly
when sharpening. In closing, produc-

ing razor sharp resubts on tradinional
heads should nor be viewed as a talent,
bur as a skill and a responsibility. ||

RESPECT YOUR KNIFE...

LEARN

by Butch Winter

by is it that our knives,
which
using long before they
discovered the bow and arrow, get no
respect] OF all the preces of equip-

hunters  began

ment a bowhunter takes to the field
wirth him, his knife often receives
the least bit of recognition.

Mo hunrer wanes to be withour a
rrusty knife. When the decision is

HOW TO SHARPE

'KNIVES

i;?i
T N R o |

made to acquire thar knife, however,
too many times he will pick the least
expensive he can find. As with so

H

many other things, the buyer gers

what he pays for in knives as well, A
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H then

cheap knife won't cur long because
the steel in the blade has not been
reeared  properly. Pracrically every
knife has good steel in it There
amply s no osuch thing as “had”
cutlery steel. But it’s more difficult,
LT TTre [_'l.:l'l'['l!'.‘[{fx :-1[1{! {:X]'.‘L:T'If\i"r"l", Ty
properly heat-trear the steel than it
i« to purchase it. Therefore, heat-
treating cheap knives becomes a
slapdash affair. More  expensive,
[,‘IE_'I_I_CT-’[HE[‘L!{' kl'l.i."r'[._“. I"'I;'l'\-"l'.kL MO ArreT-
tion siven to the heat-treatment of
their blades and hold an edge longer.

Knives get no respect because
very learn
sharpen them praperly. The person
who can sharpen a soft blade with a
cheap hone cannot sharpen {(or it
takes him longer o sharpen) the
harder blade. Here is where a lor of

few  lunters how o

knite sharpening problems occur.

For some strange reason, sharp-
ening a knife can turn a normally
well-adjusted adulr into a blithering
idior. This simple rask, once so
necessary in our culture thar every
child learned it almost as soon as he
could walk, has become a thing of
moystery. Still, all that’s necessary isa
home and a bie of know-how,

THE HONES

Modern rechnology has come to the
rescue with diamond hones such as
the DMT {(Diamond Machining
Technology), EZE-LAL, Ultimate
Edse, and others.

DMT and EZE-LATP hones have
been around for several vears now
and are the standard by which the
other  diamond
measured. DMT hones ook like a
homeycomb becavse of the way they

sharpeners  are

are made, A steel sheet s perforated
with small holes. The steel sheet is

injection-molded  into a
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The EZE-LAP flat hone is one of the most affordable diamond hones on the market and
does a bangeup job of sharpeniog,

colored base (different colors indi-
cate different size grits) of slass-fiber

reinforced  polyearbonare plastic.
The plastic fills the perforations,
creating islands that dor the whet-
Precision-sized
diamonds

stome’s  surface.
monocrystalline
imbedded in nickel, then bonded o
the steel, not the plastic,

The plastic-tilled holes are lower
than the surface of the diamond-

are

studded nickel plate 1o serve as an
interrupted cutting surface and o
collect the fine particles removed
from the knife edge during sharpen-
ing. This allows the DMT hone to
be used withour oil orany other kind
of lubrication. Washing the fine
particles away with soap and water is
recommended because it enhances
the cutting surface.
EZE-LAPS
Dulont's polyerystalline  diamonds
anil are imbedded in a precision steel

diamonds  are

substrate: covered fully and evenly
with diamonds. This means the
diamonds will not pull our and the
‘,llrf}IL{: 'l."-'l]] 15408 \!i:h.h or _I-_::T'l::l';':I"n-'ll'.'L r:l.t‘l.'l.i
will remeain true as lone as the hone
Lasts. Neather oil nor water is required
for EZE-LATD or DMT hones during
the honing process, but may be used

it desired. After use, EZE-LAD hones

o o o, o A a3 e . e M e, g

may be cleaned with soap and water

or with any cleansing solution, thus
removing steel residue and restoring
the diamonds to their original
cutting surface.

DMT and EZE-LAP produce a
vast array of different sized and
shaped hones in a variery of grizs. A
bowhunter needs the larzest size
h(]ﬂt_’ ]-H,_" L ?3{’[(11‘[] I::"'.‘(:-i“ [Ft s | 1}'I1‘};L‘
hone s easier o use. A smaller
touch-up hone is also suggested if the
]"\'I'“]']'LI'I]t{"T i} UX'E'II:_'CTiT'I'Li T I“'.IL1 'il"l {I‘“ﬁ
tield for any lengrh of rime and is
anticipating a lot of knife use.

The  LUHrinwre syaLem
approaches sharpening from a differ-

Edse

ent direction, Their sharpeners are
shaped like the familiar sharpening
“steel” or rod. Ulnmare Edee's
“steels” are oval shaped steel shafts
with  monocrystalline
honded o the steel with nickel. The
advantage of the shaft type sharp-
that it is lightweight,
versatile, and casy ro use. For rouch-

diameonids

ener s

up during use, stroke the edge of the
knite once on each side. Like the
DMT and EZE-LAT, Ultimate Edee
.'i-h;i]‘[]t.‘]u‘l‘h rt'.illii.“..' 1 l|i| OF Waler,
Other sharpening systems are
available and their number is legion.
Razor-Edge sharpening systems is

Photagraph courtesy of Butch Winter



one of the oldest, and it is based on a
¢clamp that fits on the back of the
blade which maintains a true angle.
The system comes with three hones
(coarse, fine, and finer) that rake the
edoe through the various steps
required to artain what the system’s
name says— a razor edge.

Lansky is another well-known
sharpening system. Lansky's system
locks the hlade into a vise-like
holder while wvarious hones are
passed through guides along the
blade.

Razor-Edge and Lansky can be
used ar the first of the season to
establish proper edge angle. They are
time consuming and are only for the
person whe has or is willing to spend
the time required tor the process.

Then there is the Firestone
system. It's nothing like any of the
above. The Firestone system is based
on ceramic rollers imbedded with
aluminum silicate, installed i a
handle, The angle of sharperming is
dictated by the size of the rollers. [uis
one of the easiest systems o use
hecause all one has to do is pass the
Made back and forth through the
rollers until it is sharp. The new
Firestone “handle” is comprised of
two sets of rollers, one of aluminum

silicate for heavy sharpening and
another of polished ceramic for final
finishing, This system is usually used
by those who do not have the fime
to sharpen a knife with a hone.

And then there are the old
standbys, carborundum and Arkansas
hones, Either of these will wear with
time, even the best of them. They
dor't cut as well as the newer hones
do, and as they wear, their surfaces
hecome uneven making it doubly
difficule to maintain a constant
sharpening angle.

[ leamed to sharpen knives on
my fathers Norton Cradle, a cast
iron “cradle” filled with oil holding
three different grirs of carborundum
stones: coarse, medium, and fine. I
is still one of the best methods, and
if 1 couldn’t have a diamond hone of
some description, then I'd take the
old Norton Cradle.

Each year a good new sharpen-
ing system appears on the market,
and you are promised that it will be
the best ver. That may be true.
Whatever vou use, take the time 1o
Jdo it vourself and give your local
sharpening “guru” a chance to
sharpen someone else’s knife.

Respect vourself and your knife
by keeping it shamp.

THE TECHNIQUE

1. It is easier to leamn with a
hunting or similar fixed-blade, or
large folding knife. A right handed
person grasps the knife in his right
hand. blade away from the body,
edge to the left, with the right thumb
pointing toward the blade, on the left
side of the handle.

2. Place the blade, edge down
on the right end of the largest hone
available. Move the hack of the blade

* down until there is an angle of ten to
twenty degrees from the back of the
blade to the surface of the hone.

3. Move the blade across the
surface of the hone from right to left
in a slicing movement. The stroke
should end with the point of the
hlade leaving the surface of the hone
on the extreme |eft end. Try o keep
the angle of blade to hone constant.

4. Turn the handle one quarter
turn so that the thumb now rests on
the back of the handle and repeat
the above maneuver from left to
right, maintaining as near as possi-
ble the same angle of blade to hone.

5. Repeating these simple
instructions will sharpen the knife,
eventually, Practice with knife sharp-
ening is like anything else. The more
practice, the easier it becomes.

FOOTWEAR FOR BOWHUNTERS

by Biggie Hoffman

¢ all make fun of how
many pairs of shoes moest
women keep lined up in
their closer. Why would anvone need
<o many different pairs! 1 considered
this phenomenon the other nighe
while viling, cleaning, repairing, and
changing laces in the pile of rubber

and leather that is my hunting oot
closet. There are boots for walking
on level terrain here in Georgia and
hoots for climbing the hills of
Colorado. Boots for the dry sands of
Texas and hoots for the wet swamps
of Florida. | have boors for all
from

weather conditions below

minus twenty degrees to
all other temperature
ranges  in twenty-degree

increments. Boots for tree stands
with the smooth soles and some with

air bobs for traction. In another pile
are all tvpes of liners; wool, poly, and
a host of other materials for differe
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conditions, Two pairs of each so | can
change them our every day and keep
a dry set mstalled. Add o that my
polishes, waxes, cleaners, dyes, and
extra laces and | could fill up the bed
of a small pickup truck! 1started to go
through them and see which | really
needed and which could be put in
dry storage. | think | need them all.
Here's o list and what their respective
uses are. Which do vou need?

PAC BOOTS

Yac boots are basically leather, or
synthetic tops with rubber bottoms.
Bowhunters prefer rubber to mini-
Most  come  with
replaceable liners for extra warmrh
and  they  can,
mentioned, be changed out on a
daily basis to keep your teet dry. Hey,
sounds pood to me, dry feet are warm
feet. Although there are several
types of soles available, we will clas-
sify them all into two caregories: lug
tvpe soles and air bobs, The air bobs
are berter in 1:“.'1151: mued and seem o

mize  scent.

as | already

cushion the feet somewhat, bur are
noisy in tree stands where you have

an expanded metal plattorm. The air
babs will catch on the metal and
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“ping” when you move your feet. Big
Cid won't let you get away with that.
The lm_g_ soles are generally heavier
and vou'll bust vour butt on a slick
mud road, but they are quieter on
the stand and seem to last longer.
The pac tvpe boot is probably the
best all around boor on the marker,
although even with leather uppers,
they are not much in the way of
ankle support. They basically keep
your feet dry and warm, are light-
weieht, and available at almost any
sporting goods dealer.

RUBBER BOOTS

Hunting the of
Southeast requires a boo thar will
keep your feer and ankles dry. When
wading through warer in the summer
chasing wild pigs, the all rubber
boots are highrweight and most are
knee high so vou can get through the
shallow sloughs withour oo much
rrouble. Tuck vour pants inside and
cround scent is kept in check as well.
Some brands are cur to fie tight
around the ankles, won't pull off in
mud, are less tiresome to walk in,

swamps the

and allow you o “feel
steps as vou climb up or down.

VOUT Tree

Again, most manufacturers offer
both types of soles and | have a pair
of each. They are available in insu-
lated and uninsulated and the latter
will keep your feet fairly comfortable
ahove thirty degrees, With the snug
ankle fir, however, there is no advan-

tage to extra socks because you will
restrict the circulation to your toes.
These boots are probably the best
choice for bowhunters because they
cover all the concerns bowhunters
have and can be worn under a vari-
ety of conditions. The all rubber
ankle fit boots do cause perspiration
as there is no way for heat to escape.
You'll wanr plency of clean dry socks
and a good pair of boot dryers are a
must. Never pull these boots on
without socks! Damp feet and a tight
fir will produce a vacuum that will
make removing them very difficult.

BUNNY BOOTS

Bunny boots, otherwise known as
Mickey Mouse bocts, are of military
design. The milicary has come up
with several items over the years that
seem to fir a bowhunters needs and
these boots are the best, The secret is
that the felt liners are encased in




rubber which doesn’t allow them w
get damp. As 1 said hefore, dry feet
are warm feet. | recently spent 2
week in Montana deer hunting.
TI"I CTC WS SN0 On ihk: !{rl‘l[j‘id "l"r']'“,‘i‘i
we artived, and ic snowed every day
while we were there. The tempera-
ture never got over twenty degrees
and was below zero for the morming
ﬁr:lT]L]t. I Wore “.:I':f I:'ﬂ]“i'l‘![‘.‘; '.|.H 'ﬂ-"i,'(f'i(
and my feer didn't ger cold once. For
me, when my feet get cold, I'm done
for. The bunny hoots are heavy and
shightly combersome and vou need ro
be careful climbing in and out of tree
stands. If you plan on doing much
\’n’illkill_j{.‘ IF'I{_":," F: \!l‘] :,il-"{'l-l_" ong Ell]d O
E'I'd”- 'PLHII'I.L]S Tix L‘Ei{'h Il"g “'.I[}'I M .‘\]IE‘..'
twelve. They have air bladders in the
sides which, 1 am rold, help keep
vour feer warm. | don't buy that
theory so | never put air in mine. Just
keep the little nozzles closed ro keep
cold air our and vou'll be fine. The
god thing | see about the air blad-
ders is that you can add air to make
the hoot fit more snugly. It's hard for
us fat guys to put a boor on and then
bend over far enougdy to Blow air in
the valves. Here's a licdle tip. Buy a
couple of feer of surgical tubing. You
LIl E‘ll]r e {:[‘I\L LIWVET [}\H.'.
valve and blow through
the other end to add air.
Pretty smart for a country

hov, eh? These boots are
Fetting
csively harder o
find and they are
expensive, hut in thirty some odd
vears of bowhunting, they are the
only boots I've ever owned that keep
my feet warm,

'F'WU:_['I‘E:B-

HIGH-TOP TENNIS SHOES
Ternys, The ultimarte hunting shoe
of all time may be the high-top

tennis shoe. Several of my friends
hunt in them nearly vear round.
They have soft rubber sules and no
ome can dispute the advantage the
lightweight shoes offer the stalker
and the stillhunter. The type we use
even have drain holes buile into the
sides to ler the swamp water out! We
like canvas uppers as they are cool
and quiet. They also come in a vari-
fashion

In the summer when

colors for the
CONSCIous!

ey of

they become wer, they aie dey on
vour feer in a matter of an hour or
so. They are rough on the feet when
hanging tree stands though and they
ain't much for snake protection but
hey, you've got to give up some-
thing, right? Down south where it
stays warm enough that we never
]"I'.:I'I.'I.: [0 COVET OUr ﬁ‘n\'l‘[‘l‘il‘l‘li‘]‘lﬁ 'F'II;H:I].:"-.
these shoes are hard 1o beat. You
guys in New York or Wisconsin
probably won't have much use for
them although | have hunted mulies
in Colorado in them.

LEATHER BOOTS

Most bowhunters generally aren’t
wo keen on leather because they
transmit foreign udors to the ground,
There are times, however, when
leather boots with good ankle
support are necessary. Elk hunring
senerally requires lots of legwork
OVEr Varying femain in some very
inaccessible country. No one wants
tor turn an ankle cight miles back in
the wilderness. A strong leather boat
that fits over the ankles can help
prevent such a disaster, and the
better quality boots are lichtweight.
There is no need w worry much
;Hi_‘!{'.ll” l{‘:l'\'i.”t_'!_ ':."i AT SO O II'I."..L ['-1”.
unless you are as bad an elk hunter as
I am and have them coming up
behind vou as you are warching out

T!_.rpi{'.a.l south {;L'ﬂ'rgin SWATHR COuntey
regquires special footwear,

ahead. | haven't had the experience
'.'lrl- l1||[1|][1;; .":El'l.l’.':L"I'! or _[;l]:-]r?'i. ]\Ll[ I

imagine the same footwear would be
required. There are several sole tvpes
available on leather boots. | prefer a
soft bottom of some tvpe so | can feel
what's underfoot. The hard soles
tenid to slip on smooth hard surtaces
like rock or hard clay.

HIP BOOTS AND WADERS
The few davs we have here in
Gieorgia thar are too cold for wading
in tennis shoes, we pull the hip boors
out. There are many different brands
available and some are better suired
to walking than others. Try to find
something that fits vour ankles well
so they are not a problem when
trying to pull your feet our of the
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fishermen konow well thar if vou go
in over your head, they will fill up
with water and pull vou under.
Watch out for those stump holes!
The last par 1 bought have the

mud. There is a danger here, all fly-

neoprene tops thar fit tight against
your skin to help prevent them from
filling with water. The downside is
they sweat pretty badly and your
I".E“]h"i Are 2{]“1“ (8] ]"t‘ WET “.‘I'l.{"n '!.'l'l"]_l
remove the boots at the end of the
I day. Thev are surprisingly rough and

don't rear as | feared they would
when you get into the briar patches,
but they don't turn those briars
either. If vou'll just zo slow, the pain
is not so intense thar you can't take
it, OF course they are not made to
turn briars, and vou must consider
that when purchasing them. They
will hurt your feet and rub your
ankles and won't last lone ar all. Do
vourself a favor and ger as good a pair
as vou can atford. OF course thar’s
good advice for any boot you buy,

[ DS, T

but especially hip boots. A good pair
will Last vou for years,

Which boors do yvou need? As
YiMI CHN 8¢, h“![?‘i are :i'\‘}‘!ih‘ll‘h} 10
meet any outdoor conditions a
hunter will face. Our traditional
methods of hunting require dry feer,
WArTT t-L'.L"l.. ilI'li.{ :»'h.*d[.!‘y Fi.'.l‘l. T.I:'!.L‘ r!ghl
footwear makes it all come together.
The choice is yours. If you live 10
hunt as | do, vou'll need them all—
sooner or later. i

_LAYERED COMFORT

by Gale Wisdom

Staying warm and dry is all
about senstble, well-chosen cloth-
g lavers.

ne of the coldest places in
the world can be a tree
srand.

Staying warm in cold weather is

accomplished in a manner similar to
the way you keepr vour house warm
during the winter months. Different
levels of insulation and the marerials
home construction  are
n.“l.il.]in..'l.l {Elr ';ll'il.L |‘Ia|rI:'Ii.'!:]l"|r l.:]'i'l'”ii[t_'
you live in. The same is true for your

used in

particular  hunting  climate  and
construction of clothing,

A Layering system that requires
carrying a lot of extra clothing is no
system at all, My requirement, in all
but a few situations, is that | put on
my clothing, and o about my daily
business, The only lavering [ want to
be bothered with for the rest of the
day is o pur on, or take off my
jacket. | mav add or remove rmin
gear, but only if it is a serious down-
pour. | may unbutton my shirr while

walking around, and take off my har,
but | want to concentrate on my
hunting, not on changing or adding
lwvers because the sun went behind a
cloud, or a light drizzle starred
talling. It is far oo much fun o
“stump shoot” or warch for game
slipping through the woods.

REGULATING BODY
TEMPERATURE

Cold is felr by evervone, bur every-
one feels it differently due 1o different
metabolism rates, Whar feels cool 1o
N s Gl F“]l—l.'l'r'r:-lbll' T A “hl:r.

Your body works to maintain
“core temperature.” This means that
vital core areas (head, neck, and
chest) are maintained ar optimum
temperature, at the expense of
L‘XTTL'[II{['IEH. lll':'ln"rlll‘“ LONe  Aaredas IUIH..'
too much heat, blood flow s
restricted to exrremities. The veneral
order that the body follows is the
further away from the heart, or
“core™, the faster it gets cold. The
circulation system will cheerfully
sacrifice a few fingers or toes to

-
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Maintain emperature . [
in the core area. When this
condition occurs, discomfort is sure
(& fl'.l”l:'l“'.

What actually keeps vou warm
is a layer of trapped dry air next o
vour skin. Withour that laver of
trapped dry air, you will soon be very
i:[]‘ld. {-}['H‘.' '”F tl'“.L NN CAauses {)‘-
chilling is perspiration maisture
evaporating off your skin. To stay
comfortable, you should dress in
layers. A layering system will keep
you warm if you have the proper
layers in the correct order. From the
hunter's viewpoint, the layers shoukl
not restrict movement or require
frequent changing. You will have o
learn your personal metabolism rate
and layer accordingly,. What is
correct for one hunter may well he
too much or not enough for another.

The correct layering system is
really quite simple. You have to have
a moisture vapor regulation laver, a
bulk layer, an outer laver, and in
some instances, a storm layer for
extreme weather conditions,




—

ror: For moderately cool weather, a lavered

CI:'_'IITII;\('I HE Ei“i. Thl‘.lTI'Iilx.. Elfll;.:l 'W‘l'".:l! 'l.'l."'.l'l‘](ﬁ- 'H-'t'u.

BOTTOM: In cold temperatures, gaiters always
help quict the “brushrustle™ when stalking.
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VAPOR REGULATION
LAYER

The vapor regulation layer will make
the difference as to whether you stay
comfortable or not. For the vapor
regulation layer to be successtul, it
must allow maoisture o pass on
outer lavers without trapping that
moisture next to your skin, The
apor regulation laver lets maotsture
lay on vour skin only long encugh to
provide cooling when needed. Then
the moisture is passed to the next
layer.

Silk is the ideal moisture vapor
regulation laver. A nartural fiber, it is
very lisht with lictle density, and
since it quickly drys, silk makes an
ideal layer next to your skin.
Perspiration is trapped for a few
minutes, allowing your body to cool
down naturally. It cools the body
during exertion, but retains no mois-
ture after the exertion stops. Side
benefits of silk long-handled under-
wear are that it doesn't tend to
accumulare hody odor the way the
polys do and nothing teels better on
your skin.

Cotton is a natural plant mate-
rial that absorbs and traps moisture
but is very slow to drv and should
not be worn in cool or cold weather
as a vapor regulation laver, Corton
is an ideal choice in warmer
remperatures as a vapor regulation
laver because it aids your body in
coaling off.

BULK LAYER

The bulk laver provides trapped dry
air 1o keep vou warm. Varying the
thickness of this layer according to
vour individual metabolism rate
has to be learmmed. It is hetrer o
have one heavy layer of synthertic
underwear than many thin layers,

| (e (e e | e—— | e— | e— L e— ) S—

because in some weather condi-
tions, condensation may occur
between  layers. If a  thicker,
warmth/bulk layer is needed, vou
should choose wool blend under-
wear as opposed to synthetic. The
middle laver should contribute
warmth, block the wind, and keep
vou dry.

Of the poly-type underwear, |
prefer Thermax (polyester) rather
than polypropylene. Polypropylene
requires cold water washing and
hang drying. Polyester is the same
material spun differently. It has a
higher melting point and can be
washed in warm water. Some brands
H'I::'i':r' even S-li:!T]'LI SO0 [I't.'-iI:E‘Iil'IC
drying. Ower the course of time,
polypropylene underwear will build
up body odor. The warm water wash-
able polyester will get cleaner with
less accumulated odors.

Unlined synthetic fleece {Polar
Fleece, Arctic Fleece) is best used as
a middle layer in bitter cold
weather. It passes moisture as well as
any of the syntheric underwear, and
traps a thick layer of dry air
Unlined fleece is very warm until
the breeze picks up.

Synthetic fleeces are somewhat
water repellent, and dry quickly
when it is not raining. Flecee does
have a slight amount of warmth-
retaining ability when it is damp. [t
does an excellent job in passing body
moisture to the atmosphere. It does
that so well that it will actually chill
vou. Fleece has little, if any, wind
blocking ability. That is  why
synthetic fleece is commonly lined
with something else. If you are
caught in a rainstorm in fleece
garments, you will have to get o a
sheltered area o dry out, or the rain
will have to stop.
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OUTER LAYER

[ prefer heavy wool in the outer
layer. Wool is quier, naturally warer
repellent, and tends to diffuse light.
Many fabrics are smooth or shiny
and recurn light directly from where
it came from. The coarse texture of
wool scatters the light resulting in a
dimmer return of light in the direc-
ton from which it came. This is
exac rh’ the same reason animal fur is
0 hard to see.

Wool fibers an
absorbent core surrounded by a non-
absorbent shell. This shell is very
similar ro fingermail type material, and
is made up of many overlapping
platelers. When you move, the
plarelets open, allowing the absorbent
core fo rap moisture-laden perspira-
tion vapor. Moisture coming off vour

consist of

| OVERHEATING

Bibs in any material are
warmer than the same
material in pants. Many _,*.Zi'q';rﬁ
times coveralls are too gl
warm, When wearing

bibs, you oftentimes
can remove the

jacket, tie it on your

fanny pack, and

walk to where you

need to be, then put

on the jacket as you air L
need to without overheating.

Your body will restrict as much
blood flow from your arms and legs
and feet and hands as it needs to
keep your head warm. If you can
wear your “hunting” hat in warm
weather and not overheat, then it is
too light for cold weather, | prefer a

fleece lining and long ear flaps.

very heavy wool hat with a synthetic |

skin is full of heat. If you ventilare all
the moisture away, the hear goes with
it. This 15 the reason people find
themselves shuftling their garments to
ger comtortable. When wool is wom,
the absorbent core traps the moisture
while the non-absorbent  shell
prevents  evaporation  chill  from
oceurring. As the day warms and more
heat is available, excess moisture in
the wool will be evaporated by the
day, preventing vou from over saturat-
ing and becoming wer. Wool doesn’t
seem 1o accurnulate body odor the
way many other materials do.

Wool is a natural animal fiber.
Virtually all animal coverings are
naturally water repellent. You must
choose your wool garments carefully.
Wool is quiet regardless of tempera-
ture, and keeps almost all of is
warmth-retaining ability, even when
it 15 saturated with water. Wool does
have its own odor, but it is a narural
animal odor. | have learned through
experience that the only wools to
purchase are rated by the manufac-
turer as being “machine washable.”
Not because of the ability to wash ir
in 4 washing machine, which is a
decided advantage, but because the
time to find out if vour wool will
shrink is after you take ir from the
washing machine, not after you dry it
out in a hot cook rent ten miles from
the nearest road. 1 learned the hard
way what “dry clean only” really
means. It means, "don't get it wer!”

STORM LAYER

[ do not recommend a storm laver
unless extremely  harsh  wearher
conditions are involved. Most often,
garments purchased for this layer are
made of synthetic materials which
are not very breathable. Synthetic
membrane type garments (Gore-

[
i
]
I
i
i
i
I
i
i
I
i
1
i
1

Tex, Kool D, ete.) are one hundred
percent wind proof, Unless vou are
exerting a great deal, you probably
cannot generate enough heat to
drive the through the
membrane, leaving you n an
unhealthy cvele since the exerrion
will cause vou to perspire more.
Because these garments are totally
windproof, they do not promote
evaporation well, especially when
walking and perspiring. Some evapo-
ration may occur to keep you dry, but
it i a very slow process under the
membrane garment,

VApOr

CGARMENT CHOICES

I typically only wear three layers,
silk, poly, and wool. In warmer
weather, | forgo the poly laver. The
silk layer still performs the function
of cooling my body down, then | dry
off after exertion is ended. The wool
pravides my shelter layer. It is easy ro
stay comfortable in warm or moder-
ate weather. The wool is over-kill in
some conditions, but it is so quiet |
choose to wear it anyway, and if a
rain or drizzle oceurs, the wool keeps
me drv. In colder weather, 1 adid the
correct weight poly-type underwear
to match the emperature. [ may add
a wool jacket or sweater, bur only if
it is needed.

When wsing this system, you
will wear less clothing and remain
comfortable. Most importantly, you
will discover that you do nor
constantly have to adjust your layers
or carry a lot of extras. No system is
perfect. It will take a short period of
experimentation to discover what is
the correct weight layer mix to wear
according to local condirions. Afrer
a tew hunting trips you will learn the
best ways to apply rthis sysrem 10
custom-fit your needs. pm
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A WHIRLWIND LOOK AT

TRADITIONAL BOWHUNTING EQUIPMENT

by Sam Fadala

Owr equipment editor, covers every-
thing else vou need o know about
bowhunting tackle.

raditional  bowhunring  is

essentially a pame played with

longbows and recurves, along
with old-time values and a deep
respect tor the sport, bur that’s where
it ends. Hunters reach their destina-
tions by motor vehicle and jet
airplane. Camps are equipped with
madern gear. And at least some of
our tackle 1s comprised of up-to-date
materials. So it's a mix of old and
new. Now here’s a whirlwind rour of
a few important items useful to
modern dav traditional bowhunters.

BACKPACKS

Good backpacks for bowhunters
abound. The Remington pack and
frame is a prime example. It holds
cnough gear for a few days on the
teail, including extra arrows in the
sleeves on either side. Ir also has a
shelf for a bedroll or a mountain
tent. Since | doa lor of my bowhunt-
ing out of a backpack, its grear ro
have the new ones, which are lighter
than ever, strone, and comfortable.
Dav packs have also come a long
way, My ldaho Pack, with straps,
stavs out of my way so [ can shoot my
bow, bur it holds enoush eear to vet
me by instyle for an entire day in the
tield and longer if necessary. With
stick-free cook gear on board | can
cook up a mountain grouse or desert
cotrontail easily. Or if | don't want to
cook, todays MRE {(Meal Ready o

e e— T o— | o | e 1 e ] s | £ o | |

Eat) package is good. Its not
gourmet food, but it whips the old
army C-Ration and K-Ration from
here 1o the moon. And the entree
can be heated with an ingenious
device thar requires only a couple of
ounces of water to activate. | can
stop anywhere and have a hot and
nutritionallyv-balanced  meal in
minutes with the new MRE and its
hearer.

BELT KITS ¥ HUNTING
BELTS

For years, | have used a belt kit made
from a LS. Army pouch. Now belt
kits are commercially available.
They come in various styles, sizes,
and materials, and they hold essen-
tials a bowhunter should never he
without: stringer, extra string, nock,
points, etc. Hunting belts are a new
concept in fanny pack stvle contain-
ers. Martin Archery currently offers
a padded model that holds essentials
for bowhunters.

BINOCULARS

High oprical resolution binoculars,
especially on a small tripod, can pay
big dividends in finding game to stalk
with a bow. Good glasses are lifelong
investments well worth the price.
Binoculars have been excellent for
generations, but | can safely say that
todays “eves of the hunter,” as |
fondly call them, are optically betrer
than ever. My Bausch & Lomb 10x42
Elites have found a heap of game for
me, and game spotted before it sees
the hunter can oftern be stalked

: 5\
GEA ,{

successfully, a real boon for the archer.
That's why I rank roday’s high tech
elass so high on my list of hunting
oear, even though the bow | carry
represents a back-cast to yesterday.
(Refer to the arucle, “Binos for
Bonvhrawers,” in the Spring 1997 issue
of Longbows & Recurves for more
mformaton om binocudars, )

BOW CASES

Bow socks are good enough for
normal car travel. Bur they don't cut
it on airplanes or pack horses. Hard
cases are much better, including the
larest models made of PVC pipe.

BOWSTRINGERS

Particularly good are bowstringers
made for recurves with wide limbs.
The upper end of the sringer does
not zo over the bow tip. Rather, its a
rubber conract plate, and it works
great,

CALLS

Call makers today study the real
thing very carefully, making their

products more realistic-sounding
than ever. There is also a greater
variety available, including anre-
lope, hogs, javelna, and more. The
Primos’ Covore/Bear Buster is rypical
of the new calls on the market.

CAMOUFLAGE

Camouflase once meant a pattern
dved on standard or Amwv clothing.
Today, fine ourdoor apparel in camo
patterns s commonplace. Recently, |

field-tested an array of  Skyline
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The big Coleman tent in the background makes a snug harbor for the bowhunter to retuen to and Kve in,
H In the foreground is Fadala’s Remington pack/packframe, a medium-sized unit that holds enough eear for several days on the trail.
1

camouflage clathing on a Colorado

elk hunt. Each garment compared

with my old-time apparel like 2 rock

versus a rocket ship. The clothing was

well-designed with pockets in the

right places, comfortable, camo-
i patterned for real concealment, and
quiet, while providing good protec-
rion  aganst  the  elements.
Lightweight long underwear, plus a
pair of Thorlo socks, added w my
comforr.  Field &  Stream  boots
complemented the package, also
comfortable and defiant of mvading
water from the clouds above or the
stream below, Was | ever set up to
Concentrate on PuEting my recurve o
work!

ASAT 3-D is another pood idea
in camo. The moving leaf patten
tends to break up human outline,
while giving a bush-like appearance.
I've had deer and other pame come
within twenty yards of me when |
was wearing this camo and staying
dead seill.

— | e— T e— | —
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CAMP AND TRAIL
STOVES

Ingenuity comes through again with
a multitude of camp and trail sroves.
One of the best is a no-gas model

iy  —

chips, or whatever, It's called the
Sierra Stove and it has a battery-
powered fan below to deliver oxygen
to the fire.

CELL PHONES AND
RADIOS

I also do not own a two-way radio
systern, nor do 1 cary a cell phone.
However, | can see the value of both,
and [ dont think these high tech
irems detract from a hunt with readi-
tional, or even primitive hows, As
with the GPS, these tools can lend

— | — | — ] c——| | m— | — | 117 1| e 177 7
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that burns simall pieces of wood, cow
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confidence, so the howhunter feels
freer to go that extra mile into the
unknown where a game-rich mecea
may exist. On Jonger hunts, 've found
contemporary  lighrweight
enjoyable o have in camp. Mine has
VHS bands wo erab relevision stations
for news and an occasional sporting
event. While my regular radio is for
entertainment and information, my
weather radio is strictly for the latter,
Today's torecasting is better than ever.
If the weatherman reports a wet sky
for the next day, vou can bet 'l be

radios

ready for it

GLOBAL POSITIONING
SYSTEMS

While Steve and 1 didn’t have une
wirh us on the elk hunt, because he
knows the territory like his own
backyard (which it is) a Glohal
Positioning Unit (GPS) unir can
open a path 1o the wild places like
no other instrument. Today, there
are maodels that make sense for
hunters who want o explore the
back country. A Garmin 12XL is
going along with me on a bowhunt
for Coues early o 1998, That unit
will allow me ro head into a wilder-

e T T T —— o o o e e o o o o . e B e ey Sl et Tt B e Dl (i g3

ness area with topographic map in
hand and big confidence. I'm back-
packing a camp into the area before
season, and with the GPS, will have
no rrouble finding it again when the
hunt opens. Then Tl be able to
settle into the niche and live with
the deer for a week. (Refer o the arti-
cle, “Global Positioning System—
Would Howard Have Approved’” in
the Summer 1997 issue of Longbows
& Recurves.)

GLOVES

| have an old pair of pigskin gloves
with exora leather on the shooting
fingertips, They offer warmth and
protection withour loss of bowstring
teel. Similar gloves are again avail-
able from Kustom King Arrows, item
number 1801, {Refer 1o the article,
‘Glove or Tab, Which is For you?” in
the Premieve Gsue of Longbows &
Recurves.)

HATS

Short-billed caps are ideal for
bowhunting in warm weather, while
real cold calls for more protection,
such as the balaclava helmer, which
can be worn as a knit hat that also
rolls down over the face. On cold
davs in a tree stand, the “helmet” is
especially welcome, warming air for
the lungs, while acting as a face
mask., The watch cap is also useful
where a brim is unnecessary. Its nice
at night too, 10 keep the pare warm
in a tent camp.

KNIVES

Obviously, there is no special knife
for traditional bowhunters, but just
as abviously, a good knife is vital, For
backpacking in, a folder is ideal.
Fixed blades, however, can be
counted on for more stringent tasks.

Phatogragh courtesy of Som Fadala




(See the article, “Respect———=
Your Knife... Leam How to :
Sharpen It," in this issue of 7

Longbows & Recurves,)

LIGHTING

I'm also amazed at how small
things have potten. | have a
compact Browning flashliche, for
example,  that
anything | owned in the “good
old days™ at a fourth the size. It's
a comfort to have that licht on a
dark trail. | have another light that
has made backpacking more enjoy-
able. It's a regular Eveready Area
Flashlight unril the front portion is
extended, then it floods the inside of
my backpack then with sufficient
illumination o read by, sort gear, or

outshines

sharpen broadheads. Also interest-
ing and useful is the Snap Light.
This little tube of Lliguid glows when
bent in the center. The one | use
sencrates mild light in a tent for
about twelve hours. Today'’s flash-
lights are excellent, but so are
lanterns. | was happy to see Coleman
come out with a small butane light
recently. [t's light in weighr, sixty
watts bright, and mighty welcome at
night. I've had an Iralian-made
butane lighting up my life in the
woods and mountains for years. e
good to see an American product to
match.

QUIVERS

Theres no such thing as a perfect
quiver. Its a matter of marching o
bow and circumstances, as well as
personal preference. Bow quivers on
longhows? Not for me. Bow quivers
on recurves! Thats just fine. There
are three basic styles: back, bow, and
hip or side quiver. The first is histor-
ical, capacious, often with an

B a1 bIT

ACCLSOTY t_‘nmpm"rmtm,
arel yer can interfere with a
davpack. The second is as

handy a way to carry atrows
as imaginable, but can unhal-
ance 2 The  third,
especially in a well-designed
madel like those from Jack's
Traditional  Archery  of
Randle, Washington can
rake some getring used to,
but many archers love them
because they're off the bow.

]I‘.'L LS

RANGEFINDERS

As instinctive  {reflexive)
bowshooter, 1 don't have to know
the exact distance to mv target to hit
it. However, | still use a Bushnell
Laser Rangefinder. My 830 maxdel
has been a pleasure to own. 1 like

AT

knowing how far it is from a tree
stand perch to a likely come-by spot
for  game because  sometimes
distances can be misleading. 5o,
while ] won't use the rangefinder 1o
help me make a shot, it has been
useful in determining vardage in the
field. Also, T admit having a lot of
fun with it as [ try to guess how fara
ridge, bluff or draw is, putting the
lightweight unit to my eye for the
truth in a couple of seconds.

SPECIALIZED WATCHES

Steve Pike, one of the finest elk
and mule deer guides I've run across
spends hours in the woods with
bowhunters  as  part of  his
Tenderfoor Qurfirting operation
out of Gunnison, so | was inter-
ested in some of his high tech gear,
which included a wristwarch with
built-in altimerter and thermome-
ter. Qur camp rested at ten
thousand feet alutude and we
climbed o well over twelve thou-

That information didn't

promote success, but it was nice o

sand.

know. The watch's thermometer,
on the other hand, was more useful
because it’s always nice to know the
temperature, not only for personal
safety, but to protect the carcass
after harvesting that buck or bull.

TENTS

Backpack tents have come a long
way. | have two Peak-1 models that
make those dreary army pup tents we
use to carry look primitive, because
they are— by comparison, The

modern tent provides much more
shelter with much less weight, and i’
designed 1o be lived in. Tents have
followed the same trend experienced
by modern longbows and recurves—
ketter desions and materials, A three-
room Coleman was home for a week
recently. [t's many fearures made the
camp out a pleasure.

WIND DETECTION
POWDER

Primos’ Wind Detector and similar
products are ideal for stalking by
bowhunters. A puff of odorless
powder tells more than the general
direction of the wind. It also reveals
subtle changes and swirls imporrant

when stalking for that close shot
APl Ouidoor’s Wind Floaters do an
equally fine job withour the powder,

No one reading this lives so far
in the past that none of the modern
hunting, backpacking, camping, and
hiking rools and clothes are out of
his reach. We love o shoot long-
bows and recurves, but we are
products of the modern age.
Therefore, we combine the best of
rradirion with the best of technology
for hetter and safer bowhunting,
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he hog came erashing through the foliage and raced

across the clearing in frone of me. Having drawn an

arrow, my how arm swung in a praceful arc leading
the racing hog. | released and heard the satisfying t]'lll!]!]? as
my 375 grain cedar shaft connecred with the hog. As we
approached the rarget to remove our shafts, a tellow archer
slapped me on the back and congrarulated me on 2 fine shor.,
While | didn’t experience the thrill of harvesting a wild pig
that day, [honed my instincrive shoating abiliy and enjoyed
an exciting afternoon shooting with Friends.

[ was arrending o 3-D archery tournament sponsored by
the Traditional Bowhunters of Florida. This particular shoor
consisted of a rwenty target course which was shot three
rimes throughout the weekend. The cousse included two
moving targets, a running hog which was shot from the
ground, and a running boh car which was a tree stand shot.
The rtargers, a combination of 3-D) McKenzies and
Potringers, included a boar hog which could only be seen by
leaning under a low hanging branch, a buck which was shot
from a kneeling position, standing bears, antelope, peceary
pigs, tiurkey, and many others.

Also included in the course, as a novelry shot, was a six
arrow flu-flu competition with flying projectiles. The acrial
biwncher was ingenious i it simplicity and s picrure
(above) for those wishing ro construct their own, It amounts
o a shing shor of incredible proportions, laumching larae
diameter fish net floats as projecriles.

Archery rournaments like this one, catering w radi-
tional shooters, are rapidly gaining popularity with more and
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GOOoD
TIMES!

text and photography by Krista Holbrook

3-D Archery Tournaments
Provide Great Practice and Good

Times During the Off-Season

more traditional clubs sponsoring shoots. There are many
benefits from attending rhese shoots, and if vou haven't been
Lo one, you are missing our on a good time. Most courses are
shot by small groups averaging six people. If you don't bring
VOUT OWTY Zroup, [;'IU':.-' will partmer you up with one, [‘]uring
shoots lasting two days, the archer generally shoots with
their competition the second dav. The real appeal of tradi-
tional 3-1shoots, is thar they are generally set up by hunters
with realistic hunting shots in mind, thus they provide grear
practice during the off-season.

Tradivional archery is a difficult sport to master. These
persons having an experienced archer to practice with have
quite an advintage while developing their archery skills.
Anyone reading the many fine books available on the
subject realizes that proper form is a must. Ar a casual glance
it may appear that the top archers simply pull back and “ler
her fly,” but nothing could be further from the truth. The
great Fred Bear once said, “One practice arrow shot with
perfect form is better than one hundred practice arrows shor
improperly.” Praper form is the heart of archery and he prac-
ticed it daily.

Unfortunately, when shooting alone, one can devels P
bad habits without ever realizing it. Shooting with others
gives us something of a sounding board or basis of compari-
son. We can study the form utilized by other archers at these
shoots and hopefully learn from them. Seeing another archer
creep several inches prior to the release, reminds us to push
with the bow arm and maintain constant tension uniil the
release. Another common problem which can be readily



phserved is snap shooting prior to reaching the anchor point.
Shooting with others can help us to recognize and correct
problems in our own form.

Ohe of the best aspects of artending a shoot is getring o
see all of the various bows being shot. It is common o see
people exchanging hows for a tew tnial arrows at the pracrice
bails. You might have a chance to try that fancy custom bow
that vou have been thinking of ordering and marvel ar the
lack of hand shock and great armow cast.

For the curious in the crowd, a chronograph is often
available and for a nominal fee competitors can check their
arrow speed. For those building their own rackle, thar can be
an exciting experience. | found that my osage selt bow shot
only a few feet per second slower than my laminared long-
how of the same weight. Many of the archers present were
equally surprised with this discovery.

Which brings me back 1o the my favorite feature of the
traditional shoot, it’s the participants. Where else can you
spend the day in the field with a bunch of other traditional
shuorers doing whar vou love 1o do! Unlike archery tourna-
ments of old, the emphasis is nor on winning, but simply on
having a good time,

Traditional shoots provide inexpensive fun for the entire
family, With categories for men. women, éﬁ.‘h

vouth, and cubs, it gives everyone a chance i
o enjoy some lively competition. Ir is a great

way to introduce new archers to the sport.

After my daughter-in-law attended the f

Howard Hill World Longbow Championship -1;

B

N
T

Just for the
Fun of It!

FAR LEFT: This
culr is obwviously
pleased with the

standing hear

target.

LEFT: The Flu-Filu
competition draws
an interested

crowvd.

RIGHT: Cubs
with trophy
plague.

with us as an observer, she promptly acquired a recurve how
and began practicing for the following vear’s shoor, where
she took third place in the women's recurve division. Her
father has since bought a recurve and attended the Hill shoot
this vear. With rhirty moving targets including a ¢harging
elephant, a swinging monkey, and a running alligator, this
shoot can only be deseribed as the most fun you can have
with a bow in vour hand.

The various teaditional equipment manufacturers have
really been showing their support for these shoots by donat-
ing a variery of items for contests and door prizes. At past
shoots promated by the Traditional Bowhunters of Florida,
Jim Bo Longhows donared a vouth longbow to be drawn as a
door prize among the participating cubs. Another outstand-
ing Joor prize was a Warren & Sweat Oksage tree stand. |
walked away with the maost covered prize, an autographed
copy of The Horse You Rode In On! by Gene & Barry Wensel.
[t just doesn’t ger much better than thar.

The Alabama Society of Tradirional Bowman had
many excellent flint nappers demenstratmg rechniques at
their spring rendezvous. A master at his craft, Norm Blaker
came all the way from Michigan to knap a few points.
Where else can you meet the experts, make new friends, try

.. new equipment, leam technigues for making or
W, improving your existing equipment, and improve
e  vour form. Spend a fi un-filled day and bring the

’ ""‘-&E G family along ar o nominal expense, See you at a

3-D shoot soon. |4
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TACTICAL USE OF TH

RBattle o

Afjub

by Robert E.

nmid-July 1383, Juan | of Castile invaded Portugal

ar the head of his army, accompanied by a contin-

gent of French knights. Juan was derermined to

seize the Porruguese throne from Jodo | of Portugal.

The two kings met in bartle ar Aljubarrota on
August 14, 1385, and although the Portuguese forces were
badly ournumbered, they inflicted a sharrering defear on
Castile. Porruguese independence and development as a
separate lherian nation were ensured for the next two
centuries, All accounts agree thar there were English
soldiers with the Portuguese and most identity these men as
archers. The best modern estimate gives from tour hundred
tor seven hundred English soldiers present. Most of these
were  longhowmen, and their contribution 1o the
Portuguese victory was decisive.

The Portuguese army moved north from Lishon and
occupied a strong position near the village of Aljubarrota in
which to await the approaching Castilians. The Portuguese
due in across the end of a ridee with gullies on either side,
There were streams in both gullies; and the eastern stream
rurned o flow west across the front of the Portuguese posi-
tion. When the Castilians approached they decided rhar this
position was too strong to artack and marched across the
front of the Portuguese posirion, making a long circuit 1o the
west 10 reach a more favorable baudefield behind the
Portuguese, cutting them off from Lishon.

The Portuguese turned and moved down their ridge roa
second position where the ridee merged with the highland 1o
the south. The eullies on each side were more shallow, but
still offered effective flank protection. The Portuguese had
much less distance to move than the Castilians and had
enough time 1o dig in again and reoreanize their defense.
They put a field of small pits on each flank, deep enough o
break a horse’s leg or to really jolt the back of any armored
opponent who might step in one, They also dug a system of
rrenches on each flank which they anchored on the gullies.

ELONGBOW AT THE

f

arrota

Dohrenwend

The flank positions were pushed forward well ahead of the
center, where they left a clear avenue about rwo hundred
meters wide and about two hundred meters long. The
Portuguese stationed their bageage train across the ridge
roughly two hundred meters behind this position o cover
their rear. These field fortifications were the key o the
Partuguese defensive tacrics.

The Portuguese army divided into a left flank, a right
flank, and a center, The (sling) missile troops deployed on
each flank, the left flank occupied by the English contingent
of longhbowmen and the right flank by Portuguese crosshow-
men. The center was held by two contingents of about seven
hundred dismounted knights and men-at-arms each. The
two contingents of men-at-arms formed a front line and a
reserve at each end of the clear avenue through the
Porcuguese field fortifications. That is, these central
elements were separated by abour two hundred meters. A
small number of these heavily armed and armored men
dismounted and were detailed to stiffen each flank, There
was a line of slingers across the Portuguese front. Infantry
anid crosshowmen protected the baggage train.

The Castilian army was largely composed of inexperi-
enced voung knights with a few older and wiser heads 1o
kr}ep them out of rmuhln. It was abour three times the size of
the Portuguese army, and was followed by a very long supply
and baggage train and a lot of various camp followers. Their
leader, King Juan | of Castille, was ill, possibly with malaria,
and the Castilians were strung out for miles along their
march route, When the lead elements of the Castilian army
arrived at a point where they could again face the
Portuguese, the Castilian artillery was brought into position,
and King Juan [ called his senior advisors and commanders
to a council, This left the arriving young knights without
tesponsible command or control, which was a fatal miseake.
It was late in the afternoon, and there was little time left for
a bartle.
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When enough Castilian knights and men-at-arms
arrived for an assaule party, some of these younger knights
decided o artack the Portuguese pesition on their own
authority. It was known that the Porruguese had longbow-
men on the battlefield which meant that the Castilian attack
would have to be carried out dismounted. They had to attack
on foor down a gentle slope towards the Portuguese position,
leaving their precious war horses back out of arrow range.
Horses become uncontrollable when wounded by arrows,
and a mounted artack would have rapidly dissolved into
chaos.

The Castilians had to cover about three hundred meters
on foot over rough ground before making contact with the
Portuguese defense. This would take them at least four
minutes it they wanted to arrive in any condition to fight.
During most of their approach, they would be under attack
by high-angle arrow fire. These arrows could easily penetrate
thin plate or mail coifs and at the very least would force the
armared Castilians to advance with visors down and shields
raised, This factor added considerably to the fatigue of their
advance,

allowed the Portuguese 1o replace fallen men, and o rorate
rired fighters out of the front line whenever possible, The
Castilians were unable to do this as they were kept in a state
of confusion by the archers and crossbowmen on their flarks,

As soon as a Castilian warrior raised his right arm o
strike with sword or axe, he exposed his armpir to the long-
bowmen on his right. The armpit area is a terribly vulnerable
target to an arrow and an area notoriously difficult 1o prorece
effecrively with armor, The rarget was exposed only briefly so
such shooting required a speedy shot. This was the reason the
lenghbowmen were positioned on the Portuguese left flank.
The slow but powerful crossbows directed their fire from the
Portuguese right flank, the Castilian’s shield side, The men-
at-arms in the Portuguese center fought rhe Castilians not
only to kill them directly, but also to hold them in a killing
zone for the archers on rhe flanks. The archers kept the
Castilians bunched up and unable to ratate their frontline
fighters.

This first Castilian assault was wiped-our to the last man.
The noise of the fighting broke up King Juan’s council, and
his commanders rushed to pur together a relieving attack.

The bartle opened with a shower of
sling mussiles, Therian armies could still
tield very effective slingers, and their
weapons outranged both longbow and
crosshow. These stones were not trivial
missiles and could injure armored men.
The Castilians responded with cannon
tire which was virtually ineffecrive.
Incidentally, this is one of the first
confirmed instances of the use of
artillery on the field of baule. The
shingers continued to throw until the
Castilian advance was about eighry
merers in front of the Porcuguese lings,

The hastily organized second wave of
attackers was composed of more men
who were older and more experienced
fichters. It is evidenr thar rthis amack
was berrer led and more serious than
the first. A rmaid on the Portuguese
wagon train by Castilian light cavalry
mounted  armored
knights was rimed to coincide with this
second attack. However, the defenders
of the wagon train were able o bear off
the raid on their own, and rthe second
wave of Castilians still had to cross
three hundred meters of open ground

reinforced  with

then they moved back into their defen-
sive positions to give the archers a clear field for fla
trajectory fire against the advancing enemy.

At close range, the arrows and bols from the flanks
could penetrate armor even at a considerable angle from the
perpendicular. This was particularly true for the more lightly
armored arms and legs. The Portuguese flank forces gradually
withdrew into their field fortifications, and their fire forced
the Castilian attackers w0 bunch up and speed their pace o
get away from the murderous hail of arrows.

The Castilians were tired, off balance, and under no sor
of command when they made contace with the Portuguese
mien-at-arms. [ he Portuguese, on the other hand, were wair-
g i a prepared position, possibly warming up and stretching,
and much less tired than their opponents. This gave an enor-
mous advantage to the Poruguese in the hand-ro-hand
combar which followed. With seven hundred front line
defenders for a center of some rwo hundred meters, there were
three to four men available for each front line position. This
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under the same conditions as the first
wave. Even so, they hit the Portuguese cenrer hard enough
to break through, in spite of an arrow storm which drove
them over against the Portuguese right flank. At this cricical
point, the Portuguese King Jodo led his reserve into the fishe-
ing and smashed into the Castilian fighters. The Castilians
broke, their flag went down, and rthey fled the bartlefield.

As usual, more Castilians were killed in flight than in
battle. Their King was well mounted and escaped, although
it night had not fallen so quickly, he and many more
Castilians would probably have been killed or caprured by
their Portuguese pursuers,

The presence of the longbow on the field of bartle
robbed the Castilians of one of their most potent tacrics, a
charge by heavy armored cavalry, Mounted artacks were
impossible in the face of archery. Long range volleys of
arrows from these longbows were intended to force the
attackers to advance slowly in the afternoon summer heat
with shields up and visors down and to fatigue them as



much as possible during rheir
advance. Such volleys were not
intended to produce casualties,
although this undoubrtedly occurre
and was welcome when it did. Only

when the enemv came within range

of relatively flat reajectory fire,
abour sixty to eighty meters, were
arrows deliberately aimed to cause
casualties. At these ranges, it was
passible to penerrate mail and lighe
plate armor. After contact was made
with the armored men-at-arms, and
both sides were hewing away at
each ather, the longbowmen were
still active, shooting ar the viral
armpit area every rime a Castilian
lifted his arm o serike. During this
rhase of the bartle, they worked in

conperation with rhe men-at-arms
to produce the maximum number of
casualtics among the artackers. The
hitl'l'lr‘i"h ]‘iL'H"n'i{‘T L‘r(_?.‘:ﬁl:_'ll'lw'ﬁ ‘L’r'{}]'kl.:'ﬂ_i s, b
Heavy "
‘Caspalies

Slingers

asainst the attackers’ more stoutly
protecred left side, also causing
on that flank. Here,
power was more important than
speed.

The English longbow archers

casualties

were  critical to the Portuguese
defense, but these archers had to
work in close, prearranged coopera-
tiory with the other elements of that
detense, and in order for them to be
able 1o make the critical contribu-
rion that they did, they had o have
been well supplied with arrows. It is
evident that there had to be a
prearranged arrow supply  system

within the Portuguese field forrifica-

< Harossmeni

Aljubarrota
1385

SN

Fphedies. - A Portugese Lines
-1 Cr:ts.i”iun 'i:h—? !
| . King Juon ] ‘
: ' 100 Matars

.
Extreme

Lenghow did
Crosshow
Ronge

Exireme
Sling Range

tions and personnel assigned o keep
the archers from running out of arrows. How many arrows
dich they have to have! We may assume an average of one-
hundred-twenty arrows per archer expended during this
battle or a total of forry-eight thousand arrows, although
thiz 15 no more than an “educated” ouess. This number of
arrows would require about five wagons to carev. This is far
from impossible, especially when we consider that these
English “mercenaries” had to have at least the tacit approval
and support of their own king. Archers were forbidden o
leave England withour royal license. Such approval would
have made the procurement of large numbers of arrows
much easier.

Although a grear deal is still obscure, and probably abways
will be obscure, concerning the Battle of Aljubarrota, the battle
must be considered one of the more decisive and important
battles fought in the 14th century, due ta the enormous strate-
i importance of the Iberian Peninsula, and Castile’s position
as a seaport in the larger conrext of the 100 Years War, A close
examinanion of this bartle destrovs the myth that medieval
commanders were military blockheads, capable only of mass
charges of anmored knights. This battle is unsurpassed as an
ilustration of ractics in this era, containing examples of both
extremes of mcncal competence, and it is especially valuable in
the insights that it ofters into the use of longbow archers, |8
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Outdoor Trivia

harpen your pencil and your

11. What was Howard

traditional wits, and take a shot §

Hill’s actor/buddy
at the last installment of our not-so- S8 Errol Flynn’s boat
trivial outdoor trivia. Answers to pied named?

trivia quiz are on page 71. N i : T
q Ofl page ~12. Other than Errol
R R T R S I T T N R I S T a s eeeyy] Fl?ﬂl’l, name two

1. Who was the archer 3. Who was Bear ~other actors who

who patented both Archery’s first bow regul_arly hunted
the sight window on designer? - with Howard Hill?
a bow and the auto- _ Tttt AE
mobile windshield 4 What is another 13 Where was Fred Bear
K name for a bow S hornd
stave! T
2. A grooved piece of Wh " 14. What Star Trek
horn was used as the i . actor took a grizzly
f-. . . i : h lf were the
_ irst over-draw she i bear with his bow?
5 by Turkish i -
2 % archers. What : ; 15 'Wim wrote “Sand
= % was it called? of the Black Widow County Almanac”!
- Bow Company?

6. Who was the author of “Deliverance”? 16. Where was

Ben Pearson’s
hometown!?

------
......
iiiiii

7. What musical instrument did Art Young

45w play professionally? z
mny 2. 17. How many
987 . 8. A split-fingered grip on a bow string is ke
..... colors have
< called what?

........
.....

------

........
............
......
......

Zwickey broad-
heads been
produced in!

:1-"_—__ ._ 9, Whatisa “three-fingers under”
- bowstring grip called?
* 10. What was the name of the boat Fred

Bear hunted brown bear from?

‘‘‘‘‘

i
.....

18. Who invented
Judo points?

______

.......
W E
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(Quiz PART Il seuwune

27. Dr. Dave Samuel and his twin brother
coauthored a bowhunting column years
ago. What is Dave’s twin brother’s name!?

19. What is the “light-
gathering” ability of a
set of binoculars called?

28. Who was Larry Bamford’s favorite hunting
bow made by!

29. What state was Lyme disease first noted in?

30. Name two people in the
Herter’s catalog family.

YRR PTRZN  32. What state were
Pru e Bt Tice & Watts bows

Island noted for? built in?
33. What town is
' % the Trzlditi_mnal
\ Bowhunters

Expo held in?

20. What is the proper term for
energy absorbed in a bow /
during drawing?

21. What is the commonly used
word today that was origi-
nally the exclusive archer’
ancient call?

;22. Does a giraffe have feet like a - I ITETTT I——— 5

horse or a cow! - 34. Who was the 37. What is the light
23. Are most sibling fawns fraternal | ﬁ“dl‘(“ﬁ ,1‘2{ tll(lf " “ﬁ“’g n:”f‘:‘” 3
or identical twins? (Are two 5 Amh 1;},1; > tr E 5‘: O AErCC |
different eggs fertilized or doesa | aAches Stk
single egg split?) * 35. What is the side ~ 38. What is the
24. What length arrow did Howard f of the bfwf’ L dark wood that |
Hill bic deshani? : est the string forms the center
1Ll use-on his-clephants 822 ealled! of a log called?

25. A wood arrow with a hardwood ¥ 36 What is the study 39. What was the

splice jointed to the front end is i B original name
~e |l N ] i
called what! i arrows and/or for a jointed

26. What is the stiff retroverted archery called? take-down bow!
end of an Oriental bow called? o 2o seFREITS
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Bows with experience. Bear, Wing, Ben | -1} Recurves and Longhows. Top

Pearson, Shakespeare and others, Send
long SASE for list. Ken Efaw, Box 89,
R.L). =1, Wayneshurg, PA, 13370,

Pore Orford Cedar Shafes (ACME or
Rase City). Parallel: 512/%. or Tapered:
524/ Acrow-building and string-mak-
ing supplies. SASE: Stahl's Archery,
Box 293, Oakwood, Olio 45873,

PEREGRINE ARROWS. Specializing
in quality custom arrows. Premiom PO
Cedar shafts in marched sers. Foored
shafts, points, feathers, nocks, broad-
heads, ete, Send 32.0C tor color Brochure,
Web-site horpsffwwwowebdnet/=parrowd,
Brad  Kehler, 133-9th  Winkler,
Manitoba, Canada BAW-1WS, E-Mail
pnrr-;n.\-‘@'-.ve|‘4.t1t.'1'. Phone 204-323-0088,

Internanonal — Archery  Equipment.
Beautiful full-color caralogue, Send
$4.00 check to David Gray ar Keackow
Company, R.D. 1 Beechwood Road,
New Wilmington, PA 16142, or call in
vour MasterCard/Visa o 412-946-8332,

Buy, Sell, Trade. Longbows, Recurves.
Caribou Creek Archery, PO, Box 2261,
Palmer, AK 99643, Inventory List $2.

TEADITIHONAL
MATERIALS. Bow Staves.  Glass
Lamimartions. Handle Risers. Shafts.
Tools. Glues. Instructional  Booklers.
Books. Catalog $1.50. WOODS
:HUSUAL, PO Box | 1..2 H awalian
Oardens, CA 90716, 562-421-2171.

ARCHERY

Harrison Longbow School, 7 to 10 day,
One-on-One  Instruction in Bow
Building. Courses for hoth the Beginner
and Advanced Bowver. Conrac: Jack B.
Harrison, 3450 Palmdale Drive, Wasilla,
AK 99834, Phone: 907-376-4969.
Fax; 907-376-4979,

Qualiy Hand Built Bows. Send $1.00
for brochure. Autumn Woods Archery,
8513 Keitha Drive, Lambertville, MI
45144,

| CUSTOM BOW CASES for strung and

| UsETUTE 1"““-'?'. ;""'l.léi':‘l DWOr I one conver-

sion takedown case, Reinforced con-
struction and design allows your quiver
and arrows to stav on or off your bow.
Marching hip and back quiver available.
Call or write tor brochure. Bishop
Archery, 8684 S, Twp. Road 191, New
Washingron, OH 44854. 419-492-2808.

Yellowstone Longbow and Yellowstone
Hunter. Smooth, Fast, Accurate,
Quality Longbows. Guaranteed satisfac-
tion. Free brochure. Rich Wormingron,

bowyer, Rich's Custom Bows, 1082
Hwy, 310, Deaver, WY 82421, 307-548-
6292, e-mail; worming@rrib.com.

Highlander Bows. Longbows and

Recurves. Gireat limb desiens from the
past and the future. Call or write for a
free  brochure. 735 Liberty Road,

Picavune, MS 39466, 601-749-9222.

FEDORA'S PRO SHOP-SPECIAL.
Smooth-on epoxy, 2 gallon unit $90.00,
2 quart unit $31.90, 2 pint unit $18.50.
Bamboo with nodes, 33,00 per &' length.
Brown, grey, desert camo actionwood,
2x4x24 $29.00, 1-1/2x1-3/4x18 $10.30,
Gordon  glass, best prices. Fedora's
Archery Shop, T17-933-8862, fax: 717-
933-5823. Call tor price list,

For Sale: Black Widow LAG Longbow
64", 39 ar 18", Deluxe finish. New. 2
extra strings, stringer, case. Cost over
$800. Asking $500. Call before 9PM
CST. (205) 969-8222.

VIDED! Shooting the Bow in the
Treaditional Swle. An  instructional
video on instinerive archery by well-
known hunter and instructor to champi-
ons, Dan Quillian. $10.00, plus $3.50
shipping. 483 W Cloverhurst Ave.,
Athens, GA 30606, 706-543-6492.

Real, old-fashioned GORDON GLASS
shafts! Tough and always straight. They
leok, feel and shoot like wood. Excellent
for hunting and flu-flu arrows, $24.00 /
doz., plus shipping. Dan Quillian, 483
W. Cloverhurst Ave., Arhens, GA

30606, 706-543-0492.

Premium Port Orford Cedar Shafrs:
Custom Arrows; Costom Breakdown
Stotler Longbow & Recurves, SASE:
Antelope Traditional Archery, 3631
Village Road, Concord, CA 94519 or
Call Bob 510-6R0-7219.

CHIEF A]. World Record Serting 200
Yew War Bow, $38,600.00. Pulled
831/97. Howard Hill Archery 2002
Laminated training bow CHIEF A] used
to build strengeh, $1,860.00, POB 131,
Tuscola, [L 61933-0131. (217) 253-
2939, hope/fwww.bright net/~jeheagle

Make vour own bow. Good selection
staves plus tools, books, videos and
flintknapping  supplies.  Equipment
for the rraditionalfprimitive archer.
Bent Styck Archery, PO. Box 183,
Kerkhoven, MN 36252, (320)264-2276.

INDIRECT AIMING VIDED by Bob
Wesley. Learn Howard Hills aiming
method. The deadlicst method for
harvesting game. $29.95 including ship-
ping. Bob Wesley, 348 Holliday Drive,
Poplarville, MS 39470
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om the Field is your chance to share a favorite bowhunting anecdote, a personal tmnght ingo b&whnmtmg, an inter-
esting photograph, or wharever else strikes you out in the field.

ik ol - GES
St 5 %s?%

Mississippi 38834-3199.

Longbows & Recurves will pay rwenty-five dollars fnr pubhs}ue& anecdmes andfor pho-
tographs. Send to: From: the Field, Longbows & Recurves, 1828 Pmper Street, Cc:rmth,

Happy hunting and stay in touch!

A Traditional Education by Frank Maiik

“Hey Les, see thar stump over there? Try to hit thar knot
dead center.” Twang, hiss, thunk! “Nice hit, watch this shor.”
Twang, hiss, crack!

This is a sound all veteran stump shooters hate 1o hear,
Upon closer inspection, my suspicions were confirmed. | had
sacrificed ancther marriage of judo point and cedar shatt. |
paid no mind o Les” chiding and laughing, for | knew the
odds were in my favor that my jovial friend would experience
casualties on one of the next twenty stunips.

Upon cresting the next ridee, Les posed the question,
Would you consider participating in one of my lesson
plans!" Les happens to be a language arts reacher and

teacher’s consultant. Recently his class has been studying a

story about the Iroquois Indians called The Sien of the Beaver.

I promptly told Les | had no desire to dress up as a beaver, but
would like a little more information before commitring to
anything.
hension by providing the studenes wath a hands-on acriviry
for Sim of the Beaver.

In brief, the story is that of a settler boy who, through

Les said, “l want to reinforce the classs compre-

some mistorrune, finds himself ar odds with nature without

his musket. He attempts to construct a how, but his efforrs
are fruitless, and he is forced into what secems a desperate sir-
uation. Through this adventure, he befriends a young Indian

brave who shows him how to prop-

You can play a key vole in encouraging the young to try archerv— just ask Frank Malik.

erly build a bow, He is shocked to find
that the Indian’s bow i= made from
the same wood (ash) as the bow he
failin g at making. Finally, he leams to
use the bow as efficiently as his
musker and lives in harmony with
nature like the Indians.

Les wenr on to propose that [ pre-
senit the class with an ash bow, similar
to the one in the story. This proposi-
tion sent the wheels in my head
rumning. | readily agreed, and we fin-
ished our  afternoon
stumps and planning the presentation.

The weeks passed quickly, and
soon only one stood between me and
the presentation. Litcle did 1 know |
was in for a setback. | had roughed
out an ash self bow and asked my
brother for his opinion of it. The
phone rang and 1 left the room for a
moment. Suddenly, | realized [ had

hammering
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forgotten to tell him that this bow’s draw was only twenty-
four inches. Sure enough, when | returned, he had an awful
look on his face. As | had feared, the bow was in two pieces.
This sent me back ro the drawing hoard.

The next day | culled through one hundred board feer of
eight quarter ash stock and found the perfect stave hiding at
the bottom of the pile. [ penciled in the bow afrer inspecting
the grain, crown, and rings, and set the drawknife in motion.
Four days was plenty of time to rough out another bow: It just
might be shy a few decorations.

Presentation day started out with many raised hands.
Twenty-eight fifth graders were all fixed on my every word,
all seeming o pick up readily on the carrelation between
Sien of the Beaver and the process of building a bow.

Questions ran amuck, from “why does an amow have
teathers™ to “what hand do | hold the bow with!” Even
though they were attentive throughout the narrative, vou
could see that they were all anriciparing the last section of
this presentation, the chance to shoot. Our last topic cov-
ered was safery, When Les and [ were confident rhe kids had
absorbed all the precautions for a good round of clout, they
all imed up and proceeded to the field like soldiers. Prior w
my arrival that day, the children had drawn a hupe seventy-
two inch poster, representing the bear in the story, as a targer.
It looked like the gingerbread man with a snarling pig's face.
It was menacing to say the least.

Onee in the fiek] behind the school, afrer the line of fire
had been drawn, the children were ready to begin the shoot-

""" 4 H &k T YT YT I T I LI N

FRAReTASE o Fl s
anhassbBdsirmy e
T T I TR

o

g competition. Closest to the bullseye would be the victor
F course, there b
gentlemen’siwomen's competition, and aimed more ar main-
taining the kids  attention after they finished shooting. Soon
the group was strafing the bear target in all imaginable loca-
tions, Some shots even drew gasps from the crowd.

Earlier in the session a girl had expressed thar archery was
a hoy's sport, | quickly rebutted wirh the example of the female
Olympic archer medalists and the many women enjoving the
sport, Tronically, the girls ended up oushooting the boys two
out of three arrows. | think friendly competition had the girls
focusing on the victory more than they would admir.

As the comperition came to an end, Les and 1 were
hopeful thar we succeeded in converting ar least one youth
over to the enjoyment of archery as a pastime.

There were moments when this event presented some
constraints, It would have been easy to decline the offer.

would no  prizes. It was 2

Today 1 am glad | stayed with the program, | sincerely feel
this presentation opened the doors for some of these children
to a wviable skill-building hobly that will provide them
decades of enjoviment with friends, family, and the outdoors.
History can be an excellent ool to stir curiosity, as seen
through the Sim of the Beaver story. Remember, he who pre-
sents his message as not to teach it, but as to share ir, will
convey his ideas tenfold. 1 encourage all who participare in
traditional archery to take the time to propagate our sport by
encouraging the voung to experience archery. |
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The Traditional Way

# THE TRATTICHNAL WAY
by Fred Anderson

RIBTEK"

| Broadheads

-_ 500 [b. Blue Russian Boar
taken by John Banat with a
Ribtek 190W.

5y See your dealer or contact:

HUNTER DISTRIBUTING
1232 Redman Blvd.
1 St. Louis, MO 63138

Thes Sy stz irad Hurmrage of Arehery

et the book that everyvone is raving
ahout! Guaranteed Lo make you a better
archer. Bows. Arrows, Cuivers,
Broadheads, Shooting Tips, Technical

Stulf. Hunting Tips. Pioneer Archers,
Philosophy, many original photographs,

aned Artwork, Ower 265 absorhbing pages
anel moch, much more, Send Now! 515955 I
(plus 3,00 58H)), b

Muoney Back Satisfachion
Tox Press
750 Krabbenhoft » Grapeview, WA 98546 » 360-426-8634

LR | Bow Pal® Bowstringer

. awrnaker since | 982 %
‘thE Bowrmaker since | 982 The @rigu’rml Patented 'ﬂou:strmgz:r

NORTHSTAR LONGBOW
by
Nelson Bow Co.

Call or write
for free brochure.

Your customers want;
The Qricinal
The Finest
The Safest
Bowstringer an the Market

GOLDEN ARCHERY
Box 996 * Johnstown, CO 80534 . Mfg. Co.

3031 EastAve R-12 ‘o F, Den Lind
970-587-4411 0031 EastAverus Fit2 G, Don Lnde

Why Not Make Your Own Bow?

WITH MATERIALS AND PROCEDURES FOR LAMINATING AND SHAPING
TRADITIONAL BOWS — AND ALL AT A VERY LOW PRICE

Dffering Bow Kits and Laminations for Building

Recurve, Take-Down Recurve, Long Bows and Youith Bows
T s }
! Awnzome!

Yow really made thiz

* Love the history and

romance of archery
aimost as much as the :
sport itself. '

Enjoy the thrill of the
hunt AN D the thrill

besuty all by yourselfT
n:rwgrmm of traditional archery .
| iy competition.

Want to become a
better archer.

[ FEATURING [y Then subscribe fo an
= Fulle Mustrated Instrictions. Blug Prints & Instructional ﬂfﬁﬂrﬂ:‘ﬂ :H:iiﬁ- ine. | archery magazine with a
Videos: Recures, Take-[oon Bacurve & Long Bow, Viden | ] o ! e A
Formatting in N7SG (Horth Amsrical, Powell & Secam | BO-TUFF I'Efrehhmglljl different
* B Laminations - Maple Coreflex - Super Action Tapers & CORE TUFE | perspective:
Baralbale in Ratoral, Brown, Gray & Green Mtn. Camo, | GRRETIN LY |
Rod £lm, Oeags, Black Walmn, 2obra & Bambop [ uTEASEO-TUFT | : =
* Risars. Laminatad Blocks i Natwral, Brown, Gray & Gresn | LIKI-WEET : 2 2
fin Cama. & Accant Strips POWER-TUFF : ; s e
* Larninating Press Kits 5 ; [\ST['\CTI", I‘_‘. .’* REH I'JR
= Epamy Glues - Epondfersamict, Ciba Geigy & Smaoth-On TR S A T
* BfiradicMicarda in Colors NEW & REDUCED POBON 45280, Bama, I 53710000 e
+ Brse ity Archery Premism Port Orlord Cedar Shafts 100 & 200 PIECE : (R0E) 455 GE
» Bow Agcessones, Glss & Alumiram Shalts, Selated Supplizs PRICING : ;

SEND §3 FOR ALL NEW 1098 CATALDG

BINGHAM PROJECTS, INC. simce 1955

Sarang the interatiana) Gorvmunities for Over 30 Vaars
< Dept, LR, Ogden, Uzah 84401-3370%
- {8017 300-3 ?L*-zilln:--, Fh (B! :,:!G dfl « i Binghamprojects. com

SUMMER 1998 Lonceows & ReEcunves™ 63



i
L ]
1

1 !ll..."'
— ] £'n T .y

S eErey .
e

w
SRiivawga
.

#ss
& e

CAMY by Bob Krout
Little Sure Shot

ike many traditional archers |
own maore than one bow. One
wall rack halds three Tomgbows;
one that shoors good, a later one thar
looks good, and finally, an Abbotr that
looks great and shoors even betrer,
The orher wall rck holds more
bows. These are the bows of whimsy,
the fun-to-shoot oddballs thar 1 just
couldn’t live without. At the end of this
rack are the two “pood” recurves, the
obligatory custom three piece take-
down from one of the better known
custom bowvers, and the bow | carry
when things get down to utter depend-
ahility, consistent accuracy, handiness,
and just plain good shooting. Thas 1s the
bow thar would be in my hand if T was
stuck in the northwoads for a couple of
years and could only take one bow and
a quiver full of arrows. It is a Bear one-
piece Kodiak recurve, sixty inches long
and fifty-six pounds ar my twenty-eight
inch draw leneth.
| acquired this bow new in a trade
about seven or eight vears ago. It is 4
current style Kodiak, one of the last
with the factory camo finish, | immedi-
arely replaced the “stick-on” rest with a
eood, honest piece of leather tor a shelf
and strike plate. The endless string
went in the trash and | made a new
green and vellow flemish string wich

-4 = * i P -
“Little Sure Shot” is the most forgiving
bow Bob Krout has ever owned.

vellow serving, It went on the bow
complete with a small pair of brush
burrons and a ser of cat whiskers. A
little adjusting soon had the brace
heighr ar 7 1/2 inches from the belly
side of the shelf and the nock point at
just abour 1/4 inch high.

How does it shoot? It is dead quiet
and the least sensitive bow about what
I “feed” ir. Although [ use wooden

iaw

arrows  exclusively, | have tried
aluminums in sizes 2016, 2018, 2117,
and 2219, Wooden arrows have
included cedar, fir, chundoo, ash,
ramin, and hardware stare dowel rods. |
have ver to find any arrow that did net
flv straight and true as long as the spine
did not drop more than fitteen pounds
below the bow's draw weight.

The Kadiak is the most forgiving
bow | have ever cwned. Sometimes
through lack of practice or “evil spirits”
I have been known to achieve a less
than perfect release. | pluck the string,
“double-cluich” the release, release
prematurely— you name ir, I've done
it. The bow still shoots. [t is the obvious
answer to just about any shooting prob-
lem | have ever had.

When | do manage to ger every-
thing right [ feel just about unbearable!
This was the bow | used the first time |
ever broke 220 on the 3-D range and
the bow thar got me my first ringneck.

The only thing it lacked was a
proper name. After much considera-
tion [ thought of one of my personal
“heroes,” a lady of much talent,
beauty, grace, and dignity: Miss
Phoebe  Annie Moseley  {Annie
Oakley). So the bow became “Little
Sure Shot” and she is truly living up to
that high standard. |

——r

7455 Old Moon Road
Columbus, GA 31909

M ¢ me 449&1@4
Rob Kindrick, Bowyer
Call to discuss bow options.
<5

MasterCard and Visa Accepted
Write or call for a free brochure.

{706) 596-1988
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PRONGHORN
CustoM Bows

LonaBews - RECHRVES
HERB MELAND-BOWYER

(3071 234-1824 (EVENINGS)

$1.00 For BROCHURE




Horne's Hardwoods
&F Laminations

Widke selection of handle woods. Over 15 species of
farninations in stock, These woods are cul for their beauty
onder plass, and ground for highest performance capabiity.

We now stock glass!!
“Catisfaction Guaranteed!”

Horne’s Hardwoods & Laminations
Mark Horne
POy, Box 1107
Bowvel, TX 76023

ez
b Shop (940 43 3-5906

m

Flint Chip Archery

2633 8t Hwy. D, Dept. LR
Jackson, M) 63735

Full line Fraditional Archery
Supplier
W stock lots of books and videos!
Many Famuous brands of Bows
A Full Time Family Business

800-903-5468

senc 81 jor caralog & gift certificare
www hewhnning nel e-mail; fintchip@ mopones

= E=
S73-243-3059
FAX 5731-243-0354

The Whlspenﬁ:l’ Plnes

Experience the Maglc

“Alively e clayt mwrf:shnp designed
m eftafice yoLr anjoyment of
traditiondl archery,

= Scenic Snurha’rn setting.

'i = Onéson-one professional msiruction
s+ by a formyyear veteran on a private
3 range; form, aiming, learming

* the perfect practice session

v Pre and pest camp video critigue.

v Learn (o make those shots from free
stands, towan at 3-D shoots; and o make
mcying shots,

Faor a free brochure, contact:
Bob Wesley
348 Holliday Drive = Poplarville, M5 39470
Phone (601} 795-8727

BEEY "ri-t-s.-ﬂ-; hat beartin srcneny Jdr over Tory yeats, He & 5 fonmer
pifesidert of the MssEsion: Archery Assidiation, has Senvedon the board o
dirécters for the MEsksliop Bowhunters Assidatin, halds mardy: Satetties,
Fict e 1982 Howand Hil Woridsircneny Champiorship. Hereceived
personatrsirudtich fromsine Maward HIE Bob was inducted iftbihs
felissiasi Bp Brwdilifes Hel .;.r Famiifh ] G5

Mississippi Traditional Archery Association presents Traditional Archery's

BTH ANNUAL

Lofton Classic & U.S. Championships

May 2-3, 1998 in Grenada, Mississippi
LONGBOW & RECURYE ONLY (no sights)

Modern Longbow - eoed or alunnimum arrows
| Traditional Longbow - wieod arrows T
Recurve - woood ar ad i iniue arrs
f trophies in each class
TWO RANGES
30 McKenzie Targets each range.

- PROFESSIONAL LECTURES &
DEMONSTRATIONS AVAILABLE:

Gary Sentman of Drain, OR

= 1975 Guinness Book of
World Records for Pulling
Heaviest Hand-Held Bow

* Bowyer for 12

= Exhibitiopist and Ffeelance
Writer « % AP
Bob Wesley of Poplarville) hs_
* 1982 Howard Hill Werld" ’

Shoot either day or 30 per day.
Ranges open at 9:00 a.m. each day.
Clear by 2:00 p.m. Sunday.

ALL DEALERS WELCOME!
NO FEE!
Don't Miss the largest all-

An:hel’y iha]'npmn - w‘.
"_#40 Year 'ft;}.ran of Arﬁher}' -4

»Archery InstrlfetdP.an

Hﬂﬁds Manr Eta.te T'?fes-

ENTRY FEE 515 or %10 for MTA members
CLASSIC HIGHLIGHTS
* Free Cook-out & Archery Shoot Friday Nigh

tarchery shoot focated at Norti eond of Grenada el

traditional archery event ever
hosted in Mississippi!

ar Ioﬂgmg;'dmmg.fshoppmg details:

aguaamnl P ] |"in'l.|'.‘l”

» Cook-out and Entertainment Saturday Night
Featuring the Kallawar Brothers and Elvis!

FOR EYENT DETAILS, CONTALT:

MW&WW ayime| Cirenada MS 38062
Ferry Morgan 6012264331/ Tommiy Brovks 601-363-3895

1 1-800-373-25T71

5 - &
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EVE

Event: Bowhunter Education
Ceriification Courses

Sponsor; Traditional
Bowhunters of Georgia

Dates: January-August, 1998

Contact: Mickey Wilson
Phone: 770-536-9700
Phone: 770-534-3399

Call to schedule an event in
your area

APRIL, 1998

Event: Southern Zane Shoot

Sponsar: Traditional
Bowhunters of Georgia

Date: April 18, 1998

Lacation: Rosee' Planiation,
Macon, Georgia

Contact: Joey Buchanan
Phaone: 770-270-9424

Event: Traditional Multiround
Sponsar: Alabama Bowhunters
Association, Inc.
Date: April 18-19, 1998
Location: Highway 75 N.,
Village Springs, Alabama
Contact: Jim Crow
Phone: 205-251-5056

Event: 1998 Sterling Harrell
Memuorial 3-D Shoot

Spansor: Lowisiana Traditional
Bowmen

Date: April 25-26, 1998

Location: St. Francisville,
Louisiana

Contact; Wayne LaBauve
Phone: 504-626-3824

Event: Children’s Hospital
Benefit

Sponsar: Afabama Sociely of
Traditianal Bowmen

Date: April 25-26, 1993

Location: Tannehill State Park.
MeCalla. Alabama

Contact: Terry Harris
Phone: 205-822-3563

MAY, 1998

Event: Lofton Classic

Sponsor; Mississippi
Traditional Archery
Association

Date: May 2-3, 1998

Location: Grenada Lake,
Mississippi

Please send Longbows & Recurves ™ your updated local and state club events to

include in our next issue.

Contact: Terry Morgan
Phone: 601-226-4831

Event: ASA Qualifier
Sponsor: Mississippi
Bowhuniters Association
Date; May 3, 1998
Location: Legion Lake at
Eupora, Mississippi
Contact: John Paul Lucas
Phone: 601-387-4522

Event; Traditional Invitational

Sponsar: Concho Valley
Archery Association

Date: May 2-3, 1998

Location: San Angelo, Texas

Contact: Jim Shannan
Phone: 915-653-1882

Event: Pro-Am Classic
Sponsor: Cenla Bowbenders
Date: May 3, 1998
Location: Alexandria, Louisiana
Contact:Grover Walker

Phone: 318-487-0797

Event: Second Southern
Sectional Traditional 3-D
Rendezvous and Shoot

Sponsor: Santa Ynez Pistol and
Bowe Cluh

Date: May 9-10, 1998

Lacation; Chamberlain Ranch
in Los Qlives, California

Contact: Paul Palmer
Phane: 805-737-6177

Event: 1998 Senior Games

Sponsar: Concho Valley
Archery Association

Date; May 9, 1998

Location: San Angelo. Texas

Contact: Jim Shanngn
Phane; 915-653-1882

Event: Open Multiround
Sponsor; Alabama Bowhunters
Assogiation, ine.
Date: May 9-10, 1998
Location: Highway 75 N. at
Village Springs. Alabama
Contact; Jim Crow
Phone: 205-251-5056

Event: Mid-Atlantic Traditional
Clagsic 3-0 Shoot

b6 Lomcpows & Recumves™ SUMMER 1998

Sponsor: Traditional
Bowhunters of Marvland
Date: May 15-17, 1998
Location: Baltimore, Maryland
Contact: Rich Lopez
Phone: 410-552-3031

Event: Southeastern Traditional
Championship
Sponsor: Robin Hood Archery
Date; May 15-17, 1998
Location: Elberton, Georgia
Contact: John Hood
Phone: 706-746-9987

Event: Archery Clinic/ Fun Day
Sponsors: Traditional Bowhunters
of Georgia, Nat! Wild Turkey

Federation, and JAKES.

Date: May 16, 1998

Location: Charlie Elliott Wildlife
Center, Covington, Geargia

Contact; Joay Buchanan
Phone: 770-270-9424

Event: 1st Traditional 3-D Shoot
Sponsor: Rochester Archery Club
Date: May 16-17, 1998
Location; Rochester, Minnesota
Contact: Terry Bannitt

Phone: 507-932-3632

Event: 1st Leg of IBO
Sponsor; While River
Bowhunters and 180
Date: May 15-17, 1998
Location: Bedford, Indiana
Contact: Ed Miller
Phone: 812-278-3148

Event: Buckhaorn Rendezvous
Spansor; Stockbridge
Sportsman Club
Date: May 15-17. 1998
Location: Stockbridge,
Massachusetts
Contact: Dave Cobb
Phone: 413-232-4466
Speakers: Frank Scott and Dan
Mchahan

Event: fowa Traditional
Bowhunters Society
Rendzevous

Sponsor: lowa Traditional
Bowhunters Saciety

Date: May 23-24, 1998

Location; Ames, lowa

Contact: Gene Winter
Phone: 319-234-0292

Event: Regional Tournament
Sponsor, Mississippi
Bowhunters Association
Date: May 23, 1958
Location: Eupora, Mississippi
Contact: John Paul Lucas
Phone: 601-387-4522

Event: WV State Traditional
Championship and Pig Roast

Sponsar: Huntington Archery
Ciub

Date: May 23-24, 1998

Location: Barboursville, West
Virginia

Contact: Bob Fruda
Phone: 304-743-0496

Event: World Traditional
Championship

Spansor; World Traditional
Archers

Date: May 23-25,1998

Location: Youngsville,
Pennsylvania

Contact: Dan Locke
Phone: 508-278-3416

Event: Carolina Traditional
Championships
Sponsor: Carofina Traditional
Archers
Date: May 29-31,1998
Location: Hickory, North Carolina
Contact: Herb Reynolds
Phone: 704-263-4564

JUNE, 1998

Event: Northern Zone Shoot

Sponsoar:; Traditional
Bowhunters of Georgia

Location; Jeff Harris Farm,
Jefferson, Georgia

Date: June 6, 1998

Contact: Mike Kenngy
Phane: 706-354-1983

Event: Fifth Annual Traditional
Bowhunter Shoot
Sponsor: Ping Lake Archers
Date; June 6-7, 1998
Location: Eldora, lowa
Contact; Ruth Pearson
Phone: 515-752-2065



Ewvent: Traditional Multiround
Sponsor: Alabama Bowhuntars
Association, Inc,
Date: Juma 6-7, 1988
Location: Highway 75 N. at
Village Springs. Alabama
Contact: Jim Crow
Phone: 205-251-5056

Event: First Annual Traditional
Stick and String Fling

Sponsor: Eagle’s Wings
Archery

Date: June 6-7, 1998

Location: Lenair City,
Tennessee

Contact: John T. Stang
Phone: 423-986-2567

Event: Annual 3-0 Shoot

Sponsar: Alaskan Bowhunters
Association and Golden
Marth Archers

Date: June 6-7. 1968

Location: Fairbanks. Alaska

Contact: Libby Ludvick
Phone: 807-235-5602

Event: Annual Marked Yardage
3-D Championship

Date: June 7. 1998

Sponsar: Cenla Bowbenders

Location: Alexandria, Louisiana

Contact: Triz McKneely
Phone: 318-445-4617

Event: 9th Annual 3-D Shoot

Sponsor: Pennsylvania
Longbow Association

Date: June 13-14, 1998

Location: Sheshequin
Buckskinners in Marsh Hill,
Pennsylvania

Contact: Jessie Miller
Phone; 610-917-0216

Event: Traditional Rendezvous
Sponsar: Virgimia Traditional
Bowhuniers Association
Date: June 13-14, 1098
Location: Sandy Point Archery
Range
Contact: Steve Wooten
Phone: 804-674-0150

Event; 2nd Leg 1BO

Sponsor: Gem City
Outdoorsmen and 1B0

Date: June 12-14, 1998

Location: McKean,
Pennsylvania

Contact: Gene Binhler
Phone: 814-476-1370

Event: 3-D Traditional Shoot
Sponsor: Nebraska Traditional
Archers

Date: June 13-14, 1998

Location: North Platte,
Mebraska

Contact: Roger Atkeson
Phone: 308-534-3811

Event: NC Traditional Archery
Rendezvous and Games

Sponsor: Piedmont Traditional
Archery Glub

Date: June 13-14, 1998

Location: Saxapahaw. North
Carolina

Contact: Don Ward
Phane: 919-563-2682

Event: Traditional Archery
Nationals
Sponsor: indiana Bowhunters
Association and Cloverdale
Conservation Club
Date: June 12-14,1998
Location; Cloverdale, Indiana
Contact: Jim Voyles
Phane: 7T65-342-3047
Contact: Dan Halcomb
Phone: 765-676-5483

Event: Washington State
Archery Association 3-D
Tournament

Sponsor: Washington State
Archiery Association and the
KBH Bowmen

Date: June 13-14, 1998
Location: Belfair, Washington
Contact: Roy Shultz

Phone: 360-876-8544

Event: Eighth Annual Traditional
Bowhunter Shoat
Sponsor: Rapids Archery Club
Date: June 20-21, 1998
Location: Coon Rapids,
Minnesota
Contact: Ray Kukowski
Phone: 612-571-7029

Event: Summer Classic
sponsor: Indiana Traditional
Bowhunters Association

Date: June 27-28, 1998
Location: Austin, Indiana
Contact: 0.J). Comett
Phone: 812-752-6264

Event; Traditional Shoot and
Swap Meat

Sponsor: Antler Archers and
Wisconsin Traditional
Archers

Date: June 27-28, 1998

Location: Eau Claire, Wisconsin

Contact: Dan Hanson
Phone: ¥15-831-1238

ﬁadi@ign%&rchery
2 ¥SRCeK

W Cistori Cetlae, e, Arrows

LoNGBOwWs

TRADITION AL BOWHENTING &7 ITS BEST

CASCADE ARCHERY
World's Largest Sefcm of Traditions! Fening Bows

By i

; i el
Back Packs, Camouflage Clothing & Broadheads
24 page color catbog - $3.00
12950 - 228th Si. N.E., Arlingon, WA 98223
Phone/Fax: (3060) 435-4251
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Smooth. . Mo Hand Shock. . .Fast. . Whisper Quist]
NOW AVAILABLE— Navajo Stick
(formerly Arkansas Stick)

Bowyer, Roy Hall
1824 Hwy 72 5. » Henderson, Texas THE52
(S903) 657-8780

Fleriish Bow StHigs ==

Call for Orders + Allow & I.lrdcﬁ}n Shipping
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168 Mamn 52 = Fryeburg,
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HI}WS
BY DALE KARCH

DMJ ARCHERY, LLC

Custom Recurves

Bow Repair & Refinishing
TRADITIONAL ARCHERY SUPPLIES
Free Catalog

920 / 295-4677

] Archery (LE)

MWARID '\-"iﬂdgl? Acres Lane
Frinceton, Wl 549648

kittp: /ivwwewe fdldotnet.com/~hows
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Event: Michigan Traditional
Bowhunters Jambores
Sponsar: Michigan Traditional
Bowhunters
Date: June 27-28, 1998
Location: Grayling, Michigan
Contact: Cindy Talbot
Phone: 517-835-1387

JULY, 1998

Event: Great Lakes Langhow
Invitational

Spansor: Michigan Longbow
Association

Date: July 10-12, 1898

Location: Berrien Springs,
Michigan

Contact: Brian Kocke
Phane: 517-887-7482

Event: 3rd Leg 1BO

Sponsor; 180

Date: July 10-12, 1998

Location: Hacking Technical
College, Melsonyille, Ohig

Contact: Deb Fraunfelter
Phone: 614-753-3591

Event: Annual Poke and Hope
Rendezvous

Sponsor; Maine Traditional
Archers

Date: July 11-12, 1998

Location: Durham, Maine

Contact; Bob Jacobson
Phone: 207-273-2235

Event; Traditional Bowhuntars
of Georgia Charmpionship
Sponsar: Tomg Chi-Chi
Traditional Archery Club
Date: July 18, 1998
Lacation: Union City, Georgia
Contact: Keith Colvin
Phone: 404-582-7458

Event: Annual 3-0 Tournament

Sponsor: Tarhee! Traditional
Archery Glub

Date: July 18-19, 1398

Location: Troy, North Carolina

Contact: Ben Graham
Phone; 704-436-2509

Event; Pre-Season Shoot

Sponsor: Traditional
Bowhunters of British
Columbia and Bad Shat
Archers

Date: July 18-19, 1998

Location: Golden, British
Columbia

Contact: Don Mugford
Phang: 250-344-5336

Event: MBA Regional
Tournameant

Sponsor; Mississioo
Bowhunters Association

Date: July 18, 1998

Location: Cargllton, Mississippi

Contact: John Paul Lucas
Phone: 601-387-4522

Event: Eastern Traditional
Archery Rendezvous

Sponsor: Wolverine and
Grizzley Broadhsads

Date: July 23-26, 1998

Location: Ski Denton,
Coudersport, Pennsylvania

Contact; Mike Knefley
Phone: 814-435-2115

Event: Eighth Annual Traditional
Shoot and Swap Meel

Sponsar; Antler Archers and
Wiscansio Traditional
Archers

Date: July 25-26, 1998

Location: Wisconsin Bapids,
Wiscansin

Contact: Bob Schuster
Phone: 715-423-0595

AUGUST, 1998

Event: Traditional Rendezvous

Sponsor: Praire Stales
Tradifional Bowhuniers

Date: August 1-2, 1993

Location: Hot Springs, South
Dakota

Contact: Jim Dahlberg
Phone: 605-745-3650

Event: Annual 3-0 Shoot
Sponsor: Traditional
Bowhunters of Florida
Date; August 1-3, 1993
Location: Cronked Lake in
Ocala National Forrest
Contact: John McCormick
Phone: 407-951-0535

Event: Sixth Annual Midwest
Traditional Bowhunter
Jambores

Sponsar: Pekin Archery Club

Date; August 1-2, 1998

Location: Pekin, lllingis

Contact: Randy Steel
Phone: 309-382-1581

Event: Auturmn Traditional/
Primitive Rendezvaus

Sponsor: Piedmaont Traditional
Archery Club

Date: August 1-2, 1998

Location: Saxapahaw, Morth
Carcling

Contact: Don Ward
Phone: 919-563-2682

Event: State Traditional Archery
Championship

Spansor: Afabama Society of
Traditional Bowmen

Date: August 1-2, 1998

Location: Tannehill State Park,
McCalla, Alabama

Contact: Terry Harris
Phone: 205-822-3563

Event: 1998 Qutdoor World
Championship

Spansor: 180

Date: August 6-9, 1998

Location: Peek'™ Peak Resort
and Conference Center,
Clymer, New York

Contact: Bob Rindfus
Phone: 814-796-3444

Event: Summer Blowout
Sponsor: Cenda Bowbenders
Date: August 9, 1998
Location: Alexandria, Louisiana
Contact: James Ballard

Phone: 318-442-8751

Event: Traditional 3-D
Tournament

Sponsor: Traditional Bowhuntars
of British Columbia

Date: August 8-8, 1998

Location: Wancouver Island,
British Columbia

Contact: Gord Eason
Phone: 250-720-4226

Event; Annual Bowhunters of
Georgia Banguet

Sponsor: Traditional
Bowhunters of Georgia

Oate: August 15, 1998

Lacation: Athens Classic
Center, Athens, Georgia

Contact: Joey Buchanan
Phone: 770-270-9250

speakear: E. Donnall Thomas

Event: First Annual Traditional
Shoot
Sponsor: Kenosha Bowmen
Date: August 15-16, 1998
Laocation: Kenosha, Wiscansin, 2
Miles West of 194 on Hwy. 50
Contact: Steven Bata
Phone: 847-295-5000

Event: Sixth Annual Blackhawk
Traditional Rendezvous
Sponsor; Blackhawk Fefd
Archars
Date: August 15-16, 1998
Location: Shirland, llinois
Contact: Harold Couch
Phone: 815-398-3985

Event; First CBA Caribou Hunl

Spanser: Christian Bowhuniers
of America

Date: August 10-18, 1998

Location: Club Chambeaux,

A e've Got Dort Orford

Stick and String Fling

Cedar Shafts For Vou.

:auil:l: delivery

First Annual Traditional
b Parallel or Tapered Cedar Shafts EATATRbAY
June 6 and 7 (Dismeters available: 5167, 11/32", 23/647) STABL'S
L + Easton Aluminum Shafts ARCHERY

Custom Arrow Building Supplies
Broadheads & Field Points
Dacron / Nylon / Fast Flight
Popular Archery Books & Videos
Martin Recurves & Longbows

. Dealer Inquiries
Mowe Available TrusFlight Feathers Weloote

22523 SR 612 W,
Dakweood, OH 45673

Send SASE or
Phi{a19) 594-2109
or{419) 594-3712

25 3-D Targets PLUS
Eagle’s Wings Archery, Lenoir City, TN
CALL 423-986-2567

West of Knowville, TS, OdF 1-90 at Bxit 364

o oy P
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Morthern Quebec, Canada Event: Potter County

Contact: Wally Harder Bowhunter Festival

Phone: 937-548-0623 Sponsor; Wolverine and

Grizzley Broadheads
Event: Traditional Shoot Date: August 28-30, 1998
Sponsor: Huntington Archery  Location: Ski Denton,

Club Coudersport, Pennsylvania
Date: August 22, 1998 Contact: Mike Knefley
Location: Barboursville, WY Phone: 8§14-435-2115
Contact; Boh Fruda

Phone: 304-743-0496 SEFTEMBER, 1998

Event: Labor Day Weekend
Event: Mississippi Bowhunters Traditional and Primitive

Association State Rendezvous

Championship Sponsor. Nebraska Traditional
Spansor; Mississippi Archers

Bowhunters Association Date; September 5-6, 1998
Date: August 22-23, 1998 Location: Plattsmouth,
Location: Monticello, Nebraska

Mississippi Contact: Lonnie lles
Contact: John Paul Lucas Phone: 402-296-9172

Phone: 601-387-4522
OCTOBER, 1998
Event: Traditional Bowhunting ~ Event: Second Annual Cohutta

Bonth at Buckerama Wilderness Bear Hunt

Sponsor: Traditional Sponsor: Tradifional
Bowhunters of Georgia Bowhunters of Gegrgia

Date: August 20-23, 1998 Date: Oct. 9-12, 1998

Location; Perry, Georgia Location: Cohutta Wildlite

Contact: Ed Sandefur Management Area .
Phone: 912-987-9250 Contact: Jeff Roberts “Fred, did you remember to bring

Phone: 706-485-9508

the insect repel!ant?"

WARM AND COLD WEATHER

CLOTHING SYSTEM™
{FIELD TESTED -80°F TO 450°F]

[ Serving the
| Traditional and

« NETIOW Ape,

lﬂ':-ﬂf'm SUPPLI'EQ
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SLEEPING

Primitive Archer J INDIAN T E
stice 1984 ~+ Comfortable : OVER 1 00 BOWS
Wealchman Longbows =+ Silent lN STOC K

Mahaska Custormn Bows =+ Durable

: E;iféiﬁ iﬁ;ig -+ Ultimate Concealment - Sky - Zebra - Martin -
N Aobarison Stykbow - Great Plains - Saxon - Kota -
! i : CaLL FoR A CATALOG
iy Howard Hilt Archery = Thunderhorn - Blackhawk -

Medicine Shck Saifbows

1-800-334-5457 : 5 :
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and Accessories - Texas Longbow & Recurve -

Fose Ciy Atchary | _J_ONGBOWS FULL SERVICE
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Call or write
12 Visit our website; for our FREE brochure

www.longbows- 603-485-4900

Ray & Renee Grenier
16 Mt. Delight Road

106 Fordway Ext. Dept. LR
Derry, NH 03038 (603} 434-0569

Kﬂ www.silverarrowarchery.com #‘j: ; reCU rVeS ! CO m Allenstown, NH 03275

gy Bt Yisa and MasterCard Accepted
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ecently, | met Miriam Jones in
Ohio. It was a brief meeting, but
was able ro find our about her
cookbook, “Cooking for Your Hunter,”
Although it is not packed with game
recipes per se, there are many recipes
where ground venison, elk, or other
pame vou might have on hand, may be
substitured. Miriam’s cookbook covers:
meat, soups and hreads, salads and side
dishies, sweets and treats, outdoor cook-
ing, and canning. This cookbook will
be a orear addition to any cook’s library.
It costs $12.95 plus $1.00 for postage
and  handling. Contact  Wilderness
Sound Productions ar 1105 Main 5t
Springfield, Oregon 97477,

e S
BARBECUED STEAK

2 to 3 pounds steak (elk)
3 tablespoons brown sugar
1 can tomate sauce
1 tablespoon dry mustard
2 tablespoons Worcestershire sauce
1 tablespoon garlic powder
1 cnion, finely chopped
salt and papper

Place steak in flat plastic container with
a lid. Mix ingredients together and pour
over steak evenly, lavering if necessary.
Marinate for four to five hours. When
vou are ready to barbecue, be sure coals
are verv hot. Do not overcook meat. [t
should retain its moisture.
»

After squirrel hunter, Dave Stewart,
explained to his wife that the monsrers
of Mclntosh county were not their
grandchildren, she graciously agreed
include rwo of her favorite squirrel
recipes for your culinary consideration.

RECIPES by Claire W. Stanley

e T e e O R,
FRIED SQUIRREL

Cut squirrel into quarters or smaller
pieces. Place picces in deep por and
cover with cool warer to which one
quatter cup of vinegar has been added.
Bring ro a boil for five minutes, Throw
this water away. Start over. Cover game
with cool water and add one to two tea-
spoons of sale, Boil untl tender.
Remove pieces from water, Dip in flour
ard frv as vou would chicken,

e
BRUNSWICK STEW

2 pounds squirrel meal
cup oil

1 onion, chopped
1 leman, diced
1 cup tomatoes
1 cup lima beans
1 cup comn

salt and pepper

Brown meat along with onions in hot
oil until brown. Add one cup of water
and tomatoes and cover. Simmer until
tender. Then add the rest of the vegeta-
bles and cook ten to fifteen minures
until done. Add salt and pepper
taste.
x

Bob Brown sent me the following letrer
and recipe. Thanks, Bob.

Dear Claire,

I love yowr recipes in Longhows &
Recurves. Some seem difficult to me as |
am not much of a cook. | am sending vou
two recipes that are no-hramers for guys
like me.

I spend the summer viding my horses
and the fall and winter huntng with my

longhow so 1 spend a lot of ome cooking

over a campfire. These two vecipes are 50
quick and easy that prep time is minimun.
All my J"nﬁ'ml':: love them. Keep the

régipes coming.

DEER KABOBS

2 pounds sliced deer meat

1 package “Au Jus" grovy mik—use
Durkee brond,

2 cups cold water

1 tablespoon seasoned salt

1 tgblespoon seasoned pepper

2 tablespoons lemon juice (real or
bottled)

2 tablespoans Worcestershire sauce

1 teaspoon table salt

1 teaspoon ground pepper

Slice meat into thin strips and place on
hambo sticks (available ar discount or
import stores). Place meat into a food
storage container with lid. Make the "Au
Jus" gravy mix according to package
instrucrions. Mix in the other ingredients
and stir. Pour over the meat and seal with
the lid. Place in refrigerator for twelve
hours then tum container over and let
stand twelve more hours o ensure all
meat is covered. Take out and cook on
the grill or under the broiler, It is the
d is quick and easy. This mari-
nate can also be used for making jerky.

DEER FILETS

Cut the loin into filets, Wrap with
bacon and attach wirth toothpicks. Pour
Italian dressing on top. Let stand about
Lf2 hour then grill.

We would love to hear from vou. Write to: Claire W. Stanley, LONGBOWS & RECURVES™,

1528 Proper Street, Corinth, MS 38834
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Answers to Trivia Quiz
trom pages 58-59
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8.
14,

Bill Folberth
Siper

Nels Grumley
Biller

Wilsom
Brothers
James Dickey
Violin
Mediterranean
arip

Apache gnip
Ed Bilderhack’s
Valiant Maid
Sirocco

Rory Calhoun
and Gy
Melaclison
Carlisle,
Pennsylvania
Williaimn
Schumer
Aldo Leopold

. Pine Bluff,

Ackansas

7. Three (black,

preen; and
Blue)
Cliff Zwickey

Twilicht facror

d P g
LI

7.
18.
9.
30

4.

33,
3.
iT.
.
W

U Hysteresis
. Hey!
2. Cloven, like a

Ly

. Fraternal
4.
25
6.

41"

A foored shaft
The ear or
siyath

Bill

FPhil Grahle
Connectict
Ueorge
Lecnard
(GLL.), Bertha,
Chiristian,
laciues
Musk ox
Humesville,
Alabama
Hastings,
Michigan

D, Paul
Klopstez
Belly
Toxology
Sapwood
Hearmwood
Carriage bow

King n’ffﬁ\:? Mountain

, The Bowman Jacket: is the perfect all
argund jacket for backcountry hunts or whenever
i the weather turns foul.

Let's Step
Outside™

Concealment calor shown: Timber
[4 cotor Sage/Evergreen).

 Features the Eye-D-Version™
g pattern which is the anly

, concealment pattern designed
to prevent image formation!

" Machine Washable! Gets
better with-every washing!

“Diamond Knit" lining stays
absolutaly quiet!

Omnitherm® hi-tech—

hi-loft woven wool keeps
you comfortable in all
weather conditions and over a huge
temperature range.

Lifetime Warranty!

[3ee catalog for details.)

] Send $4.00 for your Ring of the Mountain Cataleg to:
Gale Wisdom ® 2633 State Hwy Doe Jackson, M0 B3755 # 573/243-3050 » FAX 573,/243-01%4
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LONGBOWS Back |
“mmmwmwmmlssues

Order back issues of Longbows & Recurves now for your library,
Just $5.95 each within the U.S. ORDER NOW!
CALL TOLL-FREE 1-888-732-8784.

”"‘:&T:B"ﬁ'
URV

Mame

Order Form |please pring Check the box beside each magazine yow wish to order

Nddress

r—-——--————_Iﬁl—hﬁ__-—-—_ll———n————

City, State, 2ip

Prcare Mumber

Method of Payment: d Check or Money Order JWISA JMC 1 Amex 1D Discover

Credit Card #

L Eaemcr 1997

send payment (LS. funds only] to: Longbows & Recurves™
1828 Proper Street = Corinth, Mississippi 38834-5199

Allowy two weeeks for delivery.

-—--____"_‘H--Iﬂ————————__-————-—__-——————————n#*——J

__ Total Enclgsed 3

Exp. date
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